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NOVEMBER  29, 1775. 

JtESOLVED,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appoiDted  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  corresponding  with  our  friends  in 
Great  Britain,  Ireland,  and  other  parts  of  the  world  ; 
and  that  they  lay  their  correspondence  before  Congress 
when  directed. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  make  provision 
to  defray  all  such  expenses  as  may  arise  by  carrying 
on  such  correspondence,  and  for  the  payment  of  such 
agents  as  they  may  send  on  this  service. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Harrison,  Dr.  Franklin, 
Mr.  Johnson,  Mr.  Dickinson,  and  Mr.  Jay. 

DECEMBERS,  1775. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence  be 
directed  to  ase  their  endeavours  to  find  out  and  en- 
gage, in  the  service  of  the  United  Colonies,  skilfiil  en- 
gineers, not  exceeding  four,  on  the  best  terms  they 
can  *,  and  that  the  said  committee  be  authorized  to  as- 
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sure  such  able  and  skilful  engineers  as  will  engage  in 
the  service,  that  they  shall  receive  such  pay  and  ap- 
pointments as  shall  be  equal  to  what  they  have  receiv- 
ed in  any  former  service. 


MAY  18,  1776. 

The  secret  committee  l^i()  before  Congress  a  letter 
from  Mr.  Langdon  ;  and  the  same  being  read, 

Resolved,  that  it  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  se- 
cret correspondence ;  and  that  the  said  committee  be 
directed  to  apply  to  the  marine  committee  for  the  use 
of  one  or  more  of  the  continental  fleet ;  and  that  they 
send  the  same  to  the  French  West  India  Islands,  in  order 
to  procure,  if  possible,  a  number  of  muskets,  pot  ex- 
ceeding ten  thousand  ;  and  further,  that  tbe  said  com- 
mittee be  directed  to  endeavour  to  discover  ^be  designs 
of  the  French  in  assembling  so  large  a  (ieet,  with  so 
great  a  number  of  troops,  in  the  We^t  Indies,  and 
whether  they  mean  to  act  for  or  against  Aqi^erica^ 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1776. 

Congress  took  into  consideratii^ip  the  plan  of  trea- 
ties to  be  proposed  to  foreign  nations,  with  the  amend- 
ments agreed  to  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  ;  and 
thereupon. 

Resolved,  Tl^  th^  following  pUin  of  a  jtreaty  be 
prpposed  to  bis  most  ciM'/i&tiaQ  tt^jesty  : 


Ifltt^ 


FLAN  W  A  TRBAfT  WTVH  FRANCE. 

Ttefe  %hafN  bt  a  4ris  inviolable,  and  mirtrsal 
pea^,  'and  a  true  and  aititelfe  MeodtUp,  bacw^ea  ibe 
BHMt  "seraK  and  wigbty  prince^  Lewis  ibe  sixteenl^ 
ikft  feMA>cbrf9Ciaa1iing,  bis  twrirt  and  successors)  and  the 
Uaitad  ^^MCfs  ef  JkttieHoa ;  and  the  stfljects  df  cbe  aost 
dfiiiiflM  4^,  iBEnd  of  ifhe  said  states  ^  amd  tetweto  the 
tieitoM«s,  Mainds,  okies  and  soirn^  sitoaWe  ander  tbe 
jmiB^HaHefh  oftfbe  mast  christian  tiinig^  and  of  tbe  said 
Uak^9ltttas,«lid'fbepeop)teand  inbabitants  therecf 
«f  eifety  -degt^ ;  witboat  exception  of  persons  or  pla- 
ces. And  Ae  tetiM  herein  mentioned,  aball  be  per- 
petaal  betweeti  tbe  nost  christian  Icing,  hh  heirs  and 
successors,  and  the  said  United  States. 

ARTICLE  I. 

The  sabjeets  of  the  aiost  christian  king  shall  pay  no 
other  daties  or  imposts,  in  4he  ports,  havens,  roads, 
countries,  isfands,  cities  ^ar  towns  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  than  the  natives  thereof,  or  any 
commercial  companies  established  by  them,  or  any 
of  them  shall  pay,  but  shall  enjoy  all  other  the  rights, 
Hbercies,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in 
trade,  navigatiOD,  aad  commerce,  in  passing  from  one 
part  A«reof  lo  another,  and  in  going  to  and  from  the 
sane,  laom  and  to  any  patt  of  the  world,  which  the 
said  tne^es  •or  coapaaies  enjoy. 
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ARTICLE.  II.  . 

The  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  every  of  them,  shall  pay  no  other 
duties,  or  imposts,  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  coun- 
tries, islands,  cities  or  towns  of  the  most  christiau 
king,  than  the  natives  of  such  countries,  islands,  cities 
or  towns  of  France,  or  any  commercial  companies  es- 
tablished by  the  most  christian  king,  shall  pay,  but  shall 
enjoy  all  other  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immuni- 
ties and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce, 
in  passing  from  one  port  thereof  to  another,  and  ia 
going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and  to  any^  part  of 
the  world,  which  the  said  natives  or  companies  enjoy. 


ARTICLE    III. 

His  most  christian  majesty  shall  retain  the  same 
rights  of  fishery  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  all 
other  rights  relating  to  any  of  the  said  islands,  which 
he  is  entitled  to  by  virtue  of  the  treaty  of  Paris. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

The  most  christian  king  shall  endeavour,  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels, 
and  the  effects  belonging  to  the  subjects,  people,  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
being  in  his  ports,  havens,  or  roads,  or  on  the  seas  near 
to  his  countries,  lands,  cities  or  towns ;  and  to  recover 
and  to  restore  to  the  right  owners,  their  agents,  or  at- 
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torneys,  all  sacb  vessels  and  effects,  which  shall  be  ta<^ 
ken  within  his  jurisdiction  ;  and  his  ships  of  war,  or 
any  convoys  sailing  under  his  authority,  shall  upon  all 
occasions  take  under  their  protection  all  vessels  be- 
longing to  the  subjects,  people,  or  inhabitants  of  the 
said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  and  holding  the 
same  course  or  going  the  same  way  ;  and  shall  de- 
fend such  vessels  as  long  as  they  hold  the  same  course, 
or  go  the  tame  way,  against  all  attacks,  force,  and 
violence,  in  the  same  manner  as  they  ought  to  protect 
and  defend  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the 
most  christian  king. 

AaTICLB  V* 

In  like  manner  the  said  United  States,  and  their  ships 
•f  war,  and  convoys  sailing  under  their  authority,  shall 
protect  and  defend  all  vessels  and  effects  belonging  to 
the  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  ;  and  endeavojir 
to  recover  and  restore  them,  if  taken  within  the  juris- 
diction of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them* 


AETICU   VI. 

The  most  christian  king  and  the  said  United  States, 
shall  not  receive  nor  suffer  to  be  received,  into  any  of 
their  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  islands,  cities  or 
towns,  any  pirates  or  sea  robbers,  or  afford  or  suffer  any 
entertainment,  assistance  or  provision  to  be  afforded  to 
them  ;  but  shall  endeavour  by  all  means,  that  all  pirates 
and  sea  robbery,  and  their  partners^  sharers,  and  $heu 

VOL.  II.  3 
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ton,  be  found  out,  apprehended,  and  suffer  condign 
punishment ;  and  all  the  vessels  and  effects  piratically 
taken,  and  brought  into  the  ports  and  havens  of  the 
most  christian  king,  or  the  said  United  States,  which 
tan  be  found,  although  they  be  sold,  shall  be  restored, 
or  satisfaction  given  therefor  ;  the  right  owners,  their 
agents  or  attorneys  demanding  the  same,  and  making 
the  right  of  property  to  appear  by  dne  proof* 

ARTICLE  VII* 

The  most  christian  king  shall  protect,  defend  and 
secure,  as  far  as  in  his  power,  the  subjects,  people  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  and  every  of 
them,  and  their  vessels  and  efiacts  of  every  kind,  against 
all  attacks,  assaults,  violences,  injuries,  depredations 
or  plunderings,  by  or  from  the  king  or  emperor  of  Mo- 
rocco, or  Fez,  and  the  states  of  Algiers,  Tunis  and 
Tripoli,  and  any  of  them,  and  every  other  prince,  state 
and  power  on  the  coast  of  Barbary  in  Africa,  and  the 
subjects  of  the  said  king,  emperor,  states  and  powers, 
and  of  every  of  them,  in  the  same  manner,  and  as  ef- 
fectually and  fiilly,  and  as  much  to  the  benefit,  advan- 
tage, ease  and  safety  of  the  said  United  States,  and 
every  of  them,  and  of  the  subjects,  people  and  inhabi- 
tants thereof,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  the  king 
and  kingdom  of  Great  Britain,  before  the  commence- 
ment of  the  present  war,  protected,  defended  and  se- 
cured the  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  then  called  British  colonies  in  America,  their 
vessels  and  effects,  against,  ail  such  attacks,  assaults, 
violences,  injuries,  depredations  and  plunderings* 
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ARTICLE   VllI* 

If,  in  consequence  of  tbis  treaty^  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  should  declare  war  against  the  most  christiaa 
king,  the  said 'United  States  shall  not  assist  Great  Bri* 
tain  in  such  war,  with  men,  money,  ships,  or  any  of 
the  articles  in  this  (reaty  denoo^ioated  contraband 
goods. 

ARTICLE   IX. 

The  most  christian  king  shall  never  invade,  nor, 
under  any  pretence,  attempt  to  possess  himself  of  Lab* 
rador,  New  Britain,  Nova  Scotia,  Acadia,  Canada, 
Florida,  nor  any  of  the  countries,  cities  or  towns  on  the 
continent  of  North  America,  nor  of  the  islands  of  New- 
ftmndland.  Cape  Breton,  St.  Johns,  Anticosti,  nor  of  any 
other  island  lying  near  to  the  said  continent  in  the  seas, 
or  in  any  gulpb,  bay  or  river ;  it  being  the  true  intent 
and  laeankig  of  this  treaty,  that  the  said  United  States 
shall  have  the  sole,  exclusive,  undivided  and  perpe- 
taal  possession  of  the  countries,  cities  and  towns  on 
the  said  continent,  and  of  all  islands  near  to  it,  which 
now  are,  or  lately  were  under  the  jurisdiction  of  or  sub- 
ject to  the  king  or  crown  of  Gngit  Britain,  whenever 
tbey  shall  be  united  or  confederated  with  the  said 
United  States. 

ARTICLE  X. 

The  subjects,  inhabitants,  merchants,  commanders 
of  ships,  masters  and  mariners^  of  the  states,  provinces 
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ftod  dominioDs  of  each  partj,  respectively,  shall  ab* 
stain  and  forbear  to  fish  in  all  places,  possessed,  or 
which  shall  be  possessed  by  the  other  party.  The 
most  christian  king^s  subjects  shall  not  fish  in  the  ha- 
vens, bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the 
said  United  States  hold,  or  shall  hereafter  hold  ;  and 
in  like  manner,  the  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  States  shall  not  fish  in  the  havens,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the  most  chris- 
tian king  possesses,  or  shall  hereafter  possess.  And 
if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found  fishing,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  with 
its  lading,  proof  being  made  thereof,  sh^ll  be  cong- 
ested* 

ARTICLE   XI. 

If  in  any  war  the  most  christian  king  shall  conquer, 
or  get  possession  of,  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  now 
Hnder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  king  or  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  dominions  of  the  said 
king  or  crown,  in  any  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 
subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  every  of  them,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions,  in 
trade,  commerce  and  navigation,  to  and  from  the  said 
islands  and  dominions,  that  are  mentioned  in  the  second 
article  of  this  treaty. 

ARTICU  XII. 

It  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  treaty,  that 
no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  eJi- 
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portatioD  of  any  thing  of  the  growth,  production  or 
maoufactttre  of  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  now 
belonging,  or  which  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  most 
christian  king,  to  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of 
them,  than  the  lowest  that  are  or  shall  be  imposed  on 
the  exportation  thereof  to  France,  or  to  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 


ARTICL8  ZIII. 

It  is  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  no 
duties  whatever  shall  ever  hereafter  be  imposed  on  the 
exportation  of  molasses  from  any  of  the  islands  and 
dominions  of  the  most  christian  king  in  the  West  In- 
dies, to  any  of  these  United  States* 

AETICLS   XIT. 

The  subjects,  pe<^Ie  and  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  being  merchants  and  residing 
in  France,  and  their  property  and  eflfects  of  every  kind^ 
shall  be  exempt  front  the  Droit  d'Aubaiae. 

AaTICLE   XV. 

The  merchant  ship  of  either  of  the  parties  which 
shall  be  making  into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of 
the  other  ally,  and  concerning  whose  voyage,  and  the 
species  of  goods  on  board  her,  there  shall  be  just 
grounds  of  suspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit  as 
well  upon  the  high  seas,  as  in  the  ports  and  havens, 
not  only  her  passports,  but  likewise  certificates,  ex<* 
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ftod  dominions  of  each  party,  respectively,  shall  ab* 
stain  and  forbear  to  fish  in  all  places,  possessed,  or 
which  shall  be  possessed  by  the  other  party.  The 
most  christian  king^s  subjects  shall  not  fish  in  the  ha- 
vens, bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the 
said  United  States  hold,  or  shall  hereafter  hold  ;  and 
in  like  manner,  the  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  States  shall  not  fish  in  the  havens,  bays, 
creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the  most  chris- 
tian king  possesses,  or  shall  hereafter  possess*  And 
if  any  ship  or  vessel  riiall  be  found  fishing,  contrary 
to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  said  ship  or  vessel,  with 
its  lading,  proof  being  made  thereof,  sh^ll  be  confis- 
cated. 

ARTICLE   XI* 

If  in  any  war  the  most  christian  king  shall  conquer, 
or  get  possession  of,  the  islands  in  the  West  Indies,  now 
Hnder  the  jurisdiction  of  the  king  or  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  any  of  them,  or  any  dominions  of  the  said 
king  or  crown,  in  any  other  parts  of  the  world,  the 
subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  every  of  them,  shall  enjoy  the  same  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions,  in 
trade,  commerce  and  navigation,  to  and  from  the  said 
islands  and  dominions,  that  are  mentioned  in  the  second 
article  of  this  treaty* 

ARTICLE  XII* 

It  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  treaty,  that 
no  higher  or  other  duties  shall  be  imposed  on  the  eJi- 
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portatioD  of  any  thing  of  the  growth,  prodoctioii  or 
maaufacture  of  the  islands  in  the  West  lodKS,  now 
belonging,  or  which  may  hereafter  belong  to  the  most 
christian  king,  to  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of 
them,  than  the  lowest  that  are  or  shall  be  imposed  on 
the  exportation  thereof  to  France,  or  to  any  other  part 
of  the  world. 


ARTICL8  ZIII* 

It  is  agreed  by  and  between  the  said  parties,  that  no 
duties  whatever  shall  erer  hereafter  be  imposed  on  the 
exportation  of  molasses  from  any  of  the  islands  and 
dominions  of  the  most  christian  king  in  the  West  In- 
dies, to  any  of  these  United  States. 

ARTICLS   XIT* 

The  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  being  merchants  and  residing 
in  France,  and  their  property  and  eflfects  of  every  kiod^ 
shall  be  exempt  from  the  Droit  d'Aubaiae. 


ARTICLE   XV. 

The  merchant  ship  of  either  of  the  parties  which 
shali  be  making  into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of 
the  other  ally,  and  concerning  whose  voyage,  and  the 
species  of  goods  on  board  her,  there  shall  be  just 
grounds  of  suspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit  as 
well  upon  the  high  seas,  as  in  the  ports  and  havens, 
not  only  her  passports,  but  likewise  certificates,  ex« 
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prcMly  sbowiog,  that  ber  goods,  are  not  of  the 
niunber  of  those  which  ha? o  been  prohibited  as  coa- 
trabaad* 


ARTICLE  XVI. 

If,  by  exhibiting  the  above  certificates,  the  other 
party  discover  there  are  any  of  those  sorts  of  goods^ 
which  are  prohibited  and  declared  contraband,  and 
consigned  for  a  port  ander  the  obedience  Zf  his  ene- 
mieS|  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of 
such  ship,  or  to  open  any  chest,  coffers,  packs,  casks, 
or  aiqr  other  vessels  found  therein,  or  to  remove  the 
smallest  parcels  of  her  goods,  whether  such  ship  be- 
long to  the  subjects  of  France  or  the  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  States,  unless  the  lading  be  broiiyght 
on  shore,  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of  the  court 
of  admiralty,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made;  but 
there  shall  lie  no  allowance  to  sell,  exchange,  or  alie«» 
nate  the  same  in  any  maoMT,  until  alter  thai  doe  and 
lawful  process  shall  have  bee»  had  against  such  pro- 
hibited goods,  and  the  courts  of  admiralty  shall,  by  a 
sentence  pronounced,  have  confiscated  the  same ;  sav- 
ing always  as  well  the  ship  itself  as  any  other  goods 
found  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are  to  be  esteemed 
free;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pretence  of 
their  being,  as  it  were,  infected  by  the  prohibited 
goods,  much  less  shall  they  be  confiscated  as  lawfril 
prise.  But,  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  part 
thereof,  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband 
goods,  and  the  commander  of  the  ship  shall  be  ready 
and  willing  to  deliver  them  to  the  captor  who  has  dis- 
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covered  them  ;  in  such  case  the  captor,  haTing  receiv- 
ed those  goods,  shall  forthwith  discharge  the  ship,  and 
not  hinder  her  by  any  means  freely  to  prosecute  the 
voyage  on  which  she  was  boood* 

AETicLft  xvn. 

On  the  contrary,  it  is  agreed  that  whatever  shall  be 
found  to  be  laden  by  the  sobjeds  and  inhabitants  of 
either  party,  on  any  ship  belonging  to  the  enemy  of 
the  •Cher,  or  to  his  subjects,  although  it  be  not  of  the 
sort  of  prohibited  goods,  may  be  confiscated  in  the 
same  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  enemy  htmself, 
except  such  goods  and  merchandise  as  were  put  cm 
board  such  ship  before  the  declaration  of  war,  or  even 
after  such  declaration,  if  so  be  it  were  done  without 
the  knowledge  of  such  declaration,  so  that  the  goods 
ef  the  subjects  or  people  of  either  party,  whether 
they  he  of  the  nature  of  such  as  are  prohibited,  or 
<^erwise,  which,  as  is  aforesaid,  were  put  on  board 
any  ship  belonging  to  an  enemy  before  the  war,  or 
after  the  declaration  of  it,  without  the  knowledge  of 
it,  shall  no  wise  be  liable  to  confiscation,  but  shall 
well  and  truly  be  restored  without  delay  to  the  pro* 
prietors  demanding  the  same ;  but  so  as  that  if  the 
said  merchandises  be  contrabapd,  it  shall  not  be  any 
ways  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any  ports 
belonging  to  the  enemy. 
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ARTICLE   XVIII* 

And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taken  for  the 
security  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  both  par- 
ties, that  they  suffer  no  injury  by  the  men  of  war  or 
privateers  of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of 
the  ships  of  the  most  christian  king,  and  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  all  their  subjects  and  inhabitants, 
shall  be  forbid  doing  any  injury  or  damage  to  the  other 
side ;  and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary,  they  shall  be 
punished ;  and  shall  moreover,  be  bound  to  make  sa- 
tisfaction for  all  matter  of  damage,  and  the  interest 
thereof,  by  reparation,  under  the  penalty  and  obliga- 
tion of  their  persons  and  goods* 

ARTICLE  xix« 

AH  ships  and  merchandises  of  what  nature  soever, 
which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates 
or  robbers  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought  into  some 
port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  t»  the  custody 
of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  restored  en- 
tire, to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due  and  suffi- 
cient proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property 
thereof. 

ARTICLE   XX* 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  par- 
ty, and  privateers,  freely  to  carry,  whithersoever  they 
please^  the  ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies^ 
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without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  officers  of 
the  admirahy,  or  any  other  judges  ;  nor  shall  sucb  pri- 
zes be  arrested  or  seized,  when  they  come  to  and 
enter  the  ports  of  either  party ;  nor  shall  the  searchers 
or  other  officers  of  those  places,  search  the  same,  or 
make  examination  concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such 
prizes ;  but  they  may  hoist  sail  at  any  time,  and  de- 
part, and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  place  expressed  ia 
their  commissions,  which  the  commanders  of  such 
ships  of  war  shall  be  obliged  to  show*  On  the  con- 
trary, no  shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  given  in  their  ports 
.to  such  as  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  peo- 
ple, or  property  of  either  of  the  parties ;  but  if  such 
should  come  in,  being  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or 
the  danger  of  the  sea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  vigo- 
rously used  that  they  go  out,  and  retire  from  thence  as 
soon  as  possible. 


ARTICLE    XXI. 

If  any  ships  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties,  their 
subjects,  or  people,  shall  within  the  coasts  or  domi- 
nions of  the  other,  stick  upon  the  sands,  or  be  wreck- 
ed, or  suffer  any  other  damage,  all  friendly  assistance 
and  relief  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  shipwrecked, 
or  such  as  shall  be  in  danger  thereof ;  and  letters  of 
safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  them  for  their 
free  and  quiet  passage  from  thence,  and  the  return  of 
every  one  to  his  own  country. 
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whatsoever  to  exchange  either  ships,  merchandises,  or 
any  other  ladigg ;  neither  shall  they  be  allowed  eyen 
to  purchase  victuals,  except  such  as  shall  be  necessa- 
ry for  their  going  to  the  next  port  of  that  prince  or 
state  from  which  they  have  commissions* 


ARTICLE   XXVI. 

It  shall  be  kwful  for  all  and  singular  the  subjects  of 
the  most  christian  king,  and  the  citizens,  people  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  states,  to  sail  with  their  ships 
with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  security,  no  distinction 
being  made,  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the  merchan- 
dises laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  places  of 
those  who  ^ow  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  enmity 
with  the  most  christian  king,  or  the  United  States.  It 
shall  likewise  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  and  inhabi- 
tants aforesaid  to  sail  with  the  ships  and  merchandises 
aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  liberty  and 
security  from  the  places,  ports  and  havens  of  those 
who  are  enemies  of  both,  or  either  party,  without  any 
opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever,  not  only  direct- 
ly from  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementioned  to 
neutral  places,  but  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an 
enemy  to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whe- 
ther they  be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  prince, 
or  under  several.  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated,  that 
free  ships  shall  also  give  a  freedom  to  goods ;  and  that 
every  thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt, 
which  shall  be  found  on  board  the  ships  belonging  to 
the  subjects  of  either  of  the  confederates,  although 
the  whole  lading,  or  any  part  thereof,  should  appertain 
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to  the  enemies  ci  either ;  cootrabaod  goods  heiag  al- 
ways excepted.  It  is  also  agreed,  in  like  manner,  that 
the  same  liberty  be  extended  to  persons  who  are  oa 
board  a  free  ship,  with  this  efiect,  that  although  they 
be  enemies  to  both,  or  either  party,  they  are  not  to  be 
taken  out  of  that  free  ship,  unless  they  are  soldiers 
and  in  actual  service  of  the  enemies. 


ARTICLE    XXVII. 

This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  kinds  of  merchandises,  excepting  those^nly 
which  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  contraband ; 
and  under  this  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited 
goods,  shall  be  comprehended  arms,  great  guns,  bombs 
with  their  fusees  and  other  things  belonging  to  them, 
fire  balk,  gunpowder,  match,  cannon  ball,  pikes, 
swords,  lances,  spears,  halberds,  mortars,  petards, 
granadoes,  saltpetre,  muskets,  musket  balls,  helmets, 
headpieces,  breastplates,  coats  of  mail,  and  the  like 
kind  of  arms  proper  for  arming  soldiers,  musket  rests, 
belts,  horses  with  their  furniture,  and  all  other  warlike 
instruments  whatsoever.  These  merchandises  which 
follow  shall  not  be  reckoned  among  contraband  or 
prohibited  goods,  that  is  to  say,  all  sorts  of  cloths,  and 
all  other  manufactures  woven  of  any  wool,  flax,  silk, 
cotton  or  any  other  material  whatever,  all  kinds  of 
wearing  apparel,  together  with  the  species  whereof 
they  are  used  to  be  made,  gold  and  silver,  as  well  coin- 
ed as  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  lead,  copper,  brass,  coals,  as 
also  wheat  and  barley,  and  any  other  kind  of  corn  and 
pulse,  tobacco,  and  likewise  all  manner  of  spices,  salt- 
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ed  and  imoked  Hetb,  sailed  fi«k,  cheese  and  butteri 
beer,  oils,  wines,  sngara,  and  all  sorts  of  salt,  and  in 
general  all  provisions  which  serve  for  the  nonfiahoient 
of  mankind,  and  the  sustenance  of  life.  Forthemore, 
nil  kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch,  ropes,  ca* 
fales,  sails,  sail  cloth,  anchors  and  any  parts  of  anchors, 
also  ships'  masts,  planks,  boards  and  beams,  of  what 
tree  soever,  and  all  other  things,  proper  either  for 
building  or  repairing  ships,  and  all  other  goods  what- 
soever, which  have  not  been  worked  into  the  form  of 
any  instrument  or  thing  prepai^d  for  war  by  land  or 
by  sea,  shall  not  be  reputed  contra4)and,  much  less 
such  as  have  been  already  wrought  and  made  up  for 
any  other  use ;  all  which  shall  wholly  be  reckoned 
among  free  goods ;  as  likewise  all  other  merchandises 
and  things  which  are  not  comprehended,  and  particu- 
larly mentioned,  in  the  foregoing  enumeration  of  con« 
traband  goods ;  so  that  they  may  be  transported  and 
carried  in  the  freest  manner,  by  the  subjects  of  both 
confederates,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy, 
such  towns  and  places  being  only  excepted  as  are  at 
that  time  besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested. 

ARTICLE   XXVIIIt 

To  the  end  that  all  manner  of  dissentions  and  quar* 
rels  may  be  avoided  and  prevented,  on  one  side  and 
the  other,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  either  of  the  par- 
ties hereto  should  be  engaged  in  a  war,  the  ships  and 
vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the 
other  ally  must  be  furnished  with  sea  letters  or  pass- 
ports, expressing  the  name,  property,  and  bulk  of  the 
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•hits  M  ftho  the  name  cind  place  of  habitation  of  the 
iMftter  or  comfnander  oT  the  said  ship,  that  it  may  ap- 
pear thereby,  that  the  ship  really  and  truly  belongs  t<i 
the  subjects  of  one  of  the  parties ;  which  passports 
shall  be  made  out  and  granted  according  to  the  form 
annexed  to  this  treaty.  They  shall  likewise  be  recall- 
ed every  year ;  that  is,  if  the  ^hip  happens  to  return 
home  within  the  space  of  a  year.  It  is  likewise 
agreed  that  such  ships,  being  laden,  are  to  be  provided 
act  only  with  passports,  as  ebovementioned,  but  also 
with  certificates  containing  the  several  particulars  of 
the  cargo,  the  place  whence  the  ship  sailed,  and  whi- 
ther she  is  bound,  that  so  it  may  be  known  whether 
any  forbidden  or  contraband  goods  be  on  board  the 
same ;  which  certificates  shall  be  made  out  by  the  ojfi- 
cers  of  the  place  whence  the  ship  set  sail,  in  the  ac- 
customed form;  and  if  any  one  shall  think  it  fit  or 
advisable  to  express  in  the  said  certificates  the  per- 
sons to  whom  the  goods  on  board  belong,  he  may 
freely  do  it. 

ARTICLE    XZIX. 

The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  parties,  coming  upon  any  coast  belonging  to 
either  of  the  said  allies,  bot  not  willing  to  enter  into 
port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to 
unload  their  cargoes  or  break  bt^^k,  shall  not  be  oblig- 
ed to  give  an  account  of  tHcir  lading,  unless  they 
should  be  suspected,  upon  some  manifest  tokens,  of 
carrying  to  the  enemy  of  the  other  ally  any  prohibit- 
ed goods  called  contraband ;  and  in  case  of  such  ma- 
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nifest  suspicioDi  the  parties  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit, 
10  the  ports,  their  passports  and  certificates  in  the  maa- 
ner  before  specified. 


ARTICLE   XXX. 

If  the  ships  of  the  said  subjects,  people  or  inhabi- 
tants of  either  of  the  parties,  shall  be  met  witH,  either 
sailing  along  the  coast,  or  on  the  high  seas,  by  any 
ship  of  war  of  the  other,  or  by  any  privateers,  the 
said  ships  of  war  or  prirateers,  for  the  avoiding  of  any 
disorder,  shall  remain  out  of  cannon  shot,  and  may 
send  their  boats  on  board  the  merchant  ship  which 
they  shall  so  meet  with,  and  may  enter  her  to  the  num- 
ber of  two  or  three  men  only,  to  whom  the  master  or 
commander  of  such  ship  or  vessel  shall  exhibit  his 
passport  concerning  the  property  of  the  ship,  made 
out  according  to  the  form  inserted  in  this  present  trea* 
ty ;  and  the  ship,  when  she  shall  have  showed  such 
passport,  shall  be  free  and  at  liberty  to  pursue  her 
voyage,  so  as  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  molest  or  search 
her  in  any  manner,  or  to  give  her  chace  or  force  her 
to  quit  her  intended  course.  It  is  also  agreed,  that  all 
goods,  when  once  put  on  board  the  ships  or  vessels  of 
either  parties,  shall  be  subject  to  no  further  visitation  ; 
but  all  visitation  or  search  shall  be  made  beforehand, 
and  all  prohibited  goods  shall  be  stopped  on  the  spot, 
before  the  same  be  put  on  board  the  ships  or  vessels 
of  the  respective  states^  nor  shall  either  the  persons 
or  goods  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty 
or  the  United  States,  be  pat  under  any  arrest,  or  mo- 
lested by  any  other  kind  of  embargo  for  that  cause ; 
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and  only  the  sil^ect  of  that  state  to  vAtem  the  saMI 
goods  have  bean  or  shall  be  prolMbked,  aad  shall  pre- 
same  to  sell  or  alienate  such  sort  of  goods,  shall  ba 
duly  punished  for  the  offence. 

The  form  of  the  sea  letters  and  passports  to  be  gi« 
yen  to  ships  and  vessels  according  to  the  38th 
article. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting* 

It  is  Jiereby  made  knoam  that  leave  aad  permission 
has  been  given  to  master  and  com# 

mander  of  the  ship  called  of  the 

town  of  burden 

tons,  or  thereabouts,  lying  at  present  in  the  port  and 
haven  of-  and  bound  for 

and  laden  with  after  that  his  ship  has 

been  visited,  and  before  sailing,  he  shall  make  oath, 
before  the  oflScers  who  have  the  jurisdiction  of  mari- 
time  affairs,  that  the  said  ship  belongs  to  one  or  more 
of  the  subjects  of  the  act  whereof 

shall  be  put  at  the  end  of  these  presents;  as  likewise 
that  he  will  keep  and  cause  to  be  kept,  by  his  crew  on 
board,  the  marine  ordinances  and  regulations,  and 
enter  in  the  proper  office  a  list  signed  and  witnessed 
of  the  crew  of  his  ship,  and  of  all  who  shall  embark 
on  board  her,  whom  he  ahall  not  take  on  board  without 
the  knowledge  and  permission  of  the  officers  of  the 
iQarine ;  and  in  every  port  and  haven,  where  he  shall 
enter  with  his  ship,  he  shall  show  this  present  leave  to 
the  officers  and  judges  of  the  autrine,  and  shall  give  a 
&ithful  account  to  them,  of  what  passed  and  was  dona 
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daring  his  voyage ;  and  he  shall  carry  the  coloars, 
irms,  and  ensigns  of  daring  bit 

voyage. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  signed  these  presents, 
and  pat  the  seal  of  our  arms   thereunto,  and 
caused  the  same  to  be  countersigned  by 
at  the  day  of 

A.D. 

The  form  of  the  act  containing  the  oath. 

We  of  the  admiralty  of 

do  certify,  that  master  of  the  ship 

named  in  the  above  passport,  hath  taken  the  oath 
mentioned  therein. 

Done  at  the  day  of  A.  D* 

The  form  of  the  certificate  to  be  required  of,  and  to 
be  given  by,  the  magistrates  •r  officers  of  tba 
customs  of  the  town  and  port,  in  their  respective 
towns  and  ports,  to  the  ships  and  vessels  which 
sail  from  thence,  according  to  the  directions  of 
the  38th  article  of  this  present  treaty. 

We  magistrates  (or  officers  of  the 

customs)  of  the  town  and  port  of 
do  certify  and  attest,  that  on  the  day 

of  the  month  of  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  personally  appeared  before  us 

of  and  declared, 

by  a  solemn  oath,  that  the  ship  or  vessel  called 

of  about  tons,  whereof 


of  his  usual  place 

of  habitatioii,  is  master  or  commander,  does  rightfully 
and  properly  belong  to  him  and  other  subjects  of 

and  to  them  alone ;  that  she  is  now  bound 
from  the  port  of  to  the  port  of 

laden  with  the  goods  and  merchandises 
hereunder  particularly  described  and  enumerated,  that 
IS  to  say. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have'signed  this  certificate, 

and  sealed  it  with  the  seal  of  our  oflSce. 
Given  the  day  of  the  month  of 

in  the  year  of  x>ur  Lord 


INSTRUCTIONS  TO 

There  is  delivered  to  you  herewith  a  plan  of  a 
treaty  with  his  most  christian  majesty  of  France,  ap- 
proved of  in  Congress,  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States ;  and  you  are  hereby  instructed  to  use  every 
means  in  your  power  for  concluding  it,  conformably  to 
the  plan  you  have  received. 

If  you  shall  find  that  to  be  impracticable,  you  are 
hereby  authorized  to  relax  the  demands  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  enlarge  their  offers  agreeably  to  the  fol* 
lowing  directions  : 

If  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  not  consent  that 
the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  shall  have  the 
privileges  proposed  in  the  second  article,  then  the 
United  States  ought  not  to  give  the  subjects  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  the  privileges  proposed  in  the  first 
article;  but  that  the  United  States  shall  give  to  his 
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moat  ehristian  majesty  tbe  same  privileges,  liberties, 
and  immunities  at  least,  and  the  like  favour  in  aH 
things  which  any  foreign  nation  the  most  favoured 
shall  have — provided,  his  most  christian  majesty  shall 
give  to  the  United  States  the  same  benefits,  privileges 
and  immunities  which  the  most  favoured  nation  now 
has,  uses,  or  enjoys. 

And,  in  case  neither  of  these  propositions  of  equal 
advantages  is  agreed  to,  then  the  whole  of  the  said  ar- 
tides  are  to  be  rejected,  rather  than  obstruct  the  fur* 
ther  progress  of  the  treaty. 

The  fourth  article  must  be  insisted  on* 

The  seventh  article  ought  to  be  obtained,  if  possi- 
ble ;  but  should  be  waved,  rather  than  that  the  treaty 
should  be  interrupted  by  insisting  upon  it* 

His  most  christian  majesty  agreeing,  nevertheless, 
to  use  his  interest  and  influence  to  procure  passes 
from  the  states  mentioned  in  this  article  for  the  vessels 
of  the  United  States  upon  the  Mediterranean. 

The  eighth  article  will  probably  be  attended  with 
some  difficulty.  If  you  find  his  most  christian  majesty 
determined  not  to  agree  to  it,  you  are  empowered  to 
add  to  it,  as  follows : — That  the  United  States  will 
never  be  subject,  or  acknowledge  allegiance,  or  obe- 
dience, to  the  king,  or  crown,  or  parliament  of  Great 
Britain ;  nor  grant  to  that  nation  any  exclusive  trade, 
or  any  advantages,  or  privileges  in  trade,  more  than 
to  his  most  christian  majesty ;  neither  shall  any  treaty 
for  terminating  the  present  war  between  the  king  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  or  any  war  which 
may  be  declared  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain  against 
his  most  christian  majesty,  in  consequence  of  this 
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treaty,  take  efiect  until  the  expiration  of  six  calendar 
montht  after  the  negotiation  for  that  purpose  shall 
have  been  dnlj^  notified,  in  the  former  instance  by 
the  United  Slates  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  and 
in  the  other  instance,  l)y  his  most  christian  majesty 
to  the  United  States ;  to  the  end  that  both  these  par- 
ties may  be  included  in  the  peace,  if  they  think 
proper* 

The  twelfth  and  thirteenth  articles  are  to  be  waved, 
if  you  find  that  the  treaty  will  be  interrupted  by  insist- 
ing on  them. 

You  will  press  the  fourteenth  article ;  but  let  not  the 
fate  of  the  treaty  depend  upon  obtaining  it* 

If  his  most  christian  majesty  should  be  unwilling  to 
agree  to  the  sixteenth  and  twenty*sixth  articles,  you 
are  directed  to  consent  that  the  goods  and  efiects  of 
enemies,  on  board  the  ships  and  vessels  of  either  party^ 
shall  be  liable  to  seizure  and  confiscation. 

The  twenty'^fifth  article  is  not  to  be  insisted  on. 

You  will  solicit  the  court  of  France  for  an  immediate 
supply  of  twenty  or  thirty  thousand  muskets  and  bayo- 
nets,  and  a  large  supply  of  ammunition  and  brass  field 
pieces,  to  be  sent  under  convoy  by  France.  The 
United  States  engage  for  the  payment  of  the  arms,  ar- 
tillery and  ammunition,  and  to  indemnify  France. for 
the  expense  of  the  convoy. 

Engage  a  few  good  engineers  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States. 

It  is  Inghly  probable  that  France  means  not  to  let 
the  United  States  sink  in  the  present  contest*  But  as 
the  difficulty  of  obtainmg  true  accounts  of  our  condi* 
tion  may  cause  an  opinion  to  be  entertained  that  we 
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are  able  to  support  tbe  war  on  oar  own  strength  and 
resources  longer  than,  in  fact,  we  can  do,  it  will  be 
proper  for  you  to  press  for  the  immediate  and  explicit 
declaration  of  France  in  our  favour,  upon  a  suggestion 
that  a  re«union  with  Great  Britain  maj  be  tbe  cense* 
quence  of  a  delay. 

Should  Spain  be  disinclined  to  our  cause,  from  an 
apprehension  of  danger  to  his  dominions  in  South 
America,  you  are  empowered  to  give  the  strongest 
assurances,  that  that  crown  will  receive  no  molesta- 
tion from  the  United  States,  in  the  possession  of  these 
territories* 

You  will  transmit  to  us  the  most  speedy  and  fuU 
intelligence  of  your  progress  in  this  business,  and 
of  any  other  transactions  that  it  may  irapcnt  its  to 
know. 

You  are  desired  to  get  the  best  and  earliest  infor** 
mation  that  you  possibly  can  of  any  negotiatioBs  that 
the  court  of  London  may  be  carrying  on  for  obtaining 
foreign  mercenaries  to  be  sent  against  these  states  the 
next  campaign ;  and  if  any  such  design  is  in  agitation, 
you  will  endeavour  to  prevail  with  the  court  of 
France  to  exert  its  influence  in  the  most  effectual 
manner  to  prevent  the  execution  of  such  designs. 

You  are  desired  to  obtain,  as  early  as  possible,  a 
publick  acknowledgment  of  the  independency  of  these 
states  on  the  crown  and  parliament  of  Great  Britain, 
by  the  court  of  France. 

In  conducting  this  important  business,  the  Congress 
have  the  greatest  confidence  in  your  address,  abilities, 
vigilance,  and  attachment  to  the  interests  of  the  United 
States,  and  wish  you  every  success. 
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SEPTEMBER  24,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Thursday  next  be  assigned  for  ip« 
pointing  commissioners  to  transact  the  Innioess  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  France. 


SEPTEMBER  %,  1776. 

According  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  pro- 
ceeded to  the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  the 
conrt  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  thfee  be  appointed. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Mr.  B.  Franklin,  Mr.  S. 
Deane,  and  Mr.  T.  Jefferson,  were  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  draft  of  letters  of  credence  to  the  commis- 
sioners ;  and  that  the  said  committee  report  the  ways 
and  means  of  providing  for  their  subsistence. 

The  members  chosen  were  Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  R.  H. 
Lee,  Mr.  Wythe,  and  Mr.  J.  Adams. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  draw  up  and  re- 
port to  Congress  a  set  of  instructions  for  the  commis- 
sioners relative  to  their  entering  into  treaties  and  ne- 
gotiations with  other  foreign  states  in  Europe. 

Resolved,  That  secrecy  shall  be  observed  until  the 
farther  order  of  Congress ;  and  that,  until  permission 
be  obtained  from  Congress  to  disclose  the  particulars 
of  this  basiness,  no  member  be  permitted  to  say  any 
Iking  OK>re  upon  tiiis  subject  than  that  Congress  have 
taken  such  steps  as  they  judged  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose of  obtaining  foreign  alliances. 
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Ordered,  That  an  express  be  sent  to  Mr.  Jefferson, 
to  mform  him  of  his  appointment ;  and  that  a  copy  of 
the  resolve  for  secrecy  be,  at  the  same  time,  transmit- 
ted to  him ;  and  that  he  be  requested  to  inform  the 
President  at  what  lime  and  place  a  vessel  shall  be  sent 
for  him. 


SEPTEMBER  38,  1776. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  cre- 
dence, &c.  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration. 

The  letters  of  credence  beipg  read  and  amended, 
were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  'States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,  Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and 
Georgia,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send 
greeting. 

Whereas  a  trade  upon  equal  terms  between  the  sub- 
jects of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of  France, 
and  the  people  of  these  states,  will  be  beneficial  to 
both  nations — Know  ye  therefore,  that  we,  confiding 
in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of*  have  ap- 

pointed and  deputed,  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint 
and  depute  them  the  said  our  commissioners, 

*  N.  B.  This  blank  was  afterwards  fiUed  wi&  the  words  BeDJamin 
FrankfiD,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the  state  of  Peansyhra- 
Bia,  and  president  of  the  convention  of  the  said  state,  &c.,  Silas  Deaae, 
now  in  France,  late  a  delegate  from  the  itote  of  Coonecticttt,  and  Ar- 
Ibur  Lee,  barrister  at  law. 
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giving  and  granting  to  them  the  said  or  any 

two  of  them,  and  in  case  of  the  death,  absence,  or  dis* 
abih'ty  of  any  two,  to  any  one  of  them,  fdl  power  to 
communicate,  treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  his  most 
christian  majesty,  the  king  of  Prance,  or  with  such 
person  or  persons  as  shall  by  him  be  for  that  purpose 
authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true  and  sincere  friend- 
ship, and  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  universal  peace,  for 
the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of  the  navigation 
and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and 
to  do  all  other  things,  which  may  conduce  to  those  .de- 
sirable ends;  and  promising  in  good  faith  to  ratify 
whatsoever  our  said  commissioners  shall  transact  in 
the  premises. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  thirtieth  day 
of  September,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-six. — In  testimo- 
ny whereof,^  the  President,  by  order  of  the  said 
Congress,  hath  hereunto^  subscribed  his  name, 
and  affixed  his  seal. 

President. 
Attest. 

Sec'y. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  should  live  in 
such  a  style  and  manner,  at  the  court  of  France,  as 
they  may  find  suitable  and  necessary  to  support  the 
dignity  of  their  publick  character,  keeping  an  account 
of  their  expenses,  which  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  United  Slates  of  America. 

VOL.   II.  5 
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That  besides  the  actual  expenses  of  the  commis- 
sioners, a  handsome  allowance  be  made  to  each  of 
them  as  a  compensation  for  their  time,  trouble,  risk  and 
services. 

That  the  secretary  of  the  embassy  be  allowed  a  sala- 
ry of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  per  annum,  with 
the  expenses  of  his  passage  out  and  home. 

That  the  secret  committee  be  directed  to  export 
produce,  or  remit  bills,  until  tbey  make  at)  effectual 
lodgment  in  France  of  ten  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
subject  to  the  orders  of  the  said  commissioners  for 
their  present  support ;  and  report  to  Congress  when 
it  is  effected,  in  order  that  Congress  may  then  consi- 
der what  further  remittances  then  to  order  for  thb 
purpose.  '^ 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  of  the  re- 
port be  postponed* 

OCTOBER  22,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  going  to  the 
court  of  France,  be  directed  to  procure  from  that 
court,  at  the  expense  of  these  United  States,  either  by 
purchase,  or  loan,  eight  line  of  battle  ships,  of  seventy- 
four  and  sixty-four  guns,  well  manned  and  fitted  in 
every  respect  for  service ;  that  as  these  ships  may  be 
useful  in  proportion  to  the  quickness  with  which  they 
may  reach  North  America,  the  commissioners  be  di- 
rected to  expedite  this  negotiation  with  all  possible 
diligence* 
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Mr,  Jefferson  having  informed  Congress,'  that  the 
state  of  his  family  will  not  permit  him  to  accept  the 
honour  of  going  as  their  commissioner  to  France, 

Resolved,  That  another  be  elected  in  his  room. 

The  ballots  being  taken,  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  was 
elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of '  secret  correspon- 
dence acquaint  Mr.  Lee  of  bis  appointment,  and  that 
his  powers  and  instructions  are  lodged  in  Paris. 

DECEMBER  23,1776. 

The  committee  of  secret  correspondence  having  ap- 
plied for  instructions  to  enable  tbem  to  return  an  an- 
swer to  the  letter  read  yesterday  from  Mr.  Deane — 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspond 
dence  be  directed  to  inform  the  commissioners  at  the 
court  of  France,  that  Congress  have  received  no  ad- 
vices concerning  the  proceedings  of  Portugal,  but  what 
they  have  seen  in  the  newspapers,  the  authenticity  of 
which  may  be  doubtful. 

That  Congress  desire  exact  information  from  the 
commissioners,  whether  any  American  vessels  have 
been  prohibited  entering,  or  have  been  confiscated  in 
the  dominions  of  Portugal,  and  on  what  principles. 

That  they  be  directed  to  remonstrate  in  the  firmest 
tone  with  the  Portuguese  ambassador  on  these  sub- 
jects, so  soon  as  they  shall  have  well  informed  them- 
selves of  the  facts  abovementioned. 

That  the  commissioners  be  authorized  to  arm  and  fit 
for  war  any  number  of  vessels  not  exceeding  six,  at  the 
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expense  of  the  United  States,  to  war  upon  British 
property  ;  and  that  commissions  and  warrants  be  for 
this  purpose  sent  to  the  commissioners ;  provided  the 
commissioners  be  well  satisfied  this  measure  will  not 
be  disagreeable  to  the  court  of  France* 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  Congress  at 
the  court  of  France  be  authorized  to  borrow,  on  the 
faith  of  the  thirteen  United  jStates,  a  sum  not  exceed* 
ing  two  millions  sterlings  for  a  term  not  less  than  ten 
years. 

That  if  the  money  borrowed  cannot  be  obtained  at 
a  less  interest  than  six  per  cent,  the  commissioners 
be  permitted  to  engage  for  that  rate  of  interest ;  and 
that  they  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  at 
periods  not  less  than  annual. 

That,  if  the  commissioners  can  contract  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  principal  and  interest  in  the  products  of 
North  America,  to  be  delivered  here,  it  will  be  very 
agreeable  to  Congress. 

DECEMBER  24,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  t« 
prepare  and  report  a  plan  for  obtaining  foreigq  assis- 
tance. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
Mr.  Richard  Henry  Lee,  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 


DECEMBER  27,  1776. 

Resolved^  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence be  desired  to  direct  the  commissioneni  at  the 
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court  of  Franee  to  procure,  if  possible,  from  that  court, 
a  Inuidred  tbousand  stand  of  arms. 


DECEMBER  28,  1776. 

The  coramittee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  for  ob- 
taining foreign  assistance  hronght  in  a  report,  which 
was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  the  whole,  and  that  Congress  do  immediately  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  to  take  the  same 
into  consideration. 

Congress  then  resolyed  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  the  plan  of  obtaining  foreign  assistance ;  and 
after  some  time  spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed 
the  chair;  and  Mr.  Harrison  reported,  that  the  coramit- 
tee have  had  under  consideration  the  report  to  them 
referred,  and  have  made  sundry  amendments,  but  not 
having  had  time  to  go  through  the  whole,  desire  leave 
to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will  tomorrow  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  further 
eonsideration  the  re{)ort  of  the  committee. 

DECEMBER  29, 1776. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  take  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  plan  of  obtaining  foreign  assistance  ; 
and  after  some  time,  the  President  resumed  the  chair, 
and  Mr.  Francis  L.  Lee  reported,  That  the  committee 
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bave  had  under  consideration  the  report  to  them  re- 
ferred, and  have  made  sundry  further  amendments, 
which  he  was  ready  to  report. 

Resolved,  that  the  report  be  received,  and  taken 
into  consideration  tomorrow. 


DECEMBER  30,  1776. 

/  The  report  from  the  committee  of  the  whole  being 
read,  the  same  was  taken  into  consideration  :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  commissioners  be  forthwith  sent  to 
the  courts  of  Vienna,  Spain,  Prussia,  and  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany. 

That  the  several  commissioners  of  the  United  States 
be  instructed  to  assure  the  respective  courts,  that  not- 
withstanding the  artful  and  insidious  endeavours  of  the 
court  of  Great  Britain  to  represent  the  Congress  and 
inhabitants  of  these  states  to  the  European  powers  as 
having  a  disposition  again  to  submit  to  the  sovereignty 
of  the  crown  of  Great  Britain,  it  is  their  determination 
at  all  events  to  maintain  their  independence. 

That  the  commissioners  be  respectively  directed  to 
use  every  means  in  their  power  to  procure  the  assis- 
tance of  the  emperor  of  Germany,  and  of  their  roost 
christian,  catholick,  and  Prussian  majesties,  for  pre- 
venting German,  Russian,  or  other  foreign  troops  from 
being  sent  to  America  for  hostile  purposes  against 
these  United  States,  and  for  obtaining  a  recall  of  those 
already  sent. 

That  his  most  christian  majesty  be  induced,  if  pos: 
sible,  to  assist  the  United  States  in  the  present  war  with 
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Great  Britein,  by  atUckiag  the  electorate  of  Hanover,  / 
or  any  part  of  the  dominiong  of  Great  Britain,  in  Europe,  ^ 
the  East  or  West  Indies. 

That  the  commissioners  be  further  empowered  to 
stipulate  with  the  court  of  France,  that  all  the  trade 
between  the  United  States  and  the  West  India  islands 
shall  be  carried  on  by  vessels  either  belonging  to  the 
subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  or  of  these  states, 
each  having  free  liberty  to  carry  on  such  trade. 

That  the  commissioners   be  likewise  instructed  to 
assure  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  should  his  forces 
be  employed,  in  conjunction  with  those  of  the  United  / 
States,  to  exclude  his  Britannick  majesty  from  any  share  f 
in  the  cod  fishery  of  America,  by  reducing  the  islands  | 
of  Newfoundland  and  Cape  Breton,  and  ships  of  war 
be  furnished,  when  required  by  the  United  States,  to 
reduce  Nova  Scotia,  the  fishery  shall  be  enjoyed  equal- 
ly and  in  common  by  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  y 
majesty  and  of  these  states,  to  the  exclusion  of  all  other 
nations  and  people  whatever  ;  apd  half  the  island  of 
Newfoundland  shall  be  owned  by  and  subject  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  his  most  christian  majesty  ;   provided 
that  the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  island  of  Cape  Breton, 
and  the  remaining  part  of  Newfoundland  be  annexed 
to  the  territory  and  government  of  the  United  States. 

That  should  the  proposals  already  made  be  insuffi- 
cient to  produce  the  proposed  declaration  of  war,  and 
the  commissioners  are  convinced  that  it  cannot  be 
otherwise  accomplished,  they  assure  his  most  christian 
majesty,  that  such  of  the  British  West  India  islands  as 
in  the  course  of  the  war  shall  be  reduced  by  the  united 
force  of  France  and  the  United  Slates,  shall  be  yielded 
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in  tbsolute  property  to  his  most  christian  majesty ;  and 
the  United  States  engage,  on  timely  notice,  to  furnish 
at  their  expense,  and  deliver  at  some  convenient  port 
or  ports  in  the  said  United  States,  provisions  for  car- 
rying on  expeditions  against  the  said  islands  to  the 
amount  of  two  million  of  dollars,  and  six  frigates 
mounting  not  less  than  twenty-four  guns  each,  manned 
and  fitted  for  the  sea ;  and  to  render  any  other  assistance 
which  may  be  in  their  power,  as  becomes  good  allies. 

That  the  commissioners  for  the  courts  of  France  and 
Spain  consult  together,  and  prepare  a  treaty  of  com- 
merce and  alliance,  as  near  as  may  be,  similar  to  the 
first  proposed  to  the  court  of  France,  not  inconsistent 
therewith,  nor  disagreeable  to  his  roost  christian  ma- 
jesty, to  be  proposed  to  the  court  of  Spain — adding 
thereto,  ^^  That  if  his  catholick  majesty  will  join  with 
^<  the  United  States  in  war  against  Great  Britain,  they 
^^  will  assist  in  reducing  to  the  possession  of  Spain  the 
<*  town  and  harbour  of  Pensacola ;  provided  that  the 
<<  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United  Slates  shall 
^  have  the  free  and  uninterrupted  navigation  of  the 
^^  Mississippi,  and  use  of  the  harbour  of  Pensacola  ; 
<^  and  will,  provided  it  be  true  that  his  Portuguese  ma- 
*^  jesty  has  insultingly  expelled  the  vessels  of  these 
^<  states  from  his  ports,  or  hath  confiscated  any  such 
^<  vessels,  declare  war  against  the  said  king,  if  that 
"  measure  shall  be  agreeable  to  and  supported  by  the 
"courts  of  France  and  Spain.'' 

That  the  commissioners  for  the  court  of  Berlin  con- 
sult with  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  and 
prepare  such  a  treaty  or  treaties  of  friendship  and 
commerce,  to  be  proposed  to  the  king  of  Prussia,  as 
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shall  not  be  disagreeable  to  their  most  christian  and 
catbolick  majesties* 

That  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France  be 
iafomied  of  the  designs  of  Congress  to  send  commis- 
jttoners  to  the  courts  of  Vieaoa,  and  the  grand  duke  of 
Tuscanj^  to  cultivate  the  friendship  of  those  princes, 
and  to  form  such  treaties  of  commerce  as  may  be  be- 
neficial to  those  countries  and  the  United  States,  and 
directed  to  acquaint  the  ambassadors  from  their  courts 
to  that  of  France  with  this  design ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  to  solicit,  through  those  ambassadors,  the  inter- 
ference of  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Tuscany  to 
prevent  Great  Britain  from  sending  foreign  troops  to 
this  country,  and  to  procure  a  recall  of  such  foreign 
troops  as  are  already  here. 

JANUARY  1,  1777. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners 
to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Spain,  &c.    And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Dr.  B.  Franklin  be  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  court  of  Spain,  and  there  transact,  in  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  such  business  as  shall  be  entrust- 
ed to  him  by  Congress,  agreeably,  to  the  instructions 
that  may  be  given  him,  and  transmitted  by  the  com« 
mittee  of  secret  correspondence. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence prepare  a  commission  for  Dr.  Franklin. 

Resolved,  That  the  appointment  of  commissiopers 
to  the  other  courts  be  postponed  to  Friday  next. 

VOL.   lU  6 
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JANUARY  2,  1777. 

The  coiiiiiitlt6e  of  seeret  correspotidence  brovgbt  ia 
the  form  ef  a  connissioD  to  B.  Fratddin,  esquif e,  com- 
missiooer  to  the  court  of  Spain,  wbkh  was  read  ;  and 
after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three  V 

The  m«mbeit  cboieii  were  Mr*  Chase,  'Mr.  Wit- 
son,  and  Mr.  S.  Adams. 

The  coHNnitlee  to  whom  Dr.  Franklin's  commisaton 
was  referred  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  read  and 
agreed  to  aa  foHows : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  V irgmia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina, 
ttid  Georgia — To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  commercial  connexion  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  his  catholich  majesty  the  king  . 
of  Spain  and  the  people  of  these  states  will  be  bene- 
ficial to  both  nations : — Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we, 
confiding  in  the  prudeitte  and  integrity  of  Benjamin 
Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress  from  the 
tftate  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  commissioner  from  these 
United  States  to  the  court  of  France,  have  ap|)ointed 
and  deputed,  and  by  these  presents  do  appoint  and  de- 
pute, him  the  said  B.  Franklin,  our  commissioner ; 
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giving  aad  granting  to  ktmi  the  said  Benjaoiin  FVank- 
lin,  full  power  to  communicate,  treat,  and  conclude 
with  his  catbdick  majesty  the  king  of  Spain,  or  with 
SHch  person  or  persons  as  shall  by  him  be  for  that  pur- 
pose aolbortzed,  of  and  upon  a  tma  and  sloctra  fmnd- 
ship,  and  a  firm,  inTiolable  and  uniTersa!  peace,  for 
the  defence,  protection,  and  safety  of  the  navigation 
and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his  catholick 
majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States ;  and  also 
to  enter  into,  and  agree  opoa,  a  treaty  with  his  catho- 
lic^ majesty,  or  such  person  or  petsons  as  shall  be  by 
hiai  amborised  for  a«ch  purpose,  for  assistsaoc  in  oar- 
syisg  on  the  present  war  between  6mt  Bvitaw  and 
these  United  States ;  and  to  do  all  olber  things  wbieb 
may  conduce  to  those  desirable  ends ;  and  promising 
in  good  faith  to  ratify  whatooever  onr  said  ceaissts- 
sioner  shall  transact  in  the  premises :  Provided  al- 
ways, that  the  said  Benjamin  FrankUn  shall  continae 
to  be  possessed  of  all  lbs  powers  heiwiofere  given  hia 
as  a  conumssioner  to  the  comrt  of  France  from  tbsso 
sutes^  so  long  as  he  shall  remain  aad  be  pse^at  ai 
the  said  court. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Baltimore,  the  second  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven.  In  testimony 
whereof  the  President,  by  order  of  the  said  Con- 
gress, hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  af- 
fixed his  seal. 

President. 
Attest. 

Secretary. 
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Ordered,  That  a  copy  be  made  out  and  transmitted 
to  Dr.  Franklin. 

Resolved,  That  a  new  commission  be  sent  to  the 
commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  including  the 
further  powers  given  in  the  commission  now  agreed  to* 

MAY  1,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  made  out  and  sent 
to  Arthur  Lee«  esquire,  empowering  him,  in  behalf  of  the 
United  States,  to  transact  such  business  at  the  court  of 
Spain  as  shall  be  entrusted  to  him  by  Congress,  agreea- 
bly to  the  instructions  that  may  be  given  him,  and 
transmitted  by  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  laws  and  customs  of  nations  respect- 
ing neutrality,  and  to  report  their  opinion,  whether  the 
conduct  of  the  king  of  Portugal,  in  forbidding  the  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  to  enter  his  ports,  and  or- 
dering those  already  there  to  depart  at  a  short  day,  is 
not  a  breach  of  the  laws  of  neutrality,  and  will  justify 
acts  of  hostility  against  the  subjects  of  the  said  king. 

The  members  chosen  were  Mr.  Wilson,  Mr.  J. 
Adams,  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

MAY  7,  1777. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  commissioners 
for  foreign  courts ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  Ralph 
Izard,  esquire,  was  elected  for  the  court  of  Tuscany. 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  the  other  commis- 
sioners be  postponed. 
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MAY  9,   1777. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commis- 
sioner for  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin  ;  and  the 
ballots  being  taken,  William  Lee,  esquire,  was  elected. 

MAY  12,  1777. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs  pre- 
pare a  draft  of  a  commission  and  proper  instnictioni^ 
for  the  commissioners  appointed  to  the  courts  of  Ma* 
drid|  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  Tuscan/* 

MAY  19,  1777. 

The  committee  of  foreign  afiairs  brought  in  a  draft 
of  a  commission  and  instructions  to  the  commissioners 
to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Spain,  Berlb,  and  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany,  which  were  read  ;  and,  after  dehate. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

MAY  31,  1777. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  brought  in  a  draft 
of  a  commission  to  Arthur  Lee,  commissioner  at  the 
court  of  Madrid,  which  was  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post- 
poned to  Wednesday  next;  and  that,  on  that  day, 
Congress  resolve  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole, 
to  take  into  consideration  the  state  of  foreign  affairs, 


and  the  inttructioDS  given  to  the  commissioners  ofXIoiH 
gress  at  foreign  courts. 

JUNE  5,  1777. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole,  to  consider  further  the  commission  to  A.  Lee, 
esquire,  and  the  state  of  foreign  affitirs;  and,  after 
some  time,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee  reported,  TImlI  the  coDMnittee  have  agreed 
td  the  fom  of  a  coBMBissioB  to  ▲•  Lee,  csqnire,  and 
ha9«  cone  to  a  resolution  on  the  instructions  given 
to  the  commissionera.  The  oommission  being  read, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer* 
sey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia — To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  commercial  connexion  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  his  catholick  majesty  the  king  of 
Spain  and  the  people  of  these  states,  will  be  beneficial 
to  both  nations : — Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  confid-> 
ing  in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of  Arthur  Lee,  esquire, 
of  Virginia,  have  appointed  and  deputed,  and  hy  these 
presents  do  appoint  and  depute  him  the  said  Arthur 
Lee,  our  commissioner,  giving  and  granting  to  him,  the 
said  Arthur  Lee,  full  power  to  communicate,  treat,  and 
conclude  with  his  catholick  majesty,  the  king  of  Spain, 


trmj 

•nKfUiMcb  penon  or  persons  at  sbaiH  ht  by  Urn  for 
tkae  porpose  amborincl,  of  tnd  upoa  a  true  and  Mli* 
cere  friendship,  and  a  firm,  inviolable,  and  unireitel 
peace,  for  tbe  defence,  protection  and  safety  of  the 
navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of  his 
catbolick  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United  States ; 
and  also,  to  enter  into,  and  agree  upon  a  treaty  with 
Im  catboKck  majesty,  or  such  person  or  persons  as 
sfasH  be  by  bim  authoriKed  for  that  purpoae,  for  as»it*> 
tanice  in  carrying  on  the  pr^ent  war  between  Great 
Britaiir  and  tbe  United  States,  and  to  do  all  other  tlmgt 
whodi  may  conduce  to  those  desirable  ends  ;  and  pro» 
■Bsing  in  good  bitli  to^ratify  whatsoever  our  said  cobh 
missioner  shall  transact  in  the  premises :  Provided  at 
ways,^  that  the  said  Arthur  Lee  shall  continue  to  be 
possessed  of  all  tbe  powers  heretofore  given  him,  as  a 
commissioner  at  the  court  of  France  from  these  states, 
so  long  as  he  shall  reaiaio  in^  and  be  present  at,  the 
said  court. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifth  day  of 
June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  se- 
ven hundred  and  seventy-seven.  In  testimony 
whereof,  the  President,  by  order  of  the  said  Con- 
gress, hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name,  and 
affixed  bis  seal. 

[l.s.]  President. 

Attest. 

Secretary. 
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The  resolution  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole,  was  read;  and,  after  debate,  on  the  question 
being  put, 

It  passed  in  the  negative. 


JUNE  27,  1777. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  brought  in  a  draft  of 
commissions  and  instructions  to  William  Lee,  esquire, 
commissioner  to  the  court  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and  to 
Ralph  Izard,  esquire,  commissioner  to  the  court  of  Tus- 
cany, which  were  read  ;  and,  after  debate,  the  determi- 
nation on  a  part  of  the  instructions  was,  at  the  request 
of  a  state,  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JUNE  28,  1777. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  commis- 
sions and  instructions  proposed  to  be  given  to  the 
commissioners  appointed  to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  and 
Berlin,  and  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany ;  and,  after 
debate. 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

JULY  1,  1777. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  were 
recommitted  the  commissions  and  instructions  to  the 
commissioners  to  the  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  and 
.  the  grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  brought  in  another  draft 
of  commissions  and  instructions,  which,  being  taken 
into  consideration,  were  agreed  to  as  follows  : 


C^milStlOV  TO  WrLLIAM  UB« 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bajr,  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware^  Maryland,  Vii^inia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia— To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  and  coounercial  connexion  be- 
tween the  subjects  of  his  imperial  majesfy,  the  emperor 
of  Germany,  and  the  people  of  these  states,  will  be  be- 
neficial to  both  nations : — Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we, 
reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  the  zeal,  fide- 
lity, abilities  and  assiduity  of  William  Lee,  esquire,  of 
the  state  of  Virginia,  have  appointed  and  deputed,  and  by 
these  presents  do  appoint  and  depute  the  said  William 
Lee  our  commissioner,  giving  and  granting  to  our  said 
commissioner  full  power  and  authority  to  communicate 
and  treat  with  his  imperial  majesty,  the  emperor  of 
Germany,  or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be 
by  him  for  such  purpose  authorized,  of  and  upon  a 
true  and  sincere  friendship,  and  a  firm,  inviolable,  and 
universal  peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety 
of  the  navigation  and  mutual  dommerce  of  the  subject^ 
of  his  imperial  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  United 
States ;  and  to  do  not  only  all  such  things  as  may  con- 
duce to  those  desirable  ends,  but  also,  to  transact  and 
execute  all  such  other  matters  as  shall  hereafter  be 
given  him  in  charge. 

YOU  II.  7 
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Done  in  Congrtss,  at  PhiladelpUa,  the  first  day  of 
Jnly,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  tboniand  seven 
hundred  and  seventy-seven*  In  testimony  whereof 
the  President,  by  order  of  the  said  Congress, 
hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name  and  affixed 
his  seal. 

(Signed)  JOHN  HANCOCK,  President. 

Attest, 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

Another  commission  to  William  Lee,  esquire,  com- 
missioner to  his  majesty  the  king  of  Prussia,  in  the 
same  terms,  mutatis  mutandis. 

A  commission  to  Ralph  Izard,  esquire,  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina,  commissioner  to  his  royal  highness  the 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany,  similar  to  that  to  William 
Lee,  mutatis  mutandis. 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   WILLIAM   LEE,   ES^UmE. 
SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  commissions  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  au- 
thorizing and  appointing  you  to  represent  the  said 
Congress  as  their  commissioner  at  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin.  You  will  proceed  with  all  convenient  ex- 
pedition to  those  courts  ;  visiting  that  first,  which,  on 
consultation  with  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of 
France,  shall  be  judged  most  proper.  You  will  lose 
no  time  in  announcing  in  form  to  those  courts,  the 
declaration  of  Independence  made  in  Congress  on  the 
fourth  day  of  July,  1776.    The  reasons  of  this  act  of 


Indepeodence'  are  so  strongly  adduced  in  the  declare- 
tioo  itself,  that  farther  argttaient  is  nnsecessary.  As 
it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to'  these  states,  that 
Ghreat  Britain  be  effectually  obstructed  in  the  plan  of 
•ending  German  and  Russian  troops  to  North  Ameri- 
ca, you  will  exert  all  possible  address  and  vigour  to 
cultivate  the  friendship  and  procure  the  interference 
of  the  emperor  and  of  Prussia.  To  this  end  you  will 
propose  treaties  of  friendship  and  commerce  with  these 
powers,  upon  the  same  commercial  principles  as  were 
the  basis  of  the  first  treaties  of  friendship  and  com- 
merce proposed  to  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain,  by 
our  commissioners,  and  which  were  approved  in  Con- 
gress the  seventeenth  day  of  September,  1776,  and  not 
interfering  with  any  treaties  which  may  have  been  pro- 
posed to,  or  concluded  with,  the  courts  ahovemen- 
tioned.  For  your  better  instruction  herein,  the  com- 
missioners at  the  court  of  Versailles  will  be  desired 
to  furnish  you,  from  Paris,  with  a  copy  of  the  treaty 
originally  proposed  by  Congress,  to  be  entered  into 
with  France,  together  with  the  subsequent  alterations 
that  have  been  proposed  on  either  side. 

Yoa  are  to  propose  no  treaty  of  comoierce  to  be  of 
longer  duration  than  the  term  of  twelve  years  from  the 
date  of  its  ratification  by  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  And  it  must  never  be  forgotten,  in  these  com- 
Bsercial  treaties,  that  reciprocal  and  equal  advantages 
to  the  people  of  both  countries  be  firmly  and  plainly 
secured. 

There  being  reasons  to  suppose  that  his  Prussiao 
majesty  makes  commerce  an  object,  you  will  not  fail 
to  place  before  ^im^  in  the  clearest  light,  the  great 
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advantages  that  ibay  result  from  a  free  trade  between 
the  Frutsian  dominions  and  North  Aioerica* 

You  will  seize  the  first  favourable  moment  to  soli- 
cit^  with  decent  firmness  and  respect,  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  independence  of  these  states,  and  the 
publick  reception  of  their  commissioner  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  sovereign  states.  The  measures  you  maj 
take  in  the  premises,  and  the  occurrences  of  your  ne- 
gotiation, you  will  communicate  to  Congress  by  every 
opportunity* 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  these  in- 
structions, and  all  others  which  you  may  receive  from 
time  to  time,  should  be  kept  as  secret  as  circamstan* 
ces  will  admit. 

INSTRUCTIONS  TO  RALPH  IZARD,  ESQUIRB. 
SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  cooimission  from  the 
Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  au- 
thorizing and  appointing  you  to  represent  the  said  Con- 
gress as  their  commissioner  at  the  court  of  the  grand 
duke  of  Tuscany.  You  will  proceed  with  all  conve- 
nient expedition  to  the  court  of  the  grand  duke  9  and 
will  lose  no  time  in  announcing  in  form  the  declara- 
tion of  Independence  made  in  Congress  the  fourth  day 
of  July,  1776.  The  reasons  of  this  act  of  Indepen- 
dence are  so  strongly  adduced  in  the  declaration  itself, 
that  further  argument  is  unnecessary. 

As  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  to  these  states 
that. Great  Britain  be  effectilally  obstracted  in  the  plan 
of  sending  German  and  Russian  troops  to  North  Ame- 
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rkft)  yom  will  exert  all  possible  a<Mress  to  prevail  with 
the  grand  deke  to  use  his  bfluepce  with  the  eiaperor 
and  the  courts  of  France  and  Spain  to  this  end. 

You  will  propose  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  com* 
meice  with  the  said  graad  duke  upon  the  same  com- 
mercial principles  as  were  the  basis  of  the  first  Urea* 
ties  of  friendship  and  commerce  proposed  to  the  courts 
of  France  and  Spain  by  our  commissioners,  and  which 
were  approved  in  Congress  the  seventeenth  day  of 
September,  1776,  and  not  interfering  with  any  treaties 
which  may  hare  been  proposed  to  or  concluded  with 
the  courts  abovementioned*  For  your  better  instruc- 
tion herein,  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  Versailles 
will  be  desired  to  furnish  you,  from  Paris,  with  a  copf 
of  the  treaty  originally  proposed  by  Congress  to  be 
entered  into  with  France,  together  with  the  subsequent 
alterations  that  have  been  proposed  on  either  side. 

You  are  to  propose  no  treaty  of  commerce  to  be  of 
longer  duration  than  the  term  of  twelve  years  from 
the  date  of  its  ratification  by  the  Congress  of  the 
United  States*  And  it  must  never  be  forgotten  in 
these  commercial  treaties,  that  reciprocal  and  equal 
advantages  to  the  people  of  both  countries  be  firmly 
and  plainly  secured. 

There  being  reason  to  suppose  that  his  royal  high- 
ness  makes  commerce  an  object  of  hb  attention,  you 
will  not  fail  to  place  before  him,  in  the  clearest  light, 
the  great  advantages  that  may  result  from  a  free  trade 
between  Tuscany  and  North  America* 

You  will  seize  the  first  favourable  moment  to  solicit, 
with  firmness  and  respect,  an  acknowledgment  of  the 


indepeDdeiice  of  these  states,  and  the  pubHck  recep- 
tion of  their  commissioner  as  the  representative  of  so> 
vereign  states. 

The  measures  you  may  take  in  the  premises,  and 
the  occurrences  of  your  negotiation,  you  will  commu* 
nicate  to  Congress  by  every  opportunity. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  that  these  in* 
structions,  and  ail  others  which  yoa  may  receive  from 
time  to  time,  sbottk)  be  kept  as  secret  as  circmnstan* 
ces  will  admit* 

JULY  %  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  aflUrs  be 
instructed  to  prepare  a  commission  to  one  or  more  of 
the  commissioners  appointed  to  foreign  courts,  to  em^ 
power  him  or  them  to  represent  the  Congress  at  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Netherlands. 

JULY  3,  1777. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affiirs  brought  in  the 
form  of  a  commission  to  a  commissieoer  to  the  states 
general  of  the  United  Netherlands,  which  was  read : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  and  instructions  to 
the  commissioner  to  the  states  general  of  the  United 
Netherlands,  be  the  same  as  those  given  to  the  com- 
missioners to  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Berlin,  and  the 
grand  duke  of  Tuscany. 

.  The  committee  for  foreign  aflbirs  brovght  in  the 
draft  of  a  commission  and  instructions  to  the  commis« 
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•ionw  to  be  sent  to  the  ttatei  geaerfti  of  tbe  United 
Netberiandi,  which  were  read. 
Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


DECEMBER  3,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  money  borrowed  cannot  be    , 
obtained  at  a  leia  interest  than  six  per  cent*  the  com*  '^^' 
jiiissioners  be  permitted  to  engage  for  that  rate  of  in*    ^j 
terest;  and  that  they  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  tbe     ' 
interest  at  periods  not  less  than  annual. 

That  the  commissioners  be  instructed  to  consider 
the  money  hereby  directed  to  be  borrowed  as  a  fund  < 
to  be  applied  (unless  Congress  direct  otherwise)  solely 
to  tbe  purpose  of  answering  such  drafts  as  Congress 
shall  make  fior  the  porpose  of  lessening  the  sum  of  pa* 
par  money  in  circulation. 

That  in  order  more  effectually  to  answer  the  good 
purposes  intended  by  this  plan,  the  commissioners  be 
alio  instructed  to  keep  as  secret  as  the  nature  of  the 
thing  will  permit,  whatever  loan  they  shall  be  able  to 
obtain  for  this  purpose  on  account  of  the  United 
States ;  and  that  tbe  commissioners  be  desired  to  give 
Congress  the  most  early  and  repeated  information  pf 
their  success  in  this  application. 

FEBRUARY  4,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioner  at  the  court  of 
Tuscany  be  empowered  and  directed  to  endeavour  to 
obtain  a  loan  of  money,  not  exceeding  one  million 
sterling,  at  the  nsual  rate  of  interest,  on  the  faith  of 


the  thirteen  Uoited  States  of  America,  fin*  a  term  noC 
less  than  ten  years,  with  permission,  if  practicable,  to 
repay  the  same  sooner,  if  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  these 
states,  giving  to  the  lender  twelve  months  previoas 
notice  of  such  intention  to  return  the  money* 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs  sig* 
nify  to  the  commissioner  at  the  court  of  Tuscany, 
that  if  the  money,  which  he  is  directed  to  borrow, 
cannot  be  obtained  at  a  less  interest  than  six  per  cen- 
tum, he  is  permitted  to  engage  for  that  rate ;  and  that 
he-stipulate,  if  possible,  for  the  payment  of  the  inte- 
rest by  annexing  it  to  the  principal  annually  during 
the  continuance  of  the  present  war ;  after  which  the 
interest  shall  be  paid  off  yearly  as  it  becomes  due. 

That  the  said  commissioner  be  instructed  further  to 
consider  the  money  to  be  borrowed  by  him  as  a  fund 
to  be  applied  (unless  Congress  shall  direct  otherwise) 
solely  to  answer  such  drafts  as  Congress  may  make 
for  the  purpose  of  lessening  the  sum  t)f  paper  monej 
in  circulation* 

That  he  be  also  instructed  to  keep  as  secret  as  the 
nature  of  the  thing  will  admit  whatever  loan  he  shall 
be  able  to  obtain  on  account  of  these  United  States ; 
end  to  give  the  most  early  and  repeated  information  to 
Congress  of  his  progress  in  the  directed  application. 
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BIAY  4,  1778. 
Fall  powers  of  Mr.  Gerard,  in  French.^ 

THE   TRANSLATION. 

Lewis,  by  the  grace  of  God  kiftg  of  France  and 
Navarre,  to  all  who  shall  see  these  preseDti| 
Greeting. 

The  Congress  of  the  thirteen  United  States  of  North 
America  having  made  known  to  us,  by  their  plenipo- 
tentiaries residing  at  Paris,  their  desire  to  establish 
between  us  and  our  dominions  a  good  understanding, 
and  a  perfect  correspondence ;  and  having  for  that 
purpose  proposed  to  conclude  with  us  a  treaty  of  ami* 
ty  and  commerce  ;  and  we  having  thought  it  our  duty 
to  give  to  the  said  slates  a  sensible  proof  of  our  affec- 
tion, by  a  determination  to  accept  of  their  proposals  : 
For  these  causes,  and  other  good  considerations  us 
thereunto  moving,  we,  reposing  entire  confidence  in 
the  abilities,  experience,  zeal,  and  fidelity  for  our  ser- 
vice of  our  dear  and  beloved  Conrad  Alexander  Ge- 
rard, royal  syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  and  sec- 
retary of  our  council  of  state,  have  nominated, 
appointed  and  commissioned,  and  by  these  presents 
signed  with  our  hand,  do  nominate,  appoint,  and  com- 
mission him  our  plenipotentiary,  giving  him  power  and 
special  command  for  us,  and  in  our  name,  to  agree 
upon,  conclude  and  sign  with  the  plenipbtentiaries  of 

*  For  the  treaty  of  coouoerce. 
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the  United  StateSi  equally  furnished  in  due  form  with 
full  power,  such  treaty,  convention,  and  articles  of 
commerce  and  navigation,  as  be  shall  think  proper, 
willing  that  he  act  with  th^  sadie  authority  as  we  might 
or  could  act,  if  we  were  personally  present,  and  even 
as  though  he  had  more  special  command  than  what  is 
herein  conlUiihed ;  promising  in  good  foith  and  on  the 
word  of  a  king,  to  agree  to,  confirm,  and  establish  for- 
ever, and  to  accomplish  and  execute  punctually,  all 
that  our  said  dear  and  beloved  Conrad  Alexander  Ge- 
rard shall  stipulate  and  sign,  by  virtue  of  the  present 
power,  without  contravening  it  in  any  manner,  or  suf- 
fering it  to  be  contravened  for  any  cause,  or  under  any 
pretext  whatsoever ;  and  also  to  ratify  the  same  in 
due  form,  and  cause  our  ratification  to  be  delivered 
and  exchanged  in  the  time  that  shall  be  agreed  on. 
For  such  is  our  pleasure. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  set  our  seal. 

Done  at  Versailles,  this  thirtieth  day  of  January, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  seventy-eight,  and  the  fourth  year  of  our 
reign. 

[l.  8.]  Signed,  LOUIS. 

By  the  King. 

Gavier  de  Vkroennes. 

The  treaties  are  executed  in  French  and  English. 
The  English  is  as  follows : 
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TREATY  OF  AMITY  AND  COMMERCE. 

The  mo8t  christian  king,  and  the  thirteen  United 
States  of  North  America,  viz.  New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Ma- 
ryland, Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  willing  to  fix  in  an  equitable  and 
permanent  manner  the  rules  which  ought  to  be  fol- 
lowed relative  to  the  correspondence  and  commerce 
wluch  the  two  parties  desire  to  establish  between  their 
respective  countries^  states,  and  subjects ;  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  said  United  States  have  judg- 
ed that  the  said  end  could  not  be  better  obtained,  than 
by  taking,  for  the  basb  ^  their  agreement,  the  most 
perfect  equality  and  reciprocity,  and  by  carefully 
avoiding  all  those  burdensome  preferences  which  are 
usually  sources  of  debate,  embarrassment,  and  discon- 
tent, by  leaving  also  each  party  at  liberty  to  make, 
,  respecting  navigation  and  commerce,  those  interiour 
regulations  which  it  shall  find  most  convenient  to  itself, 
and  by  founding  the  advantage  of  commerce  solely 
upon  reciprocal  utility  and  the  just  rules  of  free  inter* 
course,  reserving  withal  to  each  party  the  liberty  of 
admitting,  at  its  pleasure,  other  nations  to  a  participa- 
tion of  the  same  advantages.  It  is  in  the  spirit  of 
this  intention,  and  to  fulfil  these  views,  that  his  said 
majesty,  having  named  and  appointed  for  his  plenipo- 
tentiary, Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of 
the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  majesty's 
council  of  state  ;  and  the  United  States,  on  their  part, 
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having  fiilly  empowered  Benjamin  Franklin,  deputy 
from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  general  Con- 
gress,  and  president  of  the  convention  of  said  statei 
Silas  Deane,  late  deputy  from  the  state  of  Connecticut 
to  the  said  Congress,  and  Arthur  Lee,  counsellor  at 
law.  The  said  respective  plenipotentiaries,  after  ex- 
changing their  powers,  and  after  mature  deliberation, 
have  concluded  and  agreed  upon  the  following  articles. 

ARTICLE   u 

There  shall  be  a  firm,  inviolable  and  universul 
peace,  and  a  true  and  sincere  friendship  between  the 
most  christian  king,  his  heirs,  and  successors,  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  and  the  subjects  of  the  most 
christian  king  and  of  the  said  states,  and  between  the 
countries,  islands,  cities  and  towns  situate  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  most  christian  king,  and  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  the  people  and  inhabitants  of  every 
degree  without  exception  of  persons  or  places  ;  and 
the  terms  hereinafter  mentioned  shall  be  perpetual 
between  the  most  christian  king,  his  heirs  and  succes- 
sors, and  the  said  United  States. 

AftTICLB    II. 

The  most  christian  king  and  the  United  States  en- 
gage, mutually,  not  to  grant  any  particular  favour  to 
other  nations  in  respect  to  commerce  and  navigation, 
which  shall  not  immediately  become  common  to  the 
other  party,  who  shall  enjoy  the  same  favour  freely,  if 
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the  concession  was  freely  made,  or,  on  allowing  the 
same  compensation,  if  the  concession  was  conditional* 


ARTICLE   in. 

The  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  shall  pay  in 
the  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  islands,  cities  or 
towns  of  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  no  other 
greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature  soever  they 
may  be,  or  by  what  name  soever  called,  than  those 
which  the  nations  most  favoured  are,  or  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the  rights, 
liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions  in 
trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  whether  in  passing 
from  one  port  in  the  said  states  to  another,  or  in 
going  to  or  from  the  same,  from,  and  to  any  part  of 
the  world,  which  the  said  nations  do  or  shall  enjoy. 

AETICLK   iv. 

The  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  each  of  them,  shall  not  pay  in  the 
ports,  havens,  roads,  isles,  cities  and  places  under  the 
domination  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  in  Europe, 
any  other  or  greater  duties  or  imposts,  of  what  nature 
soever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  name  soever  called, 
than  those  which  the  most  favoured  nations  are  or 
shall  be  obliged  to  pay ;  and  they  shall  enjoy  all  the 
rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  exemptions 
in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce,  whether  in  passing 
from  one  port  in  the  said  dominions  in  Europe  to 
another,  or  in  going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and  to 
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any  part  of  the  world,  which  the  uiid  nations  do  or 
shall  enjoy. 


ARTICLE   T« 

In  the  above  exemption  is  particularly  comprised 
the  imposition  of  one  hundred  sous  per  ton,  established 
in  France  on  foreign  ships,  unless  when  the  ships  of 
the  United  States  shall  load  with  merchandises  q{ 
France  for  another  port  of  the  same  dominioii,  in  which 
case  the  said  ships  shall  pay  the  doty  abovementioned 
so  long  as  other  nations,  the  most  favoured^  shall  be 
obliged  to  pay  it.  But  it  is  understood  that  the  said 
Unite<)  States,  or  any  of  them,  are  at  liberty  when  they 
shall  judge  it  proper  to  establish  a  duty  equivalent  in 
the  same  case. 


ARTICLE   VI. 

The  most  christian  king  shall  endeavour,  by  all  the 
means  in  his  power,  to  protect  and  defend  all  vessels 
and  the  effects  belonging  to  the  sul^cis,  people,  or 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them, 
being  in  his  ports,  havens  or  roads,  or  oo  the  seat 
near  to  his  countries,  islands,  cities  or  towns,  and  to 
recover  and  restore  to  the  right  owners,  their  agents 
or  attorneys,  all  such  vessels  and  e&cts  which  shall 
be  taken  within  his  jurisdiction ;  and  the  ships  of  war 
of  his  most  christian  majesty,  or  any  convoy  sailing 
under  his  authority,  shall  upon  all  occasions  take  under 
their  protection  all  vessels  belonging  to  the  subjects, 
people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any 


rm.]  FOREIGN  AFFAIRS.  S3 

of  tbetB,  ud  hoMing  die  same  coarse,  or  going  the 
Bkmt  way,  and  sfaall  defend  inch  yesseb  as  long  as 
they  hold  the  same  course,  or  go  the  same  way,  against 
all  attacks,  force  or  violence,  in  the  same  manner  as 
they  ought  to  protect  and  defend  the  vessels  belonging 
to  the  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king. 

ARTICLE   VII. 

In  like  manner  the  said  United  States,  and  their 
shops  of  war  sailing  under  their  authority,  shall  pro- 
tect and  defend,  conformably  to  the  tenor  of  the  pre- 
ceding article.  All  the  vessels  and  effects  belonging 
to  Che  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king,  and  use  all 
their  endeavours  to  recover,  and  cause  to  be  restored, 
the  said  vessels  and  effects  that  shall  have  been  taken 
within  the  juHsdiction  of  the  said  United  States,  or  any 
of  them. 

ARTICLE   VIII. 

The  most  christian  king  will  employ  his  good  offices 
and  interposition  with  the  king  or  emperor  of  Moroc- 
cos  or  Fez,  the  regencies  of  Algiers,  Tunis  and  Tripo- 
li, or  with  any  of  them,  and  also  with  every  other 
prince,  state  or  power  of  the  coast  of  Barbary,  in 
AlDrtca,  and  with  the  subjects  of  the  said  king,  empe- 
ror, states  and  powers,  and  each  of  them,  in  order  to 
provide  as  folly  and  efficaciously  as  possible  for  the 
benefit,  conveniency  and  safety  of  the  said  United 
States,  and  each  of  them,  their  subjects,  people  and 
inhabitants,  and  their  vessels  and  effects,  against  all 
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violence,  insult,  attacks  or  depredations,  od.  the  part 
of  the  said  princes  and  states  of  Barbary,  or  their 
iNibjects. 

ARTICLE    IX* 

The  subjects,  inhabitants,  merchants,  commanders 
of  ships,  masters  and  mariners  of  the  states,  provinces 
and  dominions  of  each  party,  respectively,  shall  ab- 
stain and  forbear  to  fish  in  all  places  possessed,  or 
which  shall  be  possessed,  by  the  other  party.  The 
most  christian  king's  subjects  shall  not  fish  in  the  ha- 
vens, bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places,  which  the 
said  United  States  hold  or  shall  hereafter  hold ;  and  in 
like  manner  the  subjects,  people  and  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  Slates  shall  not  fish  in  the  havens, 
bays,  creeks,  roads,  coasts  or  places  which  the  most 
christian  king  possesses,  or  shall  hereafter  possess ; 
and  if  any  ship  or  vessel  shall  be  found  fishing  contra- 
ry to  the  tenor  of  this  treaty,  the  said  ship  or  vessel 
with  its  lading,  proof  being  made  thereof,  shall  be  con- 
fiscated. It  is  however  understood,  that  the  exclusion 
stipulated  in  the  present  article  shall  take  place  only 
so  long  and  so  far  as  the  most  christian  king  or  the 
United  States  shall  not,  in  this  respect,  have  granted 
an  exemption  to  some  other  nation. 

ARTICLE   X. 

The  United  Slates,  their  citizens  and  inhabitants, 
shall  never  disturb  the  subjects  of  the  most  christian 
king  in  the  enjoyment  and  exercise  of  the  right  of 
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fbUhg  ott  lfa«  bttoks  of  NewfoiiodlMd,  nor  in  the  in- 
ddhritt  tod  ecdasive  rtgbt  which  belongi  to  them  on 
tiMit  ptrt  of  th^CMst  of  that  isiaiid  which  it  dhtigiMd 
by  the  tniitjr  of  Utrecht,  nor  in  the  righu  relative  to 
M  «nd  eoch  (d  the  isles  which  belong  to  bis  most 
tfa^ietitiB  Biajesty ;  the  whole  conformable  to  the  true 
«eii9e4lf  the  ifeatiee  of  Utreeht  and  Paris. 


ARTICLS   XJ. 

It  IS  agi'eed  and  conctnded,  that  there  shall  nerer 
be  any  duty  imposed  on  the  exportation  of  molasses 
that  may  be  tahen  by  the  subjects  of  any  of  the  United 
States  ft*om  the  islands  of  America,  which  belong,  or 
may  hereafter  appertain,  to  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesly. 

ARTICLE    XII* 

In  compensation  of  the  exemption  stipulated  by  the 
pr^eding  article,  ^^s  agreed  and  coochided,  that 
there  shall  neVer  be  any  daties  imposed  on  the  expor- 
tation of  any  kind  of  B»erchandise  which  the  subjects 
of  bis  most  christian  majesty  may  take  from  the  coun- 
tries and  possessions  present  or  future  of  any  of  the 
thirteen  United  States,  for  the  use  of  the  islands  which 
shall  famish  molasses. 

ARTICLE   XIII« 

The  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  not  be  reputed  au&ams 
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in  France,  and  conseqo^ntljr  shall  be  exempted  from 
the  droit  d'aubaine,  or  other  similar  duty  under  what 
name  soever*  They  may  by  testament,  donation,  or 
otherwise,  dispose  of  their  goods,  moveable  and  im* 
moveable,  in  favour  of  such  persona  aa  to  them  shall 
seem  good ;  and  their  heirs,  subjects  of  the  said  United 
States,  residing,  whether  in  France  or  elsewhere,  maj 
succeed  them  ab  inteitato^  without  being  obliged  to 
obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and  without  having  the 
effect  of  this  concession  contested  or  impeded  under 
pretext  of  any  rights  or  prerogatives  of  provinces, 
cities,  or  private  persons ;  and  the  said  heirs,  whether 
such  by  particular  title,  or  ab  intestato^  shall  be  ex- 
empt from  all  duty  called  droit  de  detraction,  or  other 
duly  of  the  same  kind ;  saving,  nevertheless,  the  local 
rights  or  duties,  as  much  and  as  long  as  similar  ones 
are  not  established  by  the  United  States,  or  any  of 
them«  The  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  shall 
enjoy,  on  their  part,  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said 
states,  an  entire  and  perfect  reciprocity  relative  to  the 
stipulations  contained  in  the  present  article*  But  it 
is  at  the  same  time  agreed,  that  its  contents  shall  not 
affect  the  laws  made,  or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in 
France,  against  emigrations,  which  shall  remain  in  all 
their  force  and  vigour;  and  the  United  &ates,  on 
their  part,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact 
such  laws,  relative  to  that  matter,  as  to  them  shall 
seem  proper* 


imj\  FOMHmr  Airjyna 


ARTICLE    ZIV* 

'  Tbe  iMrebant  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  wbidi 
shall  be  making  into  a  port  belofigiiig  to  the  eneiiiy  of 
ibe  other  ally,  aod  concerning  whose  voyage  and  the 
species  of  goods  on  board  them,  there  shall  be  just 
grounds  of  suspicion,  shall  be  obliged  to  exhibit,  as 
well  upon  the  high  seas  as  in  the  ports  and  havens, 
Bot  only  their  pasaports,  bet  likewise  certificates,  ex* 
pressJy  showing  that  their  goods  are  not  of  the  num* 
ber  of  those  which  have  been  prohibited  as  cooira* 
band. 


ARTICLE   XV. 

If  by  ibe  exhibiting  of  the  above  said  certificates 
the  other  party  discovers  there  are  any  of  those 
sorts  of  goods  which  are  prohibited  and  declared 
contraband,  and  consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obe- 
dience of  his  enemy,  it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up 
the  hatches  of  such  ship,  or  to  open  any  chest,  cofiers, 
packs,  casks,  or  any  ^ther  vessels  ftxmd  therein,  or  to 
remove  the  smallest  parcels  of  her  goods,  whether 
such  diip  belongs  to  the  sobjects  of  France  or  the  in* 
habitants  of  ihe  said  United  States,  unless  the  lading 
be  brought  on*  shore,  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of 
the  court  of  admirahy,  and  an  inventory  thereof  made ; 
but  there  shall  be  no  allowance  to  sell,  exchange,  or 
alienate  the  same  in  any  manner  until  after  that  due  and 
lawful  process  shall  have  been  had  against  such  pro- 
hibited  goods,  and  the  court  of  admiralty  shall^  by  a 
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•entence  proDOunced,  have  confiscated  the  same; 
saving  always,  as  well  the  ship  itself,  as  any  other 
goods  found  therein,  which  by  this  treaty  are  to  be 
esteemed  free  ;  neither  may  they  be  detained  on  pre- 
tence of  their  being  as  it  ware  infected  hy  the  prohi- 
bited goods ;  much  less  shall  tbey  be  confiscated,  as 
lawful  prise ;  but  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  pari 
thereof,  shall  ronm t  of  prohibited  ov  contraband  good^i 
and  the  commander  of  the  ship  shall  be  ready  tnd 
willing  to  deliver  them  to  the  captor,  wbo  has  disco- 
vered them ;  in  such  case^  the  captor  having  re« 
ceived  those  goods,  shall  forthwith  discharge  the  ship, 
and  not  hinder  her  by  any  means  freely  to  prosecute 
the  voyage  on  which  she  was  bound  ;  but  in  case  the 
contraband  merchandise  cannot  be  all  received  on 
board  the  vessel  of  the  captor,  then  the  captor  may, 
notwithstanding  the  offer  of  delivering  him  the  contra- 
band goods,  carry  the  vessel  into  the  nearest  port^ 
agreeable  to  what  is  above  directed. 

ARTICLE    XVI. 

On  tiie  contrary,  it  is  agreed,  that  whatever  shall  be 
found  to  be  laden  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of 
either  party,  on  any  ship  belonging  to  the  enemies  of 
the  other,  or  to  their  sutyects,  the  whole,  aUbougb  it 
be  not  of  the  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  may  be  confis* 
cated  in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  ene* 
my,  except  such  goods  and  merchandise  as  were  put 
on  board  such  ship  before  the  declaratioa  of  war,  or 
even  after  such  declaration,  if  so  be  it  were  done  with* 
out  the  knowledge  of  such  declaration ;  so  that  the 


gooda  of  the  subjects  and  people  of  either  party, 
whether  they  be  of  the  oature  of  such  as  are  prohibit- 
ed, or  otherwise,  wbich^  as  is  aforesaid,  were  pot  on 
1>oard  aoy  ship  belongiog  to  ao  eoemy  before  (he  war, 
or  after  (he  declaraiiQQ  of  tbe  same,  without  the  know- 
ledge of  it,  aball  no  ways  be  liable  to  confiscation  ^ 
but  shall  well  and  truly  be  restored,  without  delay,  to 
the  proprietors  demanding  the  same ;  but  so  as  that^ 
if  the  said  merchandise  be  contraband,  it  shall  not  be 
any  ways  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any  ports 
belonging  to  the  enemy.  The  two  contracting  parties 
agree,  that  the  term  of  two  months  being  passed  after 
the  declaration  of  war,  their  respective  subjects  from 
whatever  part  of  the  world  they  come,  shall  not  plead 
tbe  ignorance  mentioned  in  this  article. 

ARTICLE    XVII. 

And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taken  for  the 
security  of  tbe  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  both  parties, 
that  they  suffer  no  injury  by  the  men  of  war  or  priva- 
teers of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of  the 
ships  of  bis  most  christian  majesty,  and  of  the  said 
United  States,  and  all  their  subjects  and  inhabitants, 
shall  be  forbid  doing  any  injury  or  damage  to  the 
other  side ;  and  if  they  act  to  the  contrary,  they  shalt 
be  punished,  and  shall  moreover  be  bound  to  make 
satisfaction  for  all  matter  of  damage,  and  the  interest 
thereof,  by  reparation,  under  the  pain  and  obligation  of 
their  persons  and  goods* 
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▲RTICLB   XTIII. 

All  ships  and  mercbandise,  of  what  nature  soever, 
which  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates 
or  robbers  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought  into 
some  port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the 
custody  of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  re- 
stored entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due 
and  sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  pro- 
perty thereof. 

4 

ARTICLE    XIX. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  ships  of  war  of  either  party^ 
and  privateers,  freely  to  carry  whithersoever  they 
please,  the  ships  and  goods  taken  from  their  enemies, 
without  being  obliged  to  pay  any  duty  to  the  officers 
of  the  admiralty,  or  any  other  judges  ;  nor  shall  such 
prizes  be  arrested  or  seized  when  they  come  to,  and 
enter  the  ports  of  the  other  party  ;  nor  shall  the  sear- 
cher or  other  officers  of  those  places  search  the  same» 
or  make  examination  concerning  the  lawfulness  of  such 
prizes,  but  they  may  hoist  sail  at  any  time,  and  depart, 
and  carry  their  prizes  to  the  places  expressed  in  their 
commissions,  which  the  commanders  of  such  ships  of 
war  shall  be  obliged  to  show.  On  the  contrary,  no 
shelter  or  refuge  shall  be  given  in  their  ports  to  such 
as  shall  have  made  prize  of  the  subjects,  people  or 
property  of  either  of  the  parties;  but  if  such  shall  come 
in,  being  forced  by  stress  of  weather,  or  the  danger  of 
the  sea,  all  proper  means  shall  be  vigorously  used, 
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that  tbey  go  out  and  retire  from  iheDce  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible. 


AETICLK    XX. 

If  any  ship  belonging  to  either  of  the  parties,  their 
people  or  subjects,  shall,  within  the  coast  or  dominions 
of  the  other,  slick  upon  the  sands,  or  be  wrecked,  or 
suffer  any  other  damage,  all  friendly  assistance  and 
relief  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  shipwrecked,  or 
such  as  as  shall  be  in  danger  thereof.  And  letters  of 
safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  them  for  their 
free  and  quiet  passage  from  thence,  and  the  return 
of  every  one  to  bis  own  country. 


AETICLX   XXI. 

In  case  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either  party, 
with  their  shipping,  whether  publick  and  of  war,  or  , 
private  and  of  merchants,  be  forced  through  stress  of 
weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other 
urgent  necessity  for  seeking  of  shelter  and  harbour,  to 
retreat  and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  bays,  roads  or 
ports  belonging  to  the  other  party,  they  shall  be  re- 
ceived and  treated  with  all  humanity  and  kindness,  and 
enjoy  all  friendly  protection  and  help  ;  and  they 
shall  be  permitted  to  refresh  and  provide  themselves, 
at  reasonable  rates,  with  victuals,  and  all  things  need- 
ful for  the  sustenance  of  their  persons,  or  reparation  of 
their  ships,  and  conveniency  of  their  voyage,  and  they 
shall  no  ways  be  detained  or  hindered  from  returning 
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oat  of  the  said  ports  or  roads,  bat  may  tetnote  and 
depart  when  and  whither  they  please,  without  any  let 
or  hindrance* 


ARTICLE    XXII« 

For  the  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  sides, 
it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  should  break  out  between  tho 
said  two  nations,  six  months  after  the  proclamation  of 
war  shall  be  allowed  to  the  merchants,  in  the  cities 
and  towns  where  they  live,  for  selling  and  transporting 
their  goods  and  merchandises  ;  and  if  any  thing  be 
taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  them  within 
that  term,  by  either  party,  or  the  people  or  subjects 
of  either,  full  satisfaction  shall  be  made  for  the  same. 

ARTICLE   XXIII* 

No  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king  shall  apply 
for,  or  take  any  commission  or  letter  of  marque  for 
arming  any  ship  or  ships  to  act  as  privateers  against 
the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the 
subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the  property  of  any 
of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or 
state  with  which  the  said  United  States  shall  be  at 
war  ;  nor  shall  any  citizen,  subject  or  inhabitant  of  the 
said  United  Slates,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for,  or  take 
any  commission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any 
ship  or  ships,  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  snb^ 
jects  of  the  most  christian  king,  or  any  of  them,  or  the 
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properCf  of  anj  of  tbem,  from  any  prince  or  state  wtth 
which  the  said  liing  shall  be  at  war ;  and  if  any  person 
of  either  nation  shall  take  such  conoiissions  o?  letters 
tf  marqae,  be  stiali  be  punished  as  a  pirate. 


ARTICLE  XXIV. 

It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  foreign  privateers  not 
belonging  to  the  subjects  of  the  most  christian  king, 
nor  citizens  of  the  said  United  States,  who  have  com- 
missions  from  any  other  |>rince  or  state  at  enmity  with 
either  nation,  to  fit  their  ships  in  the  ports  of  either  the 
one  or  the  other  of  the  aforesaid  parties,  to  sell  what 
they  have  taken,  or  in  any  other  manner  whatsoever 
to  exchange  their  ships,  merchandises,  or  any  other  la- 
ding; neither  shall  they  be  allowed  even  to  purchase 
victuals,  except  such  as  shall  be  necessary  for  their 
going  to  the  next  port  of  that  prince  or  state  from  which 
they  have  commissions. 


ARTICLE   XXV. 

It  shall  be  lawful  for  all  and  singular  the  subjects  of 
the  most  christian  king,  and  the  citizens,  people  and 
inhabitants  of  the  said  United  States,  to  sail  with  their 
ships  with  all  manner  of  liberty  and  security,  m  dis« 
tinctioB  being  made,  who  are  the  proprietors  of  the 
merchandise  laden  thereon,  from  any  port  to  the  placet 
of  those  who  now  are,  or  hereafter  shall  be,  at  enmity 
with  the  most  christian  king,  or  the  United  States.  It 
shall  likewise  be  lawful  for  the  subjects  and  inhabitants 
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aforesaid  to  sail  with  their  ships  and  merchaDdiset 
aforementioned,  and  to  trade  with  the  same  liberty  and 
security  from  the  places,  ports  and  havens  of  those 
who  are  enemies  of  both  or  either  party,  without  any 
opposition  or  disturbance  whatsoever,  not  only  directly 
from  the  places  of  the  enemy  aforementioned  to  neutral 
places,  but  also  from  one  place  belonging  to  an  enemy 
to  another  place  belonging  to  an  enemy,  whether  they 
be  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same  prince,  or  under 
several.  And  it  is  hereby  stipulated,  that  free  ships 
shall  also  give  a  freedom  to  ^oods  ;  and  that  every 
thing  shall  be  deemed  to  be  free  and  exempt  which 
shall  be  found  on  board  the  ships  belonging  to  the  sub- 
jects of  either  of  the  confederates,  although  the  whole 
lading  or  any  part  thereof,  should  appertain  to  the 
enemies  of  either,  contraband  goods  being  always  ex* 
cepted.  It  is  also  agreed,  in  like  manner,  that  the 
$ame  liberty  be  extended  to  persons  who  are  on  board 
a  free  ship,  with  this  effect,  that  although  they  be  ene- 
mies to  both  or  either  party,  they  are  not  to  be  takea 
out  of  that  free  ship,  unless  they  are  soldiers,  and  in 
actual  service  of  the  enemies. 


ARTICLE    XXVI« 

This  liberty  of  navigation  and  commerce  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  kinds  of  merchandises,  excepting  those  only 
which  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  contraband  i 
and  under  this  name  of  contraband  or  prohibited  gooda« 
shall  be  comprehended  arms,  great  guns,  bombs  with 
their  fosees,  and  other  things  belonging  to  themi  cannon 
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ball,  gunpowder,  match,  pikes,  swords,  lances,  spears, 
halberds,  mortars,  petards,  granadoes,  saltpetre,  mus* 
kets,  mnsketballs,  bucklers,  helmets,  breaslplates,  coats 
of  mail,  and  the  like  kind  of  arms  proper  for  arming 
soldiers,  musket  rests,  belts,  horses  with  their  furni- 
ture, and  all  other  warlike  instruments  whatever. 
These  merchandises  which  follow  shall  not  he  reckon- 
ed among  contraband  or  prohibited  goods,  that  is  to 
say,  all  sorts  of  cloths  and  all  other  manufactures  woven 
of  any  wool,  flax,  silk,  cotton,  or  any  other  materials 
whatever,  all  kinds  of  wearing  apparel,  together  with 
the  species  whereof  they  are  used  to  be  made,  gold 
and  silver,  as  well  coined  as  uncoined,  tin,  iron,  latten, 
copper,  brass,  coals,  as  also  wheat  and  barley,  and  any 
other  kind  of  corn  and  pulse,  tobacco,  and  likewise  all 
manner  of  spices,  salted  and  smoked  flesh,  salted  fish, 
cheese  and  butter,  beer,  oil,  wines,  sugars,  and  all  sorts 
of  salts,  and,  in  general,  all  provisions  which  serve  for 
the  nourishment  of  mankind  and  the  sustenance  of  life* 
Furthermore,  all  kinds  of  cotton,  hemp,  flax,  tar,  pitch, 
ropes,  cables,  sails,  sail  cloths,  anchors  and  any  parts 
of  anchors,  also  ships'  masts,  plaoks,  boards,  and 
beams,  of  what  trees  soever,  and  all  other  things  pro- 
per either  for  building  or  repairing  ships,  and  all  other 
goods  whatever,  which  have  not  been  worked  into  the 
form  of  any  instrument  or  thing  prepared  for  war  by 
land  or  by  sea,  shall  not  be  reputed  contraband,  much 
less  such  as  have  been  already  wrought,  and  made  up 
for  any  other  use  ;  all  which  shall  be  wholly  reckoned 
among  free  goods  ;  as  likewise  all  other  merchandiseB 
and  things  which  are  not  comprebefided,  and  partieu* 
larly  mentioned  in  the  foregoing  enumeration  of  con- 
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traband  goods ;  80  that  they  may  be  transported  and 
carried  in  the  freest  manner,  by  the  subjects  of  both 
confederates,  even  to  places  belonging  to  an  enemy ; 
such  towns  or  places  being  only  eicepted,  as  are  at 
that  time  besieged,  blocked  up,  or  invested. 


ARTICLE    XXVIl. 

To  the  end  that  all  manner  ofdissentions  and  quar* 
rels  may  be  avoided  and  prevented,  on  one  side  and 
the  other,  it  is  agreed,  that  in  case  either  of  the  partiea 
hereto  should  be  engaged  in  war,  the  ships  and  vessels 
belonging  to  the  subjects  or  people  of  the  other  ally 
must  be  furnished  with  sea  letters,  or  passports,  ex-> 
pressing  the  name,  property  and  bulk  of  the  ship,  aa 
also  the  name  and  place  of  habitation  of  the  master  or 
commander  of  the  said  ship,  that  it  may  appear  thereby 
that  the  ship  really  and  truly  belongs  to  the  subjects 
of  one  of  the  parties  ;  which  passport  shall  be  made 
out  and  granted  according  to  the  form  annexed  to  this 
treaty  :  they  shall  likewise  be  recalled  every  year,  that 
is,  if  the  ship  happens  to  return  borne  within  the  space 
of  a  year*  It  is  likewise  agreed,  that  such  ships  being 
laden,  are  to  be  provided,  not  only  with  passports,  aa 
abovementioned,  but  also  with  certificates  cootainiag 
the  several  particulars  of  the  cargo,  the  place  whence 
the  ship  sailed,  and  whither  she  is  bouad,  so  that  it 
may  be  known  whether  any  forbkld^  or  coatraband 
goods  be  on  board  of  the  same ;  which  certificates 
gkail  be  made  out  by  the  officers  of  the  place  whence 
tbe  ship  set  sail,  in  the  accustomed  form*  And  if  aay 
one  shall  (biok  it  fit,  or  advisable,  to  express  in  tbe  said 
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certificates  the  persons  to  whom  the  goods  belongi  he 
may  freely  do  so. 


ARTicLs  xxriii. 

The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  parties,  coming  upon  any  coast  beh>nging  to 
either  of  the  said  allies,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into 
port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to  un* 
load  their  cargoes,  or  break  bulk,  they  shall  be  treated 
according  to  the  general  rules  prescribed,  or  to  be 
prescribed,  relative  to  the  object  in  question. 


ARTICLE   XXIX* 

If  the  ships  of  the  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of 
either  of  the  parties  shall  be  met  with  sailing  along 
the  coasts,  or  on  the  high  seas,  by  any  ship  of  war  of 
the  other,  or  by  any  privateer,  the  said  ship  of  war,  or 
privateer,  for  the  avoiding  of  any  disorder,  shall  re- 
main out  of  cannon  shot,  and  may  send  their  boats  on 
board  the  merchant  ship  which  they  sh^ll  so  meet  with, 
and  may  enter  her  to  the  number  of  two  or  three  men 
only,  to  whom  the  master  or  commander  of  such  ship 
or  vessel  shall  exhibit  his  passport  concerning  the 
property  of  the  ship,  made  out  according  to  the  form 
inserted  in  this  present  treaty  ;  and  the  ship,  when  she 
shall  have  showed  such  passpmt,  shall  be  free  and  at 
liberty  to  pursue  her  voyage,  so  as  it  shall  not  be  law- 
ful to  molest  or  search  her,  in  any  manner,  or  to  give 
her  chase,  or  force  her  to  quit  her  intended  course. 
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AETICLB   XXX. 

It  is  also  agreed,  that  all  goods,  when  once  put  on* 
board  the  ships  and  vessels  of  either  of  the  two  con- 
tracting parties,  shall  be  subject  to  no  further  visita- 
tion, but  all  visitation,  or  search,  shall  be  made  before- 
hand)  and  all  prohibited  goods  shall  be  stopped  on  the 
spot,  before  the  same  be  put  on  board,  unless  there  are 
manifest  tokens  or  proofs  of  fraudulent  practice.  Nor 
shall  either  the  persons  or  goods  of  the  subjects  of  his 
most  christian  majesty,  or  the  United  States,  be  put 
under  any  arrest,  or  molested  by  any  other  kind  of 
embargo  for  that  cause  ;  and  only  the  subject  of  that 
stale  to  whom  the  said  goods  have  been,  or  shall  be 
prohibited,  and  who  shall  presume  to  sell,  or  alienate 
such  tort  of  goods,  shall  be  duly  punished  for  the  of- 
fence. 


ARTICLE    XXXU 

The  two  contracting  parties  grant,  mutually,  the 
liberty  of  having  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  con- 
suls, vice-consuls,  agents  and  commissaries,  whose 
functions  shall  be  regulated  by  a  particular  agreement. 


ARTICLE   XXXII. 

And  the  more  to  favour  and  facilitate  the  commerce 
which  the  subjects  of  the  United  States  may  have  with 
France,  the  most  christian  king  will  grant  them,  in 
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Europe,  one  or  more  free  ports,  where  the  j  may  bring 
and  dispose  of  all  the  produce  and  merchandise  of  the 
thirteen  United  States  ;  and  his  majesty  will  also  con- 
tinue to  the  subjects  of  the  said  states  the  free  pwts 
which  have  been  and  are  open  in  the  French  Islands 
of  America  ;  of  all  which  free  ports,  the  said  subjects 
of  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  use,  agreeable  to 
the  regulations  which  relate  to  them. 


A&TICLX    XXZIII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sideii 
and  the  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged,  in  the  space 
of  six  months,  or  sooner  if  possible. 

In  feith  whereof  the  refpective  plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  above  articles,  both  in  the  French 
and  English  languages  ;  declaring,  nevertheless, 
that  the  present  treaty  was  originally  composed 
and  concluded  in  the  French  language.  And 
they  have  thereto  set  their  seals. — Done  at  Paris, 
the  sixth  day  of  February,  1778. 

C.  A.  GERARD,    [u  s.]    B.  FRANKLIN,    [l.  s.] 

SILAS  DEANE,   [l.  s.l 
ARTHUR  LEE.  [i.  s.] 

Form  of  the  passports  and  letters  which  are  to  be 
given  to  the  ships  and  barks,  according  to  the  37th 
article  of  this  treaty. 

To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents.  Greeting. 

It  is  hereby  made  known,  That  leave  and  permis- 
sion has  been  given  to  master  and  commander 
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of  the  ship  called  of  the  town  of  bur* 

deD  tons,  or  thereabouts,  lying  at  present  m  the 

port  or  haven  of  and  laden  with  AAer 

that  his  ship  has  been  visited,  and  before  sailing,  he 
shall  make  oath,  before  the  officers  who  have  the  ju- 
risdiction of  maratiaie  affairs,  that  the  said  ship  be- 
longs to  one  or  more  of  the  subjects  of  The 
act  whereof  shall  be  put  at  the  end  of  these  presents ; 
as  likewise  that  he  will  keep,  and  cause  to  be  kept  by 
his  crew  on  board,  the  marine  ordinances  and  regu- 
lations, and  enter,  in  the  proper  office,  a  list  signed  and 
witnessed,  containing  the  names  and  surnames,  the 
places  of  birth  and  abode  pf  the  crew  of  his  ship,  and 
of  all  who  shall  embark  on  board  her,  whom  he  shall 
not  take  on  board  without  the  knowledge  and  permis- 
sion of  the  officers  of  marine.  And  in  every  port  or 
haven,  where  he  shall  enter  with  bis  ship,  he  shall 
show  this  present  leave  to  the  officers  and  judges  of  the 
marine  ;  and  shall  give  a  faithful  account  to  them  of 
what  passed  and  was  done  during  his  voyage  ;  and  he 
shall  carry  the  colours,  arms  and  ensigns  of  the  king, 
or  United  States,  during  his  voyage. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  signed  these  presentSi 
and  put  the  seal  of  our  arms  thereunto,  and  caus- 
ed the  same  to  be  countersigned  by  a| 

the  day  of 

Anno  Domini 


» 

Full  powers  of  Mr.  Gerard,  in  French.* 

«  I 

Lewis,  by  the  grace  of  God  king  of  France  and 
Navarre — To  all  who  shall  see  these  presents, 
Greeting. 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  ABaerica  ha?<- 
iog,  by  tlieir  pJepipot^ntiarie0  residiag  in  Fraix:e»  pro- 
posed to  form  with  us  a  defensive  and  eventual  alli- 
ance ;  and  willing  to  give  the  said  stafea  an  efficacious 
{opoof  of  the  iotepeat  we  take  in  their  pr«»sp0ri(y,  «t 
have  determined  to  conclude  the  said  aUiaaoe^  For 
these  causes,  and  other  good  coosideratiojM  ua  there* 
unto  moving,  we*  reposing  entire  oonidence  in  the  abi- 
htiea  and  experience,  seal  and  fidelity  for  our  service^ 
of  oar  dear  and  beloved  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard, 
royal  syndic  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  our 
council  of  state,  have  nominated)  commissioned  and 
deputed,  and  by  thase  presents  signed  with  our  handy 
do  nominate,  commission  and  depute  him  our  pleni* 
potentiary,  giving  him  power  and  special  command  to 
act  in  this  quality,  and  confer,  negotiate,  treat  and 
agree  conjointly  with  the  abovementioned  plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  United  States,  vested  in  like  manner 
with  powers  in  due  form,  to  determine  and  conclude 
such  articles,  conditions,  conventions,  declarations, 
definitive  treaty,  and  any  other  acts  whatever,  as  he 
shall  judge  proper  to  answer  the  end  which  we  pro- 

*  For  the  treaty  of  sUboct. 
VOL.   II.  11  , 
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pose;  promising,  on  the  feith  and  word  of  a  king,  to 
agree  to,  confirm  and  establish  for  ever,  to  aceompiisb 
and  execute  punctnally  whatever  our  said  belov^ 
Conrad  Alexander  Gerard  shall  have  stipulated  and 
•igned,  in  virtue  ot  the  present  power,  without  ev^ 
contravening  it,  or  suffering  it  to  be  contravened,  for 
any  cause  and  under  any  pretext  whatever ;  as  like- 
wise  to  cause  our  letters  of  ratification  to  be  made  in 
due  formic  and  to  have  them  in  order,  or  to  be  exchang- 
ed al  Che  time  that  shall  be  agreed  upon.  For  audi 
is  our  pleasure* 

Id  iestitioiiy  wkereoT  we  h^nre  set  our  seal  to  thtso 

presents^ 
Given  at  Versailles,  the  thirteenth  day  of  January, 

in  the  year  of  gtace,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 

and  seventy-eight* 

[l.  8.]  LOUIS. 

By  the  King. 

GHAVIBA  PB  VUOBlrHBS. 
TREATY   or   ALLIANCE,   EVESTTOAL   AND  OEfENSIVB. 

The  most  christian  king,  and  the  United  States  of 
Kortb  America,  to  wit.  New  Hampshire,  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  having 
this  day  concluded  a  treaty  of  amity  and  conunerce, 
for  the  reciprocal  advantage  of  their  subjects  and  citi- 
zens, have  thought  it  nocesaaiy  to  take  into  conaidera- 
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tion  the  meaDs  of  strengtheoiog  thoie  eogagementf, 
and  of  rendering  the m  oseful  to  the  Bafety  and  tran- 
qoillitj  of  the  two  parties ;  particularly  in  case  Great 
Britain,  in  resentment  of  that  connexion  and  of  the 
good  correspondence  which  is  the  object  of  the  said 
treaty,  should  break  the  peace  with  France,  either  by 
direct  hostilities,  or  by  hindering  her  coouierce  and 
naTigation  in  a  maimer  contrary  to  the  rights  of  na- 
tions, and  the  peace  subsisting  between  the  two  crowns. 
And  his  majesty  and  the  said  United  States,  baring  wm^ 
solved,  in  that  case,  to  join  their  counsels  and  eferts 
against  the  enterprises  of  their  common  enemy,  the 
respective  plenipotentiaries  empowered  to  concert  the 
clauses  and  conditions  proper  to  fulfil  the  said  inten* 
lions,  have,  after  the  most  mature  deliberation,  coo* 
eluded  and  determined  on  the  folbwiog  articlea* 

ARTICLB    !• 

If  war  should  break  out  between  France  and  Greft 
Britain,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war  be^ 
tween  the  United  States  and  England,  his  miyesty  and 
the  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  common  cause, 
and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their  good  offices,, 
their  counsels,  and  their  forces,  according  to  the  exi- 
gence of  conjunctures,  as  becomes  good  and  faithful 
allies. 


ARTICLB   II. 

The  essential  and  direct  end  of  the  present  defen* 
live  alliance  is,  to  maintain  effectually  the  liberty,  so- 
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▼ereignty,  and  independence  absolute  and  unlimited  of 
the  said  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  goyern- 
ment  as  of  commerce. 


ARTICLE    III. 

The  two  contracting  parties  shall,  each  on  its  owb 
part,  and  in  the  manner  it  may  judge,  most  proper, 
make  all  the  efforts  in  its  power  against  their  common 
enemy,  in  order  to  attain  the  end  proposed. 

ARTICLE   ly. 

The  contracting  parties  agree,  that  in  case  either  of 
them  should  form  any  particular  enterprbe  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  other  may  be  desired,  the  party 
whose  concurrence  is  desired  shall  readily,  and  with 
good  faith,  join  to  act  in  concert  for  that  purpose,  as 
far  as  circumstances,  and  its  own  particular  situation, 
will  permit ;  and  in  that  case,  they  shall  regulate,  by 
a  particular  conyention,  the  quantity  and  kind  of  sue- 
cour  to  be  furnished,  and  the  time  and  manner  of  its 
being  brought  into  action,  as  well  as  the  adyantages 
which  are  to  be  its  compensation. 

ARTICLE   V. 

If  the  United  States  should  think  fit  to  attempt  the 
reduction  of  the  British  power  remaining  in  the  nor- 
thern parts  of  America,  or  the  islands  of  Bermudas, 
those  countries  or  islands,  in  ca^  of  success,  shall  be 
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confedertted  with,  or  dependent  upon,  the  laid  United 
States* 


ARTICLE   VU 

The  most  christian  king  renounces  for  ever  the  pos- 
session of  the  islands  of  Bermudas,  as  well  as  of  any 
part  of  the  continent  of  North  America  which,  before 
the  treaty  of  Paris  in  1763,  or  in  virtue  of  that  treaty, 
were  acknowledged  to  belong  to  the  crown  of  Great 
Britain,  or  to  the  United  States  heretofore  called  Bri- 
tish colonies,  or  which  are  at  this  time,  or  have  lately 
been,  under  the  power  of  the  king  and  crown  of  dreat 
Britain. 

ARTICLB  VII. 

If  his  most  christian  majesty  shall  think  proper  to 
attack  any  of  the  islands  situated  in  the  gulf  of  Mexi- 
co, or  near  that  gulf,  which  are  at  present  under  the 
power  of  Great  Britain,  all  the  said  isles,  in  case  of 
success,  shall  appertain  to  the  crown  of  France. 

ARTICLE   VIII. 

Neither  of  the  two  parties  shall  conclude  either 
truce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain,  without  the  formal 
consent  of  the  other  first  obtained ;  and  they  mutually 
engage  not  to  lay  down  their  arms  until  the  indepei^- 
dence  of  the  United  States  shall  have  been  formally, 
or  tacitly,  assured 'by  the  treaty  or  treaties,  that  shdl 
terminate  the  war. 
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ARTICLE  IX. 

The  contracting  parties  declare,  that,  being  resolved 
to  fiilfil,  each  on  its  own  part,  (he  clauses  and  condi- 
tions of  the  present  treaty  of  alliance,  according  to  its 
own  power  and  circumstances,  there  shall  be  no  after 
claim  of  compensation  on  one  side  or  the  other,  what* 
ever  may  be  the  event  of  the  war. 

ARTICLE    X. 

The  most  christian  king  and  the  United  States  agree 
to  invite  or  admit  other  powers,  who  may  have  receiv- 
ed injuries  from  England,  to  make  common  cause  with 
them,  and  to  accede  to  the  present  alliance,  under 
such  conditions  as  shall  be  freely  agreed  to  and  settled 
between  all  the  parties* 

ARTICLB   XI, 

The  two  parties  guarantee,  mutually,  from  the  pre* 
sent  time  and  forever,  against  all  other  powers,  to  wit, 
the  United  States  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  the 
present  possessions  of  the  crown  of  France  in  Ameri- 
ca, as  well  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  the  future 
treaty  of  peace  ;  and  his  most  christian  majesty  gua- 
rantees, on  his  part,  to  the  United  States,  their  liberty, 
sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and  unlimit* 
ed,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce, 
and  also  their  possessions,  and  the  additions  or  con- 
quests that  their  confederation  may  obtain  during  the 
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Wkr,  from  any  of  tlie  dominions  now  or  ba^tofere  pot* 
desfted  bj  Great  Britain  in  North  America,  conformably 
to  the  fifth  and  sixth  articles  abo?e  written,  the  wbola 
as  their  possession  shall  be  affixed  and  assared  to 
the  said  states  at  tbe  moment  of  the  cessation  of  their 
presoot  war  with  England* 

AETICLK   XII. 

In  order  to  fix  more  precisely  the  sense  and  appli* 
aation  of  the  preceding  article,  the  contracting  parlies 
declare,  that  in  ease  of  a  rupture  between  France  and 
England,  the  reciprocal  guarantee  declared  in  the  said 
article  shall  have  its  fall  force  and  effect  the  moment 
soch  war  shall  break  out ;  and  if  socb  mpture  shall 
not  take  place,  the  mutual  obligations  of  the  said  gua* 
rantee  shall  not  commence  until  the  moment  of  the 
cessation  of  the  present  war  between  the  United 
States  and  England  ahall  have  ascertained  their  pos- 
sesaioos* 

ARTICtK   XIII. 

The  present  treaty  shall  be  ratified  on  both  sides ; 
and  the  ratification  shall  be  exchanged  in  the  apace  of 
six  months  or  sooner  if  poasiUe. 

In  faith  whereof  the  respective  plenipotentiaries,  to 
wit,  on  the  part  of  the  most  christian  king,  Conrad 
Alexander  Gerard,  royal  syndic  of  the  city  of  Stras- 
burg,  and  secretary  of  his  majesty's  council  of  state ; 
and  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  Beiyamin  Frank- 
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huj  deploy  of  the  general  CoDgress  from  the  state  of 
Penosylvaiua  and  president  of  the  convention  of  the 
said  state,  Silas  Deane,  heretofore  deputy  from  the 
state  of  Connecticut,  and  Arthur  Lee,  counsellor  at 
law,  have  signed  the  above  articles,  both  in  the  French 
and  English  languages ;  declaring,  nevertheless,  that 
the  present  treaty  was  originally  composed  and  con- 
cluded in  the  French  language ;  and  they  have  here- 
unto affixed  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  this  6tb  day  of  February,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

C.  A.  GERARD,  [l.  s.]     B.  FRANKLIN,  [l.  s.] 

SILAS  DEANE,  [l.  s.] 
ARTHUR  LEE.  [l.  s.] 

ACT  SEPARATE  AND  SECRET* 

The  most  christian  king  declares,  in  consequence  of 
the  intimate  union  which  subsists  between  him  and  the 
king  of  Spain,  that,  in  concluding  with  the  United 
States  of  America  this  treaty  of  amity  and  conunerce, 
and  that  of  eventual  and  defensive  alliance,  his  majes- 
ty  hath  intended,  and  intends  to  reserve  expressly,  as 
he  reserves  by  this  present,  separate  and  secret  act  to 
his  said  catholick  majesty,  the  power  of  acceding  to  the 
said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations,  at 
such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper*  It  being  well  un- 
derstood, nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulations 
of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  propose  other  condi- 
tions anaiagous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance, 
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and  conformable  to  the  rales  of  equality,  reciprocity 
and  friendship.  The  deputies  of  the  United  States  in 
the  name  of  their  constituents  accept  the  present  de- 
claration in  its  full  extent ;  and  the  deputy  of  the  said 
states,  who  is  fully  empowered  to  treat  with  Spain, 
promises  to  sign,  on  the  first  requisition  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  the  act  or  acts  necessary  to  communicate  to 
him  the  stipulations  of  the  treaties  above  written* 
And  the  said  deputy  shall  endeavour,  in  good  faith, 
the  adjustment  of  the  points  in  which  the  king  of  Spain 
may  propose  any  alteration  conformable  to  the  princi- 
ples of  equality,  reciprocity  and  perfect  amity ;  he 
the  said  deputy  not  doubting  but  that  the  person  or 
persons,  empowered  by  his  catholick  majesty  to  treat 
with  the  United  States,  will  do  the  same  with  regard 
to  any  alterations  of  the  same  kind  that  may  be  thought 
necessary  by  the  said  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States. 

In  faitb  whereof,  the  respective  plenipotentiaries 
have  signed  the  present  separate  and  secret  artir 
cle,  and  affixed  to  the  same  their  seals. 

Done  at  Paris,  this  sixth  day  of  Febraary,  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight. 

C.  A.  GERARD,  [l.  s.J    B.  FRANKLIN,  [l.  s.] 

SILAS  DEANE,  [h.  s.] 
ARTHUR  LEE,  5 

iMCe  ptenipo.  pour  h 
FcaiMc  et  le*fii|Mcae. 

^OL.    II*  1^ 


|>e«ice  ptenipo.  pour  h  I  [L.S.J 
VcaiMc  et  le*fiip«cae.    j 
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MAY  28,  1778. 

The  committee  of  foreign  afiairs  reported  a  draft  of 
instructions,  and  a  new  form  of  commission  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  the  courts  of 
Vienna,  Berlin  and  Tuscany,  which  were  read. 

Resolved,  That  the  form  of  the  commission  be  ap* 
proved,  and  that  copies  thereof  be  engrossed  in  ordec 
to  be  duly  executed  and  sent  forward. 

Ordered,  That  the  instructions  lie  on  the  table  for 
the  consideration  of  the  members. 

The  form  of  the  commission  is  as  follows  : 

The  delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut, 
New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia,  in  Congress  assembled — To  all  who 
shall  see  these  presents,  Greeting. 

Whereas  a  friendly  commercial  connexion  between 
the  subjects  of  and  the  people  of 

these  United  States  will  be  beneficial  to  both  nations : — 
Know  ye,  therefore,  that  we,  reposing  special  trust 
and  confidence  in  the  zeal,  fidelity,  abilities  and  assi- 
duity of  have  appointed  and  deput- 
ed, and  by  these  presents  do  appoint  and  depute  the 
said  our  commissioner ;  giving  and 
granting  to  our  said  commissioner  full  power  and  au* 
thority  to  communicate,  treat  and  conclude  with 
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or  with  such  person  or  persons  as  shall  be 
hj  faim  for  soch  purpose  authoriaed,  of  and  upon  a 
true  and  sincere  friendship,  and  a  firm,  inviolable  and 
universal  peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety 
of  the  navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects 
of  and  the  people  of  these  United 

States ;  and  to  do,  not  only  all  such  things  as  may 
conduce  to  these  desirable  ends,  but  also  to  transact  all 
such  other  matters,  as  shall  hereafter  be  given  to  him 
in  charge  by  us;  promising,  in  good  faith,  to  ratify 
whatever  our  said  commissioner  shall  transact  in  the 
premises. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Yorktown,  the  28th  day  of 
May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1778.  In  testimo- 
ny whereof,  the  President,  by  order  of  the  said 
Congress,  hath  hereunto  subscribed  his  name,  and 
affixed  his  seal. 

President. 

Attest. 

C.  T.  Secretary. 


JULY  14,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three,  to  report  to  Congress  on  the  time  and  manner 
of  the  publick  reception  of  Mr.  Gerard,  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of 
France. 

The  members  ehosen-^Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  S. 
Adams,  Mr.  G.  Morris. 
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JULY  16,  1778. 

f 
The  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiaiy  from  his 

most  christian  majesty,  having  transmitted  to  Congress 

a  copy  of  the  s'peech  he  intends  to  dellyer  at  bis  pab- 

lick  audience — 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G* 
Jtforris,  and  Mr.  Witberspoon. 

The  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  time  and 
manner  of  the  pablick  reception  of  Mr.  Gerard,  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the 
king  of  France,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken 
into  consideration  ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon^ 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JULY  17,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report 
relative  to  the  reception  of  the  sieor  Gerard,  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king 
of  France ;  and  after  some  time  spent  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  further  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JULY  18,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  the  publick  reception  of  the  sieur  Gerard,  mi- 
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nister  plenipotentiary,  &c.  and  the  tame  having  beM 
debated  by  paragraphs,  and  a  question  put  on  each,  a 
motion  was  made  to  rAsonsider.  And  the  yeas  and 
Bays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dana- 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
Sputh  Carolina, 


Mr.  Bartlet, 

Mr*  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Dana, 
Mr.  Lovell, 

Bfr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Hosmer, 
Mr.  A.  Adams, 

)Cr.  G.  Morris^ 


>Av. 


^►At. 


Mr.  Elmer 


>>  Divided* 


{ 
Mr.  Reed, 

Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  A 

Mr.  Banister,  M 

Mr.  T.  Adams,  M 

Mr.  Harvie,  Ay. J 

Mr.  Penn,  ^Av. 

The  President  having  desired,  on 
this  occasion  to  be  excused  from 
giving  his  vote,  was,  by  unani- 
mous consent,  excused. 


SoMtb  CMolina,       Mr.  Drayton,        Vo.) 

Mr.  Mathews,       No.  >  No. 
Mr.  Hey  ward,       Ay.) 

Georgia,  Mr.  Tel&ir,  ^Ar. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

JULY  20,  1778. 

Congress  again  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  j^- 
port  of  the  committee  appointed  to  report  on  the  time 
and  manner  of  the  publick  reception  of  the  sieur  Ge- 
rard, minister  plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty, &c.  :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  re- 
lates to  the  ceremonial  respecting  ambassadors  and 
residents  be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  the  ceremonial  for  a  minister  pleni- 
potentiary or  envoy  shall  be  as  follows  ; 

When  a  minister  plenipotentiary  or  envoy  shall  ar- 
rive within  any  of  the  United  States,  he  shall  receive, 
at  all  places  where  there  are  guards,  sentries  and  the 
like,  such  military  honours  as  are  paid  to  a  general  of- 
ficer of  the  second  rank  in  the  armies  of  the  United 
States. 

When  he  shall  arrive  at  the  place  in  which  Con- 
gress shall  be,  he  shall  wait  upon  the  President,  and 
deliver  his  credentials,  or  a  copy  thereof.  Two  mem- 
bers of  Congress  shall  then  be  deputed  to  wait  upon 
him,  and  inform  him  when  and  where  he  shall  receive 
audience  of  the  Congress. 


At  the  titti€  he  16  to  rective  his  audieiice,  Ad  two 
mecDbers  shall  again  wait  upon  him  in  a  ooacb  be- 
longing to  the  states ;  and  the  person  first  named  of  die 
two  shall  return  with  the  minister  plenipotentiary  or 
envoy  in  the  coach,  giving  the  minister  the  right  hand, 
and  placing  himself  on  his  left,  with  the  other  member 
on  the  front  seat. 

When  the  minister  plenipotentiary  or  envoy  is  ar- 
rived at  the  door  of  the  Congress  hall,  he  shall  be  in- 
troduced to  his  chair  by  the  two  members,  who  shall 
stand  at  his  left  hand.  Then  the  member  first  named 
shall  present  and  announce  him  to  the  President  and 
the  house;' whereupon  be  shall  bow  to  the  President 
and  the  Congress,  and  they  to  him.  He  and  the  Pre- 
sident shall  then  again  bow  unto  each  other,  and  be 
seated ;  after  which  the  house  shall  sit  down. 

Having  spoken  and  been  answered,  the  minister  and 
President  shall  bow  to  each  other,  at  which  time  the 
house  shall  bow,  and  then  he  shall  be  conducted  home 
in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  brought  to  the  house. 

Those  who  shall  wait  upon  the  minister  shall  inform 
him,  that,  if  in  any  audience  he  shall  choose  to  speak 
on  matters  of  business,  it  will  be  necessary  previoasly 
to  deliver  in  writing,  to  the  President,  what  he  intends 
to  say  at  the  audience ;  and  if  he  shall  not  incline 
thereto,  it  will,  from  the  constitution  of  Congress,  be 
impracticable  for  him  to  receive  an  immediate  answer. 

The  style  of  address  to  Congress  shall  be,  **Gen- 
"  tlemen  of  the  Congress.'' 

All  speeches,  or  communications  in  writing,  may,  if 
the  pablick  ministers  choose  it,  be  in  the  language  of 
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their  respective  countries.    And  all  replies,  or  an* 
swers,  shall  be  in  the  language  of  the  United  States. 

After  the  audience,  the  members  of  Congress  shall 
be  first  visited  by  the  minister  plenipotentiary  or 
envoy. 

AUGUST  6,  1778. 

Some  doubts  arising  respecting  the  ceremonial  to  be 
observed  at  the  publick  audience  of  the  minister  pie- 
nipotentiary,  Congress  took  the  same  into  considera- 
tion :  and  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That,  when  the  minister  is  introduced  to 
his  chair  by  the  two  members,  he  shall  sit  down.  His 
secretary  shall  then  deliver  to  the  President  the  letter 
of  his  sovereign,  which  shall  be  read  and  translated 
by  the  secretary  of  Congress.  Then  the  minister  shall 
be  announced.  At  which  time  the  President,  the 
bouse^  and  the  minister,  shall  rise  together. 

The  minister  shall  then  bow  to  the  President  and  the 
house,  and  they  to  him. 

The  minister  and  the  President  shall  then  bow  to 
each  other,  and  be  seated ;  after  which  the  house  shall 
sit  down. 

The  minister  shall  deliver  his  speech  standing. 
The  President  and  the  house  shall  sit  while  the  minis* 
ter  b  delivering  his  speech.  The  house  shall  rise, 
and  the  President  shall  deliver  the  answer  standing. 
The  minister  shall  stand  while  the  President  delivers 
the  answer. 

Having  spoken,  and  being  answered,  the  minister 
and  President  shall  bow  to  each  other,  at  which  time 
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tbe  house  shall  bow,  aiid  then  the  miniiter  shall  be 
conducted  home  in  the  manner  in  which  he  was  brought 
to  tbe  house. 


SEPTEMBER  22,  1778. 

A  motion  was  made,  that  the  form  of  the  oath*  be, 
*'  You  swear  that  you  will  true  answers  make  to  all 
^  such  questions  as  shall  be  propounded  to  you  by  this 
'*  house,  so  help  yo«  Gtod." 

To  this  an  amendment  wa3  moved,  that  the  form  of 
the  oath  be,  '<  You  swear  that  the  evidence  you  shall 
*'  give  to  this  bouse^  concerning  the  matters  now  in 
^question,  shall  be  the  truth,  the  whole  truth,  and 
^'  nothing  but  the  truth.    So  help  you  God.^' 

Another  amendment  was  moved,  ^'  You  shall  declare 
'^  what  you  know  of  the  conduct  of  the  honourable  Si- 
^  las  Deane,  esquire,  late  commissioner  at  the  court  of 
*'  Versailles,  touching  the  at>plieation  of  the  publtdc 
^'  moneys  of  these  United  States,  and  other  matters  re- 
''  lating  to  his  publick  character ;  and  abo  what  you 
*'know  of  certain  dissentions  detrimental  to  the  pub* 
''  lick  service,  said  to  exist  among  the  Ameriean  com<> 
^'  misstoners  in  Europe  ;  and  of  the  conduct  of  the  said 
'<  commissioners*  You  shall  tell  the  truth,  the  whole 
''  truth,  and  nothing  but  the  truth.    So  help  you  God^'' 

On  tbe  question  to  agree  to  the  last  amendmenti  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Chase- 
New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Bartlet,  ^Ar. 

•  On  cxamiiiatioD  of  WiUiam  Cannichael  coDceroiog  tlw  cooduet  of 
^ha  Beaoe,  ^c.    See  tbe  publick  jouniij  of  tbitt  day. 
VOL.  II.  13 
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Csct^a. 


IfesfeachuMttft  Bay,  Mr.  8.  AdMns^  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.  >  Ay. 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.) 

Mr.  Marcbant,  ^No. 

Mr.  A.  Adams,  ^No. 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

NewTwk, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Tirgitnai 

Ifonb  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Ay. 


Mr.  Lewis,  Ay. 

Mr.  Doer,  No 

Mr.  G.  Morris,      Ay 


Mr.  Witherspoon,        >>No. 


:! 


Mr.  R.  Morris, 
Mr.  Roberdean, 
Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clingan, 

Mt.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harrie, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  GriflSn, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Williams, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Mathews, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Telfair, 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No. 


}- 


No.^ 


No. 

No. 


y 


No. 


No.J 


No. 
No. 
Ay 
No. 


Ino. 


No.) 
No.  >  No. 
No.i 


Mr.  Langworthy,  No< 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
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On  the  <|ueslioD  to  agree  to  the  first  amendmMt,  tt«. 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  A.  Adams — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Bartlet,  Ay.  >• 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 
ConnecticQty 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland^ 

Virginia^ 

North  Carolina, 
Soath  Caroling, 


Mr.  Loveli, 
Bfr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Harchant, 

Mr»  A.  AdaoM, 

Mr«  Liewis(9 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G,  Monris, 


Ay.^ 

No. 
Ay. 

No.J 


^DivipKO. 


>^No. 
>Ar. 


Aj.) 
No.> 
No.> 


No. 


Mr.  Witherspoon,        J^Aw. 

Mr.  R.  Morris,  No.^ 

Mr.  Roberdeau,  Ay.  (  r\ 

Mr.  Jas.  Jwith,  No.  f '^*^'^«'^' 

Mr.  Clingan,  Ay.J 


Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbei^ 
Mr«  Henrys 

Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr,  Bafiister, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr«  Griffin^ 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Haraet, 
Mr,  WiUianw^ 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Dravton, 
Mr.  Mathews^ 


No.^ 
NoJ 

NoJ 

^.[  No. 


No. 
No. 
No 


Ay.) 

No.>  No. 
No.S 


100 

Georgia, 
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Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Telfair, 
Mr.  Langwoi 


1,  No.) 

No.VNo. 
orthy,  No.^ 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  putting  the  main  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing  required  by  Mr.  G.  Morris — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Bartlet, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr,  S.  Adams, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  A.  Adams, 

Mr.  Lewis, 
Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Witherspoon,        ^No. 


Mr.  R.  Morris,      Ay.^ 
Mr.  Roberdeau,    No. 
Mr.  James  Smith,  Ay. 
Mr.  Clingan,         Ay. 


Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  Banister, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 


Ay. 
Ay. 


►Ay. 


►Ay. 


AyJ 
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North  CaiDlinti        Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Haniet, 
Mr.  Williams, 

South  Cardina,        Mr.  Lautens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

Georgia,  Bjir.  Walton, 

Mr.  Telfair, 
Mr.  Langworthy 

So  it  was  resolved  io  (he  affirmative. 


OCTOBER  6,  1778. 


Jc?l   ^^-^< 


A  motion  was  made. 

That  the  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin,  Arthur  V^^ ; 
Lee,  and  John  Adams,  esquires,  or  any  of  them,  be  ^z 
directed  forthwith  to  apply  to  Dr.  Price,  and  inform 
him,  that  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  to  consider  him  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States ;  and  to  receive  his  assis- 
tance in  regulating  their  finances.  That  if  he  shall 
think  it  expedient  to  remove,  with  his  family,  to  Ame- 
rica, and  afford  such  assistance,  a  generous  provision 
shall  be  made  for  requiting  his  services. 

On  the  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Laurens — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Bartlet,  ^At. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 

Mr.  Holten, 


,  4- 
f 
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Mr.  Marcbtat, 
Mr.  ShermaD, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Elmer, 

Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Chase, 
Mr.  Stone, 
Mr.  Henry, . 

Mr.  Harvie, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  GriflSn, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Williamson, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mrt  Mathews, 

Mr.  Walton,  f 

Mr.  Telfair,  A 

Mr.  Langwortby,  ff 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affiro^ative. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgia^ 


Ar. 


No. 


OCTOBER  15,  1778. 

Mr.  Laurens,  the  President,  addressed  Congress  as 
follows  : 

^'  OfiNTLBMEN, 

"  1  informed  you  yesterday  that  I  had  received  a 
"  letter  from  Mr.  Izard.    I  have  since  perused  it,  and 
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<«  flfld  hi  it  tnttti  i^fcethig  bigUy  oa  Dr.  FrMkHo,  in 
^  kii  poblidi  dktrttcter*  i  haT«  chmrytd,  in  this,  the 
^^  Tult  which  guided  me  in  the  late  case  of  Mr.  Izard's 
^  letters.  I  have  commuoicated  the  contents  of  the 
*  letter  and  papers  accompanying  it  to  nobody.  I 
'*  have  consulted  nobody.  I  act  according  to  my  own 
"judgment,  unbiassed  and  impartial.  Mr.  Izard's 
'*  wish  that  these  papers  may  be  communicated  to 
<<  Congress,  appears  to  me  to  preclude  option  on  my 
*<  part ;  I  therefore  offer  the  letter  and  papers.  If  the 
<<  house  is  pleased  to  receive  and  have  them  read,  I 
"  will  deliver  them  to  the  Secretary  for  that  purpose. 
''  I  have  delayed  offering  these  papers  earlier,  in 
"  hopes  of  seeing  a  full  house,  and  had  directed  the 
^'  absent  members  to  be  summoned.  I  have  not  read 
"  any  of  the  papers,  the  letter  eicepted.'^ 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  Mr.  Isard,  and  the 
papers  accompanying  it,  be  received  and  read. 

OCTOBER  21,  1778. 

Tlie  committee^  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of 
eredence,  notifying  to  his  most  christian  majesty  the 
appointment  of  Benjamin  Franklin,  esquire,  to  be  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at  the  court  of 
France,  and  also  the  draft  of  instructions  to  the  said 
minister,  brought  in  a  draft  of  a  letter,  which t  was 
agreed  to. 
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Ta  our  greati  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  ally, 
Lewis  the  sixteenth,  king  of  Fraooe  and  Navarre* 

GREAT,  FAITHFUL,  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALLY, 

The  principles  of  equality  and  reciprocity  on  which 
you  have  entered  into  treaties  with  us,  give  you  an  ad* 
ditional  security  for  that  good  faith  with  which  we 
shall  observe  them,  from  nu)tives  of  honour  and  affec- 
tion to  your  majesty. 

The  distinguished  part  you  have  taken  in  support  of 
the  liberties  and  independence  of  these  states  cannot 
but  inspire  them  with  the  most  ardent  wishes  for  the 
interest  and  glory  of  France. 

We  have  nominated  Benjamin  Franklin,  esquire,  to 
reside  at  your  court,  in  quality  of  our  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, that  he  may  give  you  more  particular  as- 
surances of  the  grateful  sentiments  which  you  have 
excited  in  us,  and  in  each  of  the  United  States.  We 
beseech  you  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing  which 
he  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  more  especially  when  he 
shall  assure  you  of  the  permanency  of  our  friendship. 
And  we  pray  God,  that  he  will  keep  your  majesty,  our 
great,  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  in  his  most 
holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  day  of  October, 

.1778.     By  the  Congress  of  North  America,  your 
good  friends  and  allies. 

(Signed)  H.  L.  President. 

Attest. 

C.  T.  Secretary. 
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The  nrae  cdminittee  also  brought  in  a  draft  of  in- 
structioDs,  which  were  taken  into  consideration. 

A  motion  being  made  to  strike  out  the  word  ^  pro- 
'^  tection,"  and  instead  thereof  to  insert  ^'  further  as- 
'^  sistance ;''  and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by 
Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Bartlet, 

Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  LfOvell, 
Mr.  Holteo, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  Morris, 


>At. 

No.^ 

nJ:  >^^^"' 

Ay.J 
>^At. 

^J;  I  Divided, 


No. 
No. 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  No.  )  ^ 
Mr.  Scudder,         No.  ]  ^^* 


Mr.  Roberdeau, 
Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  Henry, 


No. )  v^ 


Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,    No. ) 
Mr.  M.  Smith,      No.  >  No. 
Mr.  Griffin,  No. ) 


Mr.  Penn, 
Mr^  Harnet, 
Mr.  Williams, 


No., 

No. 

No.^ 


No. 
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South  Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens,  No. 
Mr.  Drayton,  No. 
Mr.  Hutson,          No. 

Georgia) 

Mr.  Walton,  No. 
Mr.  Telfair,  Ay. 
Mr.  Langwortby,  No. 

[Octtl, 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  expunge  the  whole 
clause,  to  wit,  ^^  You  are  farther  to  assure  him,  that 
(( they  consider  this  speedy  aid  not  only  as  a  testimo- 
'^  ny  of  his  majesty's  fidelity  to  the  engagements  he 
^'  has  entered  into,  but  as  an  earnest  of  that  protection 
<<  which  they  hope  from  his  power  and  magnanimity, 
<^  and  as  a  bond  of  gratitude  to  the  union  founded  on 
^^  mutual  interest.'' 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  that  clause,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Bartlet, 

jif assachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Duer, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 


>At. 
Ay.^ 

NoJ 
>'No. 

Ay.  I  A'- 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. )  . 
Mr.  Scadder,.        Ay.  5*'* 


PenosylnMua, 

Maryland, 
VirgiDia, 

North  Carolina, 

Soath  Carolina, 

Ceorgia, 


FQEfilON  ATFAIRB. 

Mr.  Roberdeauy     Ay.  ) 
Mr.  Clingan,  Ay.  5 

Mr.  Henry,  ^1 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,     Ay.  ^ 
Mr.  M.  Smith,       Ay.  >  , 
Mr.  Griffin,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Willianis, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Mathews,        Ay.] 

Mr.  Walton,  Ay.  ] 

Mr.  Telfair,  Ay. 

Mr.  Langwortby,  Ay.] 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


W 


OCTOBER  22,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  minister  |>leDipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
Versailles,  which,  being  amended,  were  agreed  to  as. 
follows : 

To  the  Honourable  Bbhjamin  Frankliv,  Esquire,  Mi- 
nister Plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Nort  h 
America  to  the  Court  of  France. 

Wk,  thf  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica, having  thought  it  proper  to  appoint  you  their 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  court  of  his  most  chris* 
tian  majesty,  you  shall  in  all  things,  according  to  the 
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best  of  your  knowledge  and  abilities,  promote  the  in- 
terest and  honour  of  the  said  states  at  that  court,  witb 
a  particular  attention  to  the  following  instructions : 

1.  You  are  immediately  to  assure  his  most  christian 
majesty,  that  these  states  entertain  the  highest  sense 
of  his  exertions  in  their  favour,  particularly  by  sending 
the  respectable  squadron  under  the  count  d'Estaing, 
which  would  probably  have  terminated  the  war  in  a 
speedy  and  honourable  manner,  if  unforeseen  and  uq- 
fortunate  circumstances  had  not  intervened. 

You  are  further  to  assure  him  that  they  consider  this 
speedy  aid,  not  only  as  a  testimony  of  his  majesty's 
fidelity  to  the  engagements  he  hath  entered  into,  bat 
as  an  earnest  of  that  protection  which  they  hope  from 
his  power  and  magnanimity,  and  as  a  bond  of  grati- 
tude  to  the  union,  founded  on  mutual  interest. 

2.  You  shall,  by  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  on 
every  necessary  occasion,  assure  the  king  and  hit 
ministers,  that  neither  the  Congress  nor  any  of  the 
states  they  represent,  have  at  all  swerved  from  their 
determination  to  be  independent  in  July  1776.  But 
as  the  declaration  was  made  in  face  of  the  most  pow* 
erful  fleet  and  army  which  could  have  been  expected 
to  operate  against  them,  and  without  any  the  slightest 
assurance  of  foreign  aid,  so,  although  in  a  defenceless 
situation,  and  harassed  by  the  secret  machinations  and 
designs  of  intestine  foes,  they  have,  under  the  exer- 
tions of  that  force,  during  those  bloody  campaigns, 
persevered  in  their  determination  to  be  free.  And 
that  they  have  been  inflexible  in  this  determination, 
notwithstanding  the  interruption  of  their  commerce, 
the  great  sufferings  they  have  experienced  from  the 
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want  of  those  things  which  it  procortd,  ami  ttie  oDex- 
ampled  barbarity  of  their  enemies. 

3«  YoQ  are  to  gtve  the  most  pointed  and  positiire 
wsorancea,  that  although  the  Congress  are  earnestly 
desirous  of  peace,  as  well  to  arrange  their  finances 
and  recruit  the  exhausted  state  of  their  coundry,  as  lo 
spare  the  farther  effusion  of  Mood,  yet  they  will  foith- 
fully  perform  their  engagements,  and  afford  every  as- 
sistance in  their  power  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the 
great  purposes  of  the  alliaace. 

4«  You  shall  endeavour  to  obtain  the  king's  consent 
to  expunge  from  the  treaty  of  commerce  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  articles,  as  inconsistent  with  that  equality 
and  reciprocity  which  form  the  best  security  to  perpe- 
tuate the  whole. 

5.  You  are  to  exert  yourself  to  procure  the  consent 
of  the  court  of  France,  that  all  American  seamen,  who 
may  be  taken  on  board  of  British  vessels,  may,  if  they 
choose,  be  permitted  to  enter  on  board  American  ves- 
sels. In  return  for  which,  you  are  authorized  to  sti- 
pulate, that  all  Frenchmen  who  may  be  taken  on 
board  of  British  vessels,  by  vessels  belonging  to  the 
United  States,  shall  be  delivered  up  to  persons  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose  by  his  most  christian  majesty. 

6.  You  are  to  suggest  to  the  ministers  of  his  most 
christian  majesty,  the  advantage  that  would  result 
from  entering  on  board  the  ships  of  these  states,  Bri- 
tish seamen  who  may  be  made  prisoners,  thereby  im- 
pairing the  force  of  the  enemy,  and  strengthening  the 
hands  of  his  ally* 

7.  You  are  also  to  suggest  (he  fatal  consequences 
which  would  follow  the  commerce  of  the  common  ene* 
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my,  if,  by  coafiniBg  the  war  to  the  European  and  Asia- 
tic seas,  the  coasts  of  America  could  be  so  far  freed 
from  the  British  fleets  as  to  foraish  a  safe  asylum  to 
the  frigates  and  privateers  of  the  allied  nations  and 
their  prizes* 

8.  You  shall  constantly  inculcate  the  certainty  of 
ruining  the  British  fisheries  on  the  banks  of  Newfound- 
land, and  consequently  the  British  marine,  by  reduc- 
ing Halifox  and  Quebec ;  since,  by  that  means  they 
would  be  exposed  to  alarm  and  plunder,  and  deprived 
of  the  necessary  supplies  formerly  drawn  from  Ame- 
rica. The  plan  proposed  to  Congress  for  compass!^ 
these  objects  are  herewith  transmitted  for  your  more 
particular  instruction. 

9.  You  are  to  lay  before  the  court  the  deranged 
atate  of  our  finances,  t(^ether  with  the  causes  thereof; 
and  show  the  necessity  of  placing  them  on  a  more  re- 
spectable footing,  in  order  to  prosecute  the  war  with 
vigour  on  the  part  of  America.  Observations  on  that 
subject  are  herewith  transmitted ;  and  more  particular 
instructions  shall  be  sent  whenever  the  necessary  steps 
previous  thereto  shall  have  been  taken. 

10.  You  are,  by  every  means  in  your  power,  to  pro- 
mote a  perfect  harmony,  concord,  and  good  under- 
standing,  not  only  between  the  allied  powers,  but  also 
between  and  among  their  subjects,  that  the  connexion 
so  favourably  begun  may  be  perpetuated. 

11.  You  shall  in 'all  things  take  care  not  to  make 
any  engagements,  or  stipulations,  on  the  part  of  Ame- 
rica, without  the  consent  of  America  previously  ob- 
tained. 
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We  pnj  Ood  ta  finrtlMr  yoa  wilb  his  goodMst  m 
die  seFeml  olqecte  hareby  reoommended ;  and  that  ht 
vill  hare  yoa  in  bis  holy  keeping. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  96tbtlay  of  October,  1778« 
By  the  Congress. 

H.  LAURENS,  President. 
Attest. 

CBAaLXS  Thoxsoji,  Secretary. 

Plan  for  redacing  the  Province  of  Canada,  referred  to 
in  the  Instructions  of  Honourable  B.  Franklin, 
Minister  to  the  Court  of  France. 

PLAN   or   ATTACK. 

That  a  number  of  men  be  assembled  at  fort  Pitt, 
from  Virginia  and  Pennsylvania,  amounting  to  one 
thousand  five  hundred  rank  and  file ;  for  which  pur- 
pose  three  thousand  should  be  called  for;  and  if 
more  than  one  thousand  five  hundred  appear,  the 
least  effective  be  dismissed.  To  these  should  be 
added  one  hundred  light  cavsdry,  one  half  armed  with 
lances.  The  whole  should  be  ready  to  march  by  the 
first  day  of  June ;  and  for  that  purpose  they  should  be 
called  together  for  the  1st  May,  so  as  to  be  in  readi- 
ness by  the  15th.  The  real  and  declared  object  of 
this  corps  should  be  to  attack  Detroit,  and  to  destroy 
the  towns,  on  the  route  thither,  of  those  Indians  who 
are  inimical  to  the  United  States. 

2.  That  five  hundred  men  be  stationed  at  or  near 
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Wyomiog  this  winter,  to  cover  the  frontiers  of  Penn* 
sylraiiia  and  New  Jersey ;  to  be  reinforced  by  ont 
thousand  men  from .  those  states  early  in  the  sprii^* 
For  this  purpose,  two  thousand  men  should  be  called 
for  to  appear  on  the  first  of  May,  so  as  to  be  in  readi- 
ness by  the  15lh.  They  must  march  on  the  first  of 
June,  at  farthest,  for  Oneoqaago;  to  proceed  from 
thence  against  Niagara.     This  is  also  to  be  declared. 

3.  That  in  addition  to  the  garrison  of  fort  Schuyler 
or  Stanwix,  one  thousand  five  hundred  men  be  station- 
ed this  winter  along  the  Mohawk  river ;  and  prepara- 
tions of  every  kind  made  to  build  vessels  of  force  on 
lake  Ontario  early  next  spring ;  and  to  take  post  at  or 
near  Oswego.  A  reinforcement  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  men,  from  the  militia  of  New  York  and  the 
western  parts  of  Connecticut  and  Massachusetts  Bay, 
must  be  added  to  these  early  in  the  spring ;  for  which 
purpose  a  demand  must  be  made  of  five  thousand.  A 
party,  consisting  of  five  hundred  regular  troops  and 
one  thousand  militia,  must  march  from  Schenectady ; 
so  as  to  meet  those  destined  to  act  against  Niagara  at 
Oneoquaga.  They  should  be  joined  by  about  one 
hundred  light  dragoons,  armed  as  aforesaid,  together 
with  all  the  warriours  which  can  be  collected  from  the 
friendly  tribes.  In  their  march  to  Niagara,  they 
should  destroy  the  Senecas  and  other  towns  of  In- 
dians which  are  inimical. 

4.  That  two  thousand  five  hundred  men  be  marched 
from  fort  Schuyler,  as  early  as  possible  after  the  mid- 
dle of  May,  to  Oswego,  and  take  a  post  there,  or  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  to  be  defended  by  about  five  hun- 
dred men.    That  they  also  be  employed  in  forwarding 
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Ihe  ^sMt  td  be  both  for  secmriiig  Ae  imvigf  tion  of 
lake  Ontario^  and  in  unikiag  excurttons  towards  Nit* 
ipm ;  60  as  to  keep  the  Indian  coantry  in  alarm,  and 
bcilitate  the  eperatioos  n  that  quarter* 

5<  That  a  number  ef  regiments  be  cantoned  along 
the  upper  parte  of  Connerticat  river^  to  be  recruited  in 
the  winter  ^  so  as  lo  form  a  body  of  fire  thousand  re« 
galar  traops,  rank  and  file;  and  every  preparation 
nade  to  penetrate  into  Canada  by  the  way  or  the  rirer 
8c«  Fnincfs.  The  time  of  their  departnre  mast  depend 
apon  circamstanees ;  and  their  object  kept  ai  secret 
as  the  natore  of  the  thing  will  permit.  When  they 
arrive  at  the  St«  Francis,  they  most  take  a  ^ood  post 
at  the  nMNrth  of  St.  Francis,  and  turn  their  attention 
iBRDediately  lo  the  reduction  of  Montreal  and  St« 
Jrim's,  and  the  north  end  of  lake  Champlain.  These 
operations  wiii  be  facilitated  by  the  several  movements 
to  the  westward,  drawing  the  attention  of  the  enemy 
to  that  quarter*  If  suceessfal,  so  as  to  secure  a  pas- 
sage across  the  lake,  further  reinforcements  may  be 
thrown  in,  and  an  additional  retreat  secured  that  way. 
The  next  operation  will  be  in  concert  with  the  troops 
who  are  to  gain  the  navigation  of  lake  Ontario,  &c« 
This  operation,  however,  must  be  feeble,  so  long  as 
the  necessity  exists  of  securing  their  rear  towards 
Quebec.  Such  detachment,  however,  as  can  be  spar- 
ed, perhaps  two  thousand,  with  as  many  Canadians  as 
will  join  them,  are  to  proceed  up  Cadaraqui,  and  take  a 
peat,  defensible  by  aboat  three  hundred  men,  at  or  near 
the  mouth  of  lake  Ontario.  They  will  then  join  them- 
selvoB  to  those  posted,  as  aforesaid,  at  or  near  Oswe- 
go ;  and,  leaving  a  garrison  at  that  post,  proceed  to^ 
TOL.  If.  15 
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getber  to  the  party  at  or  near  Niagara,  at  which  place 
Ibey  ought,  if  possible,  to  arrive  by  the  middle  of 
September*  The  troops  who  have  marched  againat 
Detroit  should  also,  whether  successful  or  not,  return 
to  Niagara,  if  that  post  is  possessed  or  besieged  by 
the  Americans;  as  a  safe  retreat  can  by  that  means 
be  accomplished  for  the  whole,  in  case  of  accident. 

On  the  supposition  that  these  operations  should  suc- 
ceed, still  another  campaign  must  be  made  to  reduce 
the  city  Quebec.  The  American  troops  must  con- 
tinue all  winter  in  Canada*  To  supply  them  with  pro- 
Tisions,  clothing,  &c.  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impracti- 
cable* The  expense  will  be  ruinous*  The  enemy 
will  have  time  to  reinforce*  Nothing  can  be  attempt- 
ed against  Halifax*  Considering  these  circumstances, 
it  is  perhaps  more  prudent  to  make  incursions  with 
cavalry,  and  light  infantry,  and  chasseurs,  to  harass 
and  alarm  the  enemy ;  and  thereby  prevent  them  from 
desolating  our  frontiers,  which  seems  to  be  their  ob* 
ject  during  the  next  campaign* 

But  if  the  reduction  of  Halifax  and  Quebec  are  ob- 
jects of  the  highest  importance  to  the  allies,  they  must 
be  attempted* 

The  importance  to  France  is  derived  from  the  fol- 
lowing considerations : 

1*  The  fishery  of  Newfoundland  is  justly  considered 
as  the  basis  of  a  good  marine* 

2*  The  possession  of  those  two  places  necessarily 
secures  to  the  t>drty,  and  their  friends,  the  island  and 
,  fisheries* 

3*  It  will  strengthen  her  allies ;  and  guarantee  more 
strongly  their  freedom  and  independence* 


mV.]  fOREIQN  AITAm.  llfr 

4.  U  frill  hflive  an  influence  in  extending  Ae  com* 
merce  of  Prance,  and  restoring  her  to  a  share  of  the 
fiir  trade,  now  monopolisBed  by  Great  Britain. 

The  importance  to  America  resoits  from  the  foHovr- 
ing  considerations : 
1  •  The  peace  of  their  frontiers* 

5.  The  arrangement  of  their  finances. 

3.  The  accession  of  two  states  to  the  anion* 

4.  The  protection  and  security  of  their  commerce. 

5.  That  it  will  enable  them  to  bend  their  whole  jit- 
tention  and  resources  to  the  creation  of  a  marine,  which 
will  at  once  serve  them  and  assist  their  allies. 

'   6.  That  it  will  secure  the  fisheries  to  the  United 
States,  and  France  their  ally,  to  the  total  exclusion  of 
Great  Britain. 
.    Add  to  these  considerations : 

1.  That  Great  Britain,  by  holding  these  places,  will 
infest  the  coast  of  America  with  small  armed  vessels  to 
the  great  injury  of  the  French  as  well  as  the  American 
trade. 

2.  That  her  possessions  in  the  West  Indies  mate- 
rially depend  on  the  possession  of  posts  to  supply 
them  with  bread  and  lumber,  and  to  refit  their  ships, 
and  receive  their  sick,  as  well  soldiers  as  seamen. 

in  order  then  to  secure,  as  for  as  human  wisdom  can 
provide,  the  reduction  of  those  places,  aid  must  be  ob- 
tained from  France. 

Suppose  a  body  of  four  or  five  thousand  French 
troops  sail  from  Brest,  in  the  beginning  of  May,  under 
convoy  of  four  ships  of  the  line  and  four  frigates. 
Their  object  to  be  avowed ;  but  their  clothing,  stores, 
Iec.^  such  as  tfotignate  them  for  the  West  Indies. 
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Eacb  aolditr  m«it  bii¥e  a  food  blmli«t,  of  a  large 
«(ae,  to  be  in%de  iaio  a  coat  wbfQ  the  wf albof  grMPi 
cool.  Tbicii  clotbiog  for  fbese  troops  sbottld  bo  so&t 
io  August,  so  as  to  arrivo  at  sueb  placo  as  curcum* 
staoces  by  that  time  may  indicate,  by  the  beginning  of 
October.  These  troops,  by  the  end  of  June  or  begin* 
niDg  of  July,  might  arriYe  at  Quebec,  wkicb,  for  the 
reasons  already  assigned,  tbey  womM  i»  aH  probabili- 
ty find  quite  defeaoefess»  Possessing  tbentelves  of 
that  city«  and  leaving  there  the  line  of  battle  ships, 
the  marines  and  a  very  small  garrison,  with  as  many 
of  the  C^aadians  as  can  readily  be  asscosbled  (for 
which  purpose  spare  arasi  should  be  provided,  which 
might  be  put  up  in  boxes,  and  marked  as  for  the  mi- 
litia of  one  of  the  French  islands,)  the  frigates  add 
transports  should  proceed  up  the  river  St*  Lawrence, 
and  a  debarkation  take  place  at  the  moelh  of  the  river 
St.  Francis.  If  the  Americans  are  already  at  that 
place,  the  troops  will  co-operate  for  the  purposes 
abovementioned  :  If  not,  a  post  must  be  taken  there, 
and  expresses  sent,  &c.  In  the  interim,  three  of  the 
frigates,  with  four  of  the  smallest  transports,  should 
proceed  to  Montreal,  and  if  possible  possess  that 
city;  when  the  nobles  and  clergy  should  be  knme* 
diately  called  together  by  the  general,  who  should,  if 
possible,  be  well  acquainted  with  the  manners  both  of 
France  and  of  the  United  States. 

The  troops  should  bring  with  them  very  ample  pro- 
visions, especially  of  salted  flesb,  as  they  will  eome  to 
a  country  exhausted  by  the  British  army.  By  cbel 
latter  end  of  July,  or  middle  of  August,  the  reduction 
of  Canada  might  be  so  for  completed^  that  the  sbtps 
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might  (woceed  to  the  investitare  of  Hali&z,  takiog  on 
board  large  soppHea  of  Soar.  A  jpart  of  the  troopa 
Bigbf  march,  and  be  followed  bj  the  sick,  as  they  re- 
eorer.  A  considerable  body  of  American  troopa 
Might  then  be  spared  for  that  service,  which,  with  the 
Biilitifi^of  the  states  of  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New 
Hampshire,  might  proceed  to  the  attack  of  Halifax,  so 
as  to  arrive  at  the  beginning  of  September ;  and  if 
that  place  shonld  fail  by  the  begbning  or  middle  of 
October,  tlie  troops  might  either  proceed  against  New- 
foundland, or  remain  in  garrison  until  the  spring ;  at 
whicb  time  that  copquest  might  be  completed.  If 
Halifax  should  not  be  taken,  then  the  squadron  and 
troaps  would  still  be  in  time  to  co-operate  against  the 
West  Indies. 

To  the  HonqaraUe  Bcvjabiit  FRAim.iir,  Esquire. 

SIR, 

The  above  plan,  referred  to  in  your  instructions, 
you  shall  lay  substantially  before  the  French  minister. 
Tou  shall  consult  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  on  any 
diflSculties  which  may  arise ;  and  refer  the  ministry  to 
him,  as  he  hath  made  it  his  particular  study  to  gain 
information  on  these  important  points. 

By  order  of  Congress* 

H.  L.  President. 
Attest. 

C.  T.  Sec'y 
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Oburvatums  on  the  finances  of  America* 

At  the  coanneDcement  of  the  war,  it  was  obvioitt 
that  the  permanent  revenues  and  resources  of  Great 
Britain  must  eventually  overbalance  the  sodden  and 
impetuous  sallies  of  men  contending  for  freedom  oil 
the  spur  of  the  occasion,  without  regular  discipline, 
determinate  plans,  or  permanent  means  of  defence* 
America  having  never  been  much  taxed,  nor  for  a  con* 
tinned  length  of  time,  being  without  fixed  government, 
and  contending  against  what  once  was  the  lawful  au- 
thority, had  no  funds  to  j^upport  the  war,  notwith- 
standing her  riches  and  fertility.  And  the  contest 
being  upon  the  very  question  of  taxation,  the  laying  of. 
imposts,  unless  from  the  last  necessity,  would  bavQ 
been  madness. 

To  borrow  from  individuals,  without  any  visible 
means  of  repaying  them,  and  while  the  loss  was  cer- 
tain from  ill  success,  was  visionary. 

A  measure,  therefore,  which  had  been  early  adopted, 
and  thence  become  familiar  to  the  people,  was  pmr- 
sued.  This  was  the  issuing  of  paper  notes  represent- 
ing specie,  for  the  redemption  of  which  the  publick 
feith  was  pledged. 

As  these  were  to  circulate  from  hand  to  hand,  there 
was  no  great  individual  risk,  unless  from  holding  then 
too  long;  and  no  man  refused  to  receive  them  for 
one  commodity,  while  they  would  purchase  every 
other. 

This  general  credit,  however,  did  not  last  long.  It 
menjtced  so  deeply  the  views  of  our  enemies,  who  had 
built  their  hopes  upon  the  defect  of  our  resources,  that 
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tbey  and  their  partitaos  used  every  effort  to  impeach 
its  iralae.  Their  success  io  one  instance  of  this  kind 
always  made  room  for  another ;  because  he  who  could 
not  relieve  his  wants  with  our  paper  would  not  part 
with  his  property  to  procure  it* 

To  remedy  this  evil,  the  states,  as  soon  as  formed 
into  any  shape  of  legislation,  enacted  laws  to  make  the 
continental  paper  a  lawful  tender,  and  indeed  to  de« 
termine  its  value,  fixing  it  by  penalties,  at  the  sum  of 
specie  expressed  on  the  (ace.  These  laws  produced 
monopoly  throughout. 

The  monopoly  of  commodities,  the  interruption  of 
commerce  rendering  them  scarce,  and  the  successes  of 
the  enemy,  produced  a  depreciation.  The  laws  de* 
vised  to  remedy  this  evil  either  increased,  or  were 
followed  by  an  increase  of  it. 

This  demanded  more  plentiful  emissions,  thereby 
increasing  the  circulating  medium  to  such  a  degree  as 
not  only  to  exclude  all  other,  but,  from  its  superabun- 
dant quantity,  again  to  increase  the  depreciation. 

T-he  several  states,  instead  of  laying  taxes  to  defray 
(heir  own  private  expenses,  followed  the  example  of 
Congress,  and  also  issued  notes  of  different  denomi« 
nations  and  forms.  Hence  to  counterfeit  became  much 
easier,  and  the  enemy  did  not  neglect  to  avail  them- 
selves of  this  great  though  base  advantage.  And 
hence  arose  a  further  depreciation. 

Calling  the  husbandman  frequently  to  arms,  who  had 
indeed  lost  the  incitements  to  industry  from  the  cheap- 
ness of  the  necessaries  of  life  in  the  beginning,  com* 
pared  with  other  articles  which  took  a  more  rapid  rise, 
soon  reduced  that  abundance  which  preceded  the  war. 


Tiiif ,  added  to  tiic  fmter  eonsatDption,  toother  iHtb 
tfa«  rarages  and  subsisteooe  of  the  enemy,  at  length 
pointed  thedepreoiation  to  the  iiieana  of  itobti^enoe. 

Th^  iisues  from  this  Moment  became  enormoos^  aad 
consequently  increased  tbe  disease  from  which  they 
arose,  and  which  mast  soon  have  become  fatal,  had 
not  the  successes  of  America,  and  the  alliance  with 
Prance,  kept  it  from  sinking  entirely.  The  certainty 
of  its  redemption  being  now  erident,  we  oftly  suffer 
from  the  quantity* 

This,  however,  not  only  impairs  the  value  simply  in 
itself,  but,  ai  it  calls  for  continued  lai^  eraissieiis,  so 
the  certainly  that  erery  thing  wiU  be  dearer  than  it  t8| 
renders  every  thing  dearer  than  it  otherwise  would  be ; 
and  vice  versa*  Could  we  possibly  abeorb  a  part  of 
the  inundation  which  overwhelms  us,  every  thing  would 
be  cheaper,  from  the  certainty  that  it  would  become 
cheaper. 

The  money  can  be  absorbed  but  three  ways.  The 
first  is  by  taxation,  which  cannot  reach  the  evil  while 
the  war  continues.  Because  the  emissions  must  con-* 
tinue  to  supply  what  is  secessary  over  and  above  even 
the  nominal  produce  of  taxes.  And  the  taxes  cannot  be 
very  productive  by  reason  of  the  possession  of  part* 
and  the  ravagement  of  other  parts  of  the  country  by 
the  enemy ;  and  also  from  the  weakness  of  govern* 
ments  yet  in  their  infincy,  and  not  arrived  to  that  pow« 
er,  method  and  firmness,  which  are  the  portion  of  elder 
states. 

The  second  method  is  by  borrowing  ;  and  is  not  ef» 
ficient ;  because  no  interest  can  tempt  men  to  lend  pa* 
per  now,  which  paid  together  with  that  interest  in  paper 


ft-  jem  btnee^  wilt  not*  proMbty  b«  wovtb  iMilf  at  i 
SIS'  fbe  pri»cipi4  tott  is  at  presenU  And  viheot ver  tte 
C3ia«  steltaker,  tb«ii,  i»  proportieB  tatba  apprveialiMi^ 
mil  be  Ae  bsa  of  ike  pablkk  on  what  Chey  Moitovp;  to 
lay  ftoUwng  of  ike  awoimoua  bafdeoa-  fbr  wUcb  thtf 
matt  pay  interest  in  specie,  or  what  is  equal  tait,  if  so 
moch  of  vJiat  hath  been  emitted  could  be  harrowed  as 
to  render  the  remainder  equally  valuable  with  silver* 

The  last  method  is  by  very  considerable  loans  or 
lubsidies  in  Europe,  and  is  the  only  mode  at  once 
equafto  the  effect  desired,  and  free  from  the  foregoing 
exceptions.  For,  if  such  a  sum  is  drawn  for  at  the 
advanced  exchange,  as  by  taking  up  the  greater  part 
of  our  paper  to  reduce  the  exchange  to  par,  the  paper 
then  remaining  will  be  fully  appreciated,  and  the  sum 
due  will  not  nominally,  and  therefore  in  the  event  re- 
ally, exceed  its  real  value. 

BitA  IQ  tfata  mode  there  are  objeetionSte  1*  Subsjdiea 
by  ftny  ■nana  equal  \a  our  neccaailies  can  baldly  bo 
•xpeclfid  wibUe  o«r  aUioa,  being  engaged  in  war,  will 
want  all  the  aoney  they,  caa  procure  ;  and, 

^  iioaas  caKnoC  prohaUy  be  obtained  without  goo4 
guarantee,  or  other  security^  wbicb  America  may  notf 
perhape,  be  abb  to  ptfocure  or  give*  But  until  our 
fioaocea  can  be  ia  a  batter  sttuatiiNi,  the  w^r  cannot 
posaibty  be  ptosecutfld  with  vigour,  and  \im  efibrta 
made  feeble,  as  they  must  be  attended  with  an  oppres** 
sire  weight  ofiexpeiue)^  neadinriag  still  more  weak  the 
eonfedcrated  states.. 

This  wiik  appeur  from  the  foragoii^  observattooa^ 
and  also  fipom  this,  that  the  present^  aad  in  all  proba- 
bility the  future,  seat  of  the  wftr,   aho,  thai  is^  tbil 
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ctAM^pf*  for  4be  toDOiir  and  iatecect  tff  tbe  tJfAted 
States. 

Resolved,  That  the  marquis  de  la  Fayelte,  fioejor 
general  in  the  service  of  fbe  Uniied  SUi«8,  iiave  Uave 
to  go  40  Ffanoe;  and  ibe^i  be  recuraatsuch  ifse  as 
sball  be  moat  con^venient  ttf^Mm. 

fiesolved,  Thai  tbeibUo«ving4et(erofrecomn)^ada« 
lion  0f  4hemarv)uis'delaFayeilebe  vxuientol^e  king 
of  Fraace : 

To  our  great,  faithful,  anci  beloved  friend  and  ally, 
•  Louis  the  sixteenth,  Iting  of  France  and  Navarre. 

lUlKAX,  rMTMFVLy  AUB  JBBLOVCD  TSLlEVD  AHD  ALLY. 

The  naiquis  4e  la  Fayette  teving  obtained  our 
Jctw  to  retaro  ta  bk  native  country^  we  ^oald  not  uif* 
far  him  to  depart  withoat  testifying  our  deep  sense  of 
his  zed,  Qooraga  and  altachaaeiit.  We  baire  advaae* 
ed  him  to  the  rank  of  major  general  in  oor  armies, 
srfaicb^  as  n^ell  by  Ms  pnident  as  spiriied  cofidact,  he 
teth  maaifestljr  nerhad.  We  recommend  this  young 
aabteraMi  to  your  niajesty's  notice,  a3  one  whom  ira 
kaov  to  be  wise  to  coaacil,  gaiiam  in  cbe  fieid,  and 
patient  under  the  hardships  of  imr«  His  devotion  H 
ins  soveretgn  hatb  led  him  in  all  things  to  demean 
Mmaelf  as  an  American,  acqairing  tlMreby  the  coafr* 
dance  of  these  United  States,  yoar  good  and  iieiitbfiil 
Iriends  and  aUira^  and  the  afiaciion  of  their  citteeas. 

We  pray  God  to  keep  your  majesty  in  his  holy  pro- 
tection* 
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iDone  at  Pbxla^dphtt,  the  Md  <k)r  «f  Octbher^ 
1778.  By  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  «ef 
North  Ai»ericm« 

Your  good  friends  and  allied. 

H.  ti.  President, 
Attested. 
'C?.  T«  Secretary. 

General  Washington  having,  ta  a  letter  of  the  11th 
t)I.NoTefli1)6n^ 'CbnHinniicaled  hit  observatiom  on  iht 
fiil^oitig  pbh,  the  aanae  was,  on  the  19th  of  Norem* 
bar,  i!efefTed  to  a  oonmittee,  consisting  of  Mr.  G.  M#iv 
Fti(  Mr.  Ohaae,  Mr.  Drayton^  Mr*  S.  Adams,  Mr.  R. 
U^  Lee^  and  Mr.  Widieffapooa,  wJm>,  on  tiba  *di  ef  De» 
cember  report, 

Thai  the  feaaons  assigned  by  the  general  agnibst 
the^MlpedUiM  to  Canada  appear  to  the  committee  4^ 
be  wtell  f0Na4ed,  afid  to  merit  the  approbation  of  Con^ 
gress*  Thai.ikey  are  folly  of  optmon  that  nothing  of 
gfMi  importMice  can  bfe  ttilempted  in  that  quarter^  wi^ 
leaa  the  eneimy.  Aould  evacuate  the  posts  which  tbc^ 
How  bold  fritbio  tJieee  Unked  States.  That  k  appeara, 
nevertheless,  highly  probaUe  that  they  will  evacuaie 
tilth  posis  before  the  active  part  of  the  easuiog  can^ 
paig^ 

That  wb%te*?er  nay  be  iht  situation  of  these  states 
id  -otbM  ftspects^  notbiiig«aii  be  d6l>e,  unless  the  mt^ 
cesaary  preparations  thef  effor  be  made  in  due  season^ 
Tbat  the  committee  er^  of  opinion  the  complexity  of 
<b«  pk^n  jberetofore  ad^ed  by  Congress,  blthoagb 
calculated  to  distract  the  ^iews  t>f  the  enemy,  may  bt 
nevertheless  attended  with  such  disadvantages  as  to 
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overbalance  the  good  oDOBequences  expected  frony  it^ 
and  therefore  that  it  may  be  simplified. 

That  they  entirely  agree  with  the  general,  that  Nia- 
gara cannot  be  carried  without  commanding  the  lakes 
Erie  and  Ontario,  particularly  the  latter;  but  they 
must  at  the  same  time  observe,  that  this  post  is  of 
such  importance  to  the  United  States  as  to  render  it 
proper  to  do  every  thing  which  is  practicable  to  ac- 
quire the  possession  of  it*  That  it  is  therefore,  in  the 
opinion  of  thecommittee,  proper  to  direct  the  ge&eitil 
to  cause  every  previous  preparation  to.  be  made,  .with 
all  convenient  speed,  for  the  subjection  of  that  fortress ; 
and  aho  to  carry  on.  such  further  operatioils  to  tbe 
northward  as  time  and  circusthnces  shall  point-  out 
hereafter. 

That  the  committed  are  of  opinion,  that  the  ques- 
tbn,  whether  any,  and  vfhat  iorce  can  or  will  be  sent 
for  the  emancipation  of  Quebec,  by  bn  most  christian 
majesty,  must  depend  upon  circomstantes  and  situa- 
tions, which  cannot  at  present  be  known  on  this  side  of 
the  Atlantic ;  but  they  conceive  it  will  be  in  his  power 
to  operate  with  effect  for  that  purpose;  and  as  well 
from  the  importance  of  the  object,  as  from  his  former 
exertions  in  favour  of  these  states,  they  doubt  not  bot 
that  in  such  case,  he  will  readily  afford  his  assistance* 

That  the  committee  therefore  ave  of  opinion,  that 
the  general  should  be  directed  to  write  to  the  marqois 
de  la  Fayette  upon  that  subject ;  and  also  to  write  to 
the  minister  of  these  states  ^ery  fully,  in  order  that 
eventual  measures  may  be  t^ken,  in  case  an  armament 
should  be  sent  from  France  to  Quebec,  to  co-operate 
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herewith  to  the  utmost  degree  which  the  finances  of 
these  states  will  admit. 
Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report, 

JANUARY  1,  1779. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  G.  Morris,  and  Mr.  Laurens,  ap- 
pointed to  confer  with  the  commander  in  chief  on  the 
operations  of  the  next  campaign,  having  held  such 
conference,  beg  leave  to  report, 

That  the  plan  proposed'bj  Congress  for  the  emanci- 
pation of  Canada,  in  co-operation  with  an  armament 
from  France,  was  the  principal  subject  of  the  said, 
conference. 

That  impressed  with  a  strong  sense  of  the  injury 
and  disgrace  which  must  attend  an  infraction  of  the 
proposed  stipulations  on  the  part  of  these  states,  your 
committee  have  taken  a  general  review  of  our  finances ; 
of  the:  circumstances  of  our  army;  of  the  magazines 
of  clothing,  artillery,  arms  and  ammunition  ;  and  of  the 
provisions  in  store,  and  which  can  be  collected  in  sea- 
son. ,  Your  committee  have  also  attentively  considered 
the  intelligence  and  observations  communicated  to 
them  by  the  commander  in  chief,  respecting  the  num- 
ber of  troops  and  strong  holds  of  the  enemy  in  Cana- 
da, their  naval  force,  ^nd  entire  command  of  the  water 
communication  with  that  country ;  the  difficulties, 
while  they  possess  so  signal  an  advantage,  of  penetrat- 
ing it  with  an  army  by  land ;  the  obstacles  which  are 
to  be  surmounted  in  acquiring  a  naval  superiority;  the 
hostile  temper  of  many  of  the  surrounding  Indian  tribes 


towaixk  (Aese  stales  ;f  and,  above  all,  Ike  in«Q«taiiit)| 
whether  the  enemy  will  not  peraewce  io;  tbeir  syatem 
0^  haraasiog  aod  distressing  oar  seacoasi;  and  fraa- 
tiers  by  a  predatory  war. 

That,  upon  the  most  mature  deliberation,  your  com- 
mittee cannot  find  room  for  a  well  grounded  presump- 
tion, that  these  states  will  be  able  to  perform  their  part 
of  the  proposed  stipulations*  That,  in  a  measure  of 
avcb  moment,  and  calculated  to  call  forth,  and  dWert 
Io  a  single  object,  a  conftiderabfe  proportion  of  tht 
force  of  our  ally,  which  may  otherwise  be  essentially 
employed,  nothing  less  thao  the  highest  probability  of 
its  success  could  justify  Congress  in  making  the  pro* 
position* 

Your  committee  are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  the 
negotiation  in  question,  however  desirable  and  inte- 
resting, should  be  deferred  till  circumstances  shall  pea* 
d^r  the  co-operation  of  these  states  more  certain,  prac- 
ticable, and  effectual* 

That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  the  minister  of  France  in  Phi- 
ladelphia, and  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  be  respec-r 
tively  informed,  that  the  operations  of  the  next  cam- 
paign must  depend  on  such  a  variety  of  contingent 
cies,  to  arise  as  well  from  our  own  internal  circum- 
stances and  distant  resources  as  the  projects  and 
motions  of  the  enemy,  that  time  alone  can  mature  and 
point  out  the  plao  which  ought  to  be  pursued*  That 
Congress,  therefore,  cannot,  with  a  degree  of  confi- 
dence answerable  to  the  magnitude  of  the  object,  de- 
cide on  t{ie  practicability  of  their  co-operating  the  next 
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cmmpftiga  in  an  enterprise  for  the  emancipation  of 
Canada* 

That  every  preparation  in  oar  power  will  nevertbe* 
less  be  made  for  acting  with  vigour  against  the  com- 
mon enemy,  and  every  favourable  incident  be  em- 
braced  with  alacrity  to  facilitate  and  hasten  the  free- 
dom and  independence  of  Canada  and  her  anion  with 
these  states ;  events  which  Congress,  from  motives  of 
policy  with  respect  to  the  United  States,  as  well  as  of 
affection  to  their  Canadian  brethren,  have  greatly  at 
heart* 

Yoar  committee  subjoin  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  the 
above  purpose  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  ;  and  not 
having  completed  the  whole  of  the  business  committed 
to  them,  beg  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report* 

The  letter  to  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette  being  read, 
was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

SIK, 

The  Congress  have  directed  me  to  inform  yoa,  that 
Mthough  the  emancipation  of  Canada  is  a  very  de'sira- 
ble  object,  yet  considering  the  exhausted  state  of  their 
resources,  and  the  derangement  of  their  finances,  they 
conceive  it  very  problematical  whether  they  could  make 
any  solid  impression  in  that  quarter,  even  on  the  un- 
certain contingency  that  the  troops  of  Great  Britain 
should  evacuate  the  posts  they  now  hold*  More  exten- 
sive and  more  accurate  information  than  they  fonnerly 
possessed  have  induced  a  conviction,  that  some  capital 
movements  meditated  against  that  province  are  utterly 
impracticable  from  the  nature  of  the  country,  the  de- 
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feet  of  tappIiM,  a«d  tlie  iotpostibility  of  transpoituig 
them  tbitber ;  to  say  nolbing  of  tbe  obstacles  wliidi  a  . 
prudent  enemy  migfal  tlu*ow  in  tbe  way  of  an  assailing 
army.  Under  such  circonstances,  to  enter  into  eo* 
gaf^ments  witb  tbeir  allies  appears  not  only  impra* 
dent  but  unjust. 

ki  airy  case,  a  perfect  co-operation  aMUt  depend 
upon  a  variety  of  incidents  wfaicii  human  prudenca 
can  neither  foresee  nor  provide  for.  Under  the  pre- 
sent circumstances  it  cannot  be  expected.  The  con- 
sequence then  would  certainly  be,  a  misapplicatioa, 
and  possibly  the  destruction,  of  a  part  of  the  force  of 
France ;  and  that  every  force  employed  on  a  kss  ha- 
zardous expedition  would  equally  call  forth  the  atten- 
tion of  Great  Britain,  equally  become  the  object  of  her 
efforts,  and  consequently  give  equal  aid  to  the  United 
States.  Considering  these,  and  other  reasohs  of  the 
like  kind,  Congress  have  determined,  however  fetter- 
ing the  object,  not  to  risk  a  breach  of  the  publick  faith, 
or  the  injury  of  an  ally,  to  whom  they  are  bound  by 
principles  of  honour,  gratitude,  and  affection. 

I  am,  &c. 

H«  Lt  President. 


JANUARY  25,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  and 
commissioners  of  the  United  States,  in  Europe,  be  in- 
structed to  obtain  copies  of  the  arrangements  and 
forms  of  conducting  the  business  of  the  treasury,  war 
office,  marine  and  other  offices  of  government,  at  the 


oonrl  of  VwsaiUes,  aod  other  king<iotti^  or  rtfMiblioks, 
in  whjcb  (key  nay  respectively  reside^  aed  aUo  ai  ihf 
court  of  Great  Britain  ;  and  that  triplicates  of  such 
copies  be  sent  to  Congress^  as  soon  as  may  be,  toge- 
ther  with  any  useful  information  relative  to  their  trea* 
smies* 

FEBRUARY  17,  1779. 

A  letter  of  the  9ib,  and  one  of  30th  September,  one 
of  10th  October,  and  letters  of  4tb,  18th  and  30tb 
(November,  from  A.  Lee,  esquire,  at  Paris,  with  sundry 
papers  enclosed t  were  read. 

Ordered,  that  the  some,  together  with  the  communii- 
cations  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  in 
his  memorials  of  the  9thf  and  in  the  private  audience 
on  the  15th,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  members  chosen-^Mr.  G.  Morris,  Mr.  Burke^ 
Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  and  Mr.  M.  Smith. 

FEBRUARY  22,  1779; 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  and  one  of  the  21st  Septem- 
ber,  1778,  from  W.  Lee,  commissioner  of  the  United 
States  to  the  counts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin,  both  dated 
at  Paris;  one  of  the  15th  October  from  the  same, 
dated  at  Frankfort  on  the  river  Maine,  in  Germany, 
were  read,  enclosing  a  plan  of  a  treaty  of  commerce 
to  be  entered  into  between  their  high  mightinesses  the 
seven  united  provinces  of  Holland  and  the  thirteen 
United  States  of  America. 


m  ODCRET  JOURNAL.  [Feb«  B^ 

Ordered,  Hit  the  same  be  referred  <o  the  commit* 
tee  on  the  letters  Ittely  recei?ed  from  Mr.  A.  Lee. 


FEBRUARY  23,  1779. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters 
from  Mr.  A.  Lee,  and  the  communications  of  the  mi* 
nister  plenipotentiary  of  France  in  his  memorial  of  the 
9tb,  and  in  the  private  audience  of  the  15ih,  report—- 

That  upon  consideration  or  all  the  matters  referred 
to  your  committee,  they  are  of  opinion,  that  his  catbo* 
Uck  majesty  is  disposed  to  enter  into  an  alliance  with 
the  United  States  of  America.  That  he  hath  mani- 
fested this  disposition  in  a  decisive  declaration  lately 
made  to  the  court  of  Great  Britain.  That  in  conse- 
quence of  such  declaration  the  independence  of  these 
United  States  must  be  finally  acknowledged  by  Great 
Britain ;  and  immediately  thereon  a  negotiation  for 
peace  will  beset  on  foot  between  the  powers  of  France, 
Great  Britain,  and  these  United  States,  under  the  me- 
diation of  his  catbolick  majesty :  Or,  that  Spain  will 
take  part  in  the  war,  and  his  catbolick  majesty  will 
unite  his  force  with  the  most  christian  king  and  the 
United  States. 

That  in  the  event  of  a  negotiation  for  peace,  your 
committee,  pursuant  to  the  declaration  of  Congress, 
That  they  would  not  make,  nor  even  treat  of  peace, 
until  the  independence  of  these  United  States  should 
be  acknowledged,  or  all  the  forces  of  their  enemy 
withdrawn,  pursuant  to  the  guarantee  of  his  most 
christian  majesty  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  eventual 
and  defensive,  made  and  subsisting  between  him  and 
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these  Uoited  States^  as  sovereign  and  iiide|Miideet — 
they  assume  it,  first,  ^as  a  groond  aad  prelimifiarjp, 
that,  previous  to  any  treaty,  or  negotiation  for  peace, 
the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute 
and  imlimited,  of  these  United  States,  as  well  in  mat- 
lers  of  govermnent  as  of  commerce,  be  acknowledged 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain. 

And  if  the  same  shall  be  done,  your  commtttee  are 
of  opinion  that  the  ministers  of  these  United  States 
onght,  on  the  part  of  the  said  states,  to  assist  at,  and 
ootttract  and  stipulate  in  such  negotiation  for  peace  as 
may  be  set  on  foot  under  the  mediation  of  his  catbolick 
majesty. 

That  in  order  to  be  in  readiness  for  such  event,  the 
said  ministers  ought  to  be  instructed  by  Congress  in 
the  several  following  particulars,  to  wit : 

1.  What  to  insist  on  as  the  uhimatum  of  these 
states* 

3.  What  to  yield,  or  require,  on  terms  of  mutml 
exchange  or  compensation. 

On  the  first  head  your  committee  are  of  opinloB, 
that  the  following  articles  are  absolutely  necessary  for 
the  safety  and  independence  of  the  United  States,  and 
therefore  ought  to  be  insisted  on  as  the  ultimatum  of 
these  states :  ^ 

1.  That  the  bounds  of  the  United  States  be  ac- 
knowledged and  ratified  as  follows : 

Northerly  by  the, ancient  limits  of  Canada,  as  con*- 
tended  for  by  Great  Britain,  running  from  Nova  Sco- 
tia, sooth-westerly,  west,  and  north-westerly,  to  lake 
Nepissing,  thence  a  west  line  to  the  Mississippi ;  eas- 
terly by  the  boundary  settled  between  Bfaasacbosetts 


and  Novoi  Seaif»)  soutberly  by  the  b«iildary  letiled 
b#4w^«a  Georgia  mad  Ea«,t  Mid  Wetl  Florid*;  m4 
wefiteiJj)  by  Uie  Pii^er  Mississippii 

3.  Tbtat  every  post  and  place  w4thia  the  UniteA 
States,  and  every  island,  harbour,  and  road,  to  them, 
or  any  of  them,  belongingy  be  abapkiiely  evaoialedtv 
the  land  and  sea  forces  of  bis  Britaniuf  b  msyesty,  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  stales  to  which  tbmy  re- 
sfMctively  belong*  * 

d»  That  a  sight  of  firiiag  and  eoring  fish  on  the 
banks  and  coaats  of  |he  island  of  Neiifoimdiandy 
equally  with  the  subjects  of  France  and  Ckeat  Bf itain 
be  reserved,  acknowledged,  and  ratified  to  the  subjects 
of  the  United  States. 

4*  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Missisaippr,  as 
low  down  as  the  southern  boundary  of  the   United 
.  States,  be  acknowledged  and  raiified  absolutely  free  to 
the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

dk  That  free  commerce  be  allowed  to*  the  subjects 
of  the  United  States  with  some  port  or  ports  below  the 
southern  boundary  of  the  said  state6,(  on  the  river 
Mbsissippi,  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  partien^ 
larly  enumerated. 

6*  In  case  the  allies  of  these  United  States  will 
agree  to  support  them  in  such  claim,  by  coniiauiog 
hostilities,  then  to  insist  chat  Nova  ScoUa*  and  its  de* 
pendencies  be  ceded  to  the  United  States^  or  declared 
independent. 

On  the  second  head,  your  committee  are  of  opinion^ 

1.  That  the  claim  to  Nova  Scotia  oughi  to  be  given 
up  in  lieu  of  the  equal  share  in  the  Newfouodbiid 
fishery,  or  such  share  of  the  fishery  in  liea  of  Nova 
Scotia,  if  both  cannot  be  obtained. 


8.  Hmvo  oase  midMr  ^f  tlieae^Mi  bo  okMioed  fe 
lieo  of  dit  oHmt,  thei^  if  ihe  Bontmda  likiids  cftn  te 
obCAJaed,  ike  daim  4aNbvt  Scotia  'b^^oeded  toliea 


a.  That  k  may  be  stipiilated,  Ihal  Ibe  aub^ts  af 
Ae  United  States  shall  Mt  trade  to  the  East  Indies,  ar 
engage  in  the  slave  Irade,  if  ^deqaale  oMipeneatiaii 
can  be  obtained. 

4.  Tbtft  the  Dnited  Startes  will  not  estaUiik  any  set* 
tlemeitt,  or  domioion,  beyond  Ibe  timta  of  the  said 
states,  as  settled  at  4be  eotidasion  vf  the  treaty  of 
Deace* 

6.  That  if  Great  Britava  sbaH  cede  the  Ploriias  ta 
the  United  States,  the  same  may  be  ceded  to  the  twown 
cf  Spain  fiH*  an  adequate  competisation. 

6.  A  reciprocal  guaraotee  of  all  Americaa  posses- 
sions which  shall  peosain  to  the  respectire  powers  at 
(be  conclasion  of  (be  treaty  #f  peace. 

Your  cemmittee  are  finfher  of  opinion,  that  no  trace 
eoght  to  be  agreed  to  on  tfae  part  of  the  United  Steles. 

That  a  cessation  of  hostilities,  during  the  negotra- 
tian,  may  be  admitted.  In  case  all  the  force  of  the 
enemy  shall  be  withdrawn  from  every  fK>st  and  plaee 
within  the  liaiH  of  rbe  United  States.  That  no  ex- 
duarre  privilege  of  commerce  be  allowed  to  Great 
Britain  with  the  United  States.  And  that  all  claims, 
not  in  the  instractions  mentioned,  may  be  ceded,  ex- 
changed, or  retained,  as  the  circumstances  of  the 
negotiation  may  require. 

In  tfae  event  tff  a  continaance  of  the  war,  and  an 
alliance  with  Spain,  yovr  committee  are  of  opinion 


that  a  aiihsidy  should,  if  possible,  be  obtdn^  from  the 
coort  of  Bladrid  on  the  following  stipulatioDt  i 

That  his  catholick  majesty  shall  pay  to  the  United 
States  in  such  convenient  manner  as  shall  be  agreed 
on  a  suni  not  less  than  and  the  fiEuctfaer 

sum  of  yearly,  during  the  continuance  of 

the  war  between  the  United  States  and  Great  Britain, 
and  for  a  term  not  less  than  years,  after 

the  determination  thereof;  or,  if  that  cannot  be  ob- 
tained, then  .a  sutp  not  less  than  yearly, 
during  the  term  aforesaid*  That,  in  consideration 
thereof,  the  United  States  shall  hold  in  readiness  a  well 
appointed  force,  not  exceeding  effectivje 
infantry,  with  aU  camp  aod  marching  requisites,  with 
suitable  arms,  artillery,  and  other  equipments  for  war, 
to  be  employed  in  conquering  the  Floridas«  That  the 
said  countries,  when  conquered,  shall  be  ceded  and 
guarantied  to  his  catholick  majesty  by  the  United 
States ;  reserving  always  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States, 
as  well  as  to  the  subjects  of  his  catholick  majesty,  iC 
possible,  in  the  fullest  extent  of  egress  and  ingress* 
But,  if  this  cannot  be  obtained,  then  that  a  port  be 
reserved  for  the  delivery  and  sale,  purchase  and  lading 
of  all  commodities,  excepting  such  articles  as  shall  be 
particularly  enum^fatod. 

Your  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  the  minis- 
ters of  these  United  States  should  be  instructed  and 
empowered  to  stipulate  and  contract  for  the  delivery 
of  masts  for  the  royal  navy  of  Spain  at  some  conve* 
nient  port  or  ports  of  the  United  States. 

The  above  report  being  read. 


IM)  fOlllMff  AfTAlRS;  at! 

Ordered,  Tbft<  it  lie  on  the  tsiUe  for  the  considera^ 
tioa  of  the  u^uibers ;  and  that  It  bt  ttfceo  up  on 
Tkottday  weiEf. 

Resolved,  That  od  Thursdaj  oezt,  Congress  be  re» 
solved  into  a  cooimittee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  con- 
sideration the  foregoing  report. 

FEBRUARY  27,  1 779. 

Congress  resolved  itself  into  a  comtniftee  of  the 
wh<rfe,  to  ednsider  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
letters  from  A.  Lee,  and  the  communications  of  the 
minfster  of  Prance ;  and  after  soitie  time  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  dharr;  and  Mr.  P.  L.  Lee  reported 
that  (he  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the 
report  referred  to  them,  and  have  made  some  progress, 
bort  not  having  come  to  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit 
again* 

Leave  gr&nted. 

On  Monday  Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee 
eT  the  whole  on  the  above  report ;  and,  on  Thursday, 
resumed  the  same  subject  in  committee.  On  the  10th, 
lltfi,  15th,  and  10th  of  March,  Ctre  same. 


MARCH  17,  1779. 

Congress  was  resolved  into  a  committee  of  the 
whole;  and  after  some  time  the  President  resumed 
the  chair,  and  Mr.  F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  commit* 
tee  have  bad  under  their  farther  consideration  the  re# 
port  of  the  committee  on  th$  cojoiunttnications  from  tb^ 
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tninifiter  of  France,  and  have  come  to  lapndry-  reaola- 
tions  thereon,  which  be  was  ready  to  report. 

The  resolutions  agreed  to  in  the  comakittee  of  tbfe 
whole  being  read, 

Ordered,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  post^ 
poried  till  to-morrow. 


MARCH  19,  1779- 

Congress  took  into  coniideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  wbok,  and  agreed  the  following  ul- 
timata : 

I.  That  the  thirteen  United  States  are  boundeflt 
^north,  by  a  line  to.be  drawn  from  the  north-west  angle 
of  Nova  Scotia,  along  the  high  lands  which  divide 
those  rivers  which  empty  themselves  into  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  from  those  which  fall  into  the  Atlantic 
oeean  to  the  north- westernmost  head  of  Connecticut 
river ;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of  that  river  to 
the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitode;  thence  due 
west  in  the  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north  from  thf 
equator,  to  ^he  north^westernmost  side  of  the  river  St* 
Lawrence,  or  Cadacs;N^|;;  thence  strait  to  the  south 
end  of  lake  Nepissing ;  and  thence  strait  to  the  source 
of  the  river  Mississippi :  west,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn 
along  the  middle  of  the-  river  Mississippi  from  its 
source  to  where  the  said  line  shall  intersect  the  lati- 
tude of  thirty-one  degrees  north  :  south,  by  a  line  to  be 
drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the  line  last 
mentioned  in  the  latitude  thirty-one  degrees  north  from 
the  equator  to'lhe  middle  of  the  river  Apalacbicola,  or 
Catahoucbie ;  thence  along  the  middle  thereof  to  its 
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juriolbD  wiib  the  Fliot  river ;  tbeoce  strait  to  the  head 
of  St.  Mary's  river ;  thence  down  along  the  middle  of 
St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atlantic  ocean :  and  east,  by  a 
line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  St.  John's  fr«m 
it*  sooroe  to  ita  mouth  in  the  bay  of  Fundy,  or  by  a 
Une  to  be  settled  and  adjusted  between  that  part  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the 
province  of  Maine,  and  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia^ 
agreeably  to  their  respective  rights,  comprehending 
all  islands  within  twenty  leagues  of  any  part  of  the 
shores  of  the  United  States,  and  lying  between  lines  to 
be  drawn  due  east  from  the  points  where  the  afdresaid 
boundaries  between  Nova  Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and 
East  FIcvida  on  the  other  part,  shall  respectively  touch 
dke  bay  of  Fundy  and  the  Atlantic  ocean.  Provided, 
that  if  the  line  to  be  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  lake  Ne» 
pissing  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi  caoiH^t  be  obtain- 
ed without  continuing  the  war  for  that  purpose,  then,, 
that  a  line  or  lines  may  be  drawn  more  southerly,  so 
as  not  to  be  southward  of  a  line  in  latitude  forty-five 
degrees  north. 

3.  That  every  post  and  place  within  the.  United 
States,  and  every  island,  harbour,  and  road  to  them, 
or  any  of  them  belonging,  be  absolutely  evacuated  by 
the  land  and  sea  forces  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  and 
yielded  to  the  powers  of  the  states  to  which  they  re- 
spectively belong. 

MARCH  22,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole ;  and  the  third  resolution 


m  8BGRE3' JOUBHAjU  [Marcbtti 

reported  by  the  coMmktee  ts  one  of  the  uUnota 
being  under  debate^  and  being  io  the  wonk  M* 
lowing : 

3.  That  a  comomi  right  in  these  aiates  to  fish  on 
the  coasts,  bays  and  banks  of  Newfomidland  and  g«lf 
oi  Su  Lawrence,  coast  of  Labrador  and  atraks  of 
Belleisle,  be  aelcnowledged  f  and  in  case  of  reAisal, 
that  the  war  be  continued,  unless  the  circumstances  of 
our  ailies  shall  be  such  as  to  render  them  utterly  una- 
ble to  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war ;  in  which 
case,  as  ample  pri?ileges  in  the 'fishery  be  insiMed  on, 
as  can  possibly  be  obtained  : 

That  io  case  Great  Britain  should  nbt  be  prevailed 
on  either  to  cede,  or  declare  Nova  Scotia  independent, 
the  privilege  of  curing  fish  on  the  shores  and  in  the 
harbours  of  Nova  Scotia  be  required — 

In  neu  thereof  a  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr*  Mor* 
ris,  in  the  words  following,  viz. 

^'  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Bri- 
^^  tain  of  a  common  right  in  these  states  to  fish  on  the 
^^  coasts,  bays  and  banks  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  banks  of 
<<  Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  coasts 
*^  of  Labrador  and  siraits  of  Belleisle,  and  a  wHpuluHen 
^^Jhr  the  r^hi  of  curing  Jlik  on  the  shorts  qfJAnm  See* 
'*  tia»  Provided  always,  that  the  allies  of  these  states 
^^  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  support  them  in  carry* 
^^  ing  on  the  war  for  such  acknowledgment  and  siipth 
*^  lation  }  but  that  in  no  case,  by  any  treaty  of  peace, 
'<  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above  described  be 
**  given  up." 

The  substitute  being  adopted,  and  under  debate. 


im.] 


FOMMJi  AnrAOta. 


i«a 


A  ttotiM  Wit  BMde  kj  Mr.  M.  Soutb,  secooiM  bjr 
Mr.  Bttrke,  to  ttrike  o«t  the  words,  ^^  oiul  a  #i%u<0<tM 
^^/br  the  right  of  citring  Jish  en  the  shoru  of  Jfomm 
^  Seetiay^^  aad  also  the  wonk,  ^  mk)  stipulatioo,'^  after 
Iho  word  *^  ackaowlodgmenU'' 

And  CO  the  qaestioo.  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr,  M.  Saitb— * 


New  Happshire, 
Moasacfcnsfftit 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 

Mr*  Gerry, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


^J;|d.v.d.d. 


At. 


Dir'iDXb. 


No. 

No.^ 

No. 

No.  VNo. 

No.  I 

No.J 


•lrJJj}JHM-«.,Aj.|„„..„. 


r.  Armstrong,      Ay.'^ 
r.  Searle,  Ay.  I  ^ 

r.  MuUenberg,  Ay.  p^' 
r.  M'Lene,         Ay.J 


Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  ^      • 
Mr. 

Mr. 


Mr.  Plater, 


No.-^ 


Mr.  Paca,  No.  I  »j^ 

Mr.  Carmichael,    No.  T^^' 
Mr.  Henry^  No.  J 


Virginia^ 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
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Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr,  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drdyton, 

Mr.  Langworthy, 


[Maiclrfii; 


No.  I 
Ay.  >No. 
-3.  I 


So  it  passed  in  the  negati?e,  and  the  words  were 
struck  out. 

*  A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Drayton,  seconded 
by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^provided 
^^  always^  that  the  allies  of  these  states  shall  be  in  cir- 
'^  cumsiances  to  support  them  in  carrying  on  the  war  for 
^  such  acknowledgment.^^ 

And  on  the  the  question.  Shall  those  words  stand, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer, 

Mr.  Roo^ 


No. 
No. 


:| 


No. 


No.) 

No.>No. 

No.S 


No. 
No 


No.) 
•> 


No. 


No. 


New  Yorb^ 


New  Jersey, 
PennsylvaDia, 

Maryland,  . 

YirgiDia, 

North  CarDlinil, 

South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.Jjy,     ." 
Mr.  PuaM,. 
Mr-  Floyd, 
Mr.  G.  Moriia,  ' 
Mr..  Lewis, . 


m 


Mr.P„«„gbauMn.N„.|„,„„„, 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No.'^ 

Mr.  Searie,.  No.  I 

Mr.  MnbJenherg,  No.  r 

Mr.  M'Leoe,  No.J 


No. 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  I^ca,  . 
Mr..Carmichael, 
Mr..  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adanii, 
Mr.  M.  Smith; 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burkri, 

Mr.  DraytQOy 

Mr.  Langwortby, 


Ay  A 

Ay.f 

AjJ 


At. 


Ay.' 
No. 
Ay. 
Ay.J 


At. 


Ay., 
Ay.' 


At. 


>.At. 
>.At, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affimnatiTe. 

A  division  was  then  called  for  ;  aod  on  the  question 
to  agree  to  the  first  part  as  amended,  including  the 
proviso,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  El- 
lery — 
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(MautofcS 


New  Ham^dtirire,    Mr. 

Mr. 
> 
Massachofllettft  Bay,Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Khode  Isiamd,         Mr. 
Mr. 


CoDoecticliV 
New  York, 


Marylandf 


VirgiDia, 


Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Whipple^ 
Fro8t| 

Gerry, 

Lovelly 

HolteDi 

Ellery, 
CollioB, 

Dyer, 
Root, 

Jay, 

Duan^r 
O.  MorrU, 
Fbyd, 
Lewis, 


Ay.) 
AyS 

Ay.S 


At. 


;;:|d.v««. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Ay. 

Ay. 

Ay.J 


►Ar. 


New  Jersey,  Mr. 

Bfr. 


FlrUngbaasen,  Ay. }  ._ 
FeU,  Ay.J^'^- 


Pennsylvanwy  Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr.  M'Lene,    ~     No. , 


Armalroig,      No." 
Sf^rte,  No. 

Muhlenberg,    No. 


^No. 


Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 


North  Carolina,  Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Plater, 
Paca, 

Carmichael, 
Henry, 

T.  Adams, 
M.  Smith, 
R.  H.  Lee, 
Griffin, 
Nelson, 

Penn, 

Hill, 

Burke, 


Ay.^ 
Ay.J 


I'm*]  FOASUm  AFTAHk  I4& 

Sooth  Carciiiuit      Mr.  LaurMs,  Aj^  \  k^ 

.    ,      Mr.  DraytOT,         ^y*\ 

Oeoiigia,  Mr.  LiM^worthy,  ^Ar. 

So  it  waf  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  second  clause  was  then  agreed  to. 

7he  article  as  amended  and  agreed  to  is  as  follows : 

3.  That  an  acknowledgment  b^  made  by  Great  Bri« 
tain  of  a  common  right  in  these  slates  to  fish  on  the 
coasts,  bays  and  banks  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the  coasts  of 
Labrador  and  straits  of  Belleisle.  Provided  always, 
that  the  allies  of  these  states  shall  be  in  circumstances 
to  support  them  in  carrying  on  the  war  for  such 
acknowledgment ;  but  that  in  no  case,  by  any  treaty  of 
peace,  the  common  right  of  fishing  as  above  described 
be  given  up. 

MARCH  24,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole;  and  the  fourth  article  be- 
ing under  debate,  to  wit : 

4.  That  the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  be 
acknowledged  and  ratified  absolutely  free  to  Ike  «tub* 
jecU  of  the  United  States — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Drayton,  to  add  these  words,  *•  provided  that  the 
^^  allies  of  these  United  States  shall  declare  themselves 
^<  in  circumstances  to  afford  effectwl  assistance  for  car- 
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[MaidiM^ 


^  rying  oo  Ibe  war  until  the  said  acknowledgment  and 
^^  ratification  shall  be  obtained.^ 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendmeBt^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee- 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 


MassachuaeUs  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


;;;^D.v.o.o. 


No. 
A 

No, 
No, 


o:K 

o.j 


Mr.FreKnghausen,No. )  fj^ 
Mr.  Fell,  No.  5  '^°' 


Mr.  AriBitroog,     No."^ 
Mr.  Searle,  No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No. 
Mr.  M*Leoe,         No. 


>.No. 


Mr.  Vaadyke,  ^No. 

Mr.  PUter,  Ay.'\ 

Mr,  Paca,  Ay.  I  rk...^... 

Mr.  Carmichael,  No.  ?'*>'▼»»■»• 

Mr.  Henry,  No.  J 


trm.]  FOfiCKHT  AFWJOU. 

Virginia,  Mr.  T.  AdMit,  Af.^ 

Mr.  F,  L^  Lee,  No. 

Mr,  M-  Smith,  No. 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  No. 


%0 


North  Caroltim, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson^ 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 


>Na. 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


J^;|Dividwk 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,         )^Ar. 

'    So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  article  as  reported, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr-  R.  H.  Lee — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 


^J;  I  Divided- 


Massadiusetts  Say,  Mr.  Gerry. 
Mr.  Loveli, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York,. 

New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  CollinSj 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


No.>  ^ 
No.}^^- 

iJJ;|Dividid. 

No.^ 

No.  f^No. 
Ay.J 


Mr.Frelinghausen,No. )  „^ 
Mr.FeU,  No.J'^^- 
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Delaware, 
Marylandy 

Virginia, 
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At. 


J^No. 


^No. 


Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Plater,  No/ 

Mr.  Paca,  No. 

Mr.  Carmichael,  No. 

Mr.  Henry,  No. . 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  GriflBn, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

North  Carolina,       Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 

South  Carolina,       Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy, 

•     So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  having  reported  that 
they  disagree  to  the  fifth  article  in  the  report  referred 
to  them, 

.  Resolved,  That  Congress  concur  with  the  com- 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  That  the  third  article  be  reconsidered. 
The  article  was  then  read  as  follows : 

*^  That  an  acknowledgment  be  made  by  Great  Bri- 
^'  tain  of  a  common  right  in  these  states  to  fish  on  the 
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^  coasts,  bays  and  beokt  of  Nova  Scotk,  the  Vanks 
*^  of  Newfoundland  and  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  the 
*^  coasts  of  Labrador  and  straits  of  Belleisle-:  Pro- 
<^  vided  always,  that  the  allies  of  these  states  shall 
*^  be  in  circumstances^ to  support  them  in  carrying  on 
^'  the  war  for  such  acknowledgment ;  but  that  in  no 
*^  case,  by  any  treaty  of  peace,  the  common  right  of 
^'  fishing  as  above  described  be  given  up.'' 

Whereupon  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  se- 
conded by  Mr.  to  strike  out  the  words 
between  **  to  fish"  and  "  provided,"  and  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  insert  ^^  on  all  and  singular  the  fishing 
*'  banks  to  the  eastward  of  the  island  of  Cape  Bre- 
^  ton  and  of  Nova  Scotia,  which  by  the  treaties  of 
^^  Utrecht  and  of  Paris  were  ceded  to  the  king  of  Great 
"  Britain,  in  exclusion  of  the  subjects  of  France." 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Dyer,  as  a  substitute  to  the  whole, 

'^  That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks 
^^  of  North  America  be  reserved  to  the  United  States 
*<  as  fully  as  they  enjoyed  the  same  when  subject  to 
*^  the  king  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  always  what 
*'  shall  have  been  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  be- 
"  tween  France  and  the  United  States — ihe  whole  to 
^^  be  explained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  Paris 
^'  with  Great  Britain,  and  of  Paris  with  the  United 
"  States  of  North  America." 

On  the  question,  Shall  this  be  received  as  a  substi- 
tute, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 

New  Hampshire,        Mr.  Whipple,      Ay.  >  *  ^ 
Mr.  Frost,  Ay-S^'^' 


m 


saausTicumiAL. 


ViBI€k^^ 


liassadHisettt  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adamt, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Vii^inia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Speocer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  MorriSf 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Borke, 


Ay.^ 


NoJ 

>.No.X 


VAt. 


South  OuTiiiM.       Mr.  Laarens,        A?.  )  ri.^,-.,^ 
Mr.Dfajtao;        No.  J  '^'^^^"^^ 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  ^No. 

So  the  substitute  was  received  ;  and  the  article  as 
heretofore  agreed  to,  and  the  ameudment  proposed, 
were  set  aside. 

MARCH  S7,  1779. 

Whereas  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  Con- 
gress should,  be  well  informed  of  the  situation  of  the 
several  courts  in  Europe,  and  particularly  of  the  views 
and  designs  of  the  British  ministry: 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  Congress  be  called 
on  from  the  chair  to  declare  upon  their  honours  whether 
they  have  received  any  and  what  intelligence  relative 
to  the  views  and  designs  of  any  of  the  European 
courts,  and  particularly  of  the  court  of  Great  Britain. 

MARCH  30,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole,  but  came  to  no  resolu- 
tions. 

APRIL  3,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Penn,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pell — 
Resolved  unanimously,  That  Congress  will  take  into 

consideration  the  report  of  the  committee  on  foreign 

affairs,  &c.  on  Tuesday  next. 
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Acc<m]iog  id  order  the  report  was  taken  into  con- 
sideration on  Tuesday  the  6th  ;  resumed  again  on 
Wednesday,  Friday  and  Saturday  following ;  and  aC* 
ter  debate,  Congress  agreed  to  the  first  and  second 
articles. 


MAY  7,   1779. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  France  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  report 
on  communications,  be  taken  into  consideration  to- 
morrow morning  immediately  after  reading  the  journal. 

MAY  8,  1779. 

According  to  order,  Congress  resumed  the  conside- 
ration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole; 
and  the  proposition  under  debate  when  the  subject 
was  last  before  Congress  being  read,  to  wit : 

^^  That  the  right  of  fishing  on  the  coasts  and  banks 
"  of  North  America  be  reserved  to  the  United  States 
'*  as  fully  as  they  enjoyed  the  same  when  subject  to  the 
'^  king  of  Great  Britain,  excepting  always  what  shall 
"  have  been  excepted  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  between 
"  France  and  the  United  States,  the  whole  to  be  ex- 
"  plained  by  the  treaties  of  Utrecht  and  of  Paris  with 
"  Great  Britain,  and  of  Paris  with  the  United  States 
*'  of  North  America.'' — 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Burke,  in  the  words  following  : 


4nM  nmanm  Mmmm.  m 

WbevBM  Alts  CoftgiPeu  did  m  tfit  Ibvrih  day  of 
Jwiy^  I7f6,  dedare  tbe  aateivil  oaiMitt  by  them  rep- 
reseoted  to  be  iree  aad  iadepeiident  atates,  tbal  they 
wc«e  abtoi«pad  from  all  aMegianee  ta*the  Brhish  crcHrn, 
and  that  att  political  coanexion  between  them  and  the 
state  of  Great  Britaifi  was  and!  ought  to  be  totally  dis- 
m(i^^  and  that,  as  free  and  independent  states,  they 
had  M\  pQwer  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract 
aHisHsoee,  establiah  comiBerce,  and  do  aH  other  acts  and 
Aings  wMch  independent  states  might  of  right  do ;  and 
(or  ill^  support  of  th»t  declaration,  with  a  firm  reliance 
on  ehe  protection  of  divine  Providence,  did  mutually 
pledge  to  each  other  «heir  lives,  their  fortunes,  and 
d^r  aacred  honour  :  And  whereas  thie  Congress  did 
lesolve  on  the  33d  day  of  April,  1 778,  That  the  said 
st&tea  oouMii0t  with  propriety  hold  any  conference  or 
treaty  wHh  any  -commissioners  on  the  part  of  Gmt 
Britain,  unless  they  ehould  as  a  pretiminary  thereto, 
titlier  withdraw  their  fleets  and  armies,  or  else  in  posi- 
tive and  oBpresa  terms  acknowledge  the  independence 
sf  the  said  states :  And  whereas  this  Congress,  in  a 
latter  of  Ihe  17th  day  of  June,  1778,  from  their  Presi^ 
lent  eo  the  Briiisb  commissioners,  signed  by  their 
aaaniiQOiis  consent,  did  declare  themselves  inclined 
to  peace,  f»>d  that  they  would  be  ready  to  enter  upon 
the  consideration  of  a  treaty  of  peace  and  commerce 
net  incoasisvleat  with  treaties  already  subsisting,  when 
Ae  king  a(  Great  Britain  should  demonstrate  a  ainccre 
dbpoaition  (or  that  purpose :  Aod  whereas  it  is  agreed 
in  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  most  christian 
king  and  the  United  States,  that  neither  of  the  parties 
should  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  with  Great  Bri- 
voL.  n«  30 


.164  SECRET  JOITRNAL.  f^f< 

tain  witboat  the  formal  consent  of  the  other  first  ob- 
tained ;  and  it  is  mutually  engaged  that  the  said  par- 
ties should  not  laj  down  their  arms  until  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  United  States  should  ba?e  been  formally 
or  tacitly  assured  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  that  should 
terminate  the  war:  And  whereas  his  most  christian 
majesty  therein  guaranties  on  his  part,  to  the  United 
States,  their  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence , 
absolute  and  unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  govern- 
ment as  of  commerce  :  And  whereas  from  inlormatioft 
lately  received,  it  is  probable  that  a  treaty  of  peace 
may  soon  be  set  on  foot  on  the  preliminary  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  independence  of  the  said  states :  And 
whereas,  considering  the  exhausted  situation  of  the 
said  states,  the  derangement  of  their  finances,  and  the 
defect  of  their  resources,  it  is  highly  expedient  to  put 
a  stop  to  the  present  destructive  war :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  will  agree  to  a  treaty 
of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  provided  the  absolute  and 
unlimited  liberty,  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
these  United  States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government 
as  of  commerce,  shall  be  thereby  acknowledged  and 
assured ;  and  provided,  that  no  terms  or  articles  shall 
be  therein  contained  which  are  inconsistent  with,  or  re- 
pugnant to,  the  treaties  already  subsisting  between  the 
most  christian  king  and  these  United  States. 

An  objection  was  made  to  this,  as  being  out  of  or- 
der* And  on  the  question,  Is  this  substitute  in  order^^ 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Morris — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,  ^No,. 
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Massachusetts  Baj,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Bfr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


No.^ 
No.j 


Mr.  Withcrspoon,  No.  ] 

Mr.  Scudder,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Fell,  Ay* 

Mr.  Armstrong,  No.^ 

Mr.  Shippen,  No.  i 

Mr.  Searie,  No.  >No. 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  I 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay. J 

Mr.  Dickinson,  Ay.  J  p^^ 

Mr.  Vandyke,  No.  $ 

Mr.  Plater,  Ay. 

Mr.  Paca,  Ay.  i  ^^^ 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay. 


Mr,  Smith,  Ay.'' 

Mr.  Fleming,        Ay.J 


Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 
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South  Carolina,        Mr,  Laorens,        Now  )  rhy„j#|i 
Mr.  Dray  ten,        Ay.  j 

[It  appears  that  Georgia  had  do  represeotatiTe  in  Congress  when  tiw 
▼ote  was  taken.] 

So  it  j^dsed  in  (he  riegative. 

MAY  n,  1779. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  an 
answer  to  the  letter  lately  recei? cd  by  Congress  from 
his  most  christian  majesty^  do  alto  report  the  draft  of 
a  represenfation  to  the  king  of  France,  stating  the  dif- 
ficulties to  which  these  states  are  exposed  in  obtain- 
ing arms,  military  and  naval  stores  and  clothing  for  the 
American  army  and  navy,  requesting  his  majesty  to 
order  them  to  be  furnished  with  the  necessary  sup- 
plies, and  pledging  to  bin  the  fhith  of  these  states  for 
the  repayment  of  such  sums,  with  interest,  as  may  be 
advanced  dn  their  account,  as  soon  as  the  restoration 
of  peace  shall  enable  them  to  make  the  necessary  re- 
mittances. 

That  the  said  representation  contain  strong  assu- 
rances of  the  confidence  of  Congress  in  the  friendshqi 
of  his  majesty,  and  of  their  determination  to  evince  the 
sense  they  eoteruin  of  it  by  a  uniform  adherence  to 
the  principles  of  the  alliance. 

That  the  marine  committee  aad  board  of  war  by  be* 
fore  Congress,  as  soon  as  possible,  a  list  of  articles  ne- 
cessary to  be  imported  for  the  use  of  their  respective 
departments. 


rm^j  MmfiK  MtwMMM.  ta 


MAY  \%  17794 

C6tigtein  i^inmed  the  consitlerdtioik  \xtiA€t  dc4Mtd 
o&  the  8th  instant  *  and  the  proposition  being  read, 
^  That  the  tight  of  Bshing,'^  ftc. 

A  substitute  was  moved  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by 
Mr*  Duane,  in  the  words  foHowing,  to  wiC : 

**  That  the  ministers  of  these  United  States  be  in- 
^  structed  on  a  negotiation  for  peace,  to  obtain  for 
^  tbese  United  States  an  explicit  acknowledgment  of  a 
^  common  right  to  fisb  every  where  on  the  high  seas, 
^'  and  as  near  the  coasts  of  the  territories  which  shalt 
^  remain  in  the  possession  of  Great  Britain  as  is  per- 
*^  mitted  to  any  other  nation ;  provided  always,  that 
*^  all  eiclusive  fights  to  fishing  of  the  alKes  of  these 
^  United  States  shall  hot  be  affected  by  any  such  ac- 
'*  knowledgment.  And  rn  case  such  acknowledgment 
''  shall  be  refused,  and  our  allies  can  be  prevailed  on 
<^  ta  assist  in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  no  peace  be 
^  agreed  to  on  the  part  of  these  United  States.  But  in 
'<  case  ourallies  shall  notagree  to  assist  in  prosecuting 
^<  the  war,  the  said  ministers  be  instructed  to  consent  to 
^  a  peace  without  such  acknowledgmebt;  provided, 
*^  that  the  claim  of  these  states  to  such  right  of  iSshing 
"  shall,  in  no  event,  be  given  up.'' 

After  some  debate,  another  substitute,  in  lieu  of  the 
whole,  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Smith,  in  the  words  following  : 

^'  That  if  the  court  of  Great  Britain  shall  imm6di- 
"  alely  acknowledge  the  independence  of  the  United 
''  States  of  America,  then,  that  an  equal  share  of  the 
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^*  fisheries  with  Great  Britain,  as  far  as  the  same  can 
^  be  obtained  consistently  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  be- 
^  tween  France  and  the  United  States,  be  required  and 
'^  insisted  on  ;  but  that,  if  Great  Britain  shall  continue 
^*  to  prosecute  the  present  iniquitous  and  destructive 
^^war,  then,  that  eventual  engagements  be  taken  to 
^<  exclude  her  from  the  fisheries,  and  divide  the  same 
"  equally  between  France,  Spain,  and  America.'' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Lee,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Sherman,  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^^  that  if  the  court  of 
^<  Great  Britain  shall  immediately  acknowledge  the 
^independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
"then.'' 

The  question.  Shall  those  words  stand,  ps^ssed  in 
the  negative ;  and  the  words  were  struck  out. 

Another  amendment  was  moved  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Liee, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  as 
^'  far  as  the  same  can  be  obtained." 

MAY  13,  1779. 

The  subject  resumed,  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Smith, 
seconded  by  Mr.  Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  the  words  "  can  be  obtained,"  be 
struck  out ;  and  in  their  room  the  word  "  is"  inserted  j 
and  that  the  word  ^^consistently"  be  changed  into 
"  consistent." 

The  substitute  being  amended  to  read,  '^  that  an 
"  equal  share  of  the  fisheries  with  Great  Britain,  as  far 
^'  as  the  same  is  consistent  with  the  treaty  of  Paris  be- 
^'  tween  France  and  the  United  States,  be  required  and 
"  insisted  on,  but  that  if,"  &c.  to  the  end — 
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A  motion  wat  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr* 
Lee,  to  amend  the  first  part  as  far  as  the  words  *^  in- 
'^sisted  OQ,^^  by  subs^tituUi^  in  lie«  thereof  the  words 
following : 

'*  That  a  common  right  with  Great  Britain  to  the 
"  fisheries  on  the  coasts  and  banks  of  North  America 
"  be  required  and  insisted  on,  preserving  inviolate  the 
"  treaty  of  Paris  between  France  and  these  United 
•*  States."     ; 

To  which  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded  by 
Mr*  Drayton,  to  add,  '^  provided  our  allies  can  be  pre- 
^  vailed  on  to  prosecute  the  war ;  but  in  no  event  shall 
^  the  right  or  claim  of  these  states  to  the  said  fisheries 
^  be  yielded  up  or  impaired." 

A  question  being  taken.  Is  this  addition  in  order-— 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

An  amendment  to  the  proviso  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  seconded  by  Mr.  Peun,  mstead  of  the 
words  ^^  can  be  prevailed  on  to  prosecute  the  war,"  to 
insert,  ^^  shall  be  in  circumstances  to  prosecute  the  war 
•'  with  efieci." 

A  question  being  takeo.  Is  this  amendment  in  or* 
der — 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  amendment,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S«  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Connecticat, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
P^lui9jrlvaoja, 


Delaware, 
Mwyland, 


Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 


SBOMTT  lOOMUL. 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr*  Sfaonnan, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.Fell, 

Mr.  Armstronji, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searie, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wyn^wxp, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jeni^r, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Pcnn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sfaarpe, 


No. 


No. 
No 


Ay.j 

Ay. 

Ay. 


Ay. 


No.  I 
No.  >No. 
No.  I 
Ay.J 


Soath  Carolina, 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Nj;|p,y,^. 
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MAY  22,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideratioa  of  the  re- 
port on  foreiga  affiiin* 

On  motion, 

Ordered,  That  the  absent  members  be  summoned  to 
attend. 

A  memorial  of  this  date  from  the  minister  of  France 
was  read :  Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  the  same,  together  with  the  report  on 
the  communications  from  the  said  minister,  be  taken 
into  consideration  on  Tuesday  next,  immediately  after 
reading  the  journal* 

On  Tuesday  the  subject  is  postponed  till  Thursday* 

MAY  27,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  subject 
under  debate  on  the  12th  and  13th  instant ;  and  after 
debating  the  substitute,  as  amended  on  the  ldth,it  was 
agreed,  by  unanimous  consent.  That  all  substitutes  and 
amendments  to  the  third  article,  agreed  to  the  22d  of 
March  last,  be  withdrawn. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lau* 
rens. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  third  article  be  repealed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Dray- 
ton. 

Resolved,  That,  in  no  case,  by  any  treaty  of  peace, 
the  common  right  of  fishing  be  given  up. 
voft.  II.  21 
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jtlNE  3,  1779U 

Congress  retqined  the  coAsideraiion  of  the  vepoK 
CD  the  communications  from  the  miaiBter  oi  Prance  ; 
and  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  secooded  by 
Mr.  Sherman,  in  the  words  following^  to  wit: 

To  obviate  any  disputes  which  may  arise  respectiiig 
the  fisheries,  it  ahalt  Ik  stipulated  m  the  treaty  of 
peace,  that  the  citizens  of  these  slates  and  the  subjects 
of  the  king  of  Gh*f  at  Brttein  be  allowed  the  free  and 
peaceable  use  and  exerctae  of  their  common  right  of 
fishing  on  the  hanks  of  Newfoundland,  and  oiher  beoka 
and  coasts  of  North  America,  as  fbUy  auid  freely  at 
they  did  or  m%hl  have  done  during  their  polkical  cen- 
nexion. 

Whereupon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Laurens,  to  strike  out  the  words,  ^^  and 
^  the  subjects  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain.'^ 

Question,  Shall  those  words  stand, 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Shermaiv,  seconded  hy 
Mr.  Spencer,  to  strike  out  the  words,  '^  as  fully  and 
^*  freely  as  they  did  or  might  have  done  during  their 
^  political  connexion." 

Question,  Shall  these  words  stand, 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

It  was  then  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Laurens,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  and  coasts." 

Ami  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire, 


JORXrON  AFTAnUB. 


Mr.  Whipple, 


^s 


MassachuaetU  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
'  Mr.  Lovell, 
Ml.  Hoheo, 

Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 


Rhode  Island, 
Coonecticut, 

New  York, 


New  Jer8c?y, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginii^ 


Mr.  Huntington,    No.- 


Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


No.  3 

No.^ 
No.  I 
No.  >No. 
No.  f 
No.j 


Mr.  Witherspoon,No. 
Mr.  Sradder,  No. 
Mr.  Fell,  No 


:! 


No. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Shippen,  Ay. 

Mr.  Atlee,  No. 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  >Nb» 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No. 

Mr.  M^Lene,  Ay. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  No.^ 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


No.^ 
No.j 


Mr.  Smilb, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  FieniDg, 


Ay 

No, 
No, 


i 


No. 
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North  Carolina,        Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpc, 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were 
struck  out. 

A  moiion  was  made  by  Mr.  Ellery,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Witherspoon,  after  "  other  banks,"  to  insert,  "  and  in 
the  seas  ;"  which  being  amended  to  read  "  and  seas"— 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  words  "  and  seas"  be 
inserted,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EI* 
lery — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  No.^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.  I  jj 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  f^^- 

Mr.  Holten,  No.  j 

Rbode  .stand,  Mr.EHg,  *J.|  „„„„. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,        Ay. 

Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  >  Ar. 
Mr.  Spencer,         No. 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. )  * 
Mr.Scudder,         Ay.  5  ^^^ 
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1«6 


PenDsylvaoia, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr,  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippin, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M*Lene, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fteming. 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


>No. 


.No. 


So  it  passed  jn  the  negative; 

The  motion  being  amended  to  read,  <<  To  obviate 
'^  any  disputes  which  may  arise  respecting  the  fisfae- 
^^ries,  it  shall  be  stipulated  in  the  treaty  of  peace,  that 
^'  the  citizens,  of  these  states  shall  be  allowed  the  free 
'<  and  peaceable  use  and  exercise  of  their  common 
'^  right  of  Bshing  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland  and 
"  other  banks  of  North  America" — 

When  the  house  was  ready  for  the  question,  the  pre- 
vioui  qaestion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  second-  ^ 
ed  by  Mr.  Scudder. 

And  on  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  the  previous  ques- 
tion, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry— 


Rhode  Island, 
CoDoecticuti 

New  York, 
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New  Hampihire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Massacboaetia  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr*  HoUen, 

Mr.  EHery, 
Mr.  ColliDS, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntifigton, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay,  ' 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.*  Morru, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewia, 

Mr.  Witherapoon, 
Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Arnstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Mohlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Leoe, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Flemingy 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvanif^ 


Delaware, 
Maryland^ 

Virginia, 


No.^ 

No. 

Ay. 

No.  VNo. 

Ay. 

No. 

Ay.j 

>At. 
Ay-^ 


ivf9^)  vcmmatf  MrrAook  m 

Uofth  CofolMM^       Mr.  Pemiy 
Mp.  Burke, 


Mr.  Sharpe, 

SbqUi  GaroKna^        Mr.  Lo^tnt ^        Now )  n 

Mr.Dwytom        Ay.P'^'^"' 

So  it  was  resolved  ia  Ihe  affirmMivc  v  and  the  sain 
qaeaiion  wa«  s^  aside* 

JUNE  !fl,  177*. 

Tbe  coQiiDittee  appointed  to  ppepare  an  answer  to 
tbe  letter  from  hia  most  cbristteo  majesty,  brought  in  a 
draft,  wkiob  waa  agveed  to  as  follafws : 

•BIAT,   rAfSBML,  MMD   BSCOrBft  rRIlWD   AW*   ALtty 

The  repeated  proofs  we  have  received  of  your  ma- 
jesty's regard  for  these  United  States  will  lead  their 
citizens  to  rejoice  in  every  event  that  may  conduce  to 
your  happiness  or  glory.  It  affords  us  particular  plea* 
sure  to  hear  that  Providence  has  been  pleased  to  bless 
your  nuptials  with  the  birth  of  a  princess ;  and  we 
pray  God  that  the  virtues  and  honours  of  your  illus- 
tnbus  family  may  be  perpetuated  in  a  race  of  descen- 
oants  worthy  of  so  great  and  so  good  an  ancestor. 

We  receive  with  great  satisfaction  and  sensibility 
your  majesty's  assurances  of  esteem  and  constant  re- 
gard; and  we  entreat  you  to  be  persuaded  that  tbe 
permanence  and  stability  of  our  friendship  will  be 
equal  to  the  magnanimity  of  that  condocti,  and  the  iiDr 
portance  of  those  good  offices,  by  which  it  was  cre- 
ated. 
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Permit  us  to  request  the  favour  of  your  majesty  to 
obligeus  with  portraits  of  yourself  and  royal  consort, 
that,  by  being  placed  in  our  council  chamber,  the  re» 
presentatives  of  these  states  may  daily  have  before 
their  eyes  the  first  royal  friends  and  patrons  of  their 
cause* 

We  beseech  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events  to  keep 
you  both  in  his  holy  protection,  and  long  to  continue  to 
France  the  blessings  resulting  from  the  administration 
of  a  prince  who  nobly  asserts  the  rights  of  mankind. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  day  of  June, 
1779.  By  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America.     Your  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

Ordered,  That  copies  thereof  be  made  out,  signed  by 
the  President,  and  transmitted. 

The  said  committee  having  prepared  a  representa- 
tion and  request  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  the  same 
was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  representation  and  request  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  to  their  great,  faith- 
ful, and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  Lewis  the  six- 
teenth, king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

The  full  confidence  we  repose  in  your  majesty's 
constant  attention  to  the  great  objects  of  the  treaties 
subsisting  between  us,  and  our  earnest  desire  vigor- 
ously to  co-operate  in  the  attainment  of  them,  induce 
us  to  submit  the  following  facts  and  proposals  to  your 
consideration  : 


At  tte  bMNMlNeAtnt  of  tlM  present  trttr,  we  Were 
k  a  ^t9A  cbgi^  dMilutie  of  amt)  nommttiion  and 
obibrog  for  okii  araiiei  $  and  rappHes  have  «ince  been 
jrrt^iilar,  foituilbos  and  scanty.  Oar  basbandmeft 
baT*  been  to  imcb  iat^rtopted  hf  frequent  calls  to 
artfiS)  that  evcfe  tba  produotlona  of  our  fertile  country 
bave  been  cooakletably  dimintibed  \  and  other  nat«ral 
tfitcu  of  war  have  randorad  aur  asml  conmodMea  for 
exportation  less  abundant  than  formerly. 

Our  coasts  have  lon^  been,  and  still  are,  so  infested 
by  the  eaeaty's  eroiserSf  that  our  coounerce  has  been 
greally  iqfttredy  and  both  exports  and  imports  becoo^e 
Very  haaanloos*  For  want  of  naval  stores,  our  marine 
eiertiods  have  .been  less  extensive  than  they  others 
wise  would  have  been*  And  while  commodities  pro* 
per  for  remitfancea  remain  scarce^  and  the  transporta- 
lioD  of  tbeoii  precartoiV)  we  have  Kttle  reason  to  ex* 
pe^t  ample  supplies  from  private  contracts  and  com- 
mercial projects* 

We  are  impressed  with  the  strongest  conviction  of 
your  majesty's  friendly  diapositio»  towards  us;  and 
we  are  persuaded  (hat  the  same  magnaniority  which 
induced  your  majesty  to  unite  with  as  in  frustrating 
the  cruel  designs  of  a  nation  whose  power  and  hist 
of  dominion  had  become  dangerous  to  their  neigh- 
bours, and  oppressive  to  us,  will  continue  to  influence 
your  majesty  to  exertions  glorious  to  France  and  ad- 
vanlageoiua  to  your  allies.    We  therefore  take  the 
Ubeiiy  of  raquastiitg  your  majesty  to  furnish  us  with 
these  necessary  sapplies,  an  estimate  of  which  we 
have  ordered  ow  minister  to  lay  before  you ;  abd  wc 
pledge  the  faith  of  these  states  for  the  repayment  with 
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interest  of  wiMite?er  samt  may  be  dKraneed  for  ftiat 
purpote,  as  book  as  the  restoration  of  peaoe  shall  have 
enabled  us«  Be  assured  that  they  shall  be  Tigorousljp 
used  against  the  cooHDon  enemy,  with  whom  we  shall 
neither  conclude  peace  nor  trube  without  your  eon* 
currence ;  and  that  it  is  our  sincere  desire,  that  the 
alliance  between  usmay  be  as  beneficial  to  FVance; 
as  it  has  been  liberal  and  salaury  to  these  United 
States. 

On  the  lOfh  July,  the  board  of  war  having  laid  be- 
fase  Congress  an  estimate  of  sundry  articles  proper  to 
be  sent  for,  amounting  to  five  hundred  and  five  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  ninety-two  pounds  five  shillings  and 
six  pence  sterling ;  and  the  marine  committee  having 
laid  before  Congress  an  estimate  of  articles  in  their 
department,  necessary  to  be  sent  for,  amounting  to 
sixty  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds  eleven 
shillings  two  farthings  sterling-— 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  die  said  invoices  be  made 
out  by  the  board  of  war  and  marine  committee  respec- 
tively, and  delivered  to  the  President,  to  be  by  him 
transmitted,  with  the  representation,  to  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty. 

JUNE  17,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port on  the  communications  of  the  minister  of  France, 
Sic.  And  the  sixth  article  in  the  report  under  the  first 
head,  being  read,  the  same  was  set  aside  by  the  pre- 
vious question. 


wm 
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The  aiti^leeiflMler  Che  eecond  head  wete  Mieii  taken 
into  coeiideraCioD;  and  the  first  and  tceood  were  set 
aside  bj  the  pie? ioui  queatioik 

The  third  article  was  then  read ;  aad  a  dirition  be- 
iag  cal^Nd  for^  the  first  dause,  to  wit :  <^  That  it  osay 
'^  be  stipulated,  that  the  United  Stalee  shall  not  ttnade 
^  to  the  Bast  Indies,  ii  adet)aBte  coispensatioii  can 
^  be  obtained,"  was  set  aside  bj  the  prerioas  ques- 
tion* 

On  the  second  clause,  viz*  "  or,  engage  in  the  slave 
^^  trade,  if  adequate  compensation  can  be  obtained," 
(he  previous  question  being  moved,  the  yeas  and  nays 
diereon  required  by  Mr*  Jay-**> 


New  Hampshise,      Mr.  Whipple^ 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr. 
Mn 
Mr. 

Rhode  Island,  Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Connecticut, 


New  York, 


New  Jersey, 


Gerry, 
Lovdl, 
Holten,   ^ 

Ellery, 

Maircbant, 

Collins, 

Sherman, 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 

Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Lewis, 

Scudder, 
Fell, 


At. 


m 


Um^^ 


Biarjlaiid) 
Virginia, 

HxHTth  Cfrolioa, 

South  Carolina, 


9Cv*  Afoialll^ilg; 

S4lr.l^hipp«o.    . 
Mr.  Muhlenbei'g^ 
Mr.  M^Leae, 

Mr.  Dickinfooi 
Mr.  M'Keaoy 

.Mr»  Hcniy, 
Mr.  J««if#r, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Qriffiih 
Mr.  Fleming,  , 

Mf,  Peaa, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mri  Sharpe, 

Mr«  Laurens^ 
Mr*  Draytoti, 


At. 


So  it  If  as  resolved  in  the  affinMtite,  and  the  clause 
set  aside. 

The  fourth,  fifth  and  sixth  articles  were  s^veraUjr 
set  aside  by  the  previoua  quastidp* 

Resolvec^,  That  a  ctaSBtJOn.  of  hostilities  daring  the 
negotiation  may  be  agreed  to,  but  not  without  the  con- 
sent of  our  Vlly,  nor  unless  it  shall  be  previously  stipu- 
lated that  all.  the  forg^^  of  <be.  eaemy  shall  be  imme^ 
diately  withdrawn  from  the  United  States. 

Ordered^  That  the  farthei;  Consideration  6t  the  re- 
port be  postponed. 

Resolved,  That  a  cofaraiitee  dC  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  form  of  a  commission  to  the  minister 
who  may  be  appoint(^d  to  negotiate  a  peace. 

The  members  chosen — Mr*  Dickinson,  Mr*  Morris 
and  Mr*  Marchant. 


the  >c(»Mininksiitkift»/A6w;  tfrtien-^fbcf  felbwMlg  ir^s^ 
lotions  were  moved  by  Mr.  G^etrf,  ^on^^  W  ^* 

'!•  TMt  jl4ftwi(4nlhil  tdlli^'tr^MM  ofllteliie  <Aiitetl 
States' tbatfbe^hihitbiianlsLlb^i^ar  the  M^r^fMb  ^ 
the  wuti'  tdlot4tf  eoMlniie  M^snjfby  Ifd^  1Are^«fM  imlMU 
inrbed  tt<drdi«e  ttf  lbei)r  ^omAra  ¥i^t'«o  fl«ft  '^  Alei 
b^niort  of  ^N)»wflli]«idlMd,.AAd  (liie  6Vh^  <fi»bifai;'bbtfte 
at^  seas  of  North  America*  pi^eseryiag^  inviolate  'fhe 
treaties  between  Prance  and  the  said  states. 

2.  That  iam  explanatory  article  he  prep^ed  ^nd 
sent  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
VersaiUfB^to  be  by^iifr  pMseiiM  t9ubtf  fftoalicMii^ 
tian  majesty,  whereby  the  said .  common  right  to  the 
fisheries  .sftafl'tie  moite  ejcpHciUy  "guarantied  to  the 
inhabitants/ of  these  c^t^d^  <t|iM  it  already  is  by  the 
treaties  aforesaid. 

3.  Tbpt^a  4ie  treaty  of  p^'ce  with  Grieat  Britain  a 
stipulation  Jbe  oiade,  oq  tbi;ii!  pf^*  not  to  disturb  the 
inhabitants  of  these  states  in  the  free  exercise  of 
their  coq(iEl^6  .Tight  to  the  fl^i^Qries  aforesaid ;  and 
that  a  recij^roiQ^l  ^ngi^eioeiM  baycuade  on  the  part  of 
the  United  States. 

4.  That  the  faith  of  Cotigre$$  be  pledged  to  th^ 
nwnii  Ua(es^  ihat,  wiAwut  ^  ihei? /unanimous  consent, 
no  treaty  of  oolDmercealiaii. be -Aimed  with  Great  Bri- 
tain previogs  U>  such  st^ulation^ 


%U  SMNUn  JODMAL.  PmH^ 

5.  That  if  die  caqpbiiatory  article  sbould  not  be 
ratified  by  hit  most  christian  majf  sty,  nor  the  siipolan 
tioQ  aforesaid  be  adopted  by  Great  Briuin,  the  minis- 
ter conducting  this  business  shall  gi?e  notice  thereof 
to  CoBgi^esI,  and  not  sign  any  treaty  of  peace  until 
their,  pleasure  be  known* 

The  first  proposition  being  read,  a  motion  was  madi 
by  Mr»  Morris,  seconded  by  llr#  Drayton,  to  amend 
it  by  ptrikifig  out  cerjbain  words  and  ins0ritug  others,  so 
that  it  read,  ^  That  it  would  be  vssy  iiijurious  to 
<<  th^i^  United  1  States,  aud  the  inhabitants  tber^o^  al 
'*  the  ezpimiioii  of  the  war,,  not  to  eojoytbe  ftte,'' 
&c.  .        . ,      / 

Oh  the  question,   Shall  the  words,  moved  to  be 

struck^  out;  stand,  the  yeas  and  pays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Ellery— 

New  Hampsbhre,;      Mr.  Whippk,  >Ar. 

...  .  1    '  - 

Massachusetts.  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry.  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Lovelf,  Ay.>AT. 

Bfr.  Holten,  Ay.) 

Rhode  Island,  .    .    Mr.  Ellery,..        Ay.). 

Mr.  Marchant,      Ay.  >  At* 
Mr.  Collins,  Ay.> 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,      Ay.  ^         / 

Mr.  Huntington,   Ay.  >  At. 
Mr.  Spencer,        Ay.) 

NewYorit,  Mr.  Jay,  NoA 

Mr.  Lewis,  Ay. J 

^  New  Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder,      '  No. )  mj 

^  Mr.  Fell,  No.P^- 


Oelawart^ 

North  Ctroluia, 
South  Carolint, 


frntnOH  ATT AUtS; 


W 


•  Anmtraag,     Ay.'^ 

•  Searie,  Ay.  \a^ 
.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  p^* 
'.  M'Lene,        Ay. J 


Ifr*  Annitraigf 

Mr< 

Mr. 

Bfr. 


Mr»  DiekiofoiH 
Mr*  M'Keao, 


No.> 
Ay.  J 


DnriDBv. 


No.) 
Mr.  {CarmichMl,  No.  >  No. 


Mr.  Pace, 
Mr.  !CSariiii< 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


Mr.  Sfliftb. 
Mr.  Grifia, 
Mr.  F|*«>i8|i 

Mr.  Pennj 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  LaureoB, 
Mr.  Drayteo, 


No.) 

No.) 
No.>  Ho. 


No.) 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiye. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Smith,  that  the  .farther  consideration  of  the 
first  proposition  be  postponed.  On  which,  the  yeas 
and  nays  b^iog  required  by  Mr.  Gerry- 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Loveli, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  EUery, 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


>No. 


Rhode  Island, 


No.; 
No. 
No.  I 

No.; 

No. 

No.^ 


No. 


No. 


Connecticut, 


Mr.  Sherman,       No.  ^ 
Mr.  Huntington,    No.  >  Na. 
Mr*  Spencei:^        No.> 


m 

NewYoA/     ; 

Hew  Jwieyj 
PeDDsyIvaiW«9 


Mr.  Jftfi  ' 

Mr.  Duane,  ' 
Mr.  Morris^ 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scoddef^ 
Mr.  Pelt, 


umt^ 


Delaware, 
Mtryland, ' 
VirgiDia, 

North  Carblindi 
South  CaroliiM, 


At. 

No. 


1  ■ 

.    '•  >DlTI]>ID. 

Ay.  ^ 
NoJ 


No.) 

Ay.  5 


Divided. 


Mr.  Annstroogj  No.'^ 
Mr.  8hmpeO|  No.  I 
M^.Searle,  No.  VNo. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  j 
Mr.  M%ene^         No. J 


Mr.  Dtckrn^on, 
Mr.  M'Keaoy 


Ay;|Dmp«. 


Mr.  Camrichael,  Ay. ) 
Mr.  Jenifer^  Ay.  y 


Ay. 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Pletning^ 

Mr.  Pean, 
Mr.'  Burke, 

Mr.  Laortos, 

Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay. 
No. 
Ay. 


At. 


Divided. 


Ay.) 

Ni,! 

»;:|Dmp«. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motioa  wtrs  then  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Duane^  after  the  words  ^  seas  of  North  Ameri- 
*'  ca,''  to  insert,  "  within  the  restrictions  of  the  law 
^*  and  custom  of  nations  for  preventing  contraband.^ 
And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  be  inserted,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay-— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 


>No. 


IflU] 


fOBBMH  Art AIU^ 


W 


Masaachutetts  Bay,  Mr.  Geny^ 

•  Mr*  LoTell, 

Mr.  Holten, 

Rbode  bland,         Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Marchaaty 
Mr.  Collins, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 


New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
SovAh  Carolina, 


No.) 
Ay.>No. 

No. 


li 


No.) 
No.>No. 


Mr.  Huntington,   No.  >  No. 
Blr.  Spencer,        ^"^ 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippeo, 
arfc, 


Mr.  Sea...,  ._.  .. 

.Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  I 
Mr.  M'Lencs,        No.  J 


No.^ 

No. 

No.  SNo. 


Mr.  M'Eean, 


Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay. ) 
Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Fenn, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton^ 


>^No. 
At. 
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«9S 


ascuT  joonuiL. 


P*t«i 


So  it  paiBed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  bj 
Mr.  M^Kean,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^  preserving  in- 
^^  violate  the  treaties  between  France  and  the  United 

"  States." 


JtJNE  24,  1779. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  words  moved  to  be  struck 
out,  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  hf  Mr* 
Gerry- 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  Yorkj 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Marciiant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Vur.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 


At. 


Ay. 


lj:|*'- 


Mr.  Armstrong,     Ay.^ 
Mr.  Sbippen,         Ay. 
Mr,  Searle,  Ay.  >Ay. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay. 
Mr.  M^Lene,  Ay.;^ 


xmj 


FMOm  An  AIU. 


J79 


Delaware^ 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr*  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M^Kean, 

Mr.  Cannichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  >  An 

Ay-S 

Ay 
Ay 
Ay 


Ay. 

No, 
Ay 


i 


At. 


At. 


t\ 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Dickinson,  after  the  words  ^^  North  America,'^  to 
insert,  ^^  As  near  the  coasts  of  the  territories  which 
^^  shall  reraain  in  the  possession  of  other  nations,  after 
<<  the  conclusion  of  the  present  war,  as  is  permitted  to 
<'  any  free  and  independent  people.''  And  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  thisameadaent,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


abode  Island, 


Mr.  JEllery, 
Mr.  Marcnant, 
Mr.  Collins, 
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Coonecticttt, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvaniai 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Sherman,  No.  ^ 

Mr.  Huntington,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Spencer,  No. ) 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


Ay.  J 


Mr.  Scudder,         No. 
Mr.  Fell,  No 


:\ 


No. 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No. 

Mr.  M'Lene, 


No.^ 

No. 

No. 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  DraytoDj 


^No. 
No., 

^J;  I  Divided. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr* 
Drayton,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^^  continue  to.''  (And 
on  the  question.  Shall  the  words  stand,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


tm.} 


rOREmN  AITABS. 
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New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr«  Peabodji 

MassachofletU  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 


Khode  Islaq^, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
|tfr.  Marcbant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 


No.^ 
NoJ 


Ay.) 
No.  5 


DiVIOID. 


Ay.^ 

Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay.J 


►At. 


No. 
Ay 


;} 


DiTIDID. 


No.^ 
No.J 


No. 
No, 
No, 


i 


No. 


lit 

North  C»r#IiMi| 

South  Car^Iintf, 


S80UT  JWRMIn 

Mr.  Ltturenit 
Mr*  Drajrtoi, 


Now 
No 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afiirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Dickiosoiii  seootidtd  by 
Mr.  Carmichael,  to  insert  the  word  "  all,''  before 
<(  these  United  States."  On  which,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jeraey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Ellervi 
Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr«  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 


No.^ 

n'o!  [^^^'^"^ 


Ay.J 
Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


Ay. 


Ay.^ 
Ay.  I 
Ay.  SAt. 


Mn  Muhlenberg,   Ay.  ) 
Mr.  M*Lene,         Ay.J 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  OiduiMen, 
Mr^M^Keao, 

Mr^e^ca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  J-enifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Orifin, 
Mr«  Fleming, 

Bir.  *Benn, 
Mr.  Burlce, 
Mr.  Sh^pe, 

Mr.  Laurenif 
Mr#  Drajrton, 


AyJ      ' 

Ay.) 
Ay.  >  Ay. 

No.S 


Ay.i 


At. 


Ay.) 


No. 
No, 


So  it  w|8  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition  as 
amended,  Ibe  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Ellery— 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  LowHi 
Mr»  Hak^q, 


Ay.i 
Ay.  >  At. 
Ay.J 


RM[«  itland, 


ConnecUcat, 


Mr.  Elkrv, 
Mr.  Marcbant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr*  HunlingtoD, 
Mr.  Spencer, 


Ay.j 
Ay.] 


Ar. 


Ay. 


m 


North  C»r«lifti| 
South  Car^Iintf, 


MOUTJWWUOif 
Mr.  PeM, 

Mr.  LMifefiii 
Mr^  Drajrtoi, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr«  DickiDsoiii  seootickd  by 
Mr.  Carmichael,  to  insert  the  word  "  all,''  before 
^'  these  United  States."  On  which,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 

Mr.  Peabody, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  bland, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jeraey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Ellerv, 
Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 


No.^ 

No!  >^'^^^^' 
Ay.J 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


Ay. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay.'^ 

Mr«  Shippen,  Ay.  j 

Mr*  Searle,  Ay.  S-Av. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  I 

Mr.  M'Lene,  Ay.J 


Delaware, 
Maiylandy 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carplintt, 


Mr.  INckiiMen, 
Mr.li«Keaii, 

Mr.eKt, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jmifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Orifin, 
Mr«  Fleming 

Bir.  'Benn,^ 
Mr.  Burlce, 
Mr.  Sb^rpe, 

Mr.  Laureofi 
Mr,  Drajrton, 


aJ:W 

AyJ      ' 

Aj.) 
Ay.  >  At. 
No,S 

i 


Ay. 

Ay 
Ay, 


No.; 

No.< 


Ar. 


Vo. 


So  it  w|8  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  proposition  as 
amended,  tht  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Ellery— 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Xiove)), 
Mr,  Hah^q, 


Rhode  island, 


Connecticut, 


Mr.  Ell€ri 
Mr.  Mar 

Mr.  Collins, 


Ay.) 
Ay.V  At. 
Ay.S 

Ay.) 

Ay.V  At. 
Ay.5 


Mr.  Sherman,        Ay. ) 
Mr*  Huntington,    Ay.>  Ay. 
Mr.  Spencer,        Ay. } 


SM 
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y^ftl^ 


New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr*  Jay, 
Mr.  Daane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scodder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 

Mr   Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, . 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Divided. 


>-At. 


Divided. 


No.) 

N0.VN0. 

No.^ 

No.) 

No.>No. 

No.) 

^y;  I  Divided. 


So  it  was  resolved.  That  it  is  essential  to  the  welfare 
of  all  these  United  States,  that  the  inhabitants  thereof, 
at  the  expiration  of  the  war,  should  continue  to  enjoy 
the  free  and  undisturbed  exercise  of  their  common 
right  to  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  the 
other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of  North  America,  pre- 
serving inviolate  the  treaties  between  France  and  the 
3aid  states^ 


ijmi 


JULY  1,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  tbe  consideratioB  of  the  st^ 
cond  proposition  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Drayton,  to  strike  out  tbe  words  '^  explanatory,'* 
<<  more,''  ^^  than  it  already  is  by  the  treaties  aforesaid." 
And  a  division  being  called  for  by  Mr.  Laurens — 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  word  ^^  explanatory" 
land,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Burke— 


New  Hampshire,  Mr. 
Mr. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr* 

S4 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

VOL.  n. 


Whipple, 
Pea body, 

Gerry, 
Lovell, 
Hohen, 

Marcbaait, 
CoUios, 

l^hermio, 

Huntington, 

Spencer, 

Duane, 
Lewis, 

Scudder, 
Pelt, 

Searle, 

Muhlenberg, 

M«LeM, 


At* 


Ay. 


At. 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 

Ay., 
Aj.S 

No.>  At. 
Ay.S 

At. 


m 

Deli  ware, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 


North  ^^^rolinai 


Sooth  Carolina, 


BECWDr-MVIirAIr. 


[Wyli 


Mr*  Dickinson,     No. ) 
Mr.  M'Eean,         Ay.  5 

Mr.  Cannichacl,  No. } 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


DiVIDBO. 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.  >  No. 
No.S 

..[No. 
•> 

.J  No. 


No. 
No, 
No. 


No. 
No, 
No. 


^y-jDmoE,. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  words  '*  more,''  ^  than 
<Mt  already  is  by  the  treaties  aforesaid,' '  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Ay. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovetf, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  I^landi 
ConnecttcQt, 


Mr.  Mapchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Shetman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 


Ay. 


New  York,' 


Mf.  Docme; 
Mr.  Lewis, 


No. 


New  JdfMjr, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginiai 

JKorth  Carolina, 

SoQth  CaroKnai 


Mr.  Scodder, 
Mr.  FeU, 


nJ:|  ^'^^"^- 


Mr.  Doippett, 

Mr.  Searle,  Ay 


Ay/ 

«»••  s'^ric.  Ay.  I  * 

Mr.  MuKleoberg,  Aj,  f^^' 
Mr.  M'Lene,         Ay.^ 


Mr.  DickioMii, 
Mr.  M'Kew, 


;;;}d.tip«. 


Mr.  Cannichael,   Mo.  i 


Mr.  Henry^  * 
Mr.  Jeniferi 

Mr.  Smith,  * 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.JNo. 
No.) 


No. 
No. 
No. 


No. 
No, 
No. 


No. 


No. 


^y;|D.T«,.o. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  Che  proposition,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Geny— * 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Ay.) 
Ay.} 


Ar. 


Masaachasetts  B.y,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hoiten, 


Rhode  hlMtdt 


Mr.  Marcbant, 


Ay.i 
Ay. }  At, 
Ay.S 


t^^tf 


CoQoecUcvt, 

.New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvatiiai 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia^ 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 


Mr.  fiheromii 
Mr.  HuDtington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Duana, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay. 

Mr.  Dickinson,      No. ) 
Mr.  M'Keao,        Ay.  $ 


Ay.  >  At. 

Ay.) 
Ay.) 

Ay.  >  At. 


DnriDBo; 


Mr.  Carinicbaei, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  GriflBo, 
Mr.  Flening, 

'Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.) 
Ay.S 


No. 


No.) 

N0.SN0.* 

N«.S 


No. 
No 
No 


A  No. 


So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  an  explanatory  article  be  "pre- 
pared and  sent  to  our  oninbter  plenipotentiary  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  to  be  by  him  presented  to  bis 
most  christian  inajesty,  whereby  the  said  common  right 
to  the  fisheries  shall  be  more  explicitly  guarantied  to 
the  inhabitants  of  these  states,  than  it  already  is  by 
the  treaties  aforesaid. 
The  third  proposition  being  read, 


Ifr.  Ontjrtmi,  to  amend  the  sum  bf  addiog,.  ^  Pf»> 
^  Tided  that  if  Great  Britain  will  acknMriedge  afti 
^ratify  tiM  liberty,  sovtreigaty  Md  inde|wadeoce, 
^  absolute  and  aaliiaited,  at  well  in  natters  of  govena* 
^laeat  as  of  commerca,  of  these  Uaited  Statast  aa4 
^  agree  to  the  other  articles  ia  the  altamataoi  reaokal 
^  upon  by  Coagress,  the  present  w^r  shall  noi  be  ooii» 
**  tinned,  nolwMistaodiiig  Great  Britain  shall  decHoe  ta 
^  make  an  express  and  particalar  ackoowle^gaent  of 
<<  the  right  aforesaid." 

JULY  10,  177J. 

The  President  informed  Coiqpress  that  the  minister 
of  France  had  communicated  to  him  certain  intellii 
gence,  about  which  it  would,  in  his  opinion,  be  expe- 
dient for  Congress  to  confer  with  the  minister :  Where- 
apon. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Gerard  be  informed  by  thePra*- 
sident  tMt  Congress  are  desirous  of  coalerring  w^ 
him  in  'commklee  of  the  whole  on  the  sul^ect  of  the 
intaHigfaoe  oommiioicated  by  him  to  the  President; 
and  that,  if  it  be  agreeable  to  him,  a  private  audieaee 
be  had  oa  Monday  next,  at  IS  o'clock. 

JULY  12,  1779. 

The  President  informed  the  honse,  that  he  bad  com^ 
mnnicated  to  the  minister  of  France  the  resolution  of 
Saturday,  and  that  the  minister  has  agreed  to  meet 
Congress  in  a  committee  of  the  whole  at  12  o'clock 
this  day. 


WIS  resolved  ioio  a  coMonttce  of. the 
whole ;  asd  after  some  time  th#  Prasideot  rtstiiiiAl.the 
chair,  aod  Mr.  Laureos  reported, 

That  the  commiltee  have  had  a  coofereaee  with  the 
vioiater  plenipoteatiary  of  Frahce  ;  but .  not  being 
paepared  to  rejxMi  the  subitanee  of  the  cooference) 
desire  leave  to  ait  again. 

.  Resolved,  That  to-morrow  morning  Congress  be  r»- 
aolved  into  a  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  subject  of 
the  cettfareDce  this  day  held,  with  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  France. 

JULY  13,  1779. 
Congress  in  a  committee  of  the  whole. 

JULY  14,  1779, 

Congress  was  again  in  committee  of  the  whole ;  and 
after  some  time  the  PresidcQt  resumed  the  chair^  and 
Mr.  Laurens  reported, 

That  in  obedience  to  the  order  of  Congress,  the 
committee  of  the  whole  have  conferred  with  the  minis- 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  France,  who  introduced  the 
conference  by  saying,  that  he  had  received  some  dea- 
patcbes  from  bis  court,  which  be  was  ordered  to  com- 
municate to  Congress  ;  but  that  he  expected  no  an- 
swer :  that,  though  it  was  not  the  usual  practice  to 
offer  communications  of  this  nature  in  writing,  yet  as  it 
had  been  intimated  to  him  by  the  President,  that  this 
mode  would  be  most  agreeable  to  Congress,  be  bad 
committed  the  heads  of  them  to  paper,  not  as  a  memo- 


riti,  botnereljr  for  the  atsisfftMe  of  tde  vdnery,  in 
a  fortn  to  whiehF  the  term  '^  ad  «t&t«ni  kgemlP'  »  ap» 
propriated  bj  the  mage  of  the  conns  of  Europe  i 
That  iff  reading  ibe  said  paper,  be  woold  take  iba 
fiberty  of  making  some  explanations  and  reflections. 
He  then  proceeded  to  read  die  paper  barewith  deliver* 
ed,  marked  No  1,  divided  into  seven  articles  ;  and  at 
the  close  of  each  separate  article,  he  added  explana- 
tiooa  and  rrfeetlons,  the  sub^nce  of  which  the  qom« 
nittee  have  andeavoiired  to  recollect,  and  oooMnit^e^ 
to  writing  in  the  paper  marked  No#  % 
.  Tbe  committee  tbeo  taking  notice  of  what  .the  ounis* 
ter  had  said  condeming  a  tacit  assurance  of  tbe  inde? 
pendence  of  these  states,  and  the  reluctance  of  tbe  king 
of  Great  Britain  to  make  an  express  ackaowledgmeat 
thereof,  requested  to  know  bis  sense  concerning  the 
manner  in  whidh  8i«ch  tacUasauraoce  could  be  given. 
To  which  he,  premising  that  what  he  should  now 
€ay  ought  to  be  considered  only  as  bis  private  senti- 
ments/replied,  That  the  British  court  would  probably 
esdoavour  to  avoid  an  express  acknowledgment  by 
iihitaling  precedents  that  had  occurred  in  Europe,  qq 
simitar  occasions,  instancing  the  cases  of  the  Swiss 
dmtonsy  and  of  the  United  Provinces  of  Holland  i  that 
(he  mode  adopted  in  the  latter  ease  had  been  for  tbe 
archdukes,  to  whom  the  king  of  Spain  had  transferred 
his  right  of  sovereignty,  to  treat  with  them  <^  as  with 
^  free  and  independent  states.^  And  that  with  respect 
to  tbe  cantons,  France  had  not  been  able  to  obtain  more 
for  tb^m  in  the  treaty  of  If  unster  than  *^  a  declaration 
^  that  they  should  be  in  possession  of  full  liberty  and 
^  exemption  from  tbe  empire,  and  be,  in  no  manner^ 


m  smnmr  9oamML.,  IMri4p 

'' sul^act  to  tbe  JQiisdicUaD  lbef€of.^  Bui  that,  io  |yt 
opinion,  the  circiuMtanoes  of  these  itate^  aadtheBMii* 
Bar  in  which  tbey  bad  cooduoted  their  oppoaition, 
would  Jattify  thair  espectaag  a  mora  ibU  deciaraliQiu 

itmm  FAPsas  ABVAauiD  to» 
No«  L      Ad  statum  legendi. 

'  1.  The  king  has  approved  all  the  orertures  wkkh 
were  inade  by  hii  miniatert  plenipoteoliaiy  to  the  ho* 
nourable  Congress  respecting  the«ffidreof  M.  de  Beau* 
marchais :  Therefore  a  Kne  ongbl  to  be  drawn  between 
the  stores  which  this  feodamaa  has  beat  permitted  to 
&ike  out  of  the  royal  ^magazine,  far  whic^  be  has  c«n- 
slitoed  biinselir  debtor  to  the  department  at  war,  and 
between  those  articles  which  the  same  gentleman  has 
bought  in  the  way  of  comaaon  trade  far  the  use  of  the 
United  States. 

2.  A  hint  having  been  given  io  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, that  Congress  desire  to  recruit  their  ships 
in 'France  from  the  English  prisoners  thene-— the  oaort 
in  consequence  of  his  representation  is  willing  to  &- 
cilHate  this  mode  of  recruiting  seamen. 

S.  The  krag  and  ministry  were  extremely  [satisfied*] 
with  the  resolution  Congress  has  taken  to  maintain 
only  one  minister  plenipotentiary  at  this  court,  as  well 
as  with  the  exclusive  appointment  of  so  steady  and 
bonest  a  man,  and  so  firm  and  solid  a  patriot  as  Dr. 
Franklin. 

4.  The  Congress-  has  given  a  very  great  aatidwation 

^  word  QBOMid  slIIn  misswa 
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to  the  cowt  of  France  by  tbe  conyenient  and  spirited 
step  which  was  taken  to  disavow  a  certain  ill-grounded 
and  pernicions  doctrine  relating  to  tbe  mutual  obliga* 
tioo  of  the  allks  to  conclude  no  truce  or  peace  without 
the  knowledge  and  consent  of  each  other*  The  court 
of  France  is  of  opinion,  that  this  doctrine  could  only 
be  maintained  by  those  men  whose  aim  would  be  to 
seek,  by  any  means,  to  weaken  the  ties  of  the  alliance, 
and  to  create  a  disgust  and  diffidence  between  the  al- 
lies. 

5.  This  court  has  received  with  some  surprise  the 
intelligence,  that  Congress  has  published  the  treaties 
coocluded  with  her,  without  tbe  previous  knowledge 
and  consent  of  the  interested  party.  It  is  not  to  be 
denied  that  such  a  proceeding  is  but  little  consistent 
with  reason,  and  with  the  general  practice  of  courts 
and  nations.  Nevertheless,  this  observation  involves 
not  any  kind  of  reproach  ;  but  the  king  thinks,  that  so 
noble  and  so  generous  a  system  of  politicks  could  but 
produce  desirable  effects  by  its  publication. 

6.  The  intelligence,  that  in  the  6rst  month  of  last 
winter  there  were  no  adequate  preparations  made  in 
America  towards  a  vigorous  and  successful  campaign, 
was  received  at  Versailles  with  all  the  concern  which 
the  danger  of  the  United  States,  and  the  prolongation 
of  the  present  contest,  can  create  in  the  most  friendly 
mind.  The  court  of  France  is  fully  of  opinion,  that 
the  exertions,  of  the  United  States  are  necessary  tg 
bring  the  common  enemy  to  a  proper  sense  of  all  the 
disappointments  which  he  will  meet  with. 

7.  This  court  being  very  desirous  to  acquaint  Con- 
gress exactly  with  the  stat^  of  affairs  relating  to  the 
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common  cause,  would  not  delay  to  inforai  thia  ho- 
nourable body,  that  the  court  of  London  showing  on 
one  side  dispositions  to  a  reconciliation  with  France, 
rejects  on  the  other  side  the  very  idea  of  a  formal  and 
explicit  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States,  which  his  most  christian  majesty  per- 
severes to  hold  up  as  a  preliminary  and  essential  con- 
dition. The  behaviour  of  the  common  enemy  in  this 
respect  rendered  a  great  deal  more  probable  the  con- 
jecture which  was  communicated  to  Congress  some 
time  ago,  that  the  point  of  honour  and  pride  of  the 
king  of  England  will  be  the  greatest  obstacle  to  the 
conclusion  of  the  peace  upon  those  explicit  terms. 
And  perhaps  the  manner  of  overcoming  this  difficulty 
will  of  course  become  the  most  decisive  object  of  the 
deliberation  of  Congress,  when  this  honourable  body 
shall  determine  to  make  peace.  It  is  presupposed 
that  whatever  mezzo  tertnine  may  be  hit  upon,  that 
England  shall  treat  with  the  United  States  as  with  a 
free  people,  and  evacuate  immediately  all  the  territo- 
ries belonging  to  them* 

Philadelphia,  July  13,  1779. 
No.  II.  The  substance  of  what  the  minister  said  at  the 

conference  in  explanation  of  the  several  articles  in 

the  foregoing  paper,  marked  ^^  ad  statum  legendi,'^ 

as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Art.  1.  From  the  bills  and  accounts  with  which  Con- 
gress have  been  fornisbed  by  M.  de  Beaumarchais,  Con- 
gress would  be  enabled  to  distinguish  those  articles 
which  were  drawn  from  the  royal  magaaines,  and  those 
which  he  supplied  in  the  way  of  trade.     For  those  last, 


nn.\  roRQGN  affairs.  j%. 

Congress  would,  without  doubt,  make  remittances  to 
M.  de  Beaumarchais  in  their  own  way,  to  enable  him  to 
perform  the  contracts  he  had  entered  into  as  a  mer- 
chant. That  for  the  former  articles,  the  king  his  mas- 
ter, taking  upon  himself  to  be  creditor  to  the  United 
States,  would  wait  until  the  Congress  should  find  it 
convenient  to  make  compensation. 

Art.  3.  Though  his  court  had  not  resolved  to  retaliate 
upon  the  prisoners  in  their  hands  for  injuries  done  to 
prisoners  taken  bj  the  common  enemy,  yet  for  the  rea- 
sons assigned,  the  king  bis  master  had  assented  to  the 
proposal.  But  in  carrying  this  matter  into  execution,  it 
would  be  proper  to  take  such  precautions,  and  to  give 
such  orders  to  the  captains,  or  other  persons  employed 
in  this  businessi  that  it  might  be  managed  with  pru- 
dence. 

Art.  3.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  Con« 
gress  will  receive,  very  soon,  proofs  of  the  confidence 
which  bis  court  was  always  willing  to  show  to  the  ser- 
vants of  these  states.  The  personal  character  of  Dr« 
Franklin  will  enable  the  court  to  act  with  a  frankness 
becoming  the  alliance;  and  they  will  have  no  occasion 
to  withhold  any  more  the  secrets  which  may  interest 
the  United  States  and  the  alliance. 

Art.  4.  The  king  his  master,  after  this  explicit  step, 
relies,  with  the  highest  confidence,  upon  the  candour  and 
faithfulness  of  Congress  in  understanding  as  well  as  in 
executing  the  treaty,  and  in  rejecting  every  arbitrary 
and  unnatural  interpretation,  or  construction,  which 
false,  subtle,  or  designing  men  can  contrive.  Con- 
gress, by  their  own  feelings,  must  be  sensible,  that  such 
interpretations  and  constructions  ai«  always  hurtful, 


iSa  SfiCRET  JOURNAL.  [Jqly  14, 

against  common  decency  and  dignity,  and  may  often- 
times endanger  mutual  confidence,  and,  of  course,  the 
very  existence  of  a  treaty.  But  the  sense  Congress 
has  manifested  in  this  particular  affair  gives  his  court 
the  greatest  hopes  that  there  shall  be  no  farther  motive 
for  the  painful  reflections  which  that  affair  gave  rise  to. 

Art.  5.  He  begged  leave  to  add,  that  this  publication 
interfered  with  the  situation  of  affairs  in  Europe,  and 
was  in  a  certain  degree  disadvantageous  to  the  common 
cause,  because  it  gaye  the  common  enemy  a  full  know- 
ledge of  our  system,  and  our  mutual  engagements^ 
without  procuring  us  any  reason  to  guess  at  their  views 
and  resolutions*  Happily  these  inconveniences  have 
not  been  felt,  and  ample  conf|)ensation  has  been  ob- 
tained by  convincing  the  people  of  America,  not  only 
that  the  treaty  was  just  and  equal,  but  that  the  heavy 
which  France  bad  taken  upon  her,  was  mag- 
nanimous, gratuitous,  and  without  reward.  The  whole 
world  was  at  the  same  time  convinced,  that  war,  con- 
quest and  ambition,  were  not  the  objects  of  the  alliance^ 
nor  of  any  of  the  allies,  but  only  the  peaceable  enjoy- 
ment of  the  sovereignty,  liberty,  security  and  indepen- 
dence of  these  United  States.  And  this  conviction  gave 
much  honour,  credit  and  consideration  to  the  alliance. 

Art  6.  On  this  he  observed,  that  he  had  endeavoured, 
since  the  last  fall,  by  order  of  his  court,  to  impress  upon 
every  mind,  that  England  will  never  evacuate  New 
York  willingly,  and  could  only  be  brought,  by  proper 
exertions  on  the  part  of  America,  to  think  seriously  of 
granting  the  independence.  He  believed  that  Con- 
gress had  adopted  a  system  conformable  to  their  en- 
gagements, and  to  the  situation  of  affairs.    His  court 
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was  better  informed  than  he  was;  but  without  reflecting 
on  past  events,  the  king  hopes  that  his  amicable  ap- 
prehensions will  be  overcome  by  the  success  of  the 
campaign;  that  henceforth  the  United  States  will  follow 
the  example  set  them  by  his  majesty,  and  that  they  will 
exert  themselves  in  their  own  cause,  as  bis  majesty 
exerts  himself  for  their  sake  and  in  their  cause  which 
he  has  adopted. 

Art.  7.  He  said  that  he  was  authorized  to  tell  Con- 
gress, in  confidence,  that  this  reflection  is  the  result  of 
the  observations  which  the  court  of  Spain  made  upon 
the  conduct  of  England  throughout  her  negotiation  of 
mediation.  That  the  British  ministry  seem  to  be  solici- 
tous to  be  reconciled  with  France,  and  to  keep  up  this 
negotiation ;  that  from  thence  probable  hopes  may  be 
entertained  of  their  internal  disposition  to  peace';  but 
at  the  same  time,  they  reject  with  haugbliness  the  for- 
mal acknowledgment  of  the  independence  insisted  on 
by  France  and  Spain.  New  orders  have  been  given 
to  the  Spanish  ambassador  at  London  to  ascertain,  as 
nearly  as  possible,  those  dispositions.  In  these  cir- 
cumstances the  king  his  master  ordered  him  to  com- 
municate this  intelligence  to  the  United  States,  that 
they  may,  if  they  think  proper,  take  under  considera- 
tion, if  it  would  not  be  expedient  to  give  their  plenipo- 
tentiary instructions  and  full  powers  founded  upon  the 
necessity  of  the  conjuncture  and  upon  the  treaty  of  al- 
liance, the  express  and  formal  terms  of  which  are,  that 
peace  shalfnot  be  made  without  an  express  or  tacit 
acknowledgment  of  the  sovereignty,  and  consequently 
and  a  fortiori^  of  the  rights  inherent  in  sovereignty 
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as  well  as  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States, 
in  matters  of  government  and  of  commerce.  This  sub* 
stantial  alternative  in  an  engagement  which  is  a  mere 
gratuitous  gift  without  any  compensation,  or  stipula- 
tion, ought  indeed  never  to  be  forgot  in  a  negotiatioa 
for  peace*  France  foresaw  the  extreme  difficulties  a 
formal  and  explicit  acknowledgment  might  meet  with. 
She  knew  by  her  own  experience  in  similar  contests  in 
which  she  has  been  deeply  concerned,  respecting  the 
republicks  of  Holland,  Genoa,  and  the  Swiss  cantons, 
how  tenacious  monarchs  are,  and  how  repugnant  to 
pronounce  the  humiliating  formula.  It  was  ouly  ob- 
tained for  Holland,  tacitly,  after  a  war  of  thirty  years  ^ 
and  explicitly,  after  a  resistance  of  seventy.  To  this 
day  Genoa  and  the  Swiss  cantons  have  obtained  no 
renunciation,  nor  acknowledgment,  either  tacit,  or  for- 
mal, from  their  former  sovereigns.  But  they  enjoy 
their  sovereignty  and  independence  only  under  the 
guarantee  of  France.  His  court  thought  it  important 
to  provide,  that  difficulties  of  this  nature,  which  reside 
n^erely  in  words,  should  not  delay  or  prevent  America 
from  enjoying  the  thing  itself.  From  these  considera- 
tions arose  the  very  important  and  explicit  stipulation 
in  the  treaty,  which  he  has  just  now  related,  and  which 
has  received  the  sanction  of  the  United  Stales^  The 
circumstances  seem  already  such  as  call  for  the  appli- 
cation of  the  alternative  of  tacit,  or  explicit  acknow- 
ledgment. All  these  considerations  therefore  are 
mentioned,  that  Congress  may,  if  they  think  proper, 
consicier  whether  the  literal  execution  of  the  treaty  in 
this  point  is  not  become  necessary,  and  whether  the 
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safety  and  faappiness  of  the  AmericaB  people,  as  well 
as  the  essential  principles  of  the  alliance,  are  not  in- 
timately  connected  with  the  resolutions  that  may  be 
taken  on  this  subject.  And  it  remains  with  the  pru* 
dence  of  Congress  to  examine  whether  instructions 
upon  some  particular  conditions  may  not  frustrate  the 
salutary  purpose  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  relative  to  a 
taci^  acknowledgment  which  the  situation  of  affairs 
may  require.  In  thus  executing,  continued  he,  the 
orders  I  have  received,  I  cannot  omit  observing,  that 
these  orders  were  given  with  the  full  presumption,  that 
the  business  which  I  laid  before  Congress  in  February 
last  would  have  been  settled  long  before  these  des> 
patches' should  come  to  my  hands.  However  sensibly 
my  court  will  be  disappointed  in  her  expectations,  I 
shall  add  nothing  to  the  information  and  observations 
which  with  the  wannest  zeal  for  the  interest  and  ho- 
nour of  both  countries,  and  by  the  duties  of  my  office 
and  my  instructions,  I  found  myself  bound  to  deliver 
from  time  to  time  to  Congress,  in  the  course  of  this 
business.  The  apprehension  of  giving  new  matter  to 
those  who  endeavour  to  throw  blame  upon  Congress, 
is  a  new  motive  for  me  to  remain  silent.  I  beg  only 
to  remind  this  honourable  body  of  the  aforesaid  infor- 
mation and  reflections,  and  particularly  of  those  which 
I  had  the  honour  to  deliver  to  an  assembly  similar  to 
the  present.  I  shall  only  insist  on  a  single  point,  which 
I  established  then,  and  since  in  one  of  my  memorials, 
namely,  the  manifest  and  striking  necessity  of  enabling 
Spain,  by  the  determination  of  just  and  moderate  terms, 
to  press  upon  England  with  her  good  offices,  and  to 
bring  her  mediation  to  an  issue,  in  order  that  we  may 
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know  whether  we  are  to  expect  war  or  peace.  This 
step  18  looked  upon  in  Europe  as  immediately  neces- 
sary. It  was  tlie  proper  object  of  the  message  1  de- 
livered in  February  last.  I  established  then  the  strong 
reasons  which  require,  that  at  the  same  time  and  with- 
out delay,  proper  terms  should  be  offered  to  his  catho- 
lick  majesty,  in  order  to  reconcile  him  perfectly  to 
the  American  interest.  I  did  not  conceal,  that  it  was 
to  be  feared,  that  any  condition  inconsistent  with  the 
established  form  of  the  alliance,  which  is  the  binding 
and  only  law  of  the  allies,  and  contrary  to  the  line  of 
conduct  which  Spain  pursued  in  the  course  of  her  media* 
tion,  would  lead  her  to  drop  the  mediation,  and  pre- 
vent his  catholick  majesty,  by  motives  of  honour  and 
faithfulness,  from  joining  in  our  common  cause,  and 
from  completing  the  intended  triumvirate.  No  loss, 
no  unhappy  event  could  be  so  heavy  on  the  alliance  as 
this.  Indeed  although  the  British  forces  are  already 
kept  in  check  by  the  combined  efforts  of  France  and 
America,  it  is  nevertheless  evident  that  the  accession 
of  Spain  only  can  give  to  the  alliance  a  decided  supe- 
riority adequate  to  our  purposes,  and  free  us  from  the 
fatal  chance  that  a  single  unlucky  event  may  overturn 
the  balance. 

The  report  and  papers  therein  referred  to  being 
read, 

Ordered,  That  the  same  be  taken  into  consideration 
on  Thursday  next. 


rro.} 
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JULY  17,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  subject  under  debate  the  first 
of  this  month ;  and  the  third  proposition  and  the 
amendment  being  read,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr. 
Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  that  the  farther 
consideration  thereof  be  postponed. 

On  the  question  for  postponing,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 


No.) 


No. 


N0.5 
J  No. 


No. 
No, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

VOL.   II. 


Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Collins, 


S::S»- 


Mr.  Huntiogtoo,    Ay.)   . 
Mr.  Spencer,         Ay.  ]  ^^" 

AyO 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  licwis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


aJ:K 

AyJ 


Aj.} 

Ay.  5 


At. 


"Mr.  Shippen,        No. ' 
Mr.  MuhUaberg,  Ay. 
Mr.  M'Lene,         No. ' 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

26 


No. 


At. 


Ay./ 

Ay.  V  At. 
Ay.S 


Maryland,  Mr.  Cannichael,    Ay. )  ^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  $  ^^* 

Virginia,  Mr.  Smith,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Griffin,  Ay,  >  At. 

Mr.  Fleming,         Ay.  3 

North  Carolina,       Mr.  Peon, 
Mr.  Barke^ 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Laurens,        No. }  r\ 

Mr.  Drayton,        Ay.J  ^"''''"^^ 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  fourth  proposition  waa  then  read,  *'  That  the 
*^  faith  of  Congress  be  pledged  to  the  several  statePi 
"  that,  without  their  unanimous  consent,  no  treaty  of 
«( commerce  shall  be  formed  with  Great  Britain  pre- 
'*  vious  to  such  stipulation.'' 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded 
by  Mr.  M^Kean,  to  amend  the  latter  part  so  as  to  read, 
<<  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  entered  into,  or  any 
^'  trade  or  commerce  whatsoever  carried  on  with  Great 
<*  Britain,  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on  her  part, 
'^  not  to  molest  or  disturb  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unit- 
"  ed  States  of  America  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  of 
^^  Newfoundland,  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American 
^'seas  any  where,  excepting  within  the  distance  of 
^^  three  leagues  of  the  shores  of  the  territoriea  rf  maiiK 
''  ing  to  Great  Britain,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  if  a 
^'  nearer  distance  cannot  be  obtained  by  negotiation.'* 


tmk} 


ATMIMl 


im 


JULY  22,  1779. 

Congress  pitKeeded  in  ihetonKideration  of  the  sub- 
ject under  debate  on  the  17th ;  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  amendment, 

Resoled  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Smith,  lo  strike  o«t  the  words  ^<  without  their 
*<  ananimous  consent." 

And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nhy%  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry*^ 


New  Hampshire,      Mr. 
Mr. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr. 
Mr. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Penniytvania, 


Whipple, 
Peabody, 

Gerry. 
Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Mr. 

Mr 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 


Marchant, 
Collins, 

Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Jay, 
Duane, 
Morris, 
Lewisi 

Fell» 
Houston, 

Armstrong, 

Shippen, 

Munienberg, 

M*Lene, 


Ay.> 
Ay.  5 

Ay. 

Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


At. 


At. 


At. 


if}'- 

Ay.j 

^^Iat 

Ay.JA'^- 


4M 

SBCEET  JOUWML. 

CJ^«, 

Delaware, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

a"|  »■"■>■»• 

Maryland, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

No.) 

No.SNo. 

No.^ 

Virginia, 

Mr.  Smith,    ^ 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

No.) 

N0.VN0. 

No.) 

North  Carolina, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

No.) 

No.>No. 

No.) 

South  Carolina, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

Ay.P'^- 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Dickinson,  to  amend  the  proposition  by  adding,  *^  Pro- 
*<  vided,  that  this  resolution  shall  not  impede  a  treaty 
*<  for  concluding  the  present  war." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Burke — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,  No.  )  jj 

Mr.  Peabody,  No.  5  ^^* 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Collins,  No.  ^No. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,  No.  >  |^. 

Mr.  Spencer,  No.  5  ^^' 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  No. 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  J^  No. 

Mr.  Holten,  No. 


1771.] 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
PeDDBylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.   Morris, 
Mr  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr,  Drayton, 


N^ij   ^'VIDBD. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Burke,  to  add,  ^'  Provided  this  resolution  shall  not 
"  be  binding  on  any,  unless  a  majority  of  the  states  in 
"  this  union  shall  agree  to  make  peace  with  Great  Pri« 
"  tain,  according  to  the  terms  of  the  treaty  of  alliance 
"  with  France." 


scoHBT  jawnAU 


IJfif 


On  the  ^tMdon  to  agree  to  this  amendMient,  tfae 
yeas  andnajrs  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 


:l 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  No. 

Mr.  Peabody^  No 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr,  Gerry,  No.  j 

Mr.  LomI,  No. 

Mr»  Holten,  No. ; 

Mr.  Marcfaant,  No. 

Mr.  CoUiDB,  No. 

Mr.  Huntington,  No. 

Mr.  Spencer,  'No* 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell,  No. 

Mr.  Houston,  No. 


No. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


No. 


No.  I 

Ay.f 

NoJ 


No. 


;| 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No. 
Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No< 
Mr.  M'Lene, 


No.) 
No.> 
No.^ 


No. 


No. 


Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M  Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 


5y;|DmD.D. 


Ay.) 

No.>At. 
Ay.S 

'.  Smith,  Aj.'i 

:  Griffin,  Ay.  >  Ar. 

'.  Fleming,  -Ay.S 

'.  Randolph,  ezoisea.  ' 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr, 

Mr. 

Mr, 


M^> 


North  Carolinai     Mr.  Peno, 
Vr«  Bwkm 
Mr.  Hf  we$i 
Mr,  Sbarpe, 

South  Carelnia,   "  Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  PrayUia, 


zi"- 


So  it  pafsed  in  Ui^  n^gativcu 

Oo  the  qqq9tioa  to  agree  to  the  profmitioi  m 
ameoded,  the  yea^  and  nays  beidg  requiinsd  by  Mr* 
Forbes — 

New  Hampshirei      Mr.  Peabody,        Ay.  ^At. 
Massachosetts  Bay, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 


Mr#  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Marcbant, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  FeU, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Mubfenberg, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 


Ay-) 

Ay.>  At. 
Ay.)  . 

>.At. 


•h 


Ar. 


Ay 

Ay, 
Ay, 
Ay 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 

Ay.-) 

Ay.J 

*  [  DtVIOBV. 


No. 
Ay 
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So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  feith  of  Congress  be  pledg- 
ed to  the  several  states,  that  without  their  unaoi- 
mous  consent,  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall  be  entered 
into,  or  any  trade  or  commerce  whatever  carried  on 
with  Great .  Britain,  without  an  explicit  stipulation  on 
her  part  not  to  molest  or  disturb  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States  of  America  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks 
of  Newfoundland  and  other  fisheries  in  the  American 
seas  any  where,  excepting  within  the  distance  of  three 
leagues  of  the  shores  of  the  territories  remaining  to 
Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the  war,  if  a  nearer  dis- 
tance  cannot  be  obtained  by  negotiation.  ^ 

JULY  24,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject under  debate  the  22d ;  and  a  motion  was  made  by. 
Mr.  Drayton,  seconded  by  Mr.  Burke,  to  reconsider 
the  first  proposition  passed  the  34th  June  last,  to  the 
end  that  the  description  of  the  fishery  therein  may  be 
altered  so  as  to  agree  with  the  description  in  the  fourth 
proposition  as  passed  on  the  22d  of  this  month. 

On  the  question.  Shall  the  first  proposition  be  re- 
considered, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Drayton — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        No.  )  ^^ 
Mr.  Peabody,        No.  $  ^^• 

Mr.  Gerry. 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry.  j.w.  f 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  >  No. 


Rhode  bhocT, 

CoBoecticut, 
New  York, 

Kew  Jersey, 
Peonsylvaniafi 

Delaware, 

llarylaod, 
Virginia,, 

Korth  Caroliii», 


feamM  ATMflui 

Mr*  Mafcbant, 
Mr.  Collios, 


IfO« 


Mr*  HantiDgtoo,    No.  >  |^ 
Mr.  Spencer,        No.  3 


Mr*  Jay^ 
Mr*  Duane^ 
Mr*  Moms, 
,Mt.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr*  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 


NoJ 


No. 
No. 


No.) 
No.> 

No.S 


No. 


No. 


Mr.  Dickinson)  excused. 

Mr.  Vandyke,       No. 
Mr.  Focbe«»         No. 


:| 


No. 


Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  M'Keani 

.  Mr.  Smithy 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr*  Fleming, 
Mr*  Randolph, 

Mr«  Burke,' 
Mr.  Hewed, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South  Carolina,        Mr*  Drayton, 


ir.l^»* 


S'}^*' 


Ay. 


Ay. 


^At. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Drayton,  That  it  be  resolved  that  the  next  ptf 
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IJ^n, 


ceding  resolution  is  to  be  so  understoodv  tbat  if  tht 
fisheries  therein  described  shall  be  effectuallj  secured 
to  these  states  by  Great  Britain,  though  not  by  the  ex- 
press stipulation  therein  mentioned,  t)iese  states  will 
agree  to  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  t^at  kingdom  on 
just  and  reasonable  terms. 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  preyious 
question  was  moved  by  Mr*  Kean,  seconded  by  Mr. 
M'Lene. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  previous  ques* 
tion,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Dray- 
ton— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr. 
Mr. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr. 
Mr. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, 


Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr. 

Mr. 
Mr- 
Mr. 


Whipple, 
Pea body, 

Lovell, 
Holten, 

Marchant, 
Collins, 

Huntington, 
Spencer, 

Jay, 

Duane, 
Morris, 
Lewis, 

Armstrong, 
M'Lene, 

Dickinson, 

Vandyke, 

M'Kean, 


Ay.> 

Ay.  5 


Ay. 


^':1*'- 


Ay 


Maryland) 
Virgioia, 

North  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Flemmg, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Barke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 


sit 


South  Carolina,      ^  Mr.  Drayton,        No.  ^No. 

So  it  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main 
question  was  set  aside. 


JULY  29,  1779. 

The  fifth  prdposition  being  r^d — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

Resolved,  That  the  consideration  thereof  be  pos^ 
poned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  M^Kean,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hun- 
tington, 

Resolved,  That,  if  after  a  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Britain,  she  shall  molest  the  citizens  or  inhabi- 
tants of  any  of  the  United  States  in  taking  fish  on 
the  banks  and  places  described  in  the  resolution  passed 
the  33d  day  of  July,  instant,  such  molestation  (being 
in  the  opinion  of  Congress  a  direct  violation  and 
breach  of  the  peace)  shall  be  a  common  cause  of  the 
said  states ;  and  the  force  of  the  union  be  exerted  to 
obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injured. 


w 


iBGuar  fopsiuii. 


W^^ 


Od  the  question  to  tgree  to  tliis,  the  yets  and  nays 
beJDg  required  by  Mr«  Smith-^ 


{few  Hampshira, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr*  Peabody, 


Hassachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr*  HdteQ, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  Vork, 

Kew  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Marcbant, 
Mr.  ColUns, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Ouane, 
Mr*  iiewis, 

Mn  Fell, 
Mr,  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhtenbergi 
Mr.  M^liene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 


Mr.  Camiicteal,  No.] 
Mr.  Henry,  No.! 

Mr.  Forbes, ^         No.* 


At, 


At. 


No, 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 


No.) 
No.>  No. 
No.) 


NortbCar#lifia, 


Sonth  Caiolind, 


Mr.  Peim, 
Mr.  Hameti 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  LdBrens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.] 
No.  >No. 
No.  I 
No.J 


No. 
No. 
No, 


:i 


No. 


So  it  wa$  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


JULY  31,  1779. 

The  sufcrfect  being  again  resumed,  a  motion  was 
made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Marcbant,  Vb 
take  into  consideration  the  third  proposition,  which  was 
postponed  on  the  17th  instant. 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry«— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr,  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  LfOvell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr«  Collins, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington, 

Mr,  Spencer, 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


*^:^- 


No^ 
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piljrSl, 


New  Jersey,     . 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 


Sooth  Carolina, 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searie, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


>^Ar. 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
report  of  the  committee  on  the  letter  from  Mr.  Lee, 
and  the  communications  of  the  minister  of  France ;  and 
the  preliminary  article  being  read,  viz.  ^^  That  pre- 
^^  vious  to  any  treaty,  or  negotiation  for  peace,  the 
'*  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  independence  of  these 
^  United  States,  as  well  to  matters  of  government  as 


1779.} 
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m 


<(  of  commfrce,  be  acknowledged  on  the  part  of  Great 
«  Britain"— 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr* 
Daane,  after  the  word  *'  acknowledged,"  to  insert  the 
words.**  or  Ucitly  assured."^ 

And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 


>No. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Mr.  Holten, 

No. )  Kr« 
No-JN^- 

Mr.  Huntington,   No. 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr*  Collins, 


Mr.  Spencer,        No.  J  ^^• 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


DlVID«D. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No.^ 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  i^^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  f  ^^• 

Mr.  M*Lene,  No.  j 

Mr.  Vandyke,  No.  >  mj 

Mr.  M'Kean,  No.  5  ^^• 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay.)  ^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  5  ^^' 

Mr.  Smith,  Ay.) 

Mr.  Fleming,  Ay.  >  At. 

Mr.  Randolph,  Ay.) 


tit  SM08S7P  iCNIBilAL. 

MortliCa«oliiia«       Mr.  Psmi> 

Mr.  Harney 
Mr.  Burket 
Mr.  HeweSy 
Mr.  Sharpei 

South  Carblina^        Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathewsi 
Mr.  DraytoO) 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative* 


AUGUST  2,  in9. 

The  conunitttee^  consisting  of  Mr.  S.  Huntington,  Mr« 
Morris,  Mr.  LaUrens,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  M'Kean,  to 
whom  was  referred  a  memorial  of  the  minister  plenipo* 
lentiary  of  Prance  of  the  36th  July,  with  sundry  papers 
relating  thereto,  and  who  were  authorised  to  confer 
with  the  president  and  supreme  executive  council  of 
{Pennsylvania,  the  minister  and  consul  of  France,  and 
directed  to  prepare  and  report  a  state  of  facts,  together 
with  their  opinion  of  the  measures  proper  to  adopt 
thereupon^  report-* 

That  tbey  have  considered  the  several  papers  refer- 
red to  them ;  and  agreeably  to  the  authority  given^  had 
held  a  conference  thereon  with  the  president  and  su- 
preme executive  council  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  minis* 
ter  plenipotentiary  of  France.  That  it  would  consume 
much  time  to  prepare  and  report  a  full  state  of  facts, 
and  procrastinate  the  determinations  of  Congress, 
which  the  exigency  of  afiairs  will  not  properly  admit 
^f^  they  therefore  pray  the  indulgence  of  the  house 


to  confine  themselves  to  those  things  only  which  are 
of  more  immediate  importance ;  and  they  report, 

K  That  they  are  fully  convinced  the  charges  made 
against  the  consul  of  France  in  the  Pennsylvania  pack- 
^  of  the  34th  July>  1779,  are  unjust  and  ill  grounded. 

2«  That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  coun- 
dl  of  Pennsylvania  have  ahready  taken  measures  to  ob- 
tain and  restore  the  flour  taken  from  the  said  consul, 
and  mentioned  in  the  said  publication. 

3.  That  the  said  president  and  council  have  assured 
the  committee  of  their  solicitude  to  do  every  thing 
in  their  power  to  redress  the  matters  contained  in  the 
said  memorial. 

4.  That  the  persons  who  have  been  guilty  of  the 
violences  and  insults  complained  of  are  not  known  to 
the  laws  and  constitution  of  Pennsylvania,  as  having 
any  legal  authority. 

5.  That  by  the  said  taws  are  punishable,  as  well  vio- 
lences and  insults  against  the  laws  of  nations,  as  those 
against  the  laws  of  property  and  personal  freedom. 

6.  That  individuals  in  the  several  states  may  be  led 
to  question  not  only  the  authority,  but  even  the  office 
of  foreign  consuls,  from  the  defect  of  a  due  notification 
thereof  to  the  executive  powers  of  the  said  states  re- 
spectively.   And 

7.  That  it  appears  proper  to  give  to  the  minister  of 
France  full  and  explicit  assurances  of  protection  for 
the  servants  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 
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AUGUST  3,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  coDsideratioD  of  the  prelimi- 
nary article ;  and  on  motion  of  Mr.  Barke,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Duane, 

Resolvedi  That  the  word  ^^  acknowledged"  be  ex* 
punged  ;  and  that  in  lieu  ^thereof  the  word  ^'  assured^' 
be  inserted.  And  that  after  '^  Great  Britain''  be 
inserted  the  words,  ^*  agreeable  to  the  eighth  article 
<^  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most  christian 
*'  majesty  and  these  United  States." 

And  on  the  question. 

Resolved,  n.  d.  c,  That  previous  to  'any  treaty,  or 
negotiation  for  pe^ce,  the  liberty,  sovereignty,  and  in- 
dependence, absolute  and  unlimited,  of  these  United 
States,  as  well  in  matters  of  government,  as  of  com- 
merce, shall  be  assured  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain, 
agreeable  to  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  United  States* 

And  if  the  same  shall  be  done, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  or  ministers  of  these 
United  States  assist  at,  and  contract  and  stipulate  in 
such  negotiation  for  peace,  as  may  be  set  on  foot 
under  the  mediation  of  his  catholick  majesty,  or  other* 
wise. 

AUGUST  4,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed 
to  prepare  instruciions  for  the  minister  plenipotentiary 
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of  these  United  States  to  be  9ppobted  for  negotiatuig 
a  treaty  of  peace. 

The  members — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Hun- 
tiogtoo,  Mr.  DickiDioii^  and  Mr.  M^Keao. 

AUGUST  fi,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  letters  from  Mr.  Lee,  and  com- 
munications of  the  minister  of  France.  And  on  mo« 
tion  of  Mr*  M'Eean,  seconded  bj  Mr.  Morris, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  said  report  as  re- 
lates  to  the  obtaining  a  subsidy  from  Spain  be  post- 
poned. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  M'Kean,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Morris, 

That,  if  contrary  to  the  humane  wishes  of  the  United 
States,  Great  Britain  should  obstinately  persist  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  present  unjust  war,  the  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary of  these  United  States  be  instructed  and 
empowered  to  consult  on,  prepare  and  conclude,  with 
the  ministers  of  his  most  christian  and  of  his  catholick 
majesty,  a  treaty  or  treaties,  offensive  and  defensive ; 
in  whicbfOffensive  treaty,  nevertheless,  he  shall  insert, 
on  the  part  of  these  states,  a  proper  article  or  articles 
for  obtaining  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  and  the  islands  of 
Bermuda;  and  an  equal  share  in,  and  full  acknow- 
ledgment of,  the  equal  common  right  of  these  states  to 
the  fisheries. 


m^ 


BBDWEV  loynWAIft 


[Ai«.^ 


A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Burke,  after  the  word  ^  Bemoda,'^  to  insert  ^«  the 
**  Floridas.'' 

On  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  this  amefidteent,  the 
yeas  and  nays  beii^  required  by  Mr.  Mathews— 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Peabody, 


Ay.  7 
Ay.  5 


Ay. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No-S 

Mr.  Huntington,    No«  >  »j 
Mr.  Spencer,         No.  J  ^^* 


Mr.  Morris,. 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 
Mr.  M'Kean» 


Ax. 


Ay, 

Ay, 
Ay, 


>'At. 


Ax. 


Mr.  Carmichael,   No. )  «j. 
Mr.  Forbes,  No.  5"^ 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.Flemine, 
Mr.  Randolph, 


Ay.) 
Ay.V  Ar. 
Ay.S 


rma 


Soath  Carolina, 


Mr*  PeBOy 
Mr«  Hamet, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr»  Hewta, 

Mr.  Laureosi 
Blr.  Sfatliewiy 
Mr.  DraytoBy 


Ay.) 

Ay.  >  An 

Ay.  3 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afl&nnatiye. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr« 
Burke,  to  rasert  after  ^^  Floridas,"  the  words  ^  the  free 
^^  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this  amendmenti  tha 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr*  Smitii*-^ 


New  Hampshire,      Mr*  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


>No. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticnt, 
New  Yorlr, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr*  MaFchanl, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  HuntingtOBi 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston^ 

Mr.  Armstrong^ 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr*  M'Lene, 


At. 


No*.  J  !>»▼«■»• 
^Jl  f  Divided. 


Delaware,  Mr.  Vandyke,  Ay*  >  . 

Mr.  M^Kean,  Ay.  5  ^^• 

Maryland)  Mr.  Oannichael,  No.  )  jj 

Mr.  Forbes,  No.  J 


Virginia,  Mr.  Smith,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Fleming,  Ay.  >  At. 

Mr.  Randolph,  Ay. ) 

North  Carolina,       Mr.  Penn,  .  Ay..^ 

Mr.  Harnet,  Ay.  I  . 

Mr.  Burke,  Ay.  f^^* 

Mr.  Hewes,  Ay. J 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Laurens,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Mathews,  Ay.  >  At. 

Mr.  Drayton,  Ay.j 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 


AUGUST  7,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideratioiTof  the  propo- 
sition under  debate  on  the  5th;  and  the  same,  as 
amended,  being  set  aside  by  the  previous  question,  a 
motion  was  made  by  Mr»  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Burke, 

That,  if  contrary  to  the  humane  wishes  of  the 
United  States,  Great  Britain  should  obstinately  persist 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  present  unjust  war,  the  minis^ 
ter  of  these  United  States  be  empowered  and  directed  to 
solicit  a  subsidy  from  his  catholick  majesty,  and  to  con- 
sult with  the  ministers  of  the  said  king  and  of  his  moat 
christian  majesty,  and  with  them  prepare  such  article 
or  articles  of  treaty,  as  the  situation  and  conjuncture 


of  aflUn'majr  render  mcessarj;  and  trafisttiit  ib» 
same  to  Congress  for  their  consideration. 

After  debate,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Burkei 
seconded  by  Mr.  Morris,  to  strike  out  the  words  <^  and 
^  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  and  with  them  prepare 
«  such  article  or  articles  as  the  situation  and  conjuncture 
^<  of  afl^irs  may  render  necessary,''  and  in  lieu  thereof 
to  insert,  ^^  on  the  consideration  which  he  may  be  wil- 
^<  ling  to  receive  from  the  United  States  in  return  for 
^'  such  subsidy."  And  on  the  question,  Shall  the 
words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  stand,  the  vote  passed  in 
the  negative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  words  moved,  be  inserted, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Gerry- 
New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody^  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  No. )  ^ . 

Mr.  Holten,  No.  ]  ^^• 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant,      No. )  j^^ 

Mr.  Collins,  No.5^^- 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  1  ^^^ 

Mr.  Spencer,         Ay.  J 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay 
^•M^Lene,         Ay 


DclstfMt^ 
Maryland^ 

Virgioiat 
North  Carolioft, 

Sooth  Carolina, 


Mr«  M^Keant 


(Air- Hi 


Mr.  Carmicbael,   Ay* )  ^ 
Mr.  Forbes,  Ay*  J  ^* 

Mr.  Smithy 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randolph, 

Mr.  Pena, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatire. 

AUGUST  13, 1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  instructions  for 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  to  be 
appointed  for  negotiating  a  peace,  brought  in  a  draft 
which  was  taken  into  consideration,  and  debated  by 
paragraphs. 

AUGUST  14,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  in  the  consideration  of  the  in- 
structions to  the  minister  to  be  appointed  for  negeliat- 
ing  a  peace ;  and  unanimously  agreed  to  the  following 


pMsttd  l#  Off tlMiU  9k  Vr—if  of  pMct  wJUi  Grett 
Briftia. 

/  iToa  will  herewith  receive  a  commistioo,  giviog  ycm 
fiill  power  to  negotiaite  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Greai 
Britain,  in  doing  wbicb  joo  will  coafoca  to  the  follow- 
ing information  and  instructions. 

1.  The  United  States  are  sincerelj  desirous  of 
peacei  and  wish  b/  every  means,  consistent  with  their 
dignity  and  safety^  to  tpare  the  further  effiisioo  of  blood. 
They  bave»  therefore,  by  yeur  commission  and  these 
instructions^  laboured  to  remove  the  obstacles  to  that 
event,  before  the  entBiy  hare  evidenced  their  disposi- 
tion for  it.  But  as  the  great  object  of  the  present  de* 
fensive  war  on  tbe  part  of  the  aliieSi  is  to  establish  the 
iadependeoce  of  the  United  States,  and  as  any  treaty 
whereby  this  end  cannot  be  obtained  must  be  only  os- 
teosible  and  illusory,  you  are,  therefore,  to  make  it  a 
preliminary  article  to  any  negotiation,  that  Great  Britain 
shall  agree  to  treat  with  the  United  States  as  sovereigni 
free,  and  independent. 

2.  You  shaU  tal^e  especial  care  also,  that  the  inde* 
peiidetee  of  the  said  states  be  effectually  assured  and 
confirmed  by  the  treaty  or  treaties  of  peacoi  according 
to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaty  of  alliance  with  bis 
flMst  cbri^n  majesty.  And  you  shall  not  agree  to 
such  treaty  or  treaties^  unless  the  same  be  thereby  so 
assured  and  confirmed. 

3.  The  boundaries  of  these  states  are  as  follow^ 
viz.    These  states  are  bounded  norlb^  by  a  lina  to  be 

^  TOL.^I.  ^9 
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drawn  from  the  north-west  angle' of  Nort  Scotia  along 
the  higUandt  which  divide  those  rivers  wbith  einptj 
themselves  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  frooi  those 
which  fall  into  the  Atlantick  ocean,to  the  oorth-westem<- 
most  head  of  Connecticut  river ;  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  that  river  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north 
latitude ;  thence  due  west  in  the  latitude  forty-five  de- 
grees north  from  the  equator  to  the  north- westernmost 
side  of  the  river  St.  Lawrence  or  Cadaraqui ;  thence 
ttraight  to  the  south  end  of  Nepissing ;  and  thence 
straight  to  the  source  of  the  river  Mississippi :  west,  by 
a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle  of  the  river  Missis- 
sippi from  its  source  to  where  the  said  line  shall  inter- 
sect the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude :  south,  by 
a  line  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the  termination  of  the 
line  last  mentioned  in  the  latitude  of  thirty-one  degrees 
north  from  the  equator  to  the  middle  of  the  river  Appa- 
lachicola,  or  'Catahouchi ;  thence  along  the  middle 
thereof  to  its  junction  with  the  Flint  river ;  thence  straight 
to  the  head  of  St.  Mary's  river;  and  thence  down 
along  the  middle  of  St.  Mary's  river  to  the  Atbintick 
ocean :  and  east,  by  a  line  to  be  drawn  along  the  middle 
of  St.  John's  river  from  its  source  to  its  mouth  in  the 
bay  of  Fundy,  comprehending  all  islands  within  twenty 
leagues  of  any  part  of  the  shores  of  the.  United  States, 
and  lying  between  lines  to  be  drawn  due  east  from  the 
points  where  the  aforesaid  boundaries  between  Nova 
Scotia  on  the  one  part,  and  East  Florida  on  the  other 
part,  shall  respectively  touch  the  bay  of  Fundy  and 
Atlantick  ocean.  You  are,  therefore,  strongly  to  con- 
tend that  the  whole  of  the  said  countries  and  islands 
lying  within  the  boundaries  aforesaid,  and  every  cit»- 
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(kl^  foii^poity  pUicey  iuM^bour  and  road  to  them  belon|^ 
lag,  be  ahsolul^ly  eracMated  by  the  laad  and  tea  forcea 
•f  Ub  BritaDQick  majesty,  aad  yielded  io  the  powers 
of  tbealates  to  which  they  reapectively  belong*  in  such 
siCiiatkHi  as  they  asay  be  at  the  tenmaajtion  of  the  war* 
Bat,  notwttbstaadiog  the  clear  rightof  these  states,  and 
tlie  iosportance  of  the  object,  yet  they  are  so  mnch  in* 
iuenced  by  the  dictates  of  religion  and  humanity,  and 
so  desirous  of  complyiog  with  the  earnest  request  of 
(heir  allies,  that  if  the  line  to  be  drawn  frero  the  moutii 
ef  the  lake  Nepissing  to  the  head  of  the  Mississippi 
cannot  be  obtained  without  continuing  the  war  ibr  that 
purpose,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to  agree  to  some 
other  line  between  that  point  and  the  river  Mississippi ; 
provided  the  same  shall  in  no  part  thereof  be  to  the 
southward  of  latitude  forty-five  degrees  north.  And  in 
like  manner,  if  the  eastern  boundary  above  described 
cannot  be  obtained,  you  are  hereby  empowered  to 
agree,  that  the  same  shall  be  afterwards  adjusted,  by 
commissioners  to  be  duly  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
accordijig  to  such  line  as  shall  be  by  them  settled  and 
agreed  on,  as  the  boundary  between  that  part  of  the 
state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  formerly  called  the  province 
of  Maine,  and  the  colony  of  Nova  Scotia,  agreeably  to 
their  respective  rights.  And  you  may  also  consent^ 
that  the  enemy  shall  destroy  such  fortifications  as  they 
may  have  erected. 

4.  Although  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the 
peace  and  coamierce  of  the  United  States  that  Canada 
and  Nova  Scotia  should  be  ceded,  and  more  particu- 
larly that  their  equal  common  right  to  the  fisheries 
should  be  guarantied  to  them,  yet  a  desire  of  tenninat- 


11^  the  war  to  iodacMl  o*  not  to  omIm  ihm  w$^Mom 
•f  tlMse  objectr'ao  okimataoi  on  the  pvattnl  otcaaioiu 

5.  You  are  empowered  lo  agree  lo  a  eettatieii  ef 
kofttflitiet  daring  tke^  negotiatlea  ^  prevkM  enr  all^ 
•hall  eootent  to  the  same;  and  provided  k  shall  hm 
itipulated  that  all  the  forces  of  the  efiemy  shall  be  in- 
mediately  withdrawn  frooslhe  UnMed  States. 

6.  In  all  other  matters  not  abovemeDtioned,  yev 
are  to  govern  yottfself  by  the  aliianee  between  bis  most 
ehristian  majesty  and  these  states ;  by  the  advice  of 
eqr  aWes)  by  yomr  feaowledge  of  our  interests ;  and  by 
your  own  discrelion,  in  which  we  repose  the  folleet 

\    eonSdeace* 

^^^ 

In  debating  the  preliminary  article,  on  Friday  the 
Idih,  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Burke,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  after  the  words  ^^  as  sovereign,  free  and 
*^  independeuti'*  to  add,  '^  if  an  expiwsa  acknowledgo 
^^  meat  of  the  said  independence  shall  be  absolutely 
^  refused  by  the  king  of  Great  Britain*"  And  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  this  amendment,  ^  yeas  and  oayt 
being  required  by  Mr.  Burke--** 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  WhippTe,        No. )  i^ 
Mr.Peabody,        Ko.P^* 

No.i 
AyS 
Ay.S 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  No. 

Mr.  Lovelf,  Ay.  J  Ay. 

Mr.  Hohen, 

Bhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant,       No. ) 

Mr.  Collins,  No.  \ 

Goaoeaicttt,  Mr*  HuattngtoO)    No. 

Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Root, 


No.> 

No.  J 
No.> 


Delaware 
Marjrianel, 

VirgUjiai 
Nqrtb  Carolinas 

South  Carolina, 


Mr.Jajr* 

Mr,  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mi*  SfQCkUri 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  HoustoD, 

Mr.Atbttt 
Mr«  Searkt 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr-  M'Kmo, 

Mr.  Carmichaet, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming* 
Mr.  Rando^, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mn  Burke, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


Pq.}  No. 

No.  J 

No.  J  No. 
Ay.S 

No.  f^ 
No.j 


^-|  No. 


No.1 


So  it  patted  ia  the  Mgatire. 

CoBgresf  likewise  agreed  to  the  following  draft  of 
ioslrvcUoas  to  the  commissioaer  to  be  appointed  to 
Mgotiate  a  tieaty  of  oemoieree  with  Great  Britaia. 


SIR. 


f    You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  giving  you 
,  fiiU  power  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 


Brittioi  JB  doing  wUch  yon  wHIcoDtider  yocN«in>o«iicl 
by  the  foiiowing  information  and  ioalniclions  : 

1 «  You  will  govern  yourself  principallj  by  the  treaty 
of  commerce  with  his  most  christian  majesty ;  and  as, 
on  the  one  hand,  yoa  shall  f^rant  no  privilege  to  Great 
Britain  not  granted  by  that  treaty  to  Fraiioe,  so,  on  the 
other,  yon  shall  notconsaatto  any  peculiar  rastriettoaa 
or  limitations  whatever  in  favour  of  Grreat  Britain. 

2.  In  order  that  you  may  be  the  better  able  to  act 
with  propriety  on  this  occasion,  it  is  accessary  for  yo« 
to  know,  that  we  have  determined,  1st,  that  the  commoa 
right  of  fishing  shall  in  no  case  be  given  up ;  2d,  that 
it  is  essential  to  the  welfare  of  all  these  United  States, 
that  the  inhabitants  thereof,  at  the  expiration  of  the 
war,  should  continue  to  enjoy  the  free  and  undisturbed 
exercise  of  {heir  common  right  to  fish  oa  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland,  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of 
North  America,  preserving  inviolate  the  treaties  be- 
tween France  and  the  said  states ;  Sd^that  application 
shall  be  made  to  his  most  christian  majesty  to  agree  to 
some  article  or  articles  for  the  better  securing  to  tbesa 
states  a  share  in  the  said  fisheries ;  4th,  that  if,  after  a 
treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain,  she  shall  molest  the 
citizens  or  inhabitants  of  any  of  the  United  States,  in 
taking  fish  on  the  banks  and  places  hereinafter  describ- 
ed, such  molestation  being  in  our  opinion  a  direct  vio- 
lation and  breach  of  the  peace,  shall  be  a  common  cause 
of  the  said  states,  and  the  force  of  the  union  be  exerted 
to  obtain  redress  for  the  parties  injured ;  and  5th,  that 
our  faith  be  pledged  to  the  several  states,  that,  without 
their  unanimous  consent,  no  treaty  of  commerce  shall 
be  entered  into,  nor  any  trade  or  commerce  carried  on 
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irtek  Great.  Britam,.witii«m. the  ezpliett  j^pabtiott 
hereinafter  mentioiied.  You  are  therefore  not  to  con* 
•ent  to  any  treaty  of  comoieree  with  Great  Brkaio  with- 
out an  ez|dictt  atipnlation  o«  her  part,  not  to  molest  or 
dtaturb  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America 
in  taking  fish  on  the  banks  of  Newfomidland  and  other 
fisheries  io  the  American  seas  any  where,  excepting 
within  the  distance  of  three  leagues  of  the  shores  of  the 
territories  remaining  to  Great  Britain  at  the  close  of  the 
war,  if  a  nearer  distance  cannot  be  obtained  by  nego* 
tiationii  And  in  the  negotiation  you  are  to  exert  yoor 
aiost  strenoous  endeavours  to  obtain  a  nearer  distance 
to  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  and  particolarly  along  the 
shores  of  Nova  Scotia,  as  to  which  latter  we  are  desir- ' 
ocM  that  even  the  shores  may  be  occasionalljT  used  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  on  the  fisheries  by  the  inhabit 
tants  of  these  states. 

3.  In  ail  other  matters  you  are  to  govern  yourself 
by  your  own  discretion,  as  shall  be  most  for  the  interest 
of  these  states,  takmg  care  that  the  said  treaty  be 
fiounded  on  principles  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  so  as 
Io  conduce  to  the  mutual  advaotage  of  both  aatioas, , 
but  not  to  the  exclusion  of  others*  .^.^-"^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  above  draft  of  in- 
structions, the  yeas  and  nays  being  ^quired  by  Mr^ 
Scudder — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr*  Peabody,  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell,  Ay. )  * 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  5  ^^^ 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marcbant,       Ay.)  ti*«.,.«. 

Mr.  Collins,  No.P'^*"^- 


New  York, 
Kew  Jersey, 

pMQSjrlTtttWt 

M^rylandt 
Virgiiut, 

North  Carolioai 


Mf •  Speibotr) 
Afr*  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Mofrit> 


Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Mo.: 


Mr.  MnUfiDberg,         >^r. 

Mr.  Carmichael,  No. )  ** 
Mr.  Forbes,         No*  5  ^^^ 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Randol|ili| 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Hewci, 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews, 


Ncl 

No.>No. 

KoS 

Ay.) 

Ay.}  Ay. 

Ay.y 

>No. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  th«  afiinMti^re. 

Congress  farther  agreed  to  the  following  dndl  of 
(ftstniotions  to  the  minister  pleaipoiaiiiUtry  of  the  Uait^ 
ed  Slates  at  the  court  of  Franec» 


SIR, 


Having  determined,  in  order  to  put  a  period  to  the 
present  war  eonformably  to  the  humane  dispositions 
which  sway  the  allied  powers,  that  we  would  not  insi^ 
on  a  direct  acknowledgment  by  Great  Britain  of  01^ 
right  in  the  fisheries,  this  important  matter  is  liable  to 
an  incertitude  which  may  be  dangerous  to  the  political 
and  commercial  interests  of  the  United  States ;  we 
liave  therefore  agreed  and  resolved,  that  our  right 


AmI^^om  W4e»  be  [ffVW  Mp^«  tbat  we  woald  not 
kna.wy  tt-eaty  of  eoiQiaefQ^  wUb  Cfreat  firitaio»  nor 
^$tffj  OQ  a^y  jtr4<)e  i%r  eomm^Dce  wbataoever  wkfa  Jier, 
unllJss  «iie  shall  malie  an  express  stipuldtion  on  that 
siibjecl ;  and  that»  if  ahe  thsdirafter  a  treaty  of  peace, 
distorb  tbe  inhabkanis  of  these  states  in  the  exetcist 
of  it,  we  will  make  it  a  common  cause  to  obtain  re- 
drei3  £»v  tluspactias  injaned*  BoC  notwithstanding  the 
ptefiauUpna,  ^  Cfeat  Britain  may  again  light  up  the 
flames  of  war,;aQd  use  our  ^z^rcise  of  the  fisheries  as 
ber  prelezl ;  aad  siope  some  doubts  may  arise,  whether 
this  object  is  so  efi*ectUBily  guarded  by  the  treaty  of  al- 
liaoce  with  bis  iniDsi  christian  majesty,  that*  any  moles* 
tation  therein  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  is  to  be  con- 
Bideittd  88  a  camsfoderi§,  you  are  to  eodesTour  to  obtaiii 
of  his  majesty  an  explanation  on  that  subject  upoa  the 
{irinciple^  that  notwithstanding  the  high  confidence  re* 
posed  in  his  wisdom  aad  justice,  yet  considering  the 
unomrtainty  of  huBian  affitirs,  and  how  doubts  may  be 
afterwards  raised  in  the  breasts  of  his  royal  succea- 
aon^  the  great  importance  of  the  fisheries  renders  the 
ckizens  of  these  atates  very  solicitous  to  obtain  his  ma- 
jeaty^s  auise  with  relation  to  them,  as  the  best  security 
against  the  ^mbittoa  and  rapacity  of  the  British  court. 
For4ht8  purpMe,  you  will  propose  the  following  arti- 
cle, in  which  Mevertheless  such  alterations  may  be 
made,  afi  tiifs  cifcumstances  and  siuiotion  of  afikins 
ofaaU  rattier  convenient  and  proper.  Sboold  the  same 
beagmed  to  mud  executed,  you  are  inmiedialely  to 
iraMffut  a  copy  thereof  to  our  minister  at  the  court  of 
Spaia* 
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Wber^Bs  by  the  treaty  of  alliance  between  the  most 
christian  king  and  the  United  States  of  North  Ame- 
rica, the  two  parties  gnaranty  mutually  from  that  time, 
and  for  ever,  against  all  other  powers,  to  wit :  The 
United  States  to  bis  most  christian  majesty,  the  pos- 
sessions then  appertaining  to  the  crown  of  France  in 
America,  as  well  as  those  which  it  may  acquire  by  the 
future  treaty  of  peace  ;  and  his  most  christian  majesty 
guaranties,  on  his  part,  to  the  United  States,  their  li- 
berty, sovereignty,  and  independence,  absolute  and 
unlimited,  as  well  in  matters  of  government  as  com- 
merce, and  also  their  possessions,  and  the  additions  or 
conquests  that  their  confederation  might  obtaiA  during 
the  war,  according  to  the  said  treaty ;  and  the  said 
parties  did  further  agree  and  declare,  Uiat,  in  case  of 
a  rupture  between  France  and  England,  the  said  re- 
ciprocal guarantee  should  have  its  full  force  and  efleeC, 
the  moment  such  war  should  break  out :  and  ^ereas 
doubts  may  hereafter  arise  how  far  the  said  guaran- 
tee extends  to  this  case,  to  wit :  That  Great  Britain 
should  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and  inhabitants 
of  France,  or  of  the  said  states,  in  taking  fish  on 
the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  and  other  the  fishing 
banks  and  seas  of  North  America,  formerly  and  usually 
frequented  by  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  respeitive- 
ly  :  And  whereas  the  said  king,  and  the  United  States 
have  thought  proper  to  determine  with  precision  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  said  guarantee  in  this 
respect :  Now  therefore,  as  a  further  demonstration  of 
their  mntual  good  will  and  affection,  it  is  hereby  agreed, 
concluded  and  determined  as  follows,  to  wit :  That  if, 
after  the  conclusion  of  the  treaty  or  treaties  which 
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shall  tenninate  the  present  war,  Great  firitaia  shall 
molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  or  inhabitants  of  the 
said  United  States  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks,  seas  and 
places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by  them,  so  as 
not  to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights  which  may 
remain  to  her  after  the  termination  of  the  present  war 
as  aforesaid ;  and  war  should  thereupon  break  out  be- 
tween the  said  United  States  and  Great  Britain;  or  if 
Great  Britain  shall  molest  or  disturb  the  subjects  and 
inhabitants  of  France  in  taking  fish  on  the  banks,  seas 
and  places  formerly  used  and  frequented  by  them,  so 
as  not  to  encroach  on  the  territorial  rights  of  Great 
Britain  as  aforesaid,  and  war  should  thereupon  break 
out  between  France  and  Great  Britain ;  in  either  of 
those  cases  of  war  as  aforesaid,  his  most  chris'tian  ma- 
jesty and  the  said  United  States  shall  make  it  a  com- 
mon cause,  and  aid  each  other  mutually  with  their 
good  offices,  their  counsels,  and  their  forces,  accord- 
ing to  the  exigence  of  conjunctures,  as  becomes  good 
and  faithful  allies  :  Provided  always,  that  nothing 
herein  contained  shall  be  taken  or  understood  as  con- 
trary to,  or  inconsistent  with,  the  true  intent  and  mean- 
ing of  the  treaties  already  subsisting  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  the  said  states ;  but  the  same 
shalfbe  taken  and  understood  as  explanatory  of,  and ' 
conformable  to  those  treaties. 

On  debating  these  instructions  by  paragraphs,  when 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put  to  agree  to  this 
dause,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Smith—  . 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Pcabody,  ^Ay. 
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Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  LoveU, 
Mn  Holleoy 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Caroliea, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 
Mr.  Koot, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 


Mr.  Seudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Mr.  Muhlenberg,  )^Ar. 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay. )  a  ^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  ] 

Mr.Sflrith,  Not»^ 

Mr.  Fleoiin^,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Randolph,  No.} 


Mr.  Haroet, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


>No*X 
>Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affima&ttTe. 


SEPTEMBER  3,  1779. 

The  honourable  sieur  Gerard,  minister  pleoipotCA- 
tiary  of  France,  having  communicated  to  Congress  a 
tQpj  of  the  speech  with  which  he  means  to  take 
leave,  of  Congress — 

Ordered,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three 
to  prepare  an  answer.  The  members— Mr*  Dickin- 
son, Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Laurens. 


lin^  ffHU&OR  AfTAIM;  fOf 

On  tnotioQ  of  Mr.  Scodder,  secottMl  by  Mr.  Pt* 

Wktreai  the  hoooarable  iiair  Ckraid,  ibe  fint 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  these  United  States,  hath 
ftefbre^  as  well  as  nnee  their  treaty  with  Prance,  uni*- 
fermly,  ably,  and  zealously  prono(e4  the  objects  of  the 
alliance  and  the  welfttre  of  both  nations : 

Resolted,  That  the  committee  do  request  Mr«  Ge- 
rard to  sit  for  hit  picture  before  he  leaves  this  city  ; 
and  that  the  saaie  be  placed  in  the  coinctf  chamber 
of  the  United  States. 

SEPTEMBER  4,  1779. 

The  cottmitteoy  conststiiig  of  Mr.  Drayton,  Mr. 
M'Keafi,  Mr.  Marchaot,Mff«  Randolph,  and  Mi«  Hen- 
ry, to  whom  was  referred  a  letter  of  July  6,  1779, 
ftein  WlUiam  Bingham,  report-^ 

That  the  two  cases  oieiidotied  in  the  said  kUer  ap- 
pear as  fdlows  c 

!•  Elisha  Gaioe^  a  native  and  citiaen  of  the  state  of 
Connectmt,  on  the  iftb  day  of  October  last,  eailed 
from  Matchepnngo  inlet,  ia  the  state  of  Virgiflia,  as 
master  of  die  sloop  Kttty,  belonging  to  Messrs*  Edward 
Curtis,  Isaac  and  Thoroughgood  Smith  and  company, 
inhabitants  and  citizens  of  Virginia  aforesaid.  The 
stoop  was  cleared  out  for  St*  Domingo,  but  the  owners 
ordered  him  to  proceed  to  Bermudas,  to  procure  a  load 
of  salt*  A  wiaster  and  part  of  a  crew  embarked  on 
board  of  the  said  sloop,  for  Bermudas,  to  take  charge 
of  a  vessel  which  his  owners  had  built  there.  Bad 
weather  and  contrary  winds  induced  him  to  betir  away 
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away  for  St*  Eustatia ;  and  in  that  course,  on  the  33d 
of  NoTember,  he  fell  in  with  an  armed  sloop  of  eight 
gnnSy  which  gave  him  chase  under  Edglish  colours,  and 
which  he  believed  to  be  a  British  privateer*  This  in*^ 
dttced  him  to  throw  overboard  a  letter  he  had  from 
his  owner,  directed  to  a  merchant  in  Bermudas,  which 
he  had  orders  to  do  if  closely  pursued*  When  the 
privateer  came  up  with  him,  she  fired  under  French 
colours,  opoii  which  he  immediately  hove  to,  thinking 
ber  to  belong  to  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty. 
He  was  brought  on  board  the  privateer,  with  his  mate, 
a  mariner,  and  a  passenger,  and  carried  to  Basseterre 
in  Guadaloupe ;  and  there  he  and  his  crew  were  thrown 
*  into  gaol,  kept  in  the  closest  confinement,  and  his 
,  sloop  was  tried  and  condemned  as  lawful  prise,  in  the 
court  of  admiralty  ;  and  the  vessel  and  cargo  sold  for 
the  benefit  of  the  captors*  William  Bingham,  agent 
for  the  United  States  at  Martinique,  complained  of  this 
proceeding  to  the  count  D'Arband,  govemour  general 
of  Basseterre,  Guadaloupe,  in  a  letter  dated  Decem- 
ber 8,  1778*  The  govemour,  in  his  answer  of  the 
18th  of  the  same  month,  justifies  the  sentence  of  the 
court  of  admiralty,  and  alleges,  that  the  reasons  on 
which  the  same  was  grounded,  to  wit:  the  throwing  pa- 
pers overboard,  and  having  two  blank  passports,  were 
sufficient* 

3*  Mr*  Benjamin  Putnam,  a  native  and  citizen  of 
the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  embarked  on  board 
an  American  privateer,  which  was  captured  by  the 
enemy,  and  carried  into  Antigua,  where  he  and  the 
rest  of  the  crew  were  confined  as  prisoners  of  war. 
He  made  his  escape  from  prison,  and  lay  some  time 
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concealed  in  the  town  of  St.  Johns;  and  at  kngth  cut 
a  sloop  out  of  the  harbour ;  and  in  her  anived,  with 
another  American  prisoner,  and  thirteen  negroes,  and 
sundiy  articles  of  cargo,  at  Point  a  Petre,  Guadahnipe. 
A  few  days  after  his  arrival  there,  the  goveniour  of  An* 
tigua  sent  a  flag  of  truce  to  reclaim  the  vessel,  negroes, 
&c*  in  virtue  of  an  agreement  entered  into  between 
some  of  the  French  and  British  govemours  of  the  West 
India  islands,  stipulating  that  no  privateer,  or  armed 
vessel,  belonging  to  either  government  committed  to 
their  care>  should  make  any  incursion  or  descent  for 
the  purpoees  of  robbing,,  burning,  plundering  or  car-* 
rying  off  negro  slaves,  or  other  property,  on  pain  that 
Mich  vessel  should  have  her  commission  vacated,  the 
plundered  effects  restored,  and  the  penalty  bond  pro- 
secuted.  The  count  O'Arband  accordingly  restored 
the  priMyand  confined  Mr.  Putnam  in  close  prison  two 
we^ks$  but  afterwards,  upon  the  remonstrance  of  Wit 
Uam  Biogbam«  esquire»  he  sent  Mr.  Putnam  and  three 
of  the  negroes  to  him^  at  Martinique.  It  appears  that 
BIr*  Putnam  has  addressed  the  count  D'Estaing  on  this 
transaction,  who  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Putnam,  dated  on 
board  the  Laoguedoc,  June  8,  1 779,  poHtely  promises 
him,  that,  if  he  will  solicit  the  king  for  restitution,  he, 
the  count,  will,  with  great  pleasure,  join  in  endeavour^ 
ing  to  obtain  it. 

Upon  the  first  case,  as  above  stated,  the  committee 
are  of  opinion,  that,  by  a  resolve  of  Congress,  the 
sublets  of  any  of  the  United  States  have  a  right  to 
trade  with  the  inhabitants  of  Bermudas  ;  and  that  by 
throwkig  any  paper  overboard,  other  than  passports, 
bills  of  lading,  invoices,  or  other  ship  papers,  no  for- 


hi^0  ol  vfmli  or  oflrgp  cw  legally  msn^t  J^ 
vtpQfn  tb^  wbol#»  th^t  tberQ  ^tppe^r^  to  UieiD  qo  6u& 
ci^iit  gr<NiDds  for  tbe^  condemaatioii  of  ihe  0I0OP  Kkif 
aod  ter  cargo,  in  tb^  covrt  of  ^dtairaUy  of  Guada* 
loupe. 

Upon  the  second  case  %s  above  stated,  tbe  coiaQit-r 
tee  aM  of  opinion,  tbgt,  by  the  resolve  of  Coogreflft 
and  ibe  laws  of  nations,  3enjamiQ  Patnaio^  and  tiM 
other  persons  who  cut  the  vessel  out  of  tbe  harbour  of 
St*  Johns  in  Antigua,  and  carried  her  and  the  negro 
slaves  on  board  to  Sasseterpe  10  Gnadaloupe,  bad  a 
r^bt  to  them,  and  that  no  agreement  between  ihf  go? 
vernours  of  tbe  French  and  3riiish  islands,  in  such  case 
as  this,  could  affect  any  other  persons  than  the  t\d^ 
jects  of  the  contracting  parties,  svhiph  will  appear  evi- 
deatly  to  be  the  meajiing  of  the  recited  agreeoimi^ 
self,  which  is  restrained  to  y^sels  belqnging  to  either 
government,  commiued  to  their  care ;  and  the  peoahir 
is  the  having  their  90llDmi&siQiis  vacates  jti^  pimvlafied 
effects  restored,  and  the  penalty  bond  proaecMtedi 
which  is  totally  inapplicable  to  American^  w  persoas 
not  belonging  to  their  govsjmaif  o^,  aed  wba  bad  Mt 
obtained  conunissioos  from  them,  or  und^  tbeir  ffir 
spective  sovereigns ;  and  of  course,  that  the  reljsaaiog 
of  this  vessel  and  the  negroes,  by  the  goveriMW  of 
Guadaloupe,  and  causing  them  to  be  deliver^  up  to 
the  governour  of  Antigua,  was  unnnsiraoitahie  mtd  in- 
consistent with  treaties  subsisting  between  his  nio»t 
christian  majesty  and  these  United  States :  Wbece- 
upon. 

Resolved,  That  a  representation  of  the  befomnatn- 
tioned  cases  be  made  to  tbe  minister  pleoipotentiary 
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of  his  aoft  cbrbtUni  majesty  to  these  states,  in  order 
that  redress  and  rescitotion  may  be  made  to  the  parties 
aggrieved,  in  soch  manner  as  may  be  consistent  with 
justice  and  the  laws  of  nations. 


SEPTEMBER  6,  1779. 

The  coosmittee  appointed  to  prepare  an  answer  to 
the  speech  of  the  honourable  sieur  Gerard,  minister 
plempoteatiary  of  France,  brought  in  a  draft  which 
WB8  read,  a«d  on  the  7th  the  same  was  agreed  to. 

SEPTEMBER  9,  1779. 

CoAgnss  resaoied  the  consideration  of  the  motion 
made  OB  the  7th  August.    Afi^r  (febate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
poaCponed* 

A  motioii  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Dickinson,  second* 
ed  by  Mr.  Mathews,  as  foUgfws  : 

That  if  bis  catbolick  majesty  shall  determine  to  take 
part  mlh  France  aad  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
sDoh  case,  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
Slates  be  empowered,  in  their  names,  to  conclude  with 
the  mosi  christian  and  catbolick  kings,  a  treaty  or 
treaties,  thereby  assuring  to  these  states,  Canada, 
No?a  Seotia,  Bermudas,  and  the  Ploridas,  when  con- 
quered, and  the  free  and  full  exercise  of  the  common 
right  of  these  states  to  the  fisheries  on  the  banks  of 
Newfoundland  and  the  other  fishing  banks  and  seas  of 
North  America ;  and  also  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  into  the  sea.    That  the  said  minister  be 

VOL.   II.  31 
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instnicted  to  endeavour  by  aU  means  in  bis  povifer  to 
procure  the  assurance  of  the  said  countries  and  oavi* 
gation  to  these  states*;  bat  if  his  catholick  majesty 
shall  positively  insist  upon  the  Floridas  being  ceded 
to  him,  and  updo  the  exclusive  navi^tion  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi from  that  part  thereof  which  lies  in  latitude 
thirty-one  degrees  north  from  the  equator  to  its  mouth; 
in  suth  cases,  the  said  minister  be  bstructed  to  a|i'ee 
to  such  propositions,  to  assent  to  mutual  guarantees,  to 
wit,  of  the  Floridas  and  the  navigation  aforesaid  to  the 
king  of  Spain;  and  of  Canada,  Nova  Scotiai  Bermu- 
das  and  the  fisheries  aforesaid  to  these  states ;  and  to 
procure,  if  possible,  the  establishment  of  a  free  com- 
merce for  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  with  some 
port  or  ports  on  the  said  rive^  bebw  the  said  degree 
of  latitude,  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  in  the 
treaty  particularly  enumerated.  That  the  said  minis- 
ter be  instructed,  that  it  is  not  the  desire  of  Congress 
to  continue  the  war  for  the  acquisition  ^f  the  countries 
beforementioned ;  and  therefore,  if  his  catholick  ma^ 
jesty  shall  obtain  the  Floridas  from  Great  Britain,  by 
l:es8ion,  or  by  war,  with,  or  Without  the  assistance  of 
these  states,  they  will  guaranty  the  same  to  bis  ma- 
jesty ;  but  that,  in  such  case,  the  said  minister  be  in- 
structed to  endeavour  strenuously  to  obtain  for  these 
states  the  assurance  of  the  fisheries  and  commerce 
aforesaid*  That  the  said  minister  be  instructed  to  pro- 
cure an  article  to  be  inserted,  contracting  for  the  dett« 
very  of  masts  for  (he  royal  navy  of  Spain,  at  some 
convenient  port  or  ports  in  these  states ;  providing 
therein,  that  no  greater  Quantity  be  stipulated  for  than 
<hese  states  can  spare  with  convenience  to  themselves. 
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That  dM  Mid  miiiitter  be  iasiruclcd  to  endeavour,  by 
all  tbe  meaos  in  hia  power,  to  procure  from  hU  catho* 
lick  aajesty  the  amnal  pajnoeat,  ta  dMse  states,  of  a 
certain  sum  of  money,  either  in  cooiptnsation  for  their 
ezntioDs^xir  for  the  equivalent  befaMMQlbaed*. 

SEPTEMBER  10,  1779. 

After  debate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  secondr 
,ed  by  Mr.  Smith, 

Resolved,  That  the  further  consideration  of  the 
propositions  moved  yesterday  be  poatpooed. 

A  motion  was  then  made  bjr  Mr.  Honlingloot  se- 
conded by  Mr.  Smith,  as  follows : 

Wi^ereas  by  the  treaties  subsisting  betweM  his 
most  christian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica, a  power  is  reserved  to  his  catboUek  majesty  *'  to 
"  accede  to  the  said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their 
^  stipalations,  at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper ; 
<<  at  bcdng  well  understood,  nevertheless,  that,  if  any  of 
•<  the  stipulations  of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable 
*^  to  the  king  of  Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  pro»i 
'^  pose  other  conditions  analsgous  to  the  principal  aim 
^  of  the  alliance,  and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equa- 
<Uity,  recifM^ocity  and  friendship:^'  And  whereas, 
should  his  catholick  majesty  accede  to  the  said  trea- 
ties  without  any  alteration,  he  must  be  under  the  ne* 
ce^sity  of  renouncing  forever  all  claims  to  the  posses^ 
sion  of  the  Floridas,  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  his 
kingdom,  and  more  particularly  to  his  American  domi* 
nions :  In  order,  Uierefore,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting 
on  the  part  of  these  states  to  further  a  treaty  of  alli« 
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ance  and  of  amity  a&d  commeroe  with  ius  eatfaolick 
majesty,  consistent  with  the  engagements  of  the  said 
states,  and  agreeable  to  bis  most  chmtian  aajetty 
their  ally, 

Resolved,  That  if  his  catholtck  majesty  ahall  accede 
to  the  said  treaties,  and  in  concurrence  with  France 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  continue  the  present 
war  with  Great  Britain,  for  the  purposes  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  te  shall  not  thereby  be  preclud- 
ed from  securing  to  himself  the  Floridas :  On  the  con- 
trary,  if  he  shall  think  proper  to  attack  them,  these 
United  States  will  aid  and  assist  his  catholick majesty 
in  sQcb  enterprise  wuih  such  provisions  and  naval 
stores  as  shall  be  required  by  bis  catholick  majesty, 
and  can  be  furnished  by  these  states ;  and  if  bis  catho- 
lick majesty  shall  obtain  the  Floridas  from  Great  Bri- 
tain by  cession,  or  by  war,  with  or  without  the  aasis- 
tance  of  the  allies,  these  United  States  will  guaranty 
the  same  to  bis  catholick  majesty :  Provided  always, 
that  his  catholick  majesty  shall  grant  to  the  Uniled 
States  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  intp 
the  sea,  and  establish  on  the  aaid  river,  at  or  some- 
where southward  of  the  thirty-first  degree  north  lati- 
tude, a  free  port  or  ports,  under  such  regulations  and 
restrictions  as  shall  be  agreed  on  between  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  oatholick  majesty  and  the  Unit- 
ed States :  and  provided^  also,  that  his  catholick  ma- 
jesty shall  pay  to  the  United  States,  as  a  subsidy,  a 
present  sum  not  less  than  and  a  fur- 

ther annual  sum  of  during  the  con- 

tinuance of  the  present  war,  and  for  the  term  of 
year»% 


im4  lauwH  ait  aim.  m 

The  BOlioo  being  read,  GeogiesB  took  ielocoAaide- 
Vfttioo  the  resoltttien  therein  contained;  and  after 
debate  adjeurned. 


SEPTEMBER  11,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion, which,  after  debate,  was  agreed  to. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
pvovisoa.  And  a  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  M^Keaa 
to  amend  the  first  proviso,  by  striking  out  ^'and'' 
after  tlie  words,  ^^  into  the  sea,''  and  in  lieu  thereof 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1779. 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  ^^  and,''  and  whaHbllows  to  the  end  of  the 
first  proviso. 

The  question  put, 

Passed  in  the  affirmative ;  and  the  words  were  struck 
out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Sharpy  in  h'eu  of  the  words  struck  out  to  insert, 
''  and  some  convenient  pott  or  ports,  on  the  said  river 
^<  below  the  thirty-first  degree  north  latitude,  free  for 
^^  all  merchant  vessels,  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
*^  except  for  such  articles  as  may  be  enumerated  and 
"  agreed  upon  as  contrabands" 

On  the  question  to  insert  those  wofdS|  the  yeas  and 
rn^s  beiqg  feiyiired  by  Mr.  Smiiin-* 

Hew  'HampfifaTre,      9Ar.  Peabouy,  ^At. 


9M 
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t8ap*.17, 


MaMtclmtelu  Bay,  Mr.  Hoben,  No.  )  «t^ 

Mr.  Partridge,      No.  5  ^°- 


Rhode  Islaod, 
Connecticuti 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pepntylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Collins, 


>No. 


Mr.  Huntington,    No.  ^ 
Mr.  Root,  No.>  No. 

Mr.  Speneer,        No.  3 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


m^- 


Mr.  Witherspoon,        ^No. 
Mr.  Armstrong,     No.'\ 

Mr.  Bfubleiiberg,  Ay.J 


Mr.  Dickinson, 

Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Afr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


>No. 


No. 
No 


:! 


No. 


>At. 


Ay.^ 
Ay. 

Ay. 


No.) 
No.  5 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  remaining  part  of  the  first  pro- 
viso be  amended  by  striUog  ouf  the  words,  ^^  His  ca- 


^<  tbolkk  oajesty  shall  grant  toV  and  ater^stittfl^ 
inserting  *^  shall  enjoy,''  so  that  it  read,  ^^  ProTide4 
^  always,  that  the  United  States  shall  enjoy  the  free 
*^  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the 
«sca.''      ' 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Mathews^  seconded  by  Ur.  Hun* 
tington, 

Resolved,  That  the  second  proviso  be  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Bfr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.  Smttb,  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  resolotion  passed  on  Saturday 
last  be  reconsidered* 

On  motjo'n  of  Mr.  Mathewa,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Smith, 

Resolved,  That  the  resohHion  be  amended  by  strik- 
ing out  the,  words,  ^^  think  proper  to  attack  them,  these 
^'  United  States  will  aid  and  assist  his  catholick  majes- 
^^  ty  in  such  enterprise  with  such  provisions  and  naval 
^  stores  as  shall  be  required  by  his  catholick  majesty, 
^^  and  can  be  famished  by  these  sutes ;  and  if  his  catho- 
'*  lick  majesty  shall ;''  also  the  words  *^  by  cession,  or 
^<  by  war,'  with  or  without  the  assistance  of  the  allies ;'' 
so  that  it  read,  ^^  on  the  contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  the 
^<  Floridas  from  Great  Britain,  these  United  States  will 
*'  guaranty  the  same  to  his  catbolitk  marjesty." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  whole  as  amended, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Jay — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,  ^Ar. 

'Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.^Ar. 

Mr.  Partridge, 


Connecticut, 
MvirYoifc, 

Petnisjrlvaniay 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
Soutb  Carolina, 


Blr.  Amistrong,     Ay.  >  .^ 
Blr.  Muhlenberg,  A7.  5  ^** 

Mr.  CarmicbaeL  No. )  » 
Mr.  Jenifer,  No. J"®* 


Mr.  Root, 

Bfe*  Jay, 
Mr*  Lewis, 


No.; 
No. 


Mr«  Smith, 
Mr.  Fleming, 
Mr.  J.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Me.  MadMwt, 


Ay.-) 

No- 


Ay. 
Ay.j 


>At- 


>Ar. 


So  it  was  resolved  as  followa  r 

Whereas  by  the  treaties  stthsistiog  between  bis  most 
chrisliaa  nsajesly  and  the  Uniteii  States  of  America^  a 
power  is  reseived  to  his  cathollck  msjesty  to  accede  to 
the  said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  stipulations 
at  such  lime  aa  he  shall  judge  proper;  it  being  well 
understood,  neyertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipulations 
of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable  to  the  king  of 
Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  propose  other  condi- 
tions analagous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance, 
and  conformable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity 
and  friendship:  And  iHiereas,  should  his  catholick 
majesty  accede  to  the  said  treaties  without  any  altera- 
tion, he  must  be  under  the  necessity  of  renouncing  for- 
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ever  aU  daiiDs  to  tbe  poases^OD  of  the  Plortdas,  of 
the  Qtmost  consequence  to  big  kiogdom^  and  more  par- 
^ticularly  to  his  American  dominions.  In  order,  there- 
fore} that  nothing  maj  be  wanting  on  the  part  of  tbeie 
states  to  further  a  treaty  of  alliance,  and  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  catholick  majesty  consistent  with 
the  engagements  of  the  said  states,  and  agreeable  to 
his  most  christian  majesty  their  ally : 

Resolved,  That  if  his  catholick  majesty  shall  accede 
to  tbe  said  treaties,  and  in  concurrence  with  France 
and  the  United  Stafes  of  America,  continue  the*  present 
war  with  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  be  thereby  preclud- 
ed from  securing  to  himself  tbe  Floridas :  On  the  con- 
trary, if  be  shall  obtain  tbe  Floridas  from  Great  Bri- 
tain, these  United  States  will  guarahty  the  same  to  bis 
catholick  majesty :« Provided  always,  that  the  United 
States  shall  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mis- 
sissippi into  and  from  the  sea. 

*    Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  prepare 
inatroctions  conformable  to  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  members  chosen^*— Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Matbewb, 
Mr.  Gerry. 

The  honourable  skur  Gerard,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  having  on  the  15th  desired  an  audi- 
ence in  tbe  course  of  this  week,  in  order  that  he  might 
take  his  leave ;  and  Congress  having  assigned  this  day 
for  granting  him  a  private  audience,  but  in  full  Con- 
gress, for  tbe  purpose,  the  minister  was  introduced  by 
Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Jenifer,  and  took  his  leave  in  a 
•peech  of  which  the  following  is  a  translation. 

[See  the  publick  journa].] 
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Congrcwe  also  agreed,  Qmnimottly^  t»  tbe  folUniag 
letter  to  bii  most  ohristiaD  majeity. 


GREAT,    FAITHFUL,   AND    BELOVED    FRIEND   AND   ALLY, 

The  ooiiduci  of  yciur  majeftty's  mioUteri  tb«  si^ur 
Gerard,  during  his  resideace  ia  Aoierica)  has  been  in 
every  respect  so  commendable,  that  wo  cannot  forbear 
testifying  to  yourms^eity  our  sense  of  his  merit,  with- 
*"  ou4  feeling  that  uneasiness  which  arises  from  a  neglect 
of  Uie  obligations  of  justice*  His"^  behaviour  appears 
to  u6  to  have  been  uniformly  regulated  by  devotion  to 
your  majesty's  dignity  and  interest  and  an  adherence 
to  the  terms  and  principles  of  the  alliance,  while  at 
the  same  time  he  demonstrated  his  attachment  to  the 
honour  and  prosperity*  Thus  serving  his  sovereign, 
he  acquired  dor  entire  confidence  apd  esteem,  and  has 
evinced  your  royal  wisdom  in  selecting  a  person  so 
properly  qualified  to  be  the  first  minister  sent  to  the 
United  States  of  America.  ^ 

That  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  the  Universe  may  bestow 
all  happiness  on  your  majesty,  is  the  prayer  of  your 
faithful  and  affectionate  friends  and  allies. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  seventeenth  day  of  Sep- 
tember, 1779.  By  the  Congress  of  the  United  Stales 
of  America. 

(Signed)  JOHN  JAY,  President. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 

SEPTEMBER  25,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  their  foreign 
affairs. 
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t5t 


A  motiot  vis  made  bf  Mr.  IfotbewSi  secojwled  bf 
Mr.  Gerry, 

That  Congress  will  not  appoint  any  person,  being 
a  member  of  Congress,  to  any  office  under  the  United 
States,  for  which  he,  or  another  for  him,  is  to  receive 
any  satary,  fees,  or  emolument  of  any  kind. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Peabody,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Genry, 

That  after  the  words  ^^  a  member  of  Congress,"  be 
inserted,  ''  or  within  nine  months  after,  hcr^shall  be  a  ' 
'^  member  of  Congress*"      And  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  this  amendment,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Peabody— 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
.  Mjt^jUtpU, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

MarylaivS, 


Mr.  MarQbant, 
Mr*CoUin^ 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 


>Ay. 


No.> 
No.  5 


No. 


No.^ 


Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.^ 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Forbes,  No.  ^  No. 

Mr.  Jenifer, 


.  Virginia, 

North  Carolioa, 
South  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


t8e|»t.f«v 


No.^ 

No.  U 
No.  r  o. 

No.j 


No. 

No 

No, 


.SNo. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

When  the  main  question  was  about  (o  be  put,  the 
previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Laurens  ;  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the 
previous  question,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Laurens — 

New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 


No. 
No 


>^No. 

::1no. 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Mr.  Huntington,   Ay.  )  ._ 
Mr.  Root,  Ay.  5  ^** 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


At. 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay. 
Mr.  Shippen,  Ay. 
Mr.  Atlee,  Ay. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay. 


>kt. 


vm.] 
Maryland, 


Yifginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 
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Mn  Paca,       * 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugb, 

Mr.  Harnct, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


tss 


At. 


Ay;|  Divided. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative,  and  the  main 
question  was  set  aside. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  proceed  tomorrow  to  the 
election  of  a  proper  person  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of 
peace,  and  that  persons  be  immediately  put  in  nomi- 
nation : 

Whereupon,  Mr*  John  Adams  was  nominated  by  Mr. 
Laurens,  Mr.  J.  Jay,  by  Mr.  Smith. 


SEPTEMBER  26,  1779. 

According  to  order.  Congress  proceeded  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  peace  ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken  and  coiint- 
ed,  no  election  was  made. 

Congress  pi'oceeded  again  to  ballot ;  and  the  votes 
being  counted,  no  election  was  made. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  election  be  postponed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by  Mr.  Paca, 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  be  ap- 
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^  pointed  to  negotiate  a  treatjr  of  .alliance  and  of  anitjr 
and  commerce  between  the  United  States  of  America 
and  bis  catfaolick  majesty. 

On  the  quflstton  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  otys 
having  been  required  by  Mr.  Marcbant —  / 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Rfaode  Mand, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania^ 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 


Ay 

No, 
No 


>.No. 
u[No. 

o 


J-|Dmp.i,. 


Mr.  Huntington,   Ay.  \  . 
Mr.  Root,  Ay.]^^- 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr,  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

fifr.  ArCttstD^ogi 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 


Ay. 


Ax. 


Ay.  7 
Ay.  I 

Ay.) 

Ay.  5 

J^;}.  Divided. 


Mr.  llfdilsdkerg,  Ay. J 
Mr.  M^Keati,  >Na. 

Mr.  Paca,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay.  I  ^^ 

Mr.  ForbM,  Ay.  p^- 

Mr.  J^ifar,  A(jf.J 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fktting, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugh, 


Ay/ 
Ay. 

Ay.  >Aar. 
Ay. 

Ay.; 


tm.]  voMJoan  jowMBJL 

North  Cftriliot,        lir«  Hamet, 
Mr«  HeweS) 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

i       Soath  CaroUat,       Mr.  LaareiB^ 

Mr.  Mathews, 

So  it  wai  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  the  nominatioQ  of  a 
minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  al- 
liance, and  of  amity  and  commerce  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  catholick  majesty ;  when 
Mr.  Arthur  Lee  was  nominated  by  Mr.  Laurens^  Mr. 
John  Adams  by  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  John  Jay  by  Mr. 
Mercer. 


SEPTEMBER  27,  1779. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  passed  yesterday, 
relative  to  the  appointment  of  a  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary, &c.  be  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huntington,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Gerry, 

Resolred,  That  after  the  word  "  plenipotentiary," 
be  inserted,  ^^  in  lieu  of  a  commissioner." 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as  amend- 
ed, the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Peabody, 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,        No. )  *j 
Mr.  Langdon,       No.  J  ^^* 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Holten,  '      >Uivideb. 

Mr.  Partridge, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticot, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
PeDDsylvania, 
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Mr.  Biarcbant, 
iMr.  Colliosy 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Sooth  Carolina, 


No. 

Ay 


[8ept«7, 

*  >  Divided. 
Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Ay.) 

r-5 


At. 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay^ 

Mr.  Wynkoop,      Ay. 


No.^ 
No. 

No! 


»DlVIDID. 


Mr.  Paca,  Ay.'^ 

Mr.  Cannichael,  Ay.  [^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.  f 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fit2bugh, 


Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


Ay.l 

Ay.>  At. 


Ay.S 

*  i  DiVIDBD. 


No. 
Ay 


So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
lieu  of  a  commissioner,  be  appointed  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  his  catholick  majesty. 

Congress  then  proceeded  to  an  election ;  and  the 
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ballots  bemg  Uken,  Mr.  John  Jajr  wa9  alecltd  minister 
plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of 
amity  and  commerce  between  the  United  States  of 
America  and  his  catholick  majesty. 

Mr.  John  Adams  was  elected  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  and  a  treaty  of 
commerce  with  Great  Britain. 


SEPTEMBER  28,  1779. 

Oo  motion, 

Resolved,  That  tomorrow  be  assigned  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  secretary  for  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  for  each  of  the 
ministers  who  are  to  negotiate  treaties  with  the  comrts 
of  Spain  and  Great  Britain. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  put  in  nomination. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  alliance  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  and  amity  with 
Spain, 

Mr.  William  Carmichael,  by  Bfr.  Hewes. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  peace,  and  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain^ 

Mr.  John  Trumbull,  by  Mr.  Laurens. 

Mr.  Jonathan  Trumbull,  jun.  by  Mr.  Holten, 

Mr*  Francis  Dana,  by  Mr.  Peabody. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles 

Mr.  Peter  Scull,  by  Mr.  Atlee. 

Mr.  John  LanreoS)  hy  Mr.  Gerry. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr. 
Morris,  and  Mr.  Marchant,  appointed  to  prepare  drafts 
VOL.  11.  S3 
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of  commissions,  reported  the  same,  which  were 
agreed  to  as  follows  : 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  peace. 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Pro?i- 
dence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York,  New 
Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  Virgbia, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  Georgia — To 
to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

It  being  probable  that  a  negotiation  will  soon  be 
commenced  for  putting  an  end  to  the  bostilittes  be^ 
tween  his  most  christian  majesty  and  these  United 
States,  on  the  one  part,  and  his  Britannick  majesty  oo 
the  other  part ;  and  it  being  the  sincere  desire  of  the 
United  States  that  they  may  b^  terminated  by  a  peace, 
founded  on  such  solid  and  equitable  principles  as  rea- 
sonably to  promise  a  permanency  of  the  blessings  of 
tranquillity :  Know  ye,  therefore.  That  we,  confiding 
in  the  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  of  have 

nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these  presents  do 
nominate  and  constitute  him  the  said  onr 

minister  plenipotentiary,  giving  him  full  power,  gene- 
ral and  special,  to  act  in  that  qaality,  to  confer,  treat, 
agree  and  conclude,  with  the  ambassadors  or  {^ni- 
potentiaries  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  and  of  his 
Britannick  majesty,  and  those  of  any  other  princes  or 
states  whom  it  may  concern,,  vested  with  equal  powers, 
relating  to  the  rcrestablisbment  of  peace  and  friend- 
ship ;  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  concluded^ 
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tor  m,  and  id  our  name  to  sign,  and  thereupon  to  make 
a  treaty  or  treaties,  and  to  transact  every  thing  thai 
may  be  necessary  for  completing,  securing  and 
ifrengthening  the  great  work  of  pacification,  in  as  am* 
pie  form,  and  with  the  same  effect,  as  if  we  were  per- 
sonally present  and  acted  therein  ;  hereby  promising, 
in  good  faith,  that  we  will  accept,  ratify,  fulfil  and  exe- 
cute whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded  and  signed 
by  our  said  minister  plenipotentiary  ;  and  that  we  will 
never  act  nor  suffer  any  person  to  act  contrary  (o  the 
liame,  in  whole  or  in  any  part.  In  witness  whereof 
we  have  caused  these  presents  to  be  given  in  Coo- 
gress,  at  Philadelphia,  the        day  of  in  the  year 

of  oar  Lord,  1779,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  in- 
dependence of  the  United  States  of  America.  Signed 
by  the  President,  and  sealed  with  bis  seal. 

For  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty 
of  amity  and  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, &c.  in  Congress  assembled-— To  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

It  being  the  desire  of  the  United  States^  that  the 
peace  which  may  be  established  between  them  and 
his  Britannick  majesty  may  be  permanent,  and  accom- 
panied with  the  mutual  benefits  derived  from  com* 
merce  :  Know  ts,  tbkrifore.  That  we,  confiding  in 
the  integrity,  prudence  and  ability  of  have 

nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these  pVesents  do 
nominate  and  constitute  him  the  said  our 

minister  plenipotentiary,  giving  him  full  power,  ge- 
neral and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer, 


SM  SECKBT  JOOKKAL.  [Septfl^ 

agree  and  conclude  with  the  ambliAaador  or  plenipo* 
tendary  of  his  Britannick  majesty,  Tested^ with  equal 
powers,  of  and  concerning  a  treaty  of  coramerce  ;  and 
whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  concluded  for  us  and 
in  our  name,  to  sign,  and  thereupon  make  a  treaty  of 
commerce  ;  and  to  U*aosact  every  thing  that  may  be 
necessary  for  completing,  securing  and  strengthening 
the  same,  in  as  ample  form,  and  with  the  same  eflfect, 
as  if  we  were  personally  present  and  acted  therein  ; 
hereby  promising,  in  good  faith,  that  we  will  accept, 
ratify,  fu]61  and  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed, 
cbncluded  and  signed  by  our  said  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary ;  and  that  we  will  never  act,  nor  suffer  any  per* 
son  to  act,  contrary  to  the  same,  in  whole  or  in  par^ 
In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents 
to  be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  day 
of  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord,    1779,  and  in  the 

fourth  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Slates 
of  America.  Signed  by  the  President,  and  sealed 
with  his  seal. 

0 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  commission  for  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  ami- 
ty and  commerce  and  of  alliance  between  the  United 
States  of  America  and  his  catholick  majesty. 

The  members — Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  Mathews,  and  Mr. 
Gerry. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  draft 
of  a  commission  for  the  secretaries  to  be  appointed. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  report  proper  salaries  for  the  ministers  plenipoten- 
tiary and  their  secretaries,  respectively. 
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The  menbers-^-Hr.  Mathews^  Bfr«  Qefry^  and  Mr* 
Root. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  secre^ries  ; 
and  the  ballou  being  taken,  Mr.  Willtam  Camiehat] 
was  elected  s^retary  to  the  minister  plenipotentiaiy  to 
negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  and  of  al* 
h'ance  with  the  court  of  Spain. 

Mr.  Francis  Dana,  secretary  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  ahd  a  treaty 
of  commerce  with  Great  Britain. 

Lieutenant  colonel  John  Laurens,  secretary  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
court  of  Versailles. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Smith,  Mr.  Ma* 
thews,  Mr.  Gerry,  appointed  to  prepam  instructions 
to  the  minister  for  negotiating  with  the  court  of  Spain, 
having  brought  in  a  draft,  the  same  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 

Instructioos  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  nego- 
tiating with  the  <)ouri  of  Spain. 

SIR, 

By  the  treaties  subsisting  between  his  most  cbris*- 
tian  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Amei'ica,  a 
power  is  reserved  to  his  catholick  majesty  to  accede  to 
the  said  treaties,  and  to  participate  in  their  stipttlattons, 
at  such  time  as  he  shall  judge  proper,  it  being  well  un- 
derstood, nevertheless,  that  if  any  of  the  stipuiations 
of  the  said  treaties  are  not  agreeable  to  the  court  of 
Spain,  his  catholick  majesty  may  propose  other  condt* 
tions  analogous  to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance,  and 
conformable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 


friandahip*  Congress  is  sensible « of  the  friendly  re- 
gard to  these  states  manifested  by  his  roost  christian 
majesty,  in  reserving  a  power  to  his  catholick  majesty 
of  acceding  to  the  alliance  entered  into  between  his 
most  christian  majesty  and  these  United  Slates ;  and 
therefore,  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  on  their  part 
to  facilitate  the  views  of  his  most  christian  majesty, 
land  to  obtain  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  catholick  majesty,  have  tboaght 
proper  to  anticipate  any  propositions  which  his  catho- 
lick majesty  might  make  on  that  subject,  by  yielding 
up  to  him  those  objects  which  they  conclude  he  may 
have  principally  in  view)  and  for  that  purpose  have 
come  to  the  following  resolution  : 
.  That  if  his  catholick  majesty  shall  accede  to  the 
said  treaties,  and,  in  concurrence  with  France  and  the 
United  States  of  America,  continue  the  present  war 
with  Great  Britain  for  the  purpose  expressed  in 
the  treaties  aforesaid,  he  shall  not  thereby  be  pre- 
cluded from  securing  to  himself  the  Floridas :  On  the 
contrary,  if  he  shall  obtain  ihe  Floridas  from  Great 
Britain,  these  United  States  will  guaranty  the  same 
to  his  catholick  majesty :  Provided  always,  that  the 
United  States  shall  enjoy  the  free  navigation  of  the 
river  Mississippi  into  and  from  the  sea. 

You  are  therefore  to  communicate  to  his  most  chris- 
tian biajesty,  the  desire  of  Congress  to  enter  into  a 
treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his 
catholick  majesty,  and  to  request  his  £atvourable  inter- 
position for  that  purpose.  At  the  same  time,  you  are 
to  make  such  proposal  to  his  catholick  majesty,  as  in 
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your  jiM^^meiit,  from  circumstanGes^  will  be  proper 
for  obtiiiiiiig  for  the  United  States  of  America  equal 
advantages  with  those  which  are  secured  to  them  by 
the  treaties  with  his  most  christian  majesty ;  obserrii^ 
always  the  resolution  aforesaid  as  the  ultimatum  of  the 
United  States* 

You  are  particularly  to  endeavour  'to  obtain  some 
convenient  port  or  ports  below  the  thirty*first  degree 
of  north  latitude,  on  the  river  Mississippi^  for  all  mer- 
chant vessels,  goods,  wares  and  merchandises  belong* 
iog  to  the  inhabitants  of  these  states. 

The  distressed  state  of  our  finances  and  the  great 
depreciation  of  our  paper  money  inclined  Congress  to 
hope  that  his  catholick  majesty,  if  he  shall  conclude  a 
treaty  with  these  states,  will  be  induced  to  lend  them 
money:  You  are  therefore,  to  represent  to  him  the 
great  distress  of  these  states  on  that  account,  and  to 
solicit. a  loan  of  five  millions  of  dollars  upon  the  best 
terms  in  your  power,  not  exceeding  six  per  centum 
per  annum,  efiectually  to  enable  them  to  co-operate 
with  the  allies  against  the  common  enemy.  But  be- 
fore yo^  make  any  propositions  to  his  catholick  majes- 
ty for  a  loan«  you  are  to  endeavour  to  obtain  a  subsidy 
in  consideration  of  the  guarantee  aforesaid. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission 
for  the  minister  plenipotentiary  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  and  of  alliance  with  his  catholick 
majesty,  brought  in  a  draft  which  was  agreed  to  as 
follows : 


FORM    OF    A    COMMISSION,   &C. 

The  Delegates  of  the  United  States  of  New  Hamp- 
9bjre»  &c*  in  Congress  assembled — To  all  who  shall 
see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  an  intercourse  between  the  subjects  of  his 
catholick  majesty  and  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
founded  on  the  prbciples  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
friendship,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage  to  both  na- 
tioiis:  and  it  being  the  sincere  desire  of  the  United 
States  to€nter  into  a  treaty  of  alliance  and  of  amity 
aod  commerce  with  his  catholick  majesty :  Know  ye, 
TBiRiFOEs,  That  we,  confiding  in  the  integrity,  pru* 
dence  and  ability  of  have  nominated  and  con- 

ttittited,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate  and  con- 
stitute him  the  said  our  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, giving  him  full  power,  general  and  special, 
to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree  and  con- 
clude with  the  ambassador  or  plenipotentiafy  of  his 
catholick  majesty  vested  wifh  equal  powers,  of  and 
concerning  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of 
alliance ;  and  whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  con- 
cluded for  us  and  in  our  names,  to  sign,  and  thereupon 
make  such  treaty  or  treaties,  conventions  or  agree- 
ments, as  he  shall  judge  conformable  to  the  ends  we 
have  in  view,  in  as  ample  form,  and  with  the  same  ef- 
fect, as  if  we  were  personally  present  and  acted  there- 
in; hereby  promising  in  good  faith,  that  we  will  ac- 
cept, ratify,  fulfil  and  execute  whatever  shall  be  agreed, 
concluded  and  signed  by  our  said  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary ;  and  that  we  will  never  act  nor  suffer  any  person 
to  act  contrary  to  the  same,  in  the  whole  or  in  any  part^ 
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Iq  wUnett  wBereof,  we  hdve  caused   these  presents 
to  be  given  in  Coogress,  at  Philadelphia,  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  and  in 

the  year  of  the  independence  of  the  United 

States  of  America* 

Signed  by  the  President,  and  sealed  with  his  seal. 

SEPTEMBER  30,  1779. 

A  letter  from  the  minister  of  Fnmce  wte  read ; 
Whereopoo, 

Resolved,  That  the  Pre; i4ent  inform  the  lMB00r#- 
ble  Sr.  Gerard,  minister  pl^nipoteoliary  of  Fraace, 
that  Congress  are  math  obliged  by  his  poKle  ofer  to 
detain  the  flrigate  SMsibie,  for  the  acoomaodatioii  of 
Jfr«  Adams  and  his  secijIMtry,  on  their  passage  to 
Prante ;  and  that  they  accept  the  same  oo  coadittoa 
Mr.  Adams  can  be  prepared  for  his  departare  in  such^ 
reasonable  time  as  that  it  may  net  be  too  great  an  tnr 
convenHnce  to  detainnbe  vessel. 


OCTOBER  2,  1779. 
•# 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 

Resolved,  That  the  marine  committee  be  directed 

to  U^  in  acicb  atorea  as  they  may  deem  necessary  for 

the  we  of  the  minister  lately  appointed  to  the  court  of 

^^lain,  and  of  the  minister  of  bis  most  christian  majesty 

now  about  to  ds|iart  for  France ;  and  to  prepare  all 

necessary  accQJkraioda^ons  on  board  the  frigate  Coa- 

iedaracy,  for  the  said   ministers  and  their  famjUies. 

And  that  the  marine  committee  make  the  like  provi- 

voL.  II.  34  * 
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8ion  for  Mr.  Adams  and  his  family,  on  their  passage 
for  France* 


OCTOBER  4,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Collins,  seconded  by  Mr.  Laurens, 

Resolved,  That  a  oimmittee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  further  instruction  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary appointed  to  negotiate  with  the  court  of 
Spain  relative  to  obtaining  an  article  for  allowing  the 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States  the  liberty  of  taking 
kali  from  Sal  Tortuga* 

The  members^ — Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Paca,  and  Mr. 
JSfaerman. 

On  motk>n  of  Mr.  Marchanti  seconded  by  Mr.  Lau- 
rens, ,^ 

Resolved,  That  the  said  committee  be  directed  to 
^  prepare  an  instruction  relative  to  the  privilege  of  cut- 
ting logwood.* 

The  commissions  as  agreed  to,  being  e^;ro8sed, 
with  blanks  left  for  inserting  the  names  and  titles  of 
the  ministers  and  the  dates  of  the  commissions — 

A  motion  m$s  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.^ 
Paca,  .  5 

That  the  blank  for  the  name  and  titles  of  the  minis* 
ter  in  the  commission  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity 
and  commerce,  and  of  alliance  with  Spain,  be  filfed  up 
with  the  words,  '^  The  honourable  John  Jay,  esqnin^ 
*<  late  President  of  Congresjs,  and  cUtef  justice  of  the 
((  state  of  New  York  :^'  And  t^^at  i)m[  like  blanks  in 
the  other  two  commissions,  n^ely,  for  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  peace,  and  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  comn 
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merce  wkh  Great  Brilaib,  be  filled  up  Wuh  the 
words,  '^  The  honourable  John  Adams,  esquire, 
^<  late  commissioned  of  the  United  SMtes  of  Ame- 
'*  rica  at  Che  court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in 
*'  Congress  from  'the  state  of  Massachusetts  Baj,  and 
**  chief  justice  of  the  said  state.^^ 
I  On  debating  the  motion  for  .filling  up  the  blank  in 
Mie  first  mentioned  commission, 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr*  Marchant,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Partridge,  to  strike  out  the  words  '*  Ute  Presidept 
'^  of  Congress  and  chief  justice  of  the  state  of  NeW 
**  York." 

Ahd  00  the  question,  Shall  those  wojrds  stand,  the  ^ 
yeas  and  nays  being  requj^d  by  Mr.  Marchant — 


New  Hampshire, 


'Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Lkngdon, 


nI:\  j^'^"*'"! 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry r, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge 


n,*  Ay.SAr. 

idge,       N<).) 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylimnia, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  Marchant, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman^      Ay.] 
Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  | 


;J;|d.v.»«. 


.t 


At. 


Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

■I 
Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Bfr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


A,.  I 


Ay 


At. 


in 


>^At. 
>.No. 


:S 


At. 


« 


A- 


Virginia;  Mr.  (tiffin,  Ay.^ 

, M?.  Mercer,  Ay •>  Ay. 

Mr.  Fitzhugb,        Ay. ) 

North  Carolina,        Mr.  Harnet,  Ay. )  a 

Mr.  Hewcs,  Ay.S^^" 

South  Carolina,       Mr.  Mathews,  ^No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative*  \ 

On  the  question, 

Resolved,  That  the  first  blank  in  the  commission  for 

negotiating  with  the  court  of  Spain,  be  filled  up  with 

the  words,  ^<  The  honourable  John  Jay,  Mquire,  kle 

I  <^  President  of  Congress  and  chief  justice  of  the  state 

"of  New  York."     '  .        . 

On  debating  the  motion  for  filling  up  the  like  blanks 
in  the  other  two  commissions, 

rA  motion  was  jpade  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
'Mr.  Marcbant,  to  stride  out  thewordsi  "  late  commis- 
^'  sioner  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the  court 
"  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Congress   from  the 
"  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chief  justice  of  the 
"  said  state."    • 
^        And  on  the  question,  Shall  those  words  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marcbant, 
«*      It  was  resolved  in  the  afirmative,  the  members  an- 
T^  swering  as  in  the  foregoing  question. 

On  the  question, 

Resolved,  That  th^  like  blanks  in  the  other  two  * 
commissions,  namely,  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace, 
and  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great 
Briuin,    be  filled   up  with,  "  The  honourable.  John 
^     '  ^  Adams,  esquire,  late   commissioner  of  the  United 


« 


i 

V 

m 


"  ; 


4'nt.] 

<<  States  of  itolerica  at  tbe  court  of  Versailles,  latedele- 
^  **gate  in  Congress  from  tbe  state  of  Massachusetts 
"*^^  Bay,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said/tate.'' 
*"     Resolved,  That  the  commissions  he  dated  the  tweii- 
ty-ninth  day  of  September,  17t9. 
:     The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mathews,  Mr. 
Gerry  and  Bir.  Root,  appointed  to  report  proper  sala- 
ries for  tbe  ministers  plenipotentiary  and  {heir  secreta-  ^, 
ries,  respectively,  brought   in  a  report,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration. 

And  a  motion  being  made  to  strike  out  <<  three  thou- 
^  saod,"  reported  bjr  the  committee  for  the  salary  of 
the  ministers  plenipotentiary — 

On  the  question.  Shall  ^  three  thousand"  stand,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchantj* 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Langdon, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holien, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

Kew  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania^ 
Delaware, 


Mr.  Marchant, 


>^No.     , 
5j;j  Divided. 
>^No.         s 


Mr.  Sherman,        No.  ^ 
Mr.  HantingtOD,    No.^  No. 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Yandykt, 


Ay.i 

>Ay.  X        . 

nJ!  ]  ^«^««»- 

5j;  I  Divided- 
>Af. 


^  1 


•      ♦  V         *       .    ..: 

y. 


•V  ^      » 


<  MatylMd^ 


'  ^ 


r  ;•  ♦ 


Vifgimai 


Mr.  Pact, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  JeDifer, 

Mr.Grifio, 
Mr^  Mercer, 
9In  Fitzhugb, 


C0a.4| 


Ay*  >  Ay. 
Ay.) 


At. 


North  Cardina,       Mr.  Haroet, 


>At.  K 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


No. 
Ay 


:i 


Divided. 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  that  sum  was 
struck  out. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Griflin,  that  the  blank  be  filled  with ''  two  thousand 
five  hundred."  And  on  the  question  to  agree  to  this, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Marchant — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Langdon, 


)^No. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
.  Mr.  Holten, 


Ay.) 
N0.VN0. 
Mr.  Partridge,      No. ) 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
;,  Delaware, 


Mr.  Marchant, 


>^No. 


Mr.  Sherman,  No. ) 

Mr.  Huatinglon,  Ay.  >  At. 

Mr.  Root,  Ay.  3 

MnFell,  kj.\  . 

Mr.  Houston,  Ay.J^^* 


Mr.  Vandyke, 


>^At. 


*     '4 


■*r 


« 


Virginia,   - 

North  CarQlioat 
Sooth  CaroUoa, 


Mr.ftlCIK.  ' 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Hn  JcflXer,  ~ 

Mr.  Griib,/. 
«Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitxhq^i 

Mr.  Hart^t, 

Mr.'Latireoi, 
Mr.  Math^vTf, 


fVi 


Ay.VAY.    ; 


At. 


>At.h 


^  -^ 


So  it  was  resolved  ia  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Marchant,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Langdon,  to  strike  oi|t  ^^  otxt  thpusand^V  die  som 
reported  as  the  salary  for  the  secretaries*    And  09  the  * 
question,  Shall  ^^one  thousand'^  stand,  the  yee3  and 
Days  being  required  by  Mr^i  Langd^c 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Langdon, 


J^No. 


Massachttsatts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  Ay. 

Mr.  Lovell,  *  *  A>.  1  . 
Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  ^^^• 

Mr.  Partri^e,      No.^ 


Rhode  bland, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

PenDsylvania, 


Mr.  Maipbaot^  ,   )fNo, 

lAr.  Sherman,  No.  ^ 

Mt.  HaatingtoB,  N«.  >  No. 

Mr.  Root,     *  No.) 


>lT.x 


Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fen, 
Mr.  Houston, 

J* 


♦ 


♦         % 
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^  * 


Delaware,    - 
,i        Marylandi 

V-     '       Virginia, 

Nortii  Carolina, 
*         ''  South  Carolina, 


AECRET  JOURNAL.^ 
Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Forbes,  ^ 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mi^  Mercer, 
Mr*  Fitzhogh, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  jLaurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 


[Oct.4U 


DnriDBD. 


f  ^ 


ri. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question, 

Resolved,  That  each  o(  the  ministers  plenipotentiary 
be^llowed  at  the  rate  of  two  thousand  five  hundred 
pounds  isterUng  per  annum,  and^ach  of  their  secreta- 
ries at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  per 
anMiiq,  in  full  for  then*  services  and  expenses  respec- 
tivdiy. 

That  the  salary  of  each  of  the  said  officers  be  com- 
puted from  the  time  of  his  leaving  his  place  of  abode, 
to  ^nter  on  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  be  continued 
three  months  after  notice  of  his  recalL 

Ordered,  That  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to 
providing  for  the  payment  of  the  above  salaries  be  re- 
ferred  io/b^  committee  of  commerce. 


»     f^ 
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OCTOBER  9,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission 
for  the  secretaries^  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled—To Greeting : 
We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
patriotism,  ability,  conduct  and  fidelity,  do  by  these 
presents  constitute  and  appoint  you  during  our  pleasure, 
secretary  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  appointed  to 
you  are  therefore  carefully  and  dili- 
gently  to  discharge  the  duly  of  secretary,  by  doing  and 
performing  all  things  thereunto  belonging.    And  in 
case  of  (he  death  of  our  said  minister,  you  are  to  signi* 
fy  it  to  us  by  the  earliest  opportunity ;  and  on  such 
event,  we  authorize  and  direct  you  to  take  into  your 
charge,  all  our  publick  afiairs,  which  were  ia  the  bands 
of  our  said  minister  at  the  time  of  his  death,  or  which 
may  be  addressed  to  him  before  notice  thereof,  and 
proceed  therein  according  to  the  instructions  to  our 
said  minister  given,  until  our  further  orders. 
Witness,                         President  of  the  Congress  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  at  the 
day  of                      17      and  in 
the                   year  of  our  independence* 

The  said  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  of 

credence  to  the  secretary  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary 

residing  at  a  foreign  court,  which  was  agreed  to  as 

follows : 
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[Insert  the  address  of  the  king,  prince  or  potentate.3 

Taking  into  consideration  the  variou9  events  which 
may  deprive  us  of  the  services  of  our  minister  plenipo- 
tentiarj  at  your  court,  and  being  desirous  that  at  all 
limes  you  should  be  assured  of  our  constant  good  will 
and  affection,  wcf  have  nominated  secre- 

tary to  our  miiiister  in  case  of  the  death 

or  the  necessa^  absence  of  our  said  minister,  to  reside 
at  y6ur  court,  and  to  transact  all  such  matters  aod  things 
relating  to  us,  a^  nliay  from  time  to  time  be  necessary* 
We  beseech  you  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing 
which  he  shall  deliver  on  our  party  especially  when  he 
ihall  assure  yqu  of  the  permanency  of  our  friendship* 
And  we  pray  God,  that  he  will  keep  your  in 

liis  holy  protection. 

Done  tit  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  and  in  the 

year  of  our  ind^endence. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  form 
t>f  a  letter  of  credence  to  Mr.  Jay,  to  represent  these 
states  at  the  court  of  Spain,  in  case  a  treaty  shall  be 
signed  with  that  court. 

OCTOBER  13,  1779. 

Mr.  Jay  having  desired  to  be  informed,  1st,  in  what 
manner  he  is  to  be  supplied  with  money  for  his  expenses 
on  bis  arrival  in  Europe;  2d,  whether  he  will  be  allow- 
ed any  money  for  secret  services ;  3d,  whether  be  is  to 
advance  money  to  distressed  Americans,  who  may  ap- 
ply  to  him — 
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Ordered,  That  the  aame  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three. 

The  members — Mr.  Laurens,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Jf  r,  Lang- 
don*  * 

A  leUcr  of  July  10,  1779,  from  J.  G.  Derricks,  at 
Amsterdam,  and  sundry  letters  between  governour 
Trumbull  and  the  said  Mr.  Derricks,  being  l^i^  before 
Congress,  were  referred  to  the  said  committee. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Witharspoon  and  Mr.  LovelL 
members  of  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs,  be  addea 
to  the  foregoing  committee. 

Ordered,  That  the  said  committee  prepare  the  in- 
struction to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  appointed  to 
negotiate  with  the  court  of  Spain,  to  endeavour  to  ob- 
tain for  the  United  States  the  liberty  of  taking  salt  from 
Sal  Tortugpi,  %nd  patting  logifopjd  and  mahogany  in,ikf 
bay  of  Honduras ;  and  that  the  former  committee  be 
discharged  of  that  business. 

A  moUon  was  made  by  Mr.  lyitberspoon,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Morris, 

That  the  minister  of  these  states  to  his  catholick 
majesty  be  privately  instructed  to  recede  from  the 
claim  of  ^  (refi  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
mentioned  in  his  instructional  below  the  thirty-first  de- 
gree of  north  latitude,  on  condition  of  a  grant  of  a  free 
port  therein  ako  mentioned,  if  the  obtaining  such  navi- 
gation shall  be  found  an  insuperable  bar  to  the  pro- 
posed treaties  of  amity  and  commerce  between  these 
states  an4  hi9  catholick  majesty:  Provided  always,, 
that  the  power  herein  contained  be  confined  to  the  said 
minister,  and  not,  in  case  of  his  death,  or  absence,  to 
be  exercised  by  any  other  person. 
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A  division  was  called  for.  And  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  first  clause,  as  far  as  to  the  proviso,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Mercer — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabod^, 
Mr.  Langdon, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lfovell, 
Mr.  Holteo, 


Z:\ 


At. 


Jj;  I  Divided. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Marchaut, 


>No. 


Mr.  Sherman,       No. 
Mr.  Huntington,    No 
Mr.  Root,  No. 


■i 


No. 


Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


lj:l- 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. ) 
Mr.  Fell,  Ay.  5 

Mr.  Armstrong,     No.) 
Mr.  Atlee,  Ay.> 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.) 


At. 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Mercer, 
Mr.  Fitzhugb, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Hewes, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay. 


No.) 

N0.SN0. 

No.S 


No. 


South  Carolina, 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Mathews, 
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Ordered,  That  the  first  blank  in  the  commission  to 
the  secretary  of  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  nego- 
tiating with  Spain  be  filled  up  with  ^'  th'j  honourable 
<<  William  Carmicbael,  esquire,  a  delegate  in  Congress 
''  from  the  state  of  Maryland  ;'^  and  the  second  blank 
with  ^^  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and 
^^  of  alliance  with  his  catholick  majesty  ;^'  the  blank 
after  "  witness,"  with  Hhis  excellency  Samuel  Hunt- 
ington, esquire;''  and  the  other  blanks  successively 
with  "  Philadelphia,"  *'  twenty-ninth,"  "  September," 
«1779,"'*fourth," 

That  the  first  blank  in  the  commission  to  the  secre- 
tary to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a 
treaty  of  peace,  &c»  be  filled  up  with  ^'  the  honourable 
^  Francis  Dana,  esquire,  a  delegate  in  Congress  from 
^^  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  member  of  the 
*^  council  of  the  said  state;"  the  second  blank  with 
<<  negotiate  a  treaty  of  peace  and  of  commerce  with 
*^  Great  Britain  ;"  and  the  other  blanks  as  above. 

That  the  first  blank  in  the  commission  for  the  secre- 
tary to  the  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be  filled 
with  ^^  John  Laurens,  esquire,  member  of  the  house  of 
**  representatives  for  the  state  of  South  Carolina,  and 
<^  lieutenant  colonel  in  the  army  of  the  United  States ;" 
the  second  blank  with  ^^  at  the  court  of  Versailles," 
striking  out  ^*  appointed  to;"  and  the  other  blanks  as 
above. 
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OCTOBER  15,  1779. 

The  coinmillee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  of  cre- 
dence for  the  honourable  John  Jay,  esquire,  brought 
in  a  draft,  which,  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed 
to  as  follows : 

6REAT  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND, 

The  United  States  of  America  io  Congress  assembled, 
deeply  impressed  with  the  high  sense  of  the  magna- 
nimity of  your  n^ajesty,  and  of  your  friendly  disposition 
towards  these  states,  and  having  ^n  earnest  desire  to 
improve  into  a  firm  and  lasting  alliance  such  friendly 
disposition,  have  appointed  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
esquire,  late  President  of  Congress,  and  chief  justice  of 
the  state  of  New  York,  to  reside  at  your  court,  in  quality 
of  minister  plenipotentiary,  that  he  may  give  you  more 
particular  assurances  of  the  high  regard  we  entertain 
for  your  majesty.  We  beseech  your  majesty  to  give 
entire  credit  to  every  thing  he  shall  deliver  on  our  part, 
especially  when  he  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of 
our  friendship.  And  we  pray  God,  that  he  will  keep 
your  p[iajesty  in  his  most  holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  fifteenth  day  of  October, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  sei^en 
hundred  and  seventy *nine.  By.th^  Congress  pf 
the  United  States  of  Nort^h  America.  Your  good 
friends. 

President. 
Attest. 
Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 
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The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr«  Laurens,  Mr« 
Jenifer,  Mr.  Langdon,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Lo- 
veil,  appointed  to  prepare  an  instruction  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  with  his  cathoJick  majesty,  and  for  other 
purposes,  brought  in  a  report,  which  was  taken  into 
consideration :  And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  additional  instruction 
be  given  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating 
a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  his  catholick 
majesty. 

SIR, 

You  are  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  for  obtaining 
permission  for  the  citizens  aod  inhabitants  of  these 
states  to  lade,  and  take  on  board  their  vessels,  salt  at 
the  island  of  Sal  Tortuga  ;  and  also  to  cut,  load,  and 
bring  away  logwood  and  mahogany  in  and  from  the 
bay  of  Honduras  and  its  rivers ;  and  to  build  on  the 
ahores  store  houses  and  magazines  for  the  wood  cutters 
and  their  families  in  the  extent  ceded  to  his  Britan- 
nick  majesty  by  the  seventeenth  article  of  the  defini- 
tive treaty,  concluded  at  Paris  the  10th  day  of  Februa- 
ry, 1763;  or,  in  as  great  extent  as  can  be  obtained. 

Resolved,  That  a  letter  be  written  to  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  these  states  at  the  court  of  France, 
desiring  him  to  take  the  most  effectual  means  for  sup- 
plying the  ministers  appointed  to  treat  with  his  catho^ 
lick  majesty,  and  with  his  Britannick  majesty,  and  their 
secretaries,  with  two  thousand  Louis  d^ors,  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  proportion  to  their  respective  salaries,  and 
giving  the  strongest  assurances  to  the  said  minister 
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that  Congress  will  immediately  take  measures  for  re- 
placing the  said  sum,  as  well  as  for  establishing  a  fund 
in  Europe  for  the  future  support  of  all  the  embassies 
from  these  states. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  minister  apfK>inted  to 
treat  with  his  catholick  majesty  advance  or  procure 
advances  of  money  to  be  made  upon  necessary  occa- 
sions for  the  relief  of  distressed  Americans,  he  shall 
be  reimbursed  and  indemnified  for  such  advances. 

The  committee  having  reported,  That  it  appears  to 
them  that  a  loan  may  be  obtained  in  Holland — 

Resolved,  That  a  proper  person  be  authorized  and 
instructed  to  negotiate  that  business  on  behalf  of  the 
United  States. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  nomi- 
nating, and  Thursday  next  for  electing,  a  proper  per- 
son to  negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
foregoing  report,  prepare  a  letter  to  the  minister  pleni- 
potentiary of  these  United  States  at  the  court  of 
France. 

OCTOBER  16,  1779. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States,  at  the 
court  of  France  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  agreed 
to,  as  follows : 

SIR, 

Congress  have  appointed  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
esquire,  minister  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  trea- 
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ty  of  amity  and  commerce,  and  of  alliance  between 
Iris  catholicit  majesty  and  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca ;  and  the  honourable  John  Adams,  esquire,  minister 
plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace,  and 
a  treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain.  The  ho- 
nourable William  Carmichael,  esquire,  is  appointed 
secretary  to  the  first,  and  the  honourable  Francis  Dana, 
esquire,  secretary  to  the  last  mentioned  embassy.  Mr. 
Jay  and  Mr.  Carmichael  will  embark  on  board  the 
Confederacy,  continental  ship  of  war,  now  in  Dela- 
ware, ready  to  sail  for  France.  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr. 
Dana  will  probably  take  their  passages  on  board 
La  Sensible,  one  of  his  most  christian  majesty^s  fri- 
gates, in  the  harbour  of  Boston.  The  salaries  annex- 
ed to  these  appointments,  respectively,  are  two  thou- 
saud  five  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum  to  the 
ministers,  and  one  thousand  pounds  sterling  to  the 
secretaries.  And,  in  order  to  enable  these  gentlemen 
to  enter  without  embarrassment  upon  the  duties  of 
their  several  functions,  I  am  authorized,  by  an  act  of 
Congress  of  the  15th  instant,  a  certified  copy  of  which 
will  accompany  this,  to  request  you,  sir,  to  take  the 
most  effectual  means  for  supplying  them  with  two  thou- 
sand Louis  d'ors  in  distributions  proportioned  to  their 
respective  salaries,  and  to  assure  you,  on  the  faith  of 
Congress,  that  speedy  and  proper  measures  will  be 
adopted  both  for  repaying  that  sum,  and  for  establish- 
ing a  fund  for  the  future  support  of  all  the  embassies  of 
Aese  United  States  in  Europe. 

You  will  likewise  find  enclosed  a  certified  copy  of 
an  act  of  Congress  of  the  4th  instant,  by  which  you 
will  be  informed  that  your  salary  is  aho  to  be  two 
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thoutaQd  five  hwdrtd  poniuls  attptiog  ptr  aimMi ;  Md 
that  John  Laiwens,  esquire,  a  memher  ef  die  hoiiae  of 
representatives  far  the  state  of  Soutk  Cereli«a,  ani 
tieatenani  celoael  in  ihe  armjr  ef  the  Ueited  States,  i| 
appointed  by  Ceogresa  to  be  secretary  to  the  i 
plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of  France. 

I  have  the  honoiir  tgi  he,  &€• 


OCTOBER  ^5,  1779, 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  noMinatiott  of  a  proper 
person  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  HoUand ;  apd  Ifr.  Jobft 
Adams  was  put  in  nominatioQ  by  G.  Morris. 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens^  by  Mr.  Mathews. 

Mr.  Woodbury  Langdon,  by  Mr.  Sharpe. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mv.  Ma- 
thews, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appoialed 
to  prepare  instructions  to  the  person  who  may  be  ewr 
powered  to  negotiate  a  foreign  loan. 

The  members  chosen-^Mr^  Morris,  Mr*  Matbewip 
and  Mr.  Gerry. 

OCTOBER  2t,  1779^ 

The  committee  appoiqted  to  prepare  instoieliowi  te 
the  person  who  may  be  equpowered  to  negelii^te  e 
foreign  loan  brought  in  a  report. 

Ordered,  That  it  be  tajcen  iaio  coosideratioft  es 
Monday  neit. 


HM^} 


prdcMded  to  Ak  dection  of  a  peiMn  to 
negotiate  a  loan  in  HoUaod;  aad  Um  ballots  beiog 
tebeov 
The  lonoorablf  Heorj  Lanreii^  e«iiii#t^  was  eleot- 

OCTOBER  88,  1?r«- 

Congress  took  into  coosideralion  the  report  of  (be 
committee  on  instructions  to  the  person  appointed  to 
negotiate  a  loan  in  Holland :  Whereupon, 

ResolFody  That  he  be  instructed  to  borrow  a  sum 
not  exceeding  ten  million  dollars,  at  the  lowest  rate 
possible^  not  exceeding  six  per  cent,  per  annum* 

Resolved,  That  he  be  empowered  to  eoiplojr,  on 
the  best  terms  in  his  power,  some  proper  mercantile  or 
banking  house  in  the  city  of  Amsterdam,  or  elsewhere, 
in  the  United  I^rovinces  of  th$  low  tountries,  to  assist 
id  the  proddriftig  of  loans,  to  receive  and  pay  the  fiio- 
Mej  borrowed^  to  keep  the  accoinits,  a^  to  pay  the 
iiilereab 

That  he  be  also  empowered  to  pledg0  the  faith  of 
ibA  United  Slatesi  by  exeiulidg  sueh  securities  or  obli- 
gitiolis  for  tbe  paymont  of  the  non^y  as  be  may  think 
propel  )  aiMl  also  that  tbo  kite^e^t  shall  not  be  rediro- 
«d|  A«r  the  prin6i(hil  patd^  during  tbe  lertn  for  which 
tbe  same  shall  have  been  borrowed,  without  the  Con* 
sent  of  the  lenders,  or  their  representatives. 

That  he  be  directed  to  give  notice  to  Congress  of 
any  loan  made  by  him,  or  under  his  authority,  and  to 
direct  the  house  by  him  employed  to  accept  and  pay 
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the  billn  of  exchange  which  may  be  drawn  under  the 
aothority  of  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  a  commissioner  be  appointed,  and 
famished  with  instructions  for  entering  into  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
low  countries* 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  a  commission  for  the  person  appointed  to 
negotiate  a  loan  in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low 
countries,  and  also  instructions  for  the  person  to  be 
appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity,  and  com- 
merce with  the  said  provinces,  and  a  commissioa  for 
that  purpose. 

The  members  chosen — ^Mr  Mathews,  Mr.  Houston, 
and  Mr.  Morris. 

OCTOBER  30,  1779. 

Mr.  H.  Laurens  was  nominated  by  Mr  Marcfaant  to 
be  appointed  a  commissioner  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
low  countries. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission 
for  the  person  appointed  to  negotiate  a  loan  in  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  brought  in  a 
draft,  which,  being  read  and  amended,  was  agreed  to 
as  follows : 
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The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, to  the  Honourable  Henry  Laarens,  Esquire, 
Delegate  from  the  state  of  South  CaroUnai  and 
formerly  President  of  Congress,  Greeting* 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
patriotiem,  ability,  conduct  and  fidelity,  do  by  these 
presents  constitute  and  appoint  you  the  said  Heary 
Laurens,  duriag  our  pleasure,  oar  ageat,  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  said  United  States,  to  negotiate  a  loan 
with  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politick  and  corpo- 
rate, promising  in  good  faith  to  ratify  and  confirm 
wfaatsDevor  shall  by  you  be  done  in  the  premises,  or 
relating  thereunto. 

Witness,  His  Excellency  Samuel   Huntington,  Es- 
quire, President  of  the.  Congress  of  the  United 
States  of  Aoiertca  at  Philadelphia,  the 
day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 

and  in  the 
year  of  ouiF  independence. 

Attest. 

Sec'y. 
f 

NOVEMBER  1,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commis- 
sioner to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce 
with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries ;  and 
tbe  ballots  being  taken, 


The  hoQoiirable  Henry  Laurens,  esquire,  was  elect* 
ed. 

A  motion  was  made  hf  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Fell, 

That  Mr.  Laurens  be  allowed  a  salary  at  the  rate  of 
sterling  in  full  for  his  services  and 
expenses. 

A  motion  wM  fMide  by  Mn  flbemiM,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Peabody,  to  strike  out,  <^  in  full  for  bii  senricH 
**and,"  and  to  insert,  '^  o?cr  aad  aboTe  bis  mbmhi^ 
•«  ble.»' 

And  on  the  qoestioti,  Shall  the  wordi  uorcd  to  be 
•truok  out,  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  b«iag  reqvireA  by 
Mr.  Morris*- 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,       No. )  jr 
Mr.  Langdon,       Ko*  5 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell,  No. ) 

Mr.  Holten,  No.  S  No. 

Blr.  Partridge,      No.  y 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant,  ^Ar. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,        No.  ^ 

Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  >  Ar. 
Mr.  Root,  Ay.) 

New  York,  Mr.  Morris,  Ay. )  *  ^ 

Mr^  Lewis,  Ay.5^^- 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Witbetapoon,  No.^ 

Mr.  Scudder,         No.  I  u^ 
Mr.FelK  Ay.  f*^- 

Mr.  Houston,       No.  J 


Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North  Qur^Hni^ 


Mr*  fiearlev  Na  > 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No«>  No* 
Mr*  Wynkoop,      Ay.) 


.  Mr.  Plater* 
Mr.  Forbefti 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  tlaroet^ 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


South  Oaralkui)        Mr*  Mftihews, 


>-Ar.x 


So  k  waf  retolred  in  the  affirJiiative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Pell, 

That  the  blank  h«  filled  with  Urn  words '« fifteen 
«  hundred." 

On  the  queation  to  agree  to  thist  ^  J^aa  wd  oays 
beiA^  reqjQired  by  Mr«  Monris-^ 


New  Huppi^Qi      Mr..  P^abodyi 
Mr.  Langdon, 

MMStdwaetts  Bey,  Mr*  Lonell^ 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr.  Partridge, 

Mr*  Marchant, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 


No.> 
Ay.  5 

Ay^> 
Ay.>  Ar. 
Ay.V 


DlVIDfiD. 


Mr.  Sherman,        Ay.  ^ 
Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.V  Ay. 
Mr«Root,  Ay.  3 


Mr.  Morris, 
Mr*  Lewis, 


g:i»»- 


IHow.i, 


NewJerKOTt  ' 

PeDDsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Wilh^rapoon^AyA 
Mr.  Scndder,        Ay.  I  * 
Mr.  Fell,  Ay.  p^* 

Mr.  Houston,        Ay  .J 


Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews, 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

And  on  the  question, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Laurens  be  allowed  a  salary  at 
the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum 
in  full  for  his  services  and  expenses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Mor- 
ris, 

Resolved,  that  the  marine  committee  be  directed  to 
make  like  provision  for  the  passage  of  Mr.  Laurens  to 
Europe,  as  was  directed  to  be  made  for  Afessrs.  Jay 
and  Adams. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Griffin, 

That,  whenever  by  the  death  of  any  minister  of  the 
United  States,  his  secretary  shall  exercise  the  office  of 
charge  des  affaires,  or  resident,  such  secretary  be 
allowed  at  and  after  the  rate  of  fifteen  hundred  pounds 


irmj 


FMM6M  AITAIRS; 


SM 


tkfflMg  ^i^.^iiiHlni;  iA  AiR  for  bi^r  services  a^d  Ex- 
penses. 

On  wMeb  tHef  pretiouir  qiMtion  was  moved  by  Mr. 
Seudder,  seconded^ l)|;^  Hi^.  Holfen  ;  and  on  the  qnestiod 
to  a^el  i&  Ae  preribus  question,  the  yea^  and  nay^ 
IMng  required  by  Kf.  Hoi'ris— i- 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Langdon, 


Ay.? 
Ay.  5 


Masiacfamttp  Bby,  Mr;  L6^dll) 
Mr.  I|oUen[f 


M^r.  Partridge, 


No< 
Ay 

Ay 


7 

.VAi 


At. 


Ay, 


Connecticut, 

l^ew  Tork, 
New  Jfersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland; 
Kortb  Carolina, 


Mr.  Sherman,        Ay.  ^ 
Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  >  Ar. 
Mr.  Root,  Ay.  3 


Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


No. 
Ay 


:] 


DnnoBD. 


Mr.  Wiiherspoon,Ay.^ 

Mr.  Scodder,  Ay.  I  .^ 

Mr.  Fell,  Ay.  p^' 

Mr.  Houston,  Ay. J 

Mr.  Searle,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg)  Ay*  >  At. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay. ) 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Harnet, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews,. 


No!  ]  '^'V'^"- 

^J;JDivim0. 

>Ay. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  afl&rinative,  and  the  motion 
was  set  aside. 
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pa  motion  of  Mr.  Scudder,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lang* 
don, 

.  Resolired,  That  Mr»  Laurens  be  authorized.  Co  em- 
ploy a  proper  secretary  upon  the  most  reasonable 
terms,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  three  hundred  pouo^fr 
sterling  per  annum,  the  same  being  allowed  to  bis 
credit. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  commission 
for  the  commissioner  appointed  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce  with  the  United  Proyinces  of  the 
low  countries,  brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  agreed  to 
as  follows  : 


The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, to  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send 
greeting : 

Whereas  an  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  and  the  citi- 
zens of  these  United  States,  founded  on  the  principles 
of  equality  and  reciprocity,  may  be  of  mutual  advan- 
tage to  both  nations : 

Know  ye,  therefore,  That  we,  confiding  in  the  in- 
tegrity, prudence  and  ability  of  the  honourable  Henry 
Laurens,  esquire,  delegate  from  the  state  of  South 
CaroKna,  and  formerly  President  of  Congress,  have 
nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  him  the 
said  Henry  Laurens  our  commissioner,  giving  him  full 
power, -general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to 
confer,  treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  the  person  or 
persons  rested  with  equal  powers,  by  the  states  gene- 
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ral  of  (b€  sakf  United.  Provinces,  of  and  concerning  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  \  and  whatever  shall  be 
so  agreed  and  concluded,  for  us  and  in  our  name,  to 
sign,  and  thereupon  to  make  such  treaty,  conventions 
and  agreements  as  he  shall  judge  conformable  to  the 
ends  we  have  in  view ;  hereby  promising  in  good  (aitb^ 
that  we  will  accept,  ratify  and  execute  whatever  shall 
be  agreed,  concluded  and  signed  by  our  said  commis* 
sioner. 

In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  presents 
to  be  given  in  Congress  at  Philadelphia,  the  first 
day  of  November,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-nine,  and  in 
the  fourth  year  of  our  independence. 

NOVEMBER  5, 1779. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Gerry,  to  reconsider  the  resolution  of  the  1st  in- 
instant,  authorizing  Mr.  Laurens  to  employ  a  secretary, 
so  far  as  to  alter  the  salary  from  three  hundred  to  a 
sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  pounds  sterling. 

On  the  question,  Shall  the  resolution  be  recon^ 
sidered,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Morris — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabody,        Ay.  >  - 
Mr.  Langdon,        Ay.  5  ^^• 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.  >  . 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  $  ^^• 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Marchant,  ^Ar.. 


Jf ew  Yorfc,  Mr.  Morrtt,  No. )  ^^ 

Mr,|Lewi8,  Na.$^^- 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Scadder,         Aj.'i 


Peonsylvanifty 


Mr.  FdJ,  No.VNe. 

BJr.  ftpustpn,  No.) 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  >  * 

Mr.  Wyojcoop,  Ay.  I  ^''• 


Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  No.  \  ^^ 

Mr.  Forbes,  No.  5  ^''• 

North  Carolint,        Mr.  ^net,  No.  )  p,^,^^^^ 

South  Caroling,      ^  Mr.  Mathews,  )>^At. 

So  it  was  reaolvpd  in  the  a$rouitive. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hoi- 
ten,  the  word  *^  three''  was  ^trqck  QVlU 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Mathews,  seconded 
l^  Mr.  Holten,  that  the  word  <^  five''  be  inserted. 

When  the  qurestion  was  about  to  be  pat,  the  detei- 
ipination  thereof  was  postponed  by  the  atate  of  New- 
York, 

NOVEMBER  6,1779. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion,  the  deter- 
mination of  which  was  yesterday  postponed,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Ikf  r.  Morris — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Peabodj,  ^At. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry,  Ay 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay. 

Mr.  Partridge,       Ay 


.J  At. 


ITML] 


fwnsif  AffeAiii. 


Rhode  Ida^i}, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania  9 
Maryl^9<)i 
North  Carolina, 


No. 
No, 

Ay 
No 
No, 


Mr.  llMthaiit, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr^  Levis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Searle,  Ay. ) 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  5 


Mr.  Plattr, 

Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Hamet, 
Mr.  Sbarpe,* 


No. 


South  Car<4inaf        Mr.  Mathews, 


>At. 
•  j  DmoBo. 


No. 
Ay, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morris,  seconded  by  Mr.  Gerry, 

Resolved,  that  the  words  ^  the  same  be  allowed  to 
his  credit,?^  be  struck  out. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  resolution  as 
amended,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  recjuired  by  Mr. 
Morris — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Langdon, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 
Mr«  Partridge, 


Rhode  Island, 
New  York, 


Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Morr^, 
Mr.  Lewis, 
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New  Jersey,  Mr,  Scudder, 

Mr.  Fell 


Mr.  Houston. 


dder,         Ay. ) 
,  fioS  Ay. 

iston,        ^7*  J 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Searie,  Ay.  )   . 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  5  ^^- 


:\ 


No. 


Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  No. 

Mr.  Forbes,  No, 

North  Carolina,        Mr.  Harnet,  No.  >  n  „ 

Mr.  Sharpe,  Ay.  5  ^'^*»*^- 

South  Carolina,        Mr.  Mathews,  ^Ar. 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Laurens  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  proper  secretary  upon  the  most  reasonable 
terms,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  five  hundred  pounds 
sterling  per  annum. 


NOVEMBER  8,  1779. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Laurens,  seconded  by  Mr.  Pea- 
body, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
instructions  to  the  person  appointed  to  negotiate  a  loan 
in  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  be  in- 
structed to  prepare  the  form  of  *a  letter  to  the  ministers 
plenipotentiary  to  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid, 
directing  them  to  inform  his  most  christian  majesty, 
and  his  catbolick  majesty,  of  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Laurens  for  negotiating  a  loan  in  the  United  Provinces 
of  the  low  countries,  and  to  solicit  the  aid  of  their 
majesties  on  that  occasion. 

The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne,  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France,  having  on  the  4th  transmitted  to  Con- 


im.} 
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gress  a  copy  of  the  letter  of  ci^ence  from  Us  moat 
christiao  majelity,  and  of  the  speech  be  iotcnds  to  make 
at  his  publick  audience,  the  same  were  referred  to  Mrf 
Morris,  Mr.  Dickinson  and  Mr.  Houston,  who,  on  the 
6th,  reported  the  draft  of  ah  answer,  which  was  this 
day  taken  into  consideration* 

And  on  debating  this  clause,  ^^His  most  christian 
^'  majesty,  by  patronising  the  liberty  and  independence 
^^  of  America,  justly  acquired  the  name  of  protector  of 
^'  the  rights  of  mankind'' — 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mn 
Partridge,  to  strike  out  the  words  "  by  patronising  the 
^  liberty  and  independence  of  America,''  and  in  lieu 
thereof  to  insert "  has ;"  and  on  the  question.  Shall  the 
words  moved  to  be  struck  out,  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays' 
being  required  by  Mr.  Gefry — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Peabody, 
Mr.  Langdon, 


hVIDED. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Gerry, 

Mr.  Partridge, 


Rhode  Island, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 


Mr.  Marchant, 

Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Divided. 


Ay.; 


Mr.  Ailee, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.S^  Ay. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,      Ay. 


Mr.  M'Kean, 


>^At. 


Mc«  Forbes^ 
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yirghiii,  Mr.  Oriflhi,  >>At.  x 

North  Carolina,       Ifr.  Hamet,  ^-At.  x 

Soath  Carolina,       Mr.  Mathews,  ^At. 

So,  it  waa  resolved  in  the  iiffiriiiaUve. 
The  answer^  being  debated  by  paragraphay  Wat* 
agreed  to. 

NOVEMBER  12,  1779. 

The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  having  transmitted  to 
Congress  another  copy  of  the  speech  he  intends  to 
make  at  his  publick  audience,  the  same  was  read: 
Whereupon, 

Resolved^  That  the  resolution  of  the  8th,  to  agree  to 
the  draft  of  an  answer  reported  by  a  committee,  be 
reconsidered  4  and  that  the  report  and  the  paper  from 
the  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three. 

The  members — Mr.  Morris,  Mr.  Houston  and  Mr. 
Dickinson. 

On  the  13th,  the  committee  reported  an  answer, 
which  was  agreed  to. 

And  the  Wednesday  following  was  assigned  for  the 
publick  audience. 

[S68  tb«  publick  joniMl  of  ITth  N#¥«mber,  1779.} 
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JANUARY  25,  1780. 

On  the  25th  of  January,  17dO,  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  France  transmitted  to  Congress  the  fol- 
lowing memorial : 

Philadelphia,  January  25,  1780. 
The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  has  received 
express  orders  from  tbeiking  his  master  to  inform  Con- 
gress, that  the  present  sitaarion  of  the  affairs  of  the 
alliance  in  Europe  announces  the  necessity  of  another 
campaign,  which  is  indispensable  to  bring  England  to 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  independence  of  the  thirteen 
United  States,  which  is  the  essential  purpose  of  the 
present  war.^  That  power  is  makiog  preparations  the 
most  proper  for  continuing  the  war  with  vigour,  and 
appears  willing  to  employ,  in  the  course  of  this  year, 
all  the  means  possible  to  procure  reparation,  by  some 
important  enterprise,  for  the  losses  it  has  already  sus* 
tained.  Congress  cannot  doubt  but  that,  in  this  situa- 
tion of  affairs,  bis  most  christian  majesty  and  the  king 
of  Spain  have  concerted  plans  to  maintain  that  supe- 
riority by  $^a,  which  has  begun  to  appear  in  their  fa- 
vour ;  and  the  underwritten  baa  reason  to  believe,  that 
the  United  States  have  nothing  to  desire  of  their  ally, 
touching  the  use  he  is  making  of  the  resources  of  his 
realm,  apd  the  efficacy  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
cabinets  of  Versailles  and  Madrid.  But  while  this 
powerful  diversion  retains  in  Europe  and  the  West 
Indies  the  greater  part  of  the  land  and  sea  forces  of 
the  common  enemy,  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that  the 
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United  States,  on  their  part,  should  make  efforts  propor- 
tionable to  the  greatness  pf  the  object  for  which  they 
are  contending.  The  only  meiMis  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  calamities  of  the  war  is  to  push  it  wiUi  new  vigour  3 
to  take  effectual  measures  immediately  for  oompletiof 
the  army,  and  putting  it  in  condition  to  begia  an  eiurly 
campaign.  -  It  is  also  necessary  to  concert,  as  far  as  the 
distance  of  places  will  permit,  a  plan  of  common  opera* 
tions ;  and. this  is  one  of  the  principal  points  on  which 
the  underwritten  minister  is  ordered  to  consuk  with 
Congress.  He  is  also  ordered  to  assure  this  assembly 
that  the  king,  being  informed  of  the  wants  of  the 
American  army,  with  respect  to  arms  and  ammunillony 
has  commanded  his  ministers  to  make  suitable  Mrrange* 
ments  for  supplying  them*  It  is  necessary  that  the 
underwritten  minister  should  confer  with  Congress  on 
the  subjects  just  mentioned.  Besides,  he  has  some 
particuUr  circumstances  to  comiminicate  relative  to 
the  present  or  probable  state  of  the  negotiations  ;  and 
he  desires  that  this  assembly  will  be  pleased  to  inform 
him  in  what  manner  they  will  receive  the  eommuaica* 
tion,  the  subject  of  which,  as  welt  as  the  plan  of  ope* 
rations  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  requires  the  meet 
profound  secrecy.  In  the  mean  while,  he  now  only  as- 
sures Congress,  that  in  the  whole  course  of  the  nego- 
tiations carried  on  last  year,  the  king  would  not  listen 
to  either  peace  or  truce,  without  an  assurance  of  some 
sort,  of  the  independence  of  the  United  Slates. 

LE  CHEV.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 


tm^  rousam  As^fAiM^ 


JANUARY  26. 1780. 

Unsolved,  That  a  committeee  of  seven  be  appoint- 
ed to  receive  the  communications  of  the  honourable 
the*  kninister  of  Prance. 

The  members — ^Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  R.  R.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Griffin 
and  Mr.  M'Kean. 

JANUARY  3a,  1780. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  communi- 
cations of  the  minister  of  France,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  and  summary : 

No.  1. 

Extract  of  a  despatch  from  lord  Weymouth  to  lord 
Grantham,  dated  March  16,  1770. 

My  language  to  the  marquis  of  Almodavar,  flowiag 
from  my  ardent  desire  of  peace,  has  gona  too  far,  and 
iaikd  in  precision,  if  it  imported  a  disposition  to  ez-> 
change  the  royal  honour  and  oianilest  flights,  for  a 
decent  exterior  and  plausible  temperature.  Let 
France  propose  her  complaints,  pretensions,  or  points 
of  any  kind  whatever,  and  an  adequate  answer  will  be 
given  :  Or  let  there  be  a  truce  for  a  certain  time  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  France,  during  which  period 
the  pretensions  of  one  and  the  other  may  be  adjusted 
through  the  good  offices  of  his  catholick  majesty.  Let 
the  colonies  propose  their  complaints,  and  the  condi- 


^ 
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lions  for  their  security  and  caution  By  wUch  may  be 
re-established  the  continuance  and  authority  of  a  law- 
fuf  govemoient ;  we  shall  then  see  if  we  can  come  to  a 
direct  and  immediate  agreement.  Or,  if  they  also  pre- 
fer the  method  abovementioned,  let  there  be^  likewise 
a  truce  made  with  North  America,  that  is,  a  real  trocei 
and  effective  suspension  of  hostilities,  during  which 
the  liberty  and  effects  of  all  sorts  and  classes  of  per- 
sons may  be  re-established  and  secured,  and  all  vio- 
lence suspended  on  one  side  and  the  other,  against 
the  respective  individuals  and  the  estates  or  effects 
they  possess*  In  these  truces  the  French  may  treat 
of  their  own  peculiar  matters  without  giving  the  um- 
brage which  would  be  inevitable  if  they  mixed  in  the 
negotiation  their  own  particular  advantages  with  the 
supposed  interests  of  those  whom  France  affects  to 
call  her  allies :  And  his  Britannick  majesty  may  es- 
tablish the  government  of  his  own  dominions,  without 
the  disagreeable. circumstance  of  receiving  the  con- 
ditions relative  thereto  from  the  hands  of  a  declared 
enemy. 

No.  2. 

The  ultimatum  of  the  propositions  made  by  the 
catholick  king  to  the  two  courts  of  Paris  and  Lon- 
don. 

If  these  openings  or  propositions  had  come  imme-^ 
diately  after  the  king  bad  made  bis  for  the  forming  of 
a  plan  of  reconciliation,  many  difficulties  might  have 
been  removed,  or  adjusted,  by  the  modifications  which 
it  might  have  been  practicable  to  have  negotiated,  if 
reciprocal  good  faith  had  existed,  and  a  confidence  to 
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coodkklea  peace.  But  having  lost  more  thaa  two 
Boothft'  tiae,  witboot  mntioniDg  what  had  been  use- 
lesilj  spent  bejfore,  and  that  daring  this  interval  there 
was  no  cessation  in  great  preparations  for  war,  bub- 
pkcions  inevitably  arise,  that  the  object  of  England  is 
to  coosmne  the  remaining  months  of  the  campaign,  and 
to  continue  the  war  with  vigour.  If  this  be  the  case, 
every  attempt  of  the  king  will  be  useless  towards 
establishing  concord  between  the  belligerent  powers* 
Nevertheless  his  majesty,  willing  to  give  the  last  proof 
of  his  love  of  humanity,  and  to  demonstrate  that  be 
has  left  nothing  undone  to  impede  and  put  a  stop  to 
the  calamities  of  war,  has  commanded  that  the  fol- 
lowing plan  be  proposed  to  the  two  courts,  which  on 
his  part  is  the  tJtimahm  of  his  negotiation  :  That 
there  shall  be  a  suspension  of  arms  with  France 
without  limitation,  and  under  this  condition— ^hat  nei« 
th^r  of  the  belligerent  powers  shall  break  it  without 
giving  the  other  one  year's  previous  notice.  That 
with  a  view  that  thb  suspension  of  hostilities  may 
re-establish  reciprocal  security  and  goodiSaith  between 
the  two  crowns,  there  shall  be  a  general  disarming, 
within  one  month,  in  all  the  European  ;  within  four,  in 
thoise  of  America ;  and  within  eight,  or  one  year,  in 
the  most  remote  parts  of  Africa  and  Asia.  That  in 
the  space  of  one  month  a  place  shall  be  fixed  upon,  in 
which  the  plenipotentiaries  of  the  two  courts  shall 
meet  to  treat  of  a  definitive  adjustment  of  peace,  re- 
gulate the  respective  restitutions  or  compensations 
necessary  in  consequence  of  the  reprisals  that  have 
been  made  without  any  declaration  of  war,  and  to 
settle  such  matters  of  complaint  or  pretensions,  as  the 
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me  crown  mny  hkrt  sgaiioil  the  other  { le  Ae ; 
irfMiiMBt  of  whkh  end)  Che  khig  will  oentfeM  his  m« 
dhitioA ;  end  does  noWi  fer  the  holdiag  ^  this  eee* 
gresi,  meke  an  offer  of  the  city  of  Medrid^  Thats  lilee 
f uspension  of  bostiltties  sbatl  be  sepen^tely  greeted  bf 
the  king  of  Great  Briuiii  to  the  Anerioeii  coleiifes) 
throBgh  Ihe  intercession  atid  mediecioii  of  his  catbeh'dt 
eialesty,  to  whom  the  king  of  Greet  Britain  shell  pro> 
mise  the  observenee  thereof^  and  with  the  eoftdUtoa 
not  to  break  it,  wilheot  giving  his  oiajesty  one  jeer's 
previous  notice,  in  order  that  he  toay  comoianicate  the 
seme  to  the  said  American  provinces  t  And  that  tbers 
be  a  reclprocai  disarming,  tlie  same  as  with  France, 
in  the  same  times  and  places,  regulating  the  limits  that 
shall  not  be  passed  by  the  one  or  the  other  party,  with 
respect  to  the  places  they  auiy  respectively  occupy 
at  the  tisEie  of  ratifying  this  amngemeet^  Thee  for 
setding  these  particobrs  and  others  relative  to  the 
stability  of  the  si^  suspension,  and  the  effefis  it  may 
produce  while  it  subsists,  there  shall  be  sent  io  Ma- 
drid one  or  anore  commissaries  on  behatf  of  the  cob-^ 
nics ;  and  his  Britannick  majesty  shall  also  send  his, 
under  the  mediation  of  the  king,  if  necessary ;  and 
that  in  the  mean  time,  the  colonies  shall  be  treeted  as 
mdependent  in  fact.  Finally,  in  case  all  the  belli* 
gerent  powers,  or  any  one  of  them,  or  if  only  the  sakl 
colonies  demand  that  the  treaties,  or  agreements,  vrhich 
shall  be  concluded,  be  guarantied  by  these  powers  and 
by  Spain,  the  same  shall  be  done.  And  the  catholick 
king  now  makes  an  offer  of  his  guarantee  to  these  pre- 
liminaries. 
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Extract  of  an  answer  of  the  court  of  London  to  the 
propositions  contained  in  the  ultimatum  of  Spain; 
dated  May  4,  1779. 

The  proposttioqa  of  the  catholjck  Img  twd  jirecUy 
to  tb«  eqd  which  S^alo  had  propo«edf  1^  fom,  firom 
the  pretfinsioas  of  the  coloai^f  to  ic^^p^adewa,  om 
QOQMOOO  caii9Q  wUb  them  auA  with  FraoQcw  (f  Hm 
cooditiQOA  which  tho  c^urt  of  Var^ailkshsMi  coBMPiua* 
cat#d  to  hi«  cathoUck  miy^siy  do  mt  present  luheuor 
aspect  thao  (his  for  the  treaty,  ;»r  do^  «io(  oStr  \m$ 
imperious  and  loss  unoqual  tarms,  the  ki^  of  Great 
^itain  has  only  to  lamant  that  he  finds  the  hopes  bm^ 
tjrattadt  which  he  had  always  coocaiF^d,  of  a  happf 
restocatton  of  peacq,  as  weU  for  bis  awn.4Miiyects^  aa 
the  world  in  ganefsj* 

A  aammary  of  the  communications  made  by  the 
mifiJsCier  lo,  the  eramtitfee,  and  by  them  reported 
to  Cm^ss,  Janoary  ^8,  17B0. 

The  minister  of  France  inrormed  the  committee^, 
that  he  bad  it  in  command  from  hia  king  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  Congress,  That  the  British  cabinet 
have  an  almost  insuperable  reluctance  to  admit  the  idea 
of  the  independence  of  these  United  Stales,  and  will  Use 
every  possible  endeavour  to  prevent  it.  That  they  have 
filled  several  of  the  courts  of  Europe  with  negotiations, 
io  order  to  excite  them  to  a  war  against  France,  or  to 
obtain  succours ;  and  are  employing  the  most  strenu- 
ous endeavours  to  persuade  the  several  powers  tbat^ 
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the  United  States  are  disposed  to  enter  into  treaties  of 
accoDWiodation*  That  many  persons  in  Europe  are 
actually  employed  in  bringing  such  treaties  to  perfec- 
tion ;  and  that  they  have  no  doubt  of  their  success* 
That  the  objects  which  the  British  cabinet  hope  for 
from  those  measures  are,  to  destroy  the  superiority 
which  France  has  now  at  sea,  by  diverting  her  powers 
and  resources  from  naval  to  land  of^rations,  and  by 
engaging  her  in  a  land  war,  where  she  must  risk  very 
important  interests,  while  England  would  risk  nothing 
but  money ;  or  to  break,  or  weaken  the  alliance,  by 
destroying  the  confidence  which  the  allies  ought  to 
have  in  each  other*  That  his  most  christian  majesty 
gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of  Britain  relative  to 
the  disposition  of  the  United  States;  and  it  is  neces-^ 
sary  that  measures  be  taken  fof  the  preventing  of  other 
powers  Item  being  deceived  into  a  belief  of  them. 
That  the  negotiations  of  Britain,  as  far  as  could  yet  be 
learned,  had  not  succeeded*  That  the  dispositions  of 
all  the  European  powers  are,  as  £ir  as  can  be  known, 
very  friendly  to  France ;  but  some  of  them  may  be  en- 
gaged in  secret  treaties  with  Britain,  which  may  oblige 
them,  in  some  event,  to  assist  her  with  troops  even 
against  their  inclinations*  That  such  event  may  arise, 
and  if  it  should,  it  is  probable  it  will  produce  an  armed 
mediation,  the  consequences  of  which  would  be,  that 
the  allies  must  accept  of  the  terms  proposed  by  the 
mediator,  or  continue  the  war  under  the  disadvantage 
of  having  the  forces  of  the  mediator  united  with  those 
of  their  enemies.  That,  in  such  event,  it  is  possible 
the  terms  proposed  will  be -such  as  Spain  offered,  and 
Britain  rejected,  in  the  last  proposed  mediation*  That, 
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though  the  powers. who  may  be  under  such  engage- 
ments by  treaty  to  Great  Britain,  from  their  friendly 
disposition  towards  his  most  christian  majesty,  may  be 
very,  unwilling  to  give  assistance  to  his  enemies,  yet 
they  may  find  it  indispensably,  necessary  in  compli- 
ance  with  their  engagements ;  but  it  is  not  improbable 
that  their  reluctance,  or  the  distance  of  their  dominions, 
may  delay  such  assistance,  if  granted  at  all,  so  as  to  * 
be  too  late  for  the  next  campaign.  That  should  the 
enemy  be  in  possession  of  any  part  of  the  United  Slates, 
at  the  close  of  the  next  campaign,  it  will  be  extremely 
difficult  to  bring  Great  Britain  to  acknowledge  their 
independence;  and  if  a  mediator  should  be  offered, 
while  the  enemy  is  in  possessioa  of  any  part,  an  im- 
partial mediator  could  not  easily  refute  the  arguments 
which  might  be  used  for  its  retaining  such  possessions. 
And  probably  a  mediator  well  disposed  towards  Great 
Britain  might  insist  on  her  holding  them ;  and  if  not 
agreed  to,  the  hostility  of  such  a  mediator  would  be  the 
necessary  consequence.  That  should  Great  Britain 
form  such  alliances,  or  procure  such  aid  as  are  the  ob- 
jects of  her  present  negotiations,  there  will  be  every 
reason  to  fear  a  long  and  an  obstinate  war,  whereo/ 
the  final  event  may  be  doubtful.  That  this  view  of 
affairs  plainly  points  out  the  necessity  for  the  greatest 
possible  vigour  in  the  operations  of  the  next  campaign, 
in  order  to  dispossess  the  enemy  of  every  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  put  them  in  condition  to  treat  of 
peace,  and  accept  of  a  mediation,  with  the  greatest  ad- 
vantage; and  the  preparations  for  it  ought  to  be  as 
speedy  and  as  effectual  as  possible.  That  France  and 
Spain  are  prepared  to  make  a  very  powerful  diversion, 
VOL.  II.  39 
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and  will  exert  tbemeel^s  most  streiMiofisly  for  pve* 
«erviiig  and  ioiproviog  their  naTal  superiority,  aad  te 
eroplojripg  the  powera  of  the  enemy  in  Eerope  end  the 
West  Indies.  The  nioister  dedared,  as  from  hifluelf, 
that  he  doubted  not  his  most  christian  majesty  wiH 
spare  some  ships  to  the  United  States,  if  it  can  be  done 
without  endangering  his  superiority  at  sea;  and  that 
*  an  application  made  to  the  minister  informally  is  more 
eligible  than  to  the  king,  because  it  would  gire  his 
majesty  great  pain  to  refuse  the  request,  tboogh  he 
might  be  in  no  condition  to  grant  it.  That  at  all  events 
supplies  should  be  prepared  on  a  sappositioo  that  At 
ships  will  be  granted ;  and  such  supplies  should  be  put 
into  the  hands  of  the  agent  for  the  mwrine  of  France, 
and  considered  as  the  king's  property* 

He  desires  to  be  informed,  as  fi|r  as  Congresa  may 
deem  proper,  what  force  the  United  States  can  bring 
into  the  field  next  campaign  1  On  what  resouices  they 
rely  for  their  maintenance,  and  necessary  appoint* 
ments  f  And  what  shall  be  the  general  plan  of  the 
campaign,  on  suppojsition  either  of  having,  or  not  hav^ 
ing,  the  aid  of  ships  of  war  ?  He  gives  it  as  Us  opinion, 
that  an  application  for  clothing  may  be  made  to  his 
most  christian  majesty  with  prospect  of  fuccesa;  and 
although  measures  have  been  taken  for  sending  arms 
and  warlike  stores  to  America,  yet  it  wonld  be  prodent 
in  Congress  not  to  neglect  any  other  means  for  fnro* 
curing  those  supplies,  or  supplies  of  clothing. 
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Coogress  takiag  into  coosideratioo  the  foregoing 
eommunicacioDi, 

Resolved,  That  the  following  answer  be  given  to 
the  communicationa  of  the  honourable  the  minister 
plenipottntiary  of  France:  That  Congress  enter- 
lain  the  most  grateful  sense  of  the  unremitting  at- 
tention given  to  the  interests  of  the  United  States  by 
their  illustrious  allj  j  and  consider  the  communications 
made  to  them  by  his  minister  under  his  roajestyV 
special  command  as  equally  wise  and  interesting* 
That  the  confidence  which  they  repose  in  his  majesty, 
in  consequence  of  his  so  generously  interesting  himself 
in  the  affairs  of  these  United  States,  and  the  wisdom 
and  magnanimity  of  bis  councils,  determines  them  to 
give  the  most  perfect  information  in  their  power  of 
their  resources,  their  views  and  their  expectations. 

That  to  this  end^  they  state  as  follows :  That  the 
United  States  have  expectations  on  which  they  can 
rely  with  confidence  of  bringing  into  the  field  an  army 
of  35,000  effective  men,  exclusive  of  commissioned 
officers.  That  this  army  can  be  reinforced  by  militia 
so  as  to  be  in  force  sufficient  for  any  enterprises  against 
the  posts  occupied  by  the  enemy  within  the  United 
States.  That  supplies  of  provisions  for  the  army  in 
its  greatest  number  can  certainly  be  obtained  within 
the  United  States ;  and  the  Congress^  with  the  co- 
operation of  the  several  states,  can  take  effectual 
measures  for  procuring  them  in  such  manner  as  that  no 
operation  |will  be  impeded*    That  provision  also  for 
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such  of  the  forces  of  his  most  christian  majesty  as  may 
be  employed  in  conjunction  or  co-operation  with  those 
of  the  United  States,  can  be  procured  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Congress ;  and  such  provision  shall  be  laid  up 
in  magazines,  agreeably  to  such  instructions  as  his 
majesty's  minister  plenipotentiary  shall  give  ;  and  the 
magazines  shall  be  put  under  the  direction  of  the  agent 
of  the  marine  of  France.  That  Congress  rely  on  the 
contributions  of  the  states  by  taxes,  and  on  monejrs  to 
be  raised  by  internal  loans  for  the  pay  of  the  army. 
That  supplies  of  clothing,  of  tents,  of  arms  and  war- 
like stores,  must  be  principally  obtained  from  foreign 
nations;  and  the  United  States  must  rely  chiefiy  on 
the  assistance  of  their  ally  for  them ;  but  every  other 
means  for  procuring  them  are  already  taken,  and  will 
be  prosecuted  with  the  greatest  diligence.  That  the 
United  States,  with  the  assistance  of  a  competent  naval 
force,  would  willingly,  during  the  next  campaign,  carry 
on  the  most  vigorous  offensive  operations  against  the 
enemy  in  all  the  posts  occupied  by  them  within  the 
United  States.  That  without  such  naval  force,  little 
more  can  be  attempted  by  them  than  straitening  the 
quarters  of  the  enemy,  and  covering  the  interior  parts 
of  the  country.  That  their  forces  must  be  disposed  in 
such  manner  as  to  oppose  the  enemy  with  the  greatest 
effect,  wheresoever  their  most  considerable  operations 
may  be  directed.  That  at  present  the  southern  states 
seem  to  be  their  principal  object,  and  their  design  to 
establish  themselves  in  one  or  more  of  them  ;  but  their 
superiority  at  sea  over  the  United  States  enables  them 
to  change  their  objects  and  operations  with  great 
facilitv,  while  those  of  the  United  States  are  rendered 
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difficult  by  the  great  extent  of  country  they  have  to 
defend.  That  Congrets  are  happy  to  find  that  his  most 
christian  majesty  gives  no  credit  to  the  suggestions  of 
the  British  cabinet  relative  to  the  dispositions  of  the 
United  States,  or  any  of  them,  to  enter  into  treaties  of 
accommodation  with  Great  Britain ;  and  wish  his 
majesty  and  all  the  powers  of  Europe  to  be  assured, 
that  such  suggestions  ai*e  insidious  and  without  foun- 
dation. That  it  will  appear  by  the  constitutions  and 
other  publick  acts  of  the  several  states,  that  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  possessed  of  arms,  possessed  of 
freedom,  possessed  of  political  power  to  create  and 
di^ct  their  magistrates  as  they  think  proper,  are  united 
in  their  determinations  to  secure  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity  the  blessings  of  liberty,  by  supporting 
the  independence  of  their  governments,  and  observing 
their  treaties  and  publick  engagements  with  immove- 
able firmness  and  fidelity.  And  the  Congress  assure 
his  majesty,  that  should  any  individual  in  America  be 
found  base  enough  to  show  the  least  disposition  for 
persuading  the  people  to  the  contrary,  such  individual 
would  instantly  lose  all  power  of  effecting  his  purpose, 
by  forfeiting  the  esteem  and  confidence  of  the  people. 

The  said  committee  report,  That  in  a  second  con- 
ference with  the  honourable  the  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary of  France  he  communicated  to  them — 

That  his  most  christian  majesty,  being  uninformed 
of  the  appointment  of  a  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
treat  of  an  alliance  between  the  United  States  and  his 
catbolick  majesty,  has  signified  to  his  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary to  the  United  States,  that  he   wishes  most 
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•irnef  tly  for  such  an  alliance ;  and  in  older  to  miikt 
the  way  thereto  more  easy^  bat  comaianded  bim  tA 
Commutiicate  to  the  Congress  certain  articles  which 
bii  catholick  majesty  deems  of  ^reat  importance  to  the' 
interests  of  his  crown)  and  on  which  it  is  highly  neces-* 
•ary  that  the  United  States  explain  themselves  with 
precision,  and  with  such  moderation  as  may  consist 
with  their  essential  rights. 

That  4be  articles  are — 

1.  A  precise  and  invariable  western  boundary  to 
the  United  States^ 

3.  The  exclusitre  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi, 
d.  The  possession  of  the  Floridas ;  and 

4.  The  lands  on  the  left  or  eastern  side  of  the  rivet 
Mississippi. 

That  OR  the  first  article)  it  is  the  idea  of  the  cabiaes 
of  Madrid  that  the  United  States  extend  to  the  west-* 
ward  no  farther  than  settlemenu  were  permitted  by  the 
royftl  proclamation  bearing  date  the        day  of 
1763. 

On  the  second,  tbdt  the  United  States  do  not  con- 
sider  themselves  as  having  any  right  to  navigate  the 
river  Mississippi,  no  territory  belonging  to  them  being 
situated  thereon. 

On  the  third,  that  it  is  probable  the  king  of  Spam 
will  conquer  the  Floridas  during  the  cburse  of  the  pre* 
sent  war ;  and  iti  such  event,  every  dtnse  of  dispute 
relative  thereto  between  Spain  And  these  United 
States  ought  to  be  removed. 

On  the  fourth,  that  the  lands  lying  on  the  east  sid« 
of  the  Mississippi,  whereon  the  settlements  were  pro^ 
hibitcd  by  the  aforesaid  proclamation,  are  possessioa* 
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of  tbe  crown  of  Great  Britain,  and  proper  objecti 
against  which  the  arms  of  Spftin  nay  be  employed,  for 
the  purpose  pf  making  a  permanent  conquest  for  tbe 
^Spanish  crown.  That  such  conquest  may,  probably, 
be  made  during  the  present  war.  That  therefore  it 
would  be  advisable  to  restrain  the  southern  states  frop» 
fnaking  any  settlements  or  conquests  in  those  territo- 
ries. That  the  council  ^f  Madrid  consider  tb^  United 
States  as  having  no  claims  to  those  territoriesi  either 
as  not  having  had  po3session  of  them  before  the  prtp 
sent  war,  or  not  having  any  foundation  for  a  claim  in 
the  right  of  the  sovereignty  of  Great  Sritaid,  whose 
dominion  they  have  abjured. 

That  his  most  christian  majesty,  united  to  the  catho* 
lick  king  by  blood  and  by  the  strictest  alliances,  and 
united  with  these  states  in  treaties  of  alliance,  and 
feeling  towards  them  dispositions  of  the  most  perfect 
friendship,  is  exceedingly  desirous  (rf  conciliating  be- 
tween bis  catholick  majesty  and  these  United  States, 
the  most  happy  and  lasting  friendship. 

That  the  United  States  may  repose  the  utmost  con- 
fidence in  his  good  will  to  their  interests,  and  in  tbe 
justice  and  liberality  of  his  catholick  majesty ;  and  that 
he  cannot  deem  the  revolution  which  has  set  up  the  in- 
dependence of  these  United  States  as  past  all  danger 
of  unfavourable  events,  until  his  catholick  majesty  and 
the  United  States  shall  be  established  on  those  terms 
of  confidence  and  amity  which  are  the  objects  of  his 
most  christiaa  majesty's  very  earliest  wishes. 


31S  SECRET  JOURNAL.  [May  19, 


APRIL  15,  1780. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Forbes,  Mr.  Ma- 
thews and  Mr.  Houston,  to  whom  was  referred  a  re- 
port of  the  commissioners  of  accounts  of  the  25th 
October,  1779,  on  the  accounts  of  the  honourable  John 
Adams,  late  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  report — 

That  they  do  not  find  any  vote  or  proceeding  of 
Congress,  nor  are  they  informed  of  any  general  or  re- 
ceived custom,  on  which  the  charge  of  moneys  for  the 
education  of  the  accomptant's  son  can  be  admitted; 
and  though  the  same  is  inconsiderable,  they  are  of 
opinion  it  ought  to  be  rejected,  that  a  precedent  be  not 
established.  That  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  charge 
for  books  ought  to  be  admitted,  on  the  ground  of  a 
practice  which  has  obtained  in  different  nations  re- 
specting their  publick  ministers,  and  which  is  mention- 
ed by  Mr.  Adams  in  the  explanations  attending  his 
vouchers.  That  they  find  the  several  charges  in  the 
said  accounts  conformable  to  the  strictest  principles  of 
economy;  and  that  as  far  as  Mr.  Adams  has  been 
entrusted  with  publick  money,  the  same  has  been  care- 
fully and  frugally  expended. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

MAY  19,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  bills  be  immediately  drawn  on  Dr. 
Franklin  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  and  on  Mr. 
Jay  for  twenty-five  thousand  dollars,  payable  at  sixty 
days  sight. 


1W0.)  rauaoM  AfPjyRS.  ^3^ 


MAY  31,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  empowered 
to  address  the  bills  of  exchaoge,  directed  to  be  drawn 
by  the  resolution  of  the  19th  of  the  present  month,  to 
the  persons  on  whom  they  are  directed  to  be  drawn, 
respectively,  or  to  the  ministers  at  the  respective 
courts  of  Yenailles  and  Madrid. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  (ot  foreign  afiairs  be 
directed  to  transmit  letters  of  advice  to  the  honourable 
Benjamin  Franklin,  and  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
respecting  the  bills  directed  to  be  drawn  on  them  by 
the  resolution  of  the  19ih  of  the  present  month. 

On  a  report  from  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  fully  approve  the  conduct 
of  their  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles  in  reclaiming 
the  prizes  which  were  taken  by  the  squadron  lately 
commanded  by  captain  John  Paul  Jones,  and  sent  into 
the  port  of  Bergen,  in  Norway ;  and  there,  by  an  order 
of  the  court  of  Denmark,  at  the  instance  of  the  Britisb 
Bunister,  seized  and  returned. 

That  the  said  minister  be  instructed  to  pursue  such 
further  measures  for  the  recovery  of  the  said  prizes,  or 
satisfaction  for  their  detention,  as  he  may  judge  most 
conforumble  to  the  views  of  Congress,  who  are  deter- 
mined to  assert  the  rights  of  a  sovereign,  independent 
nation. 

Resolved,  That  the  establishment  of  the  salaries  of 
the  honourable  John  Adams,  and  his  secretary  Mr. 
Dana,  be  transmitted  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
these  states  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  that  he  be 
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directed  to  pay  their  drafts  to  the  amount  of  their 
respective  salaries,  till  Congress  shall  take  further 
order  for  that  purpose. 


JUNE  20, 1780, 

Ob  a  report  from  the  committee  of  fiMreigii  affiiira^ 
Congress  came  to  the  following  resolutions : 

Whereas  Congress  by  their  ads  and  proceedhiga  of 
tlie  Si  St,  26ih,  and  dOth  of  Octobtr,  177$,  did  appoint^ 
empower  and  oommissioMtc  the  honourable  Heaij 
Laurens,  esquire,  their  agent  m  the  United  Prorincetf 
of  ibe  low  countries,  for  obtaining  loans  of  money  on 
behalf  of  the  United  States  of  North  America :  And 
whereas  the  said  Henry  Laurens  hath  been  hitherto 
prevented  from  proceeding  on  the  business  of  his  said 
^ncy ;  and  no  other  person  being  anthorized  tm 
transact  the  same  until  he,  or  some  other  appointed  io 
biS' stead,  shall  repair  thither  and  undertake  the  execu- 
tion  thereof,  a  favourable  occasion  of  promoting  the 
interests  of  these  sutes  may,  io  the  meantime,  be  lost : 

Resolved,  Therefore,  that  the  honourable  Joha 
Adams,  esquire,  now  at  Paris,  be  appointed,  empower- 
ed and  coramissionated  to  repair  to  the  said  United 
Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  and  there  to  execute 
all  and  singular  the  duties  assigned  to  the  said  Henry 
Laurens,  io  the  acts  and  proceedings  aforesaid,  relative 
to  the  borrowing  of  money  on  behalf  of  these  states, 
until  the  said  Henry  Laurens,  or  some  other  person 
appointed  in  his  stead,  shall  appear  to  undertake  the 
execution  thereof. 


Htoi]  nmrnan  attjom.  sis 

And  whereas  Congress,  by  tbeir  act  of  the  33d  No- 
yembcn'  last,  did  resolte  that  bills  to  the  amount  iherein 
tteiitionad  ahontd  be  drawn  on  the  said  Henrj  Lau- 
rtns,  part  of  wMicb  bave  been  abreadj  sold  and  (itoba- 
bly  remitted : 

Resolved,  That  the  said  John  Adams  be  authorized 
imd  instmctcd  to  accept  such  of  the  said  bills  as  may 
be  presented  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  said  Henry 
Laarena,  or  other  person  appointed  in  his  stead  as 
aioresald*  That  such  of  the  said  bilU  as  shall  be  re- 
spectively proved  by  proper  testimony  to  have  been 
received  in  Holland,  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  said 
John  AdamS)  sb^l  be  paid  at  the  (expiration  of  sic 
months  from  the  time  they  shall  haye  respectively 
been  received  there,  notwUhstanding  the  six  months 
light  at  which  tbey  are  drawn*  That  if,  in  the  opinion 
of  Mr«  Adams,  the  stale  of  the  business  of  his  present 
eoBunission  as  minister  plenipotentiary  will  not  admit 
^S  bis  proceeding  to  Holland,  or  if  at  any  time,  by  rea* 
wfSm  of  any  disability,  he  sball  be  prevented  from  pro- 
ceedii^  therein,  the  hooourable  Francis  Dana,  esqnire, 
be^  and  he  hereby  is,  vested  with  the  like  powers ;  a>id 
that  a  conditional  comttiissioB  be  sent  to  him  Cor  that 
purpose. 

Ordered,  That  the  coimnittee  of  foreign  afiairs  and 
the  board  of  treasury  transmit  to  the  said  John  Adams 
all  papers  and  docnments  whatsoever  necessary  for  his 
iaformatioil  and  direction  in  the  premises. 


TBE  COlfKISSION  TO  JOBV  ADAMS,  C84)l7UtIU 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  asseift- 
bled,  to  the  Honourable  John  Adams,  Esqaire, 
Greeting. 

Whereas  by  our  commission  to  the  honourable 
Henry  Laurens,  esquire,  bearing  date  the  30th  day  of 
October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1779,  we  have  con- 
stituted and  appointed  him  the  said  Henry  Laurent, 
during  our  pleasure,  our  agent  for  and  on  behalf  of  the 
said  United  States,  to  negotiate  a  loan  with  any  per- 
son or  persons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate :  And 
whereas  the  said  Henry  Laurens  has,  by  unavoidable 
accidents,  been  hitherto  prevented  from  proceeding  o& 
the  said  agency  :  We,  therefore,  reposing  especial  trust 
and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  ability,  conduct  and 
fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute  and  appoint 
you  the  said  John  Adams,  until  the  said  Henry  Lau- 
rens, or  some  other  person  appointed  in  his  stead,  shall 
arrive  ih  Europe,  and  undertake  the  execution  of  the 
aforesaid  commission,  our  agent  for  and  on  behalf  of 
the  said  United  States,  to  negotiate  a  loan  with  any 
person  or  persons,  bodies  politick  and  corporate,  pro- 
mising in  good  faith  to  ratify  and  confirm  whatsoever 
shall  by  you  be  done  in  the  premises,  or  relating 
thereunto. 

Witness  his  ekeeltency  Samuel  Huntington,  esquire, 
President  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  of 
America,  at  Philadelphia,  the  20th  day  of  Juue,  in  (he 


jear  of  oor  Lord,  1780,  and  in  the  fourth  year  of  our 
indepeDdeDce. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Attest. 
ChabiiBS  Tbomson,  Secretary. 

COMMISSION  TO  FRANCIS  DANA^   ESQUIRE. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, to  Francis  Dana,  Esquire,  Greeting. 

Whereas  by  our  commission  to  the  honourable  Henr/ 
Laurens,  esquire,  bearing  date  the  30(h  day  of  Octo* 
ber,  1779,  we  have  constituted,  and  appointed  him  the 
said  Henry  Laurens,  during  ogr  pleasure,  our  agent  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  to  negotiate  a  loan 
with  any  person  or  persons,  bodies  politick. or  corpo- 
rate :  And  whereas  the  said  Henry  Laurens  having 
by  unavoidable  accidents  been  hitherto  prevented 
from  proceeding  on  his  said  agency  :  We  have  by  our 
commis^on  bearing  equal  date  herewith,  constituted 
and  appointed  the  honourable  John  Adams,  esquire, 
until  the  said  Henry  Laiurens,  or  some  other  person 
appointed  in  his  stead  shall  arrive  in  Europe,  and  un- 
dertake the  execution  of  his  aforesaid  commission,  our 
agent  to  negotiate  a  loan  as  aforesaid. 

And  whereas  it  may  so  happen  that  the  3aid  John 
Adarasi  by  reason  of  some  disability  arising  from  the 
state  of  the  business  of  his  present  appointment,  or 
otherwise,  may  be  prevented  from  undertaking  the  exe- 
cution of  the  said  commission,  or  having  undertaken 
it,  from  proceeding  therein  :  We,  therefore,  reposing 
especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your  patriotism,  abili- 
ty, condnct  and  fidelity,  do  by  these  presents  consti- 


His  MmmmxmauiL  [Ji^^tt^ 

tiite  nod  appdM  ^00  tbe  Mid  Prbbcb  Dam^  hi  dw 
eyeDt  of  tbe  disability  of  tbe  said  John  AdvMi,  mi 
afortitid,  until  tbe  Md  iUkty  LaUfetev  or  some  other 
person  appointed  in  bis  stead,  shall  arrive  in  Bofo^, 
and  undertake  tbe  execotiod  of  Che  aforeMid  oothmit- 
sion,  our  agent  for  and  on  behalf  of  the  said  United 
States,  to  negodate  a  loati  #{th  afiy  person  or  ^rsons, 
bodies  politick  or  corporate^  promkriiig  in  good  ftith  to 
ratify  and  oonfirtn  whatsoevcv  ibcill  by  ydu  be  done 
itk  tb«  premises,  or  relating  tbeteto* 
fVitness,  fte«  as  before* 

JUNE  21,  1780. 

Tbe  coonnitfee  of  foreign  aiairs^  to  wfaom  was  re* 
ierred  a  letter  of  May  23,  from  Mr.  P«  Heotfy,  l^ee 
governonr  of  Virginia,  report*-* 

That  from  the  said  letter  and  other  papers  laid  be* 
fore  them,  as  well  as  from  tbe  inlbnaation  of  Mr«  G^ 
Anderson^  they  find  that  Mr.  AraoU  Henry  Dobrma«% 
merchant,  of  Lisbon,  bath  from  tbe  commeneeflieM  of 
the  present  war  manifesced  a  warm  end  iteady  eittuA' 
ment  to  tbe  cause  and  interests  of  the  United  States  | 
that  be  bath  expanded  large  soma  of  money  in  cerrf  ^ 
iog  into  practice  schemes  projected  by  hrim  for  assist- 
ing them  with  clodiing  and  warlike  storva,  ae  well  eb 
in  supplying  great  numbers  of  American  prisoners  da^ 
ried  into  tbe  poru  of  tbe  kii^om  of  Portugal,  with 
aK>ney  and  all  other  necessaries  for  their  comfortable 
subsistence  while  there,  and  for  their  retmm  to  tbek 
own  country  by  such  rouies  at  they  prefemed) 
that  from  tbe  great  weaM  and  InflMnce^  Md  tbe  f9^ 


wimble  (jhfmii^ns  %[  the  laid  ArtoU  IL  Ddhitaaii^ 
vfliijf  beaeiiii  m^  be  <)enlr«d  to  tboM  statM  by  eoaf? 
Mog  kim  <i9  be  loore  pnblicUj  and  extettttveljr  eeefel 
under  the  sanction  of  autbertty  from  Cengreat ;  tbel 
the  cofDiniltee  are  aa$ared  the  said  Mr.  Dokroan 
wbhcB  for  no  salary  or  emoloment  for  his  services,  but 
simply  a  repayment  of  his  advances,  when  it  shall  be 
most  convenient :  Whereupon, 

Be8olfed,.Tbat  Arnold  Henry  Oohrman,  of  tbe  city 
of  Lisbon,  merchant,  be  appointed  agent  for  the  United 
S(atei«  in  the  kingdom  of  Portugaly  for  the  transaction 
of  tuob  affairs  of  the  said  states  as  may  be  committed 
to  bis  direction* 

And  vbereas  an  intercourse  and  protection  in  the 
ports  and  barhours  of  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  would 
hi  of  essential  advantage  to  the  ships  and  subjects  of 
these  states,  and  every  means  ought  to  be  used  to  ob- 
tain Buoh  privilege  i 

JRiesolvedt  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
states  at  the  oourt  of  MacMd  be  instructed  to  make 
appUcatioa  ia  such  mode  as  be  ia  his  discretion  may 
tktok  most  advisable  for  ascertaining  the  disposition 
of  the  court  of  Portugal,  and  to  inform  Congress 
whether  any  advantageous  connexion  can  be  formed 
witb  that  power^  and  what  privileges,  if  any,  can  br 
obtained  for  the  subjects  and  ships  of  these  states. 

JULY  6,  1700. 

Tke  committee  of  foreign  affairs,  to  whom  was  re^ 
ferred  a  letter  of  the  first,  from  Mr.  H.  Laurens,  re 
pert  jia  their  opinioii,  That  it  is  bigMy  expedient  that 


the  honourable  H.  Laarens    do   repair  to  Europe 
without  loss  of  time,  in  order  to  enter  on  the  discharge 
of  the  commission  to  negotiate  a  loan,  to  which  he  has 
been  appointed  by  Congress* 
Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 


JULY  7,  1780, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sher* 
man, 

Resolved,  That  the  commission  which  was  agreed 
to  on  the  first  day  of  November,  1779,  for  the  honoura- 
ble  Henry  Laurens,  as  a  commissioner  to  negotiate  a 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with  the  states  general 
of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries,  be  de- 
livercd  to  him ;  and  that  the  consideration  at  the  io- 
structions  relative  to  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty  be 
for  the  present  deferred ;  and  that  Mr.  Laurens  on  bis 
arrival  in  Holland  inform  himself  of  the  state  of  affairs 
in  that  country,  and  advise  Congress  particularly 
thereof,  that  they  may  be  able  to  decide  with  more 
certainty  upon  the  terms  on  which  such  treaty  ought 
to  be  settled. 

The  minister  of  France  having,  in  a  note  dated 
28th  June,  informed  Congress  that  the  court  of  Ma- 
drid has  sent  to  the  Havana  a  considerable  body  of 
forces  to  make  a  diversion  in  that  quarter ;  and  that 
the  governour  of  Havana  desires  that  as  much  flour 
and  fresh  provisions,  such  as  cattle,  hogs,  suet,  lard 
and  pulse,  as  can  be  spared,  should  be  sent  thither; 
and  the  minister  having  intimated  that  three  thousand 
barrels  of  flour  are  immediately  wanted,  and  thai  he 


will  oaderttke  to  have  th^t  quantity  purchased  and 
sent, if  Congress  approve  the. measure — the  foUowiag 
ansver  was  returned : 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed,  that 
through  the  loss  of  Charleston,  the  numerous  army  the 
states  are  under  the  necessity  of  maintaining  in  the 
southern  department,  the  ravages  of  the  enemy,  and 
the  lightness  of  the  crops  in  the  middle  states,  as  well 
as  the  present  extraordinary  demand  for  the  purposes 
of  an  effectual  co«operation  with  the  expected  arma- 
mefit  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  have  not  left  these 
states  in  a  situation  to  admit  of  any  considerably  ex- 
port of  provisions ;  yet  Congress,  desirous  to  testify 
their  attention  to  the  necessities  of  his  catholick  ma- 
jesty's  colonies  and  armaments,  and  as  far  as  lies  in 
their  power  to  compensate  for  the  failure  of  supplies 
of  rice,  which  an  alteration  in  the  circumstances  of  the 
southern  states  has  unhappily  rendered  it  impractica- 
ble to  afford,  have  resolved,  that  it  be  recoAimended  to 
the  state  of  Maryland  to  grant  permission  to  such  agent 
as  the  minister  of  France  shall  appoint,to  purchase  within 
that  state  any  quantity  of  flour,  not  exceeding  three 
thousand  barrels,  and  to  ship  the  same  to  siich  colonies 
of  his  catholick  majesty  in  the  West  Indies  as  the  mi- 
nister of  France  may  direct.  That  many  of  the  arti- 
cles mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  the  minister  being 
such  as  the  colonies  of  his  cathoiic)c  majesty  furnish 
upon  better  terms  than  they  can  be  procured  from 
these  states  in  their  present  situation,  it  is  to  be  pre- 
sumed they  will  feel  no  inconvenience  from  Congress' 
not  entering  at  this  time  into  any  determination  thereon^ 
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3fet  saCBET  JOimir AL.  [A«wtl» 

Retohred,  That  Congress  will  frcMi  tioM  to  tine  o^ 
ford  such  supplies  to  the  colonies  of  his  cttholick  ma* 
jesty  as  their  circumstances  may  require,  and  the  situa- 
tion  of  these  states  enable  them  to  grast. 

JULY  10,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  were  refer* 
red  sundry  letters  from  governour  Galvez  and  0« 
Pollock- 
Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  capitulation  of  the 
inhabiunts  on  the  lake  Pontcharcrain,  dated  October 
16,  1779,  and  copies  of  the  letters  of  bis  excellency 
Bernardo  de  Galvez,  governour  of  Louisiana,  one  dated 
8tb  May  last,  to  the  President  of  Congress,  and  the 
other  to  Oliver  Pollock,  dated  21st  October  last,  be 
transmitted  to  the  honourable  John  Jay. 

JULY  19,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  a  warrant  issue  on  the  treasurer  in 
favour  of  the  board  of  admiralty*  for  thirty  thousand 
dollars,  to  enable  them  to  procure  sea  stores  for  the 
passage  of  the  honourable  H.  Laurens* 

AUGUST  11,  1780. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  of 
Mr.  R.  Izard,  laid  before  Congress  an  account  exhi- 
bited by  Mr.  Izard  against  the  United  States  for  his 
expenses  and  salary,  ia  which  a  balance  of  fifty- two 


thoiuiiuad  out  hmidred  and  thirteen  livres  u  stated  to 
1m  due  to  Mr.  Izard :  WhereupoD, 

RAsolvtd,  That  the  hoDOurable  Henry  Laurens  be 
and  be  is  hereby  authorized  and  directed  to  pay  to  the 
order  of  the  honourable  Ralph  Izard  the  sum  of  fifty- 
tiro  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirteen  livres  tournois, 
out  of  such  moneys  as  he  shall  borrow  for  the  use  of 
these  United  States  in  Holland. 

SEPTEMBER  15,  1780. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  transmitted 
to  Congress  a  letter  of  this  date  respecting  the  aboli- 
tion of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the  treaty 
of  commerce  between  the  United  States  and  his  most 
christian  majesty,  with  an  authenticated  copy  of  a  de- 
claration of  the  king,  whereof  the  following  is  a  trans- 
lation : 

[See  the  poblick  joofBtJ,  July  11, 1780.] 

OCTOBER  4,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
certain  instructions  to  the  delegates  of  Virginia  by  their 
constituents,  and  a  letter  of  the  26th  May,  from  the 
honourable  John  Jay,  Congress  unanimously  agreed  to 
the  following  instructions  to  the  honourable  John  Jay, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca at  the  court  of  Madrid. 

That  the  said  minister  adhere  to  his  former  instruc- 
tions respecting  the  right  of  the  United  States  of  Ame- 
rica to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi  into 


•M  SBCRET  lOCmNAL.  t^tt  < 

and  from  the  sea ;  whi^h  right,  if  an  express  acknow- 
ledgment of  it  cannot  be  obtained  from  Spain,  is  not 
by  any  stipulation  on  the  part  of  America  to  be  reKn- 
qoished.  To  render  the  treaty  to  be  concluded  be- 
tween  the  two  nations  permanent,  nothing  can  more 
effectually  contribute  than  a  proper  attentton«  not  only 
to  the  present  but  the  future  reciprocal  interests  of  the 
contracting  powers. 

The  river  Mississippi  being  the  boundary  of  several 
states  in  the  union,  and  their  citizens,  while  connected 
with  Great  Britain,  and  since  the  revolution,  having 
been  accustomed  to  the  free  use  thereof  in  common  with 
the  subjects  of  Spain,  and  no  instance  of  complaint  or 
dispute  having  resulted  from  it,  there  is  no  reason  to 
fear  that  the  future  mutual  use  of  the  river  by  the  sub- 
jects of  the  two  nations,  actuated  by  friendly  disposi- 
tions, will  occasion  any  interruption  to  that  harmony 
which  it  is  the  desire  of  America,  as  well  as  of  Spain, 
should  be  perpetual.  That  if  the  unlimited  freedom  of 
the  navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  with  a  free  port  or 
ports  below  the  31st  degree  of  north  latitude,  accessible 
to  merchant  ships,  cannot  be  obtained  from  Spain,  the 
said  minister,  in  that  case,  be  at  liberty  to  enter  into 
such  equitable  regulations  as  may  appear  a  necessary 
security  against  contraband ;  provided  the  right  of  the 
United  States  to  the  free  navigation  of  the  river  be  not 
relinquished,  and  a  free  port  or  ports,  as  above  de- 
scribed, be  stipulated  to  them. 

That  with  respect  to  the  boundary  alhided  to  in  his 
letter  of  the  36th  of  May  last,  the  said  minister  be  and 
hereby  is  instructed  to  adhere  strictly  to  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  United  States  as  already  fixed  by  Congress. 


Spain  haring  by  the  treaty  of  Paris  ceded  to  Great  Bri* 
tain  all  the  country  to  the  north-eastward  of  the  Missia- 
aippi,  the  people  inhabiting  these  states,  while  connect-^ 
ed  with  Great  Britain,  and  also  since  the  revolution, 
ha?e  settled  themselTes  at  divers  places  to  the  westward 
near  the  Mississippi,  are  friendly  to  the  revolntioii, 
and  being  citisens  of  these  United  States,  and  suli^t 
to  the  laws  of  those  to  which  they  respectively  belong, 
Congress  cannot  assign  them  over  as  subjects  to  any 
other  power. 

That  the  said  minuter  be  farther  informed,  that  in 
case  Spain  shall  eventually  be  in  possession  of  East 
and  West  Florida,  at  the  termination  of  the  war,  it  is 
of  the  greatest  importance  to  the9e  United  States  to 
have  the  use  of  the  waters  running  out  of  Georgia 
through  West  Florida  into  the  bay  of  Meiico,  for  the 
purpose  of  navigation ;  and  that  he  be  instructed  to 
endeavour  to  obtain  the  same,  subject  to  such  regula- 
tions as  may  bo  agreed  on  between  the  contracting 
parties ;  and  that  as  a  compensation  for  this,  he  be 
and  hereby  is  empowered  to  guaranty  the  possession 
of  the  said  Floridas  to  the  crown  of  Spain. 

OCTOBER  6,  1780. 

On  motion-  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr* 
Duane, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  draft  a 
letter  to  the  ministers  of  the  United  States  at  the  courts 
of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  to  enforce  the  instructions 
given  by  Congress  to  Mr.  Jay,  by  their  resolutions  of 
the  4th  instant,  and  to  explain  the  reasons  and  princi- 


pies  oa  wbicb  the  same  are  fQUiide4»  that  they  may  ro^ 
spectifely  be  enabled  to  satisfy  those  courts  of  tb^ 
justice  and  equity  of  the  lateQlioBS  of  Cougreas. 

The  meoQtbera— Mr.  Madison,   Mr*  SuWvM  aiH} 
Mr.  Duane. 


OCTOBER  7t  17M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ma- 
thews, 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  four  be  appointed  to 
draft  a  memorial  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  aids  and  supplies  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war  against  Great  Britain. 

The  members — Mr.  Howly,  Mr,  Vandyke,  Mr* 
Ingersol  and  Mr.  Henry. 


OCTOBER  17,  1780. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  prepare  a  letter  to  the 
ministers  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid,  explaining  the  reasons 
and  principles  on  which  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Jay  of 
the  4th  instant  are  founded,  reported  a  draft  which  was 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

SIB, 

Congress  having  in  their  instructions  of  the  4th  in- 
stant,  directed  you  to  adhere  strictly  to  their  former 
instructions  relating  to  the  boundaries  of  the  United 
States,  to  insist  on  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi 
for  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  in  common  with 
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Aesobjedb  ofUft  Mtbolick  najesty,  m  also  <m  ft  fiM 
port  or  porCB  below  th^  northcra  iimk  ofWeiC  Florida^ 
ud  accetaibld  to  mefobaiit  sliit>s  for  tiie  ute  of  the 
ibimer;  aad  beteg  seiisible  of  the  idkKoee  which 
theie  clftims  on  the  part  of  the  Utrited  States  nay  hare 
on  year  Deigjotialions  with  the  court  of  Madrid,  hare 
(booght  it  expedieot  to  ezjdaii)  the  raaaons  and  princi- 
ples on  which  the  same  are  founded,  ibat  you  may  be 
enabled  to  ntiefy  that  court  of  the  equity  and  justice 
of  their  intentions. 

With  respect  to  the  first  of  these  articles,  by  which 
the  river  Mississippi  is  fixed  as  the  boundaty  between 
(he  Spanish  seukments  and  the  United  States,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  take  notice  of  any  pretensions  founded 
on  a  priority  of  discovery,  of  occupancy,  or  on  coo- 
quest.  It  is  saffident  thftt  by  the  definitive  treaty  of 
Paris,  of  1763,  article  seventh,  all  the  territory  now 
ckioied  by  the  United  States  was  expressly  and  irre* 
vocaUy  ceded  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain ;  and  that 
the  United  States  ai«,  in  consequence  of  the  revolu- 
tion in  their  goveAunent,  eatitled  to  the  benefits  of  that 
cession. 

The  first  of  Iheae  positions  m  proved  by  the  treaty 
itself.  To  prove  the  last,  it  must  be  observed,  that  it 
is  a  fundamental  principle  in  ail  lawful  f:overnment8, 
and  particulariy  in  the  constitution  of  the  British  em- 
pire, that  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty  are  intended  for 
the  benefit  of  those  from  whom  they  are  derived,  and 
ever  whom  they  are  exercised.  It  is  known  also  4o 
have  been  held  for  an  inviolable  principle  by  the 
United  States,  while  they  remained  a  part  of  the  Bri- 
tish empire,  that  the  sovereignty  of  the  king  of  Eng- 
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kod,  with  all  the  righu  and  powers  incladad  In  it,  did 
not  estend  to  tbem  in  i^itue  of  his  betag  acknowledged 
and  obeyed  as  king  by  the  people  of  England,  or  of 
any  other  part  of  the  empire,  but  in  virtue  of  his  being 
acknowledged  and  obeyed  as  kiog  of  the  people  of 
Ammca  themselves ;  and  that  this  principle  was  the 
basis,  first  of  their  oppositbn  to,  and  finally  of  their 
abolitioa  of,  his  anthority  over  them.  From  these 
principles  it  results,  that  all  the  territory  lying  within 
the  limits  of  the  states,  as  fixed  by  the  sovereign  him- 
self, was  held  by  him  for  their  particular  benefits,  and 
must  equally  with  his  other  rights  and  claioM  b  quali- 
ty of  their  sovereign,  be  considered  as  having  devolved 
on  them,  in  consequence  of  their  resumption  of  the 
sovereignty  to  themselves* 

In  support  of  this  position  it  may  be  further  observ* 
ed,  that  all  the  territorial  rights  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  accrued 
to  him  from  the  enterprises,  the  risks,  the  sacrifices, 
the  expense  in  blood  and  treasure  of  the  present  in^ 
habitants  and  their  progenitors.  If  in  latter  times  ex* 
penses  and  exertions  have  been  borne  by  any  other 
part  of  the  empire,  in  their  immediate  defence,  it  need 
only  be  recollected,  that  the  ultimate  object  of  them 
was  the  general  security  and  advantage  of  the  empire ; 
that  a  proportional  share  was  borne  by  the  stales 
themselves ;  and  that  if  this  had  not  been  th$  case^  the 
benefits  resulting  from  an  exclusive  enjoyment  of  their 
trade  have  been  an  abundant  compensation.  E^lty 
and  justice  therefore  perfectly  coincide,  in  the  present 
instance,  with  political  and  constitaiional  principles. 
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'  Nd  objeetioii  can  be  ptettnded  agaiott  what  is  here 
sttidy  except  tbet  the  khig  ef  Great  Brktia  was,  at 
the  liiae  of  the  rupture  wHh  bis  catbolidt  majesty, 
possessed  of  certaia  parts  of  tile  territory  in  queslioD, 
aad  coMeqeenlty  that  bis  calbolfak  OMgesty  had  mad 
still  has  a  rigbt  to  regard  theu  as  jawM  objects  of 
conqttesti  la  answer  t<f  this  obfectioo,  it  is  to  be  cbn- 
sfdercd,  1.  That  these  possessioiis  are  few  ia  oam* 
bar  and  confined  to  saiall  spots*  3«  That  a  right 
fooaded  on  coaquesi  being  only  coextiffuive  with  the 
ob^ts  of  cooqaest,  cannot  coinprehend  the  criteamja* 
cent  territory^  5«  That  if  a  right  to  the  said  territory 
depended  oa  the  conqaests  of  the  Brrtisfa  poets  witbia 
it,  the  United  States  have  already  a  more  extensive 
claim  to  it  than  Spain  can  acquire,  having  by  the  suc^ 
cess  of  their  arms  obtained  possession  of  all  the  impor- 
taat  posts  and  settlements  oa  the  ItRnois  and  Wabash, 
resetted  the  iahabitants  from  BritMi  doiaimition,  and 
establisbed  dvii  government  in  its  proper  form  over 
then.  They  have,  mt>raovef,  eitablished  a  poet  on  a 
strong  and  commanding  situation  near  the  month  of 
the  Ohior  whereas  Spain  has  a  claim  by  conquest  to 
no  post  above  the  northern  bonnds  of  West  FlorMa, 
except  tbat  of  the  Natcfaeis,  nor  are  there  any  other 
British  posts  below  the  mouth  of  the  Ohio  for  their 
arms  to  be  employe<f  against.  4.  That  whatever  ex- 
tent  ought  to  be  ascribed  to  the  rqght  of  conqeest,  it 
miast  be  admitted  to  have  limitations  which  in  the  pre^ 
sent  case  exclude  the  pretensions  of  his  catholick 
majesty.  If  the  occupation  by  the  king  of  Great 
Britain  of  posts  wkhia  the  lifriHs  of  the  United 
States,  as  defined  by  charters  derived  from  the  said 
VOL.  ir.  42 


m>  SECRET  JOURNAL;  [Oct.  17, 

-Ictng  when  constitutionally  authoKxed  to  grant  tbemi 
makes  them  lawful  objects  of  conquest  to  any  other 
power  than  the  United  States,  it  follows  that  every 
.other  part  of  the  United  States  that  dow  is,  Or  may 
hereafter  fail  into  the  hands  of  the!  enemyj  is  equally 
an  object  of  cohquest«  Not  only  New  York,  Long 
Island,  and  the  other  islands  in  its  vicinity,  bat  almost 
the  entire  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia  might, 
by  the  interposition  of  a  foreign  power  at  war  with 
their  enemy,  be  forever  severed  from  Ae  American 
confederacy,  and  subjected  to  a  foreign  yoke*  Bat  is 
such  a  doctrine  consonant  to  the  rights  of  nations,  or 
the  sentiments  of  humanity  ?  Does  it  breathe  that  spi* 
rit  of  concord  and  amity  which  is  the  aim  of  the  pro- 
posed alliance  with  Spain  ?  Would  it  be  admitted  by 
Spain  herself^  il*  it  afiected  her  own  dominions  1  Were, 
for  example,  a  British  armament  by  a  sadden  enter- 
prise to  get  possession  of  a  seaport,  a  ti%ding  town,  or 
maritime  province  in  Spain,  and  another  power  at  war 
with  Britain,  should,  before  it  could  be  re-conquered 
by  Spain,  wrest  it  from  the  hands  of  Britain,  wouM 
Spain  herself  consider  it  as  an  eztioguisbment  of  her 
just  pretensions?  Or  would  any  impartial  nation  con- 
sider it  in  that  light  ?  As  to  the  proclamation  of  the 
king  of  Great  Britain  of  1763,  forbidding  his  gover- 
nours  in  North  America  to  grant  lands  westward  of  the 
sources  of  the  rivers  falling  into  the  Atlantiek  ocean,  it 
can  by  no  rule  of  construction  militate  against- the 
present  claims  of  the  United  States.  That  proclama- 
tion) as  is  clear  both  from  the  title  and  tenor  of  it,  was 
ifXeaded  merely  to  prevent  disputes  with  the  Indians, 
aad  an  irregular  appropriation  of  vacant  land  to  indi- 
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vidmb.;  and  by.  do  meam  either  to  reoooaee  any 
fpM  of  tbe  e.ei9kMis  made  in. the  treaty  of  Paris,  or  to 
afiect  the  boimdaries  eitablished  by  ancieat  charters. 
Oa  the  contrary^  it  is  ex|Hreesly  declared  that  the  lands 
and .  territory  prohibited  to  be  j^^anted,  were  within 
the  sovereignty  and  dominion  of  that  crown,  notwith- 
standing the  reservation  of  them  to  the  use.  of  the 
Indians* 

The  right  of  the  United  States  to  westem  territory 
as  far  as  the  Mississippi  having  been  shown,  there 
are  sufficient  reasons  for  them  to  insist  on  that  rigbti 
ap  well  a#  for  Spain  not  to  wish,  a  relinqaishment 
of  it* 

In  the  first  place,  the  river  Mississippi  will  be  a 
o^ore  natural,  more  distingnishable,  and  more  precise 
boi^^dary  than  any  other  that  can  be  drawn  eastwajtd 
of  it;  and  consequently  will  he  leas  liaUe  to  become  a 
source  of  those  disputes,  which .  too  often  proceed  irom 
uncertain  boundaries  between  nations.. 

Secondly,  It  ought. not  to  be  concealed,,  diat  al^ 
though  the  v^ant  territory  adjacent  to  the  Mississip 
pi- should  be  .reUnquisbed  by  the  Unitfid  States  to 
Spain,  yeti  the  fertility  of  its  aoil,  and  its  convenient 
sitmdon  for .  trade,  might  be?  productive  of  intrusiona 
by  the  citizens  of  the  former,  which  their  great  di^ 
taace  vooid  render  it  ^difficult  to.reatmio ;  and  which 
might  lead  to  an  intermpiion  of  that  harmony  whioh  it 
is  aajBUch  the  interest  and  wish  of  both  shonld  be 
perpetual. 

Thirdly,  Am  this  territory  lies  wkbin  tbe  charter 
limits' of  particsilareteies,  and  b  considered  by  them 
as  ao  less  their  property  than  any  other  temtcHry  within 
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tbdr  limk»i  Coogrwt  coald  not  rtlinqtisli  it  willKrat 
«Kdting  discuasioBt  between  thenMekes  and  tlioie 
Btttes,  ooocernittg  tbeir  respeetive  rigbts  and  powers, 
wiiicfa  nigbt  greatly  eoibarfMa  the  putdkk  couaeik 
of  the  United  States,  and  give  advantage  to  the  com* 
inon  enemy. 

Foerthly,  The  territory  in  qoeetten  eontains  a  nom- 
ber  of  inhabttanti,  who  are  at  present  under  the  pro- 
tectioa  of  the  United  States,  and  have  sworn  allegiance 
to  them.  These  ewM  not  by  vokintai^  transfer  be 
aaibjected  to  a  foteigii  jurisdieiion,  wilfaoat  manifest 
violation  of  the  oommon  rights  of  mankind,  and  of 
the  genius  and  principles  of  the  American  govern- 
ments.! 

Fifthly,  Id  case  the  obstinacy  and  pride  of  Great 
Bvitein  should  for  any  length  of  time  continue  an  ob- 
stacle to  peace,  a  eesAion  of  this  tc»rritory,  rendeiwd  of 
so  mueb  vahie  to  the  United  States  by  its  particular 
situation,  would  cteprive  them  of  one  of  the  asalerial 
fends  on  wbkh  they  rety  fer  persuing  tbe  war  against 
her.  Oatbo  part  of  Spain,  this  tenktumi  fend  is  not 
needed  for,  and  perhaps  could  not  be  applied  to,  the 
purposes  of  the  war  i  and  from  its  siftwtton  i$  other- 
wise of  much  less  vulqe  to  her  than  fo  the  Untied 
States. 

Congress  have  the  gt^soter  bopoe  ll«t  the  pieteu 
siona  of  i|is  eatholiek  mejeaiy  en  this  subject  wit)  wet 
be  safer  urged  asto  prwve  an  insuperaUo  ebslwcfo  to 
an  alliance  with  tbe  United  States,  because  they^  eon* 
eeivo  sueh  prstensions  to  be  iacompatiUe  witk  the 
treasies  sirixisting  between  Fraaee  and  iheaif  whieb 
are  to  be  tbe  bssfe  and  sobetaace  •(  iU    By  articts 


•Itrefitii  of  ibe  treaty  of  aUMmoe,  eventntl  9mi  dofen- 
tire,  tbo  posMMiots  of  ibe  Uoiud  Slates  are  guaraa- 
ti«d  to  thMi  by  hb  most  christian  majesty.  By  article 
Cwelftb  of  the  same  treaty,  iateaded  to  fix  more  precise* 
Jy  the  sease  and  applieatton  of  tba  preceding  article, 
it  is  declared,  that  this  guaranty  shall  have  its  foH 
kxce  and  effiMU  the  moaient  a  roptore  shall  take  place 
between  France  and  England*  All  the  possessions, 
therefore,  beloogkig  to  the  United  States  at  the  time 
of  that  ruplare,  irtaoh  being  prior  to  the  rupture  be<* 
tureen  Spain  and  England,  oHMt  be  prior  to  all  claims 
of  conqoest  by  the  farmer,  are  gvaraotied  to  them  by 
his  most  chmtian  majesty* 

Now,  that  in  the  possessions  thus  guarantied  was 
aoeant,  by  the  contracflog  parties,  to  be  included  all 
Ibe  territory  within  the  Umits  assigned  to  the  United 
States  by  the  treaty  of  Paris,  may  be  inierred  from  the 
fifth  article  of  the  treaty  aboTemeationed,  which  de* 
dares,  that  if  die  United  States  should  think  it  to  at- 
tempt tbe  reduction  of  the  British  power  remaining  in 
the  northern  pans  of  America^  or  the  islands  of  Ber- 
mudas, &c.,  those  coantries  shall,  in  case  of  success, 
be  oonMefHod  wMi,  or  dq>endadt  upon,  the  United 
States.  For,  if  it  had  bem  undetslood  by  tbe  parties 
that  the  western  territory  in  question,  known  to  be  of 
so  great  importance  to  tbe  United  States,  and  a  reduc- 
tion of  h  so  Hkeiy  to  be  attempted  by  them,  was  not 
included  in  the  geneml  guaranty,  can  it  be  supposed 
diat  no  notice  would  baFe  been  taken  of  it,  when  tbe 
partios  extended  their  fiews,  not  only  to  Canada,  but  to 
tbe  remola  and  onhnpovtant  island  of  Bermudas.  It 
is  tine  that  thesa  acta  between  France  and  the  United 
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States  are  in  no  reapecU  obligatory  on  hii  catholiek 
majesty,  unless  he  shall  think  fit  to  accede  to  them* 
Yet  as  they  show  the  sense  of  his  most  christian  mayes- 
ty  on  this  subject,  with  whom  bis  catholiek  majesty  it 
intimately  allied ;  as  it  is  in  pursuance  of  ao  express 
reservation  to  his  catholiek  majesty  in  a  secret  act 
subjoined  to  the  treaties  aforesaid  of  a  power  to  accede 
to  those  treaties,  that  the  present  overtures  are  made 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States  ;  and  as  it  is  parti- 
cularly  stated  in  that  act,  that  any  coodittoos  which  his, 
catbolick  majesty  shall  think  fit  to  add,  are  to  be  ana- 
logous to  the  principal  aim  of  the  alliance,  and  con- 
formable  to  the  rules  of  equality,  reciprocity  and 
friendship,  Congress  entertain^  too  high  an  opinion  of 
the  equity,  moderation  and  wisdom  of  his  catholiek 
majesty  not  to  suppose,  that,  when  joined  to  these 
considerations,  they  will  prevail  against  any  mistaken 
views  of  interest  that  may  be  suggested  to  him. 

The  next  object  of  the  instructions  is  the  free  navi- 
gation of  the  Mississippi  for  tly  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  in  common  with  the  subjects  of  bis  catholiek 
ma.)e6ty. 

On  this  subject,  the  same  inferisnce  -.may  be  made 
from  article  seventh  of  the  treaty  of  Paris,  which  atipu- 
laXes  this  right  in  the  amplest  manner .  to  the  king  of 
Great  Britain;  and  the  devolution  of  it  to  the  United 
States,  as  was  applied  to  the  territorial  claims  of  the 
latter*  Nor  can  Congress  hesitate  to  believe,  that 
even  if  no  such  right  could  be  inferred  from  that  tree* 
ty,  that  the  generosity  of  his  catholiek  majesty  wodd 
not  sjiier  the  inhabitants  of  these  states  to  be  pat  into 
a  worse  condition,  in  this  respect,  by  the  alliance  with 
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him  ID  tbe  character  of  a  sovereign  people,  than  the  j 
were  in  when  subjects  of  a  power  who  was  always 
read/  to  tarn  their  force  against  his  majesty ;  espe- 
cially as  one  of  the  great  objects  of  the  proposed  al- 
liance is  to  give  greater  effect  to  the  common  exertions 
for  disarming  that  power  of  the  faculty  of  disturbing 
others.  Besides,  as  the  United  States  have  an  indis- 
putable right  to  the  possession  of  the  east  bank  of  the 
Mississippi  for  a  very  great  distance,  and  the  naviga- 
tion of  that  river  will  essentially  tend  to  the  prosperity 
and  advantage  of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  that 
may  reside  on  the  Mississippi,  or  the  waters  running 
into  it,  it  is  cootteived  that  the  circumstances  of  Spain's 
being  in  possession  of  the  banks  on  both  sides  near 
its  mouth,  cannot  be  deemed  a  natural  or  equitable  bar 
to  the  free  use  of  the  river.  Such  a  principle  would 
authorize  a  nation  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  cir- 
cumstances to  contravene  the  clear  indications  of  na* 
ture  and  Providence,  and  the  general  good  of  mankind. 
The  usage  of  nations  accordingly  seems  in  such 
cases  to  have  given  to  those  holding  the  mouth  or 
lower  parts  of  a  river  no  right  against  those  above 
thetn,  except  the  right  of  imposing  a  moderate  toll, 
and  that  on  the  equitable  supposition,  that  such  toll  is 
due  for  the  expense  and  trouble  the  former  may  have 
been  put  to.  ^'  An  innocent  passage  (says  Vattel)  is 
<^  due  to  all  nations  with  whom  a  state  is  at  peace  ;  and 
^  this  duty  comprehends  troops  equally  with  indivi- 
'^  duals.''  If  a  right  to  a  passage  by  land  through 
other  countries  may  be  claimed  for  troops,  which  are 
employed .  in  the  destruction  of  mankind,  how  much 
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omre  wiy  a  ptwage  bj  water  he  chamed  for  co» 
mere«9  wUch  is  beneficial  to  all  nations. 

Here  again  it  ought  not  to  be  concealed,  tkat  the  in* 
eonTeniences  which  must  be  £slt  by  the  inhabitants  on 
the  waters  mnntng  westwardlj,  onder  an  excknion 
from  the  free  use  of  the  Mississippi^  wonld  be  a  eon« 
slant  and  increasing  source  of  diaqiHeCvde  on  tbetr 
party  of  aere  rigorous  precamions  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  and  of  an  irritation  en  botb  parts,  which  it  is 
eqaally  the  interest  and  dutj  of  both  to  gimrd  against* 

But  notwithstanding  the  equitable  cknarof  the  Upi^ 
ed  Slates  to  the  free  navigation  of  iheMistissippi,  and 
its  great  iaiponance  to  thein,  Congress  hare  so  strong 
a  disposition  to  conform  to  the  desires  of  his  calboKck 
majesty,  that  tl»y  have  i^reed  that  such  equattiMe  ro^ 
guktiona  may  be  entered  into  as  may  be  a  requisite 
security  against  cootrabvid;  |!Nrovided,  the  point  of 
right  be  not  relinquished,  and  a  free  port  or  porCs  be- 
low the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  aecet- 
sible  to  merchant  ships,  be  stipulated  to  thera« 

The  reason  why  a  port  or  ports,  as  thus  described, 
was  required  most  be  obrious.  Witbout  such  a  stipu- 
lation, the  free  use  of  the  Mississippi  would  in  fisct 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  free  intercourse  with  New 
Orleans  and  other  ports  of  Louisians.  From  the  ra- 
pid current  of  this  rirer,  it  is  weH  known  that  it  must 
be  navigated  by  vessefc  at  a  peculiar  construction, 
and  which  will  be  unfit  to  ^o  to  sea.  Unless,  there- 
fore, some  place  be  assigned  to  the  United  States 
where  the  produce  carried  down  the  rirer,  and  the 
merchandise  arriving  from  atiroad,  may  be  deposited 
till  they  can  be  respectively  taken  away  by  the  pro- 
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fmr  ves^thj  tlMf e  ean  be  mo  Mch  dmig  ts  m  fi>reigii 

Hmto  i»  a  rMMoung  coMtderatioii  respecting  tbe 
MTfgtikm  of  the  aiknstippi  wliiefa  deeply  coecerns 
Ike  marilkiie  pDwem  in  geoeraU  bat  more  ]MirticQlarly 
lbei»  most  christiao  and  caiheliek  majesties.  The 
wmj^Mwy  wnteted  bf  the  CMiio^  with  ita  large  branches^ 
baving  tbetf  sovrcea  near  tbe  lakes  on  one  side,  and 
tiMee  running  nortk«westward  and  falling  into  it  on  the 
other  ekie,  will  appear  from  a  single  glance  on  a  map 
tio  bd  of  vast  esteiK.  Hie  eircnmstanee  of  its  being 
•^  finely  watered^  added  to  tbe  singular  fertility  of  its 
soil,  aad  other  advantages  presented  by  a  new  conntryi 
will  occasion  a  rapidity  of  popahrlien  not  easy  to  be 
ooAcetred.  Tbe  spirit  of  en»>gratioa  has  already 
abown  itself  in  a  very  ^rong  degree,  notwithstanding 
Ike  many  impediments  which  discourage  it.  The 
principal  of  these  impedimeiits  is  the  war  with  ^it^tn, 
which  caonot  spare  a  force  sufficient  to  protect  the 
emigrants  against  the  incursions  of  the  savages.  In  a 
very  few  yeer3  after  peace  shall  take  place,  this  coun- 
try wilt  certainly  be  overspread  with  inhabitants*  In 
like  nlanner  as  in  all  new  settlements,  agriculture,  not 
manufoctures,  will  be  their  employment.  They  will 
raise  wheat,  corn,  beef,  pork,  tobacco,  hemp,  flax,  and 
in  the  southern  parts,  perhaps,  rice  and  indigo,  in  great 
quantities*  -  On  the  other  band,  their  consumption  of 
foreign  manofkctures  will  be  in  proportion,  if  they  can 
be  exchanged  for  the  produce  of  their  soil.  There 
are  but  two  channels  through  which  such  commerce  can 
be  carried  on  ;  the  first  is  down  the  river  Mississippi ; 
the  other  is  up  the  rivers  having  their  sources  near  the 
VOL.  n.  43  ^ 
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bkes,  thence  by  short  portages  to  the  takes,  ot  die 
rivers  falling  into  them,  and  theoce  through  the  lakes 
and  down  the  St*  Lawrence.  The  first  of  these  chan- 
nels is  niaoifesUy  the  most  natural,  and  by  lot  the  most 
advantageous.  Should  it  howeirer  be  obstructed,  the 
second  will  be  found  far  from  impracticable.  If  no 
obstructions  should  be  thrown  in  its  coorae  down  Uie 
Mississippi,  the  exports  from  this  immense  tract  of 
country  will  not  only  supply  an  aboodance  of  aU  ne* 
cessaries  for  the  West  India  islands,  bat  s^rve  for  a 
valuable  basis  of  general  trade,  of  which  the  rMng 
spirit  of  commerce  in  France  and  Spain  will  no  doubt 
particularly  avail  itself.  The  imports  will  be.  propor- 
tionally extensive ;  and  from  the  climate,  as  well  aa 
from  other  causes,  will  consist  of  the  mana£Bictufes  of 
the  same  countries.  On  the  other  hand,  should  ob- 
structions in  the  Mississippi  force  this  trade  into  a  con- 
trary direction  through  Canada,  France  and  Spain, 
and  the  other  maritime  powers  will  not  only  lose  the 
immediate  benefit  of  it  themselves,  but  they  will  also 
suffer  by  the  advantage  it  will  give  to  Crreat  Britaio* 
So  fair  a  prospect  could  not  escape  the  conraiercial  sa- 
gacity of  this  nation.  She  would  embrace  it  with 
avidity.  She  would  cherish  it  with  the  most  studious 
care.  And  should  she  succeed  in  fixing  it  in  that 
channel,  the  loss  of  her  exclusive  possession  of  the 
trade  of  the  United  States  might  prove  a  much  lesft 
decisive  blow  to  her  maritime  pre-eminence  and  tyran* 
ny  than  has  been  calculated. 

The  last  clause  of  the  instructions,  respecting  the 
navigation  of  (he  waters  running  out  of  Geoigia  throu^ 
West  Florida,  not  being  included  in  the  ultimatum^  nor 
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okimtd  on  a  feoting  of  right,  requires  nothiag  to  be 
added  to  wiiat  it  speeks  itself. 

The  oiiltty  of  the  privileges  asked  to  the  atateof 
Geor^,  and  coD8e<pieody  to  the  unioa^  is  apparent 
from  the  geographical  representation  of  the  conntry* 
The  motives  for  Spain  to  grant  it  OMist  be  foand  in  her 
^^lity,  generosity,  and  disposition  to  cukivate  oor 
frienddiip  and  ioterooorse. 

These  observations  you  will  readily  discern  are  not 
oottoiuaioated  in  order  to  be  urged  at  all  events,  and 
as  they  here  stand  in  support  of  the  claims  to  which 
^y  relate.  They  are  intended  for  yonr  private  in- 
formation and  use,  and  are  to  be  urged  so  far,  and  in 
such  forms  only,  as  will  best  suit  the  temper  and  senti- 
BEients  of  the  court  at  which  you  reside,  and  best,  fulfil 
the  objects  of  them. 

OCTOBER  18,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  were  referred 
the  letters  of  3Sd  and  24th  March  last,  from  the  bo- 
iiourabie  John  Adams,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  and  a 
treaty  of  commerce  with  Great  Britain, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  minister  be  informed,  it  is 
clearly  the  opinion  of  Congress  that  a  short  truce 
woold  be  highly  dangerous  to  these  United  States. 

That  if  a  trace  be  proposed  for  so  long  a  period,  o.r 
for  an  indefinite  period,  requiring  so  long  notice  pre* 
vJQus  to  a  renewal  of  hostilities  as  to  evince  that  it  is, 
on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a  virtual  relinquishment 
of  the  object  of  the  war,  and  an  expedient  only  to 


34a  *  aCCEBT  JQOftKAL.  [Oct  1% 

avoid  the  mortificatioo  of  do  express  acknowledgveftl 
of  the  independence  and  sovereigo^  of  tbete  United 
States,  tbe  said  minister  be  at  liberty,  with  the  concur- 
rence  of  our  ally,  to  accede  thereto  5  provided,  the 
removal  of  tbe  British  laad  and  naval  armamcnis  fipooi 
tbe  United  States  be  a  condition  of  it. 

That  in  case  a  truce  shall  l^e  agreed  on  by  the  bel- 
ligerent parties,  Congress  rely  on  bis  atlentioo  and 
prudence  to  bold  up  the  United  States  to  tbe  world  in 
a  style  and  title  not  derpgatory  to  tbe  character  of  aa 
independent  and  sovereign  people* 

That  with  respect  to  those  persons  who  have  oitber 
abandoned  or  been  banished  from  any  of  the  United 
States,  since  tbe  commencement  of  the  war,  he  is  to 
make  no  stipulations  whatsoever  for  their  readmit* 
tance ;  and  as  to  an  equivalent  for  tbeir  property,  he 
may  attend  to  propositions  00  that  subject  only  on  a 
reciprocal  stipulation,  that  Great  Britain  will  make 
full  compensation  for  all  the  wanton  destruction  which 
the  subjects  of  that  nation  have  committed  on  the  pro- 
perty  of  (he  citizens  of  the  United  States. 

That,  in  a  treaty  of  peace,  it  is  tbe  wish  of  Congvees 
not  to  be  bound  by  any  publick  engagemeAi  to  adaaC 
British  subjects  to  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  of 
citizens  of  the  United  States ;  but  at  all  timet  to  be 
at  liberty  to  grant  or  reAise  such  favours,  according  as 
the  publick  interest  and  honour  may  dictate ;  and  that 
it  is  tbeir  determioatioa  not  to  admit  tbem  to  a  lull 
equality  in  this  respect  with  the  subjects  of  his  most 
christian  majesty^  unless  such  a  concession  should  be 
deemed  by  the  said  minister  preferable  to  a  c#otia«- 
ance  of  the  war  on  that  account. 
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Tbe  coBunillee)  cmtistiiig  «f  Blr*  Coraell^  Mr»  Mat^ 
lock,  Mr*  HottsioD,  Mr.  JOmm  %nd  Mr.  Htery,  re- 
port-. 

That  00  the  ISih  day  of  Jaoa,  1779,  Coagrett 
igreod  opon  a  repraseftlatioa  and  request  to  hk  moaC 
chrkluni  majeely,  setting  fordi  tbat  the  soppiies  of 
arau,  amaiaiiitioo  and  dodikig  for  oar  araues  havo 
erer  since  the  war  been  Irregular,  fbrtnitoiis,  and  scan* 
tjr ;  and  tl^refore  rei|uestnig  his  majesty  to  fiirnisb  as 
with  these  necessary  supplies,  and  pledging  the  feitli 
of  these  stales  for  die  repaynent  with  interest  of 
whateirer  suns  oMy  be  advanced  for  that  purpose,  as 
sooB  as  tbe  restoration  of  peace  shall  hare  enabled 
as.  That  on  the  lOth  of  July  following^  tbe  board  of 
war  laid  before  Congress  an  esitmate  of  the  articles 
for  their  department,  copies  of  which  were  ordered  to 
be  traasidiUed  with  the  representation  to  his  aKMt 
christian  majesty.  That  our  minister  at  the  court  of 
VerBaittes,  in  his  despatches  of  the  4ih  of  Biaroh  last, 
aasares  Congress  that  the  disposition  of  that  coart  eon* 
thMied  as  fovourable  as  ever,  though  it  could  not  com- 
ply with  all  our  demandi.  That  the  supplies  required 
in  the  inlroiees  sent  to  him  appeared  too  great  atid  nu- 
merous to  be  tmmediateiy  fomisbed.  That  three  mil- 
lions of  Uvres  were  however  granted  hhn,  with  whibh, 
after  deducting  what  woald  be  necessary  to  pay  the 
interest  bills  and  other  late  drafts  of  Congress,  he 
could  not  venture  on  ordering  more  than  ten  thousand 
suits  of  clothes ;  and  that  with  these  he  should  have 
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fifteen  thousand  arms  and  accoutremeato ;  and  that  in 
the  Alliance  would  go  over  a  great  deal  of  dotha  pur- 
chased by  Mr.  Ross,  which  it  was  computed  wouid 
make  seven  or  eight  thousand  suits  more* 

That  the  said  minister  in  the  said  letter  repeats  his 
earnest  request,  that  some  person  of  skill  in  maritime 
affinrs  niay  be  appointed  in  the  character  of  consul  to 
lake  charge  of  them,  he  himself  being  unexperienced 
in  such  affidrs ;  and  that  in  a  letter  of  the  4th  of  Octo- 
ber, preceding,  he  expresses  his  wish  that  his  time  and 
attention  were  not  taken  up  by  any  concerns  in  mer- 
cai^le  aflbirs,  and  be  thereby  diverted  from  others 
more  important :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  it  b  necessary  to  obtain  as  far  as 
possible  the  supplies  of  clothing,  medicines,  arms,  and 
ammunition  requested  from  his  most  christian  majesty 
on  loan ;  as  well  as  without  loss  of  time  to  import 
such  of  the  clothing  and  other  articles  as  have  been 
granted,  or  purchased  in  France  for  the  publick  use. 
That  for  these  and  other  purposes  a  consul  be  ap- 
pointed to  reside  in  France,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  in 
addition  to  his  consular  (unctions,  to  receive  and  for- 
ward all  supplies  to  be  obtained  in  that  kingdom  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  to  assist  in  cfirecting 
our  naval  afiairs* 

Thai  the  board  of  admiralty  be  and  hereby  is  di- 
rected, to  report  to  Congress  the  reasons  that  the  pub- 
lick  clothing  and  military  stores  have  not  been  import- 
ed agreeably  to  the  intentions  of  our  minister  at  the 
court  of  Versaillei. 
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Oi4tfed»  That  MoiKkynext  be  asfigtied  far  the 
eteotioii  of  a  oonsal  to  reride  ia  FittBce  for  ttie  purpo- 
ses abovementioned* 


NOVEMBER  17,  1780. 

Betolved,  Tbat  io  the  applkatUm  to  be  made  for  a 
fofeign  ban,  U  be  rtpreaeoted  to  hU  most  chriMiao 
majeaty,  that  these  United  States  stand  k  need  of 
twentjr-fivemiUioos  of  livies  to.enahle  them  to  carry  oa 
the  next  catapaigo  with  vigour  and  success ;  aad  ttet 
a  representation  be  made  of  the  measares-ahfttady 
taken  by  Congress  to  procure  loans  in  Spain  and  Hol- 
land, and  the  finn  reliance  of  Congress  on  the  inteipa* 
sition  of  his  most  christian  majesty  to  render  those 
applio^ons  efiectual,  if  it  shall  be  inconsistent  with 
the  state  of  his  own  finances  to  adv.aiKse  that  sum  ta 
the  United  States. 

NOVEMBER  22,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  Congress  agreed  to 
the  foUowii^  letter  a|id  representation  to  his  most 
christian  majesty. 

The  United  States  of  Amerisa  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, to  their  Great,  Faitbfol  and  Beloved  Friend 
and  Ally,  Lewis  the  sixteenth,  Kmg  of  France 
and  Navarre* 

QRBAT,   FAITHFUL    AND    BELOVED     FRIEND   AND   ALLT^ 

Persuaded  of  your  ouyestjr's  friendship,  and  of  ycnr 
earnest  desire  to  prosecute  the  war  with  glory  and 
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siraiitflg*  ti>  tbe  ftiiance,  wt  ought  not  «o  conceal 
from  your  majesty  tbe  embarrasameBts  wbieh  have  aN 
tended  our  national  afiairs,  and  rendered  the  iMt  cam* 
paign  unsuccessful. 

A  naval  superiority  in  tbe  American  seas  having 
enabled  the  enemy,  in  the  midat  of  last  winter,  to 
divide  their  army,  and  extend  the  war  in  the  southern 
states,  Cimrteston  was  subdued  before  a  suffcient  force 
could  be  assembled  for  its  reKef. 

"With  unabated  ardour,  and  at  a  vast  expense,  we  pre- 
pared for  the  succeeding  campaign ;  a  campaign  from 
which,  in  a  dependence  on  the  co-operation  of  the 
squadron  and  troops  generously  descinedf  by  your  ma- 
jesty for  our  assistance,  we  had  formed  the  highest 
expectations.  Again  the  enemy  frustrated  our  mea- 
sures. Your  majesty'is  succours  were  confined  within 
the  harbour  of  Newport,  while  the  main  body  of  the 
British  army  took  refuge  in  their  fortresses,  and  under 
protection  of  their  marine,  declining  to  basard  a  bat- 
tie  in  the  open  field ;  and,  regardless  of  their  rank 
among  civilized  nations,  they  descended  to  wage  a 
predatory  war.  Britons  and  savages  united  in  sudden 
irruptions  on  our  northern  and  western  frontiers,  and 
marked  their  progress  with  blood  and  desolation. 

The  acquisition  of  Charleston,  with  the  advantages 
gained  in  Georgia,  and  the  defeat  of  a  email  army 
composed  chiefly  of  militia,  wbkh  had  been  hastily  col- 
lected to  check  their  operations,  encouraged  the  British 
commander  in  that  quarter  to  penetrate  through  South 
Carolina  into  the  interiour  parts  of  North  Carolina. 
And  the  ordinary  Calamities  of  war  Were  imbittered  by 
implacable  vengeance*    They  did  not,  however,  long 


«njoy  iheir  triraiph*  Iiwiead  of  being  depress^  ioi- 
ptudiDg  danger  served  only  to  rovse  our  citizens  to 
correspondent  esertioos ;  and  by  a  series  6{  gallant 
and  sttccessftil  enterprises  they  compelled  the  enemy  to 
retreat  with  precipttation  anA  disgrace. 
'  They^eem  however  resolved,  by  all  possible  e&rts, 
net  only  to  retain  their  posts  in  Georgia  and  Sooth  Ca-^ 
roKna,  but  to  renew  their  attempts  on  Nimh  Carolioa. 
To  divert  the  reinforcements  destined  for  those  states, 
they  are  now  Mecniing  an  enterprise  against  the  sea* 
coast  of  Vugioia ;  and  from  their  preparations  at  New 
York,  and  intelligence  from  Europe,  it  is  manifest  that 
the  four  southern  states  will  now  become  a  principal 
object  of  (hefar  hostilities. 

It  is  the  voiee  of  the  p^ple,  and  the  resolution  ot 
CSo«gresS|  to  prosecute  the  war  with  redoubled  vigour, 
%dA  to  draw  into  the  field  a  permanent  and  well  ap* 
pointed  army  of  thirty-five  thousand  regular  Uoopt^ 
By  this  decisive  effort,  we  trust  that  we  shall  be  able, 
uoder  the  divine  blessing,  so  efiectually  to  co<<^>erate 
with  your  majesty's  marine  and  land  forces,  as  to  ezpe} 
the  common,  enemy  .from  our  country,  and  render  the 
great  object  of  the  alliance  perpetual.  Biit  to  accoasr 
plish  an  enterprise  of  wach  m^oitude,  and  so  interest- 
ing to  both  nations,  whatever  may  be  our  spirit  and 
our  esertiops,  we  know  that  our  internal  resources  most 
prove  incompetent.  The  sincerity  of  this  declaration 
will  be  manifest  from  a  short  review  of  our  circum- 
stances." 

Unpractised  in  military  arts,  and  unprepared  with, 
die  means  of  defence,  we  were  suddenly  invaded  by  a 
fbrmidable  and  vindictive  nation.  ^We  suf^ported  the 
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ttmc|tttl  emttkt  Urn  yeim  mkh  vecjr  liMlo  fianigtt  wd 
hut  «lutt  waft  doriied  fron  your  mt^imy^  geMMM 
CrMadahip.  ExtriioDa  uoooipMro,  evea  Bmm^  Ifaft 
moti  wealthy  aad  bm  ealablished  govemmeBliy  Macea% 
9arily  exhausted  amr  fiiialicft%  pku^^  as  iaio  iMn» 
aad  antieipated  oojr  taxes  $  wUle  the  4epgmial|onB  of 
aa  active  eneaiy  by  sea  and  laofl  ouule  deep  io^wea* 
aba  on  oaacoaiineica  and  ear  {NNid«DlioBa»  Thaa  e»> 
oeAfNKsed  wiih  difii&aMea,  ia  oar  refweaematieD  to 
your  magdsly  of  Joae  !&»  1779|  we  diiifileind  oar  jBflM% 
aad  reflated  your  pajesty  to  farnish  ua  if  kb  cletkiag^ 
aiBu  and  aaaiuiiitioa  fas  the  laat  eampaig%  on  the 
credit  of  the  Uoked  Slates*  We  eotertaia  a  livel|r 
sense  of  your  majesty's  friend!^  djapoaitien  im  eaabKag 
our  ounister  to  procore  a  part  of  thoae  supfflies,  of 
which,  throogh  unfortunate  events,  a  very^  ataall  piOr 
portion  hath  arrived.  The  saffetiogs  of  our  afaiy»  frooa 
thia  diflappotatment,  have  been  so  severe  thai  we  maal 
caly  on  yoor  majesty 'a  altentiei^to  oar  wel£ue  fat  eft 
fectual  assistance.  The  as^dea  of  Ike  eatilaale  traasr 
mitted  to  our  oiiaiiler  s^re  essential  to  epr  araiy ;  aad 
we  iatter  oorselves  that,  thfougt  year  aMtjee^'a  intei^ 
positiao,  they  will  be  sap|iUed« 

At  a  line  when  we  feel  ourselvea  strong^  iaafceised 
by  the  weight  of  past  obligatioosf  it  ia  With  the  uteMMl 
reluetance  that  we  yiekl  to  the  eaaergeney  of  our  a£^ 
fairs  in  requesting  additional  iavours*  An  unreserve4 
€oafidenco  in  your  mi^es^,  and  a  well-groooded  assu- 
rance that  we  ask  no  more  than  is  necessary  ta  eoaUa 
US  effectaaMy  to  co>-9perate  with,  your  itM^esSgr  in  ter- 
■linitiog  tba  war  wiih  glory  aad  suiQcess,  mmL  be-eM 
jualification. 


It  ii  wM  haoim  Aat  wbta  Ihe  Uag  of  Ofmt  Bntedi 
Ibwil  Himself  oMibi*  «o  ttibdm  the  pofHrtoM  BtAt^s  of 
Kortk  Aawrita  liy  feree^  or  w  aodvce  them  by  art  to 
nlhiqtiiii  the  allkmce  with  your  majesty,  be  reBotved 
l»pr0irMt  the  fmis  ii  eftpectation  tfatt  the  Um  of  tmr 
commerce,  and  tbe  derangement  of  o«r  fnance^,  mmi 
e?%ntotH)r  oompet  ih  to  submit  to  his  domination. 
Apprised  of  ibe  neeessily  of  foreign  aMs  of  money  to 
aoppon  ds  in  ft  contest  with  a  nation  so  Hch  and  j^ower* 
Mi  wo  bavK  kmg  ibiee  aothorhed  oar  mioiftter  (o  <ior^ 
row  a  sufficient  sam  in  your  majesty's  dominions,  an4 
in  Spaifi)  and  in  Holland,  on  tbe  credit  of  tbese  United 
States. 

We  now  tiew  tbe  prospect  of  a  disappointment 
with  tbe  deeper  ooncem,  as  the  late  misfortunes  to 
the  southern  states,  and  the  ravages  of  the  northern 
ftnd  western  frontiers  have,  in  a  very  considerable 
degree,  impaii*<d  oo^  internal  Resources.  From  a 
full  investigation  of  our  circumstances  it  is  manifest, 
that  in  aid  of  our  utmost  exertions  a  foreign  loah.of 
specie,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  twenty-five  millions 
of  livres,  will  be  indispensably  necesskry  for  a  vigorous 
prosecution  of  the  war.  On  an  occasion  in  which  tbe 
independence  of  these  United  States  and  your  majes- 
ty^s  glory  are  so  intimately  connected^  we  are  con* 
strained  to  request  your  majesty  effectually  to  support 
tbe  Applications  of  our  ministers  for  that  loan.  So  es- 
sential  is  it  to  the  common  cause,  that  we  shall  without 
it  be  pressed  with  wants  and  distreises,  wbicb  may 
render  all  ocrr.oibrts  languid,  precarious,  and  indeci- 
mre.  Whether  it  shall*  please  your  majitety  to  siipfh 
Ute  for  this  necenary  aid  as  odr  security,  or  to  ad vtMfe 


Mi  SECRST  JODEHAL.  d^.% 

it  from  jrour  royal  coflfers,  we  do  hereby  eolemly 
pledge  the  fiiith  of  these  United  Stetes  to  mdenmify, 
or  reimbarse  your  nie|e8ty,  eccording  to  the  natore  ot 
the  case,  both  for  principal  and  interest,  in  such  man- 
lier as  shall  be  agreed  upon  with  oor  minister  at  yoar 
majesty's  coart« 

We  beseech'the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events  to  keep 
your  msgesty  in  bis  holy  protection,  and  long  to  con- 
tinue to  France  the  blessings  arising  from  the  adou- 
nistratioo  of  a  prince  who  noUy  asserts  the  rights  of 
mankind. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  23d  day  of  November, 
in  the  year  of  our  Liord,  1780,  by  the  Congress 
of  the  United  States  of  North  America,  and  in  the 
fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

Your  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

Signed,  SAM'L.  HUNTINGTON,  Presidenu 

Attest. 
Charlbs  Thomson,  Secretary. 

NOVEMBER  98,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Madison  and  Mr.  Houston,  appointed  to 
prepare  instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  Congress 
agreed  to  the  following  instructions  to  Dr.  Franklin  : 

sia. 
The  letter  to  his  most  christian  majesty  which  ac- 
companies these  instructions  you  will  deliver  without 
lofs  of  time*    You  will  on  all  occasions,  and  in  ikt 


ma.] 

stimigMt  tonn,  ro|iretMt  tbe  naakerable  fietdutite  cf 
Ibete  United  Slates  to  maintain  thftir  libertiea  and  ui» 
dependence,  and  inviolably  to  adhere  to  the  aHianee  at 
every  liasard,  and  in  every  event.  That  the  mitfiir* 
Imies  of  the  laat  caaqpaign  instead  of-  cepressiagybave 
redoabled  their  ardour.  That  Congress  are  resolved 
to  employ  every  resource  in  their  power  to  expel  the 
eneay  fimn  every  part  of  the  United  States,  by  the 
most  vigovous  and  decisive  cooperation  with  the  ma- 
rine and  troops  of  their  illustrieiis  ally.  That  they  bave 
called  for  a  powerful  army,  and  ample  supplies  of  pro* 
visions,  and  that  the  states  are  disposed  eflfectually  to 
comply  with  their  requisitions.  That,  if  in  aid  of  our 
own  eiertions,  the  court  of  France  can  be  prevailed 
on  to  assume  a  naval  superiority  in  the  American  seas, 
to  furnish  the  arms,  ammunition  and  clothing  speci* 
fied  in  the  estimate  herewith  transmitted,  and  to  assist 
us  with  the  loan  mentioned  in  the  letter,  we  flatter  our- 
selves,  that  under  the  divine  blessing,  the  war  must  be 
speedily  terminated  with  glory  and  advantage  to  both 
^  nations.  To  procure  these  necessary  aids  you  will 
employ  unremitted  attemioD,  and  yoor  utmost  abilities. 
Your  own  knowledge  of  our  circumstances,  ^nd  the 
facts  suggested  in  the  letter,  will  supply  you  with 
abundant  arguments  to  enforce  our  requisition. 

2.  Ton  will  give  colonel  Palfrey,  lately  paymaster 
general  for  our  armies,  and  now  our  consul  in  France, 
all  the  support  which  is  necessary  for  the  exercise  of 
bis  consular  functions,  as  well  as  for  the  effectual  exe- 
cution of  the  special  authority  and  iostractions  which 
he  will  communicate.  The  sufierings  of  our  army  for 
want  of  the  clothing  and  arms  which  the  pant  of  his 


iMii  ohriiliaa  iuyKty  awl  yMr  tmn  dtipBtiJu't  gMt 
m  fCMOP  lo  ttpect^  Bnd  ths  abfloiiite  wad  i»efeMait| 
iKOtmiy  of  their  btting  immediitd y  faffwiiwtod»  Id  ptt 
dfeaey  to  o«r  future  operalioes^  urill  euJhiiwtly  iaii*> 
fMM  epott  ym  tbedugivoas  oMte^fMMetof  a  further 
ditriypoimiae»l> 

3*  Witb  ie$pe€«  to  tto  leen^  ivefatesee,  liiit  tto  tmk 
vbich  we  ask  wiH  be  freatly  {Mdefwte  (b  Mr  fteeli. 
We  wish,  boweTer,  to  depend  at  much  ii  possible  oa 
ear  owa  iotetoal  ekevitoitt*  la  tliift  oegietiatHMi  At 
Hate  of  oar  fioeneet  requires,  dMit  yoa  sboeld  erntea- 
iroor  to  procure  as  long  a  respite  after  tiie  war^  ier  pay- 
ment of  the  prineipaly  as  aaay  be  in  your  po^irer.  Yoa 
may  agree  for  an  interest  not  exceeding  the  terms  y- 
knred orgtTen  on  national  seoority  in  Europe,  eadea^ 
Tonring  to  suspend  the  discharge  ef  the  interest  for 
two  or  three  years^  if  possible* 

You  are  hereby  empowered  to  pledge  t^  foith  of 
the  United  States,  by  executing  such  secarfiies  or  ob- 
ligatioas  for  the  payment  of  the  nraMy  as  you  ahaU 
think  proper ;  and  also  that  the  interest  shall  aet  be 
reduced,  nor  the  principal  paid,  derinsg  Abe  term  far 
which  the  same  shall  hare  been  bo»owed,  without  the 
cons^t  of  the  lenders,  or  their  representatiFes*  Yea 
are  to  stipulate  for  the  payment  of  both  prtnctpal  aad 
interest  in  specie.  The  loan  must  prove  inefleclaal, 
uoless  the  specie  is  actually  remitted.  Baperimice  hai 
shewn  that  the  negotiation  of  bills  is  attended  with  an- 
supportable  loss  aw)  disadrantage.  His  most  cbfistiaa 
majesty,  we  are  psrsuaded,  wiU  see  in  the  stroogost 
light  the  necessity  ef  despeibbiog  an  eftcttve  jwral 
armament  to  the  American  seas.    This  is  a  meseurs 


oi  audi  vast  OKanenl,  tbat  your  vtaost  address  wiH  \m 
eofiojed  to  give  it  stcce^s*  Bj  9wh  a  comreyance, 
the  specie  may  be  remitted,  in  diflferent  ships  of  war, 
vith  a  pimpeel  «tf  safety. 

4.  Wc  hmwm  imnmd  a  letter  ftaos  Stephen  IVM^ 
dthen  CatUe^  ^t  S^kk,  d^trUeh  the  tttdtesad  is  ft  copy, 
vharain  h«  styles  hiaianlfcaMsd  te  larapnsMted  tm* 
tionsat  tbeeoMrlaCibsaiBpsferof  Maroato*  Ifyoa 
shal)  see  no  objectioos  to  the  cootrary,  you  will  cor- 
reapoad  siiik  hissy  and  asstara  hi«  ia  tha  aaaie  of  Cdn- 
gress,  and  in  tems  ibm  iBQSt  respetlfal  to  the  eospa^ 
tor,  that  we  eatasrtaio  a  sincere  disposttion  to  cnltrnta 
the  moat  perfect  friendship  with  him^  and  are  desiroaa 
to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  commerce  with  him ;  and  that 
w«  shall  embraee  a  favourable  opportunity  to  annnuAoe 
onr  wishes  in  form* 


DECEMBER  8,  1780. 

Oa  motlalt  of  Mr*^  SMKvan,  seconded  by  Mr.  Bee, 
Resolwd^  That  an  envoy  ejitraordinary  be  appoint- 
ed to  ptooetd  Id  the  court  ef  VersailLes  for  the  special 
pswpase  of  ai^Uekiog,  in  conjunction  wUh  our  ministet 
plenipoicwtiaey  aJi  thfti  coart,  the  aids  requested  by 
Congress,  and  farwaffdiog  them  to  America  withoat  lossr 
ef  timev 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  elect- 
iog  the  said  envoy. 


KfOMAL.  (Dactf, 


DECEMBER  9,  1780. 

On  the  report  of  a  coaunittee,  cootisting  of  Mr^ 
HomtOD)  Mr.  Lovell  and  Mr.  MoM,  to^whom  were 
referred  a  letter  of  the  9th  November,  firom  WiUiam 
Palfrey,  accepting  the  office  of  coiwil,  Congress  agreed 
to  the  following  commission  and  instmctions : 

The  Congress  of  the  United  States  of  North  Amen*" 
ca  to  William  Palfrey,  Esquire,  Greetmg. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
abilities  and  integrity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute* 
you  our  consul  in  France,  during  our  pleasure,  to  exer- 
cise the  functions,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  honours,  autbo* 
rities,  pre-eminences,  privileges,  exemptions,  rights 
and  emoluments  to  the  said  oflSce  appertaining. 

And  we  do  hereby  enjoin  it  upon  all  merchants  of 
these  United  States,  and  upon  all  captains,  masters 
and  commanders  of  ships  and  other  vessels,  armed  or 
unarmed,  sailing  under  our  flag,  as  well  as  all  others 
of  our  citizens,  to  acknowledge  the  said  William  Pal- 
frey, and  to  obey  him  in  his  consular  quality ;  praying 
and  requesting  our  very  dear  great  friend  and  ally  bis 
most  christian  majesty,  his  governours  and  other  offi- 
cers whom  it  may  concern,  to  permit  the  said  William 
Palfrey  fully  and  peaceably  to  enjoy  die  said  office, 
without  giving  or  suffering  to  be  given  any  molesta^ 
tion  or  trouble  to  him,  but  on  the  contrary  to  afford 
him  all  countenance  and  assistance,  offering  to  do  the 
same  for  all  those  who  shall  be  in  like  manner  recom- 
mended to  us  by  him. 


980.]  F0RII6N  AFFAIRS.  353 

In  testiiDODy  whereof,  we  have  caused  these  pre- 
sents to  be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the 
ninth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord, 
1780,  and  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

Signed,  S.  H.  President. 

Attest. 

C.  T.  Secretary. 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO   WILLIAM    PALFRBT,    ESQUIRE. 
SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commissidn  constituting 
you  our  consul  in  France  during  our  pleasure. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  fix  your  residence- at  that  port' 
which  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  execution  of  the 
powers  entrusted  to  you. 

For,  besides  your  proper  consular  functions,  you  are 
to  receive  and  forward  all  supplies  to  be  obtained  in 
that  kingdom  for  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
assist  in  directing  our  naval  affairs. 

You  will  regularly  transmit  to  us  accounts  of  the 
civil  and  military  constitutions  of  the  place  where  you 
reside,  of  its  advantages  for  commerce  with  the  world 
in  general,  and  especially  with  these  United  States* 

You  will  give  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
France  such  observations  as  you  may  from  time  to  time 
make  or  obtain,  tending  to  promote  through  him  the 
service  of  your  country. 

You  will  receive  from  America,  according  as  good 

opportunities  present,  funds  for  the  discharge  of  your 

duties  as  our  commercial  agent.    But  at  your  first 

arrival,  and  in  cases  of  absolute  necessity,  you  are 
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autiwrkBed  to  ^rair  ufOQ  our  o^tnttier  pleoipdMltiaky 
in  France^  tbkEiig  Caere  always  to  give  him  carij^  notice 
of  iQch  neceBsides,  tbat  he  may  aid  yon  from  Ainds 
procured  xka  vor  ttccomt,  wttlioiit  doMg  iojury  t«  our 
other  concerns. 

You  may  also  draw,  under  like  circumstances,  upon 
other  funds  which  you  shall  know  to  have  been  pro- 
cured for  us  in  Europe. 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  call  for 
any  property  belonging  to  these  tJnited  States,  dnd  now 
in  the  hands  of  any  persons  who  have  acted  as  agents 
for  us  in  Fi*aiicei  so  that  you  may  olitaio  a  cooaprefaen- 
sive  view  of  our  effects  there,  and  may  contrive  tine 
beat-rapdes  of  transmittiog  them  to  America. 

You  will  also  carefully  attend  to  such  instructions  aa 
we  shall  from  time  to  time  communicate  to  you,  either 
directly^  or  through  our  minister  pleiupotentiary. 

Done  in  Congress,  the  ninth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  tiundred 
and  eighty,  and  in  the  firth  year  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  North  America. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bee,  That  all  the  powers,  authorities  and  privileges 
conferred  on  William  Palfrey,  in  the  commission  and  in* 
structions  appointing  him  consul  in  France,  and  general 
agent  for  commercial  affairs  in  that  kingdom  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States,  be  suspended  until  he  give 
bond  with  three  sufficient  securities  in  for 

the  due  performance  of  his  office  of  agent ;  and  that  he 
take  an  oath  before  the  chief  justice  of  the  state  of 


llfiOk) 


TenaoK  AfMiMi^ 


Pennsylvania  for  the  due  performance  of  the  office  of 
consul,  a  copy  of  frhi^l^  oa^  tQ|[et^  with  the  hond, 
to  be  lodged  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  Con- 
grtas. 

A  moCiMi  was  made  by  Mr.  Sharpe,  seconded  by 
Mr.  SuUiran^  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  tkc  fbro- 
goin;  motion  And  on  the  question  for  poslpoiinf, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland-** 


New  Hampshire,    Mr»  Sullivan, 

'Massacbuaatl9  Bay,lib«  S.  Adaoi^ 
Mr.  Lovell, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersfy^ 

Pennaydkaqiil, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Cornell, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Wolcotl, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr,  Clarke, 


>iAt. 

>.At. 

Ay.^ 
Ay.  >  At. 
Ay.> 


>^At. 


Mr.  Wiiherspoon,  Ay.  5  ^^' 


Ay. 


Mr*  Clymer> 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mmfifattd, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Mathews, 

Mr.  Few, 
Mr,  H^wly> 


>^Ar. 
^•^DiviD.1^ 
>-Ar.x 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


m 


SECRET  JOURNAL. 


[Dec.  11, 


DECEMBER  11, 1780. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Burnet,  to  reconsider  the  resolution  for  ap- 
pointing  an  envoy  extraordinary.  And  on  the  question 
to  reconsider,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Duane — 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan, 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Cornell, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 


>No. 
Ay.) 

Ay.>  Ay. 

Ay.) 

>No. 


Mr.  Huntington,   Ay. ) 

Ay.>  Ay. 


Mr.  Wolcptt, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


Ay.> 


No. 


Noil  No. 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. 
Mr.  Clarke,  Ay.  ^  Ar. 

Mr.  Burnet, 


Ay.) 

Ay,  J 

Ay.) 


Mr.  HansoD, 

Mr.  MadiB<m, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Jones. 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


^►At.  X 

S::lNo. 
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South  Carolina,   .     Mr.  Mathews,       No.  ^ 

Mr.  Bee,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Motte,  No. ) 

Greorgia,  Mr.  Walton,         No.  ^ 

Mr.  Few,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Howly,  No.  J 

So  it  passed  ia  the  negative. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  envoy  ex- 
traordinary ;  and  the  ballots  being  taken,  colonel  John 
Laurens  was  unanimously  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  commission  and  instructions 
to  colonel  Laurens. 


DECEMBER  15, 1780. 

Whereas  a  good  understanding  and  friendly  inter- 
course between  the  subjects  of  her  imperial  majesty  the 
empress  of  all  the  Russias  and  these  United  States  may 
be  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations : 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  be  appointed  to  reside  at 
the  court  of  the  empress  of  Russia. 

Ordered,  that  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  electing 
such  minister. 

Ordered,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
prepare  a  commission  and  draft  of  instructions  for  (he 
said  minister. 

DECEMBER  19, 1780. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister  to 
reside  at  the  court  of  the  empress  of  Russia ;  and  the 


ballots  be(pg  ttken,  the  hoBouitble  Framcm  Daoa  wu 
elected* 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consistiog  of  Mr. 
Duane,  Mi.  Wkherspoon  and  Mr.  Madisoo,  appoinlad 
to  prepare  a  commissioii  apd  draft  of  iostructions  for 
the  said  minister^  Congress  agreed  to  the  following. 

OOVmSSION  TO  TBI  ROtPOURABLE  FAAHOfS  DAMl. 

The  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachiv 
setts  Bay,  Rhode  Island  ^d  Provident  Plafitatioos, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey^  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolba,  Sout)^ 
Carolina  and  Georgia,  in  Congress  assembled — ^To  all 
who  shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  her  imperial  majesty  the  empress  of  all  the 
Rus^ias,  aUentive  to  the  fr^ediMn  of  commerce  and  the 
righjt^  qf  ^a|(;i<mi^  ia  l^ev  4^c^i^f^  tp  tb^  b^^ctrmt 
aQ4  neutral  po^wpra,  hath  propo^  9«&¥l^lH>l^  ((m^IImM 
on  principlen  of  JM^^c^  «<mity  w4  iiH^4ociMf«b  rf 
whi^  \ikfiiv  mo^t  c^ri^ti^  aad  <;fKh9tMt  im^^»tia%|md 
several  of  the  neutral  maritime  pp^^r^  of  Sompe  h^ff 
declared  (heir  approbation  ^  Aim}  w^^rf^^  Omgrt ss, 
willing  to  testify  their  regard  to  the  rights  of  coiiimorM» 
and  their  respect  for  the  so^reign^  who  hiith  pr«f>Q9ed, 
find  the  pawnfn  mh^  hw9  upproved  Ihe  aaid  f%giW 
tions,  did,  by  an  act  passed  on  the  fifth  digi  •fOctofaor 
last,  empower  the  minister  plenipotentiary  from  these 
United  States,  if  invited  tbfr^tgi,  Uk  accede  to  such 
regulations  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  said  decla- 
ralioB,  aa  might  be  agreed  o»  by  theOoogPtis  expect- 
ed t»  asaenble  in  puranuice  ot  her  imperial  nejetty% 


invitalttOQ :  AbA  wbereas  it  jU  tbe.  ^esite  of  tbes4 
Unked  States  to  cultivate  4he  friendsbip  of  ber  iE$|>erial 
nuijcsty^  and  to  lay  a  fonodatioa  f<Q^  n  |;ood  uadet^taiid^ 
iDg  and  frieadljr  intercaoufse  beiweea  the  autjects  of 
her  imperial  majesty  and  the  citizens  of  these  states, 
tb  the  VMtoal  advantage  of  both  nations :  Enow  yb^ 
TfitiRETOat,  That  We,  confiding  in  the  integrity,  pru- 
dence and  abiKty  of  the  honourable  Francis  Dana, 
late  a  delegate  in  Congress  fVoin  the  state  of  Massa- 
clrasetts  Bay,  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  said 
state,  have  nominated  and  constituted,  and  by  these 
pre^nts  do  noiiMiiate  and  eonstitote  him  the  said 
Francis  Dana  to  be  our  minister  at  the  court  of  her 
said  imperial  majesty,  with  full  power  in  our  name, 
and  in  behalf  of  these  United  States,  to  accede  to 
-the  convention  of  the  said  neutral  and  belligerent 
powers  for  prelecting  the  freedom  of  commerce  and 
the  rights  of  nations,  and  to  subscribe  any  treaty  for 
that  purpose  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  her  said 
imperial  majesty's  declaration,  and  which  shall  be  con* 
sistent  with  the  dignity  and  sovereignty  of  the  United 
States  as  a  free  and  independent  nation,  either  with  her 
imperial  majesty  conjunctly  with  tbe  other  neutral 
powers,  or  if  that  shall  be  inadmissible,  separately  with 
her  imperial  majesty,  or  any  one  of  those  powers. 
And  he  is  further  authorized  in  our  name,  and  on  behalf 
of  the  United  States,  to  propose  a  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  between  these  United  States  aiKl  lier  said 
imperial  majesty,  and  to  confer  and  treat  thereon  with 
her  ministers,  vested  with  equal  powers,  so  as  the  same 
shall  be  founded  on  principles  of  equality  and  recipro- 
city, and  for  the  mutual  advantage  of  both  nations,  and 
agreeable  to  the  spirit  of  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
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these  United  States  and  his  most  christian  majesty; 
transmitting  such  treaty  for  our  final  ratification*  And 
we  declare  in  good  faith  that  we  will  confirm  whatso- 
ever shall  by  him  be  transacted  in  the  premises. 

Done  by  the  United  States  of  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  at  Philadelphia.  Witness  his  excel- 
lency Samuel  Huntington,  esquire,  President,  the 
nineteenth  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eighty,  and 
in  the  fifth  year  of  our  independence. 

(Signed)    •  S.  H.  President. 

Attest. 

Ch.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 

INSTRUCTIONS    TO     THE   -HONOURABLE     FRANCIS     DANA, 
ESQUIRE. 

SIR, 

The  great  object  of  your  negotiation  is  to  engage  her 
imperial  majesty  to  favour  and  support  the  sovereignty 
and  independence  of  these  United  States,  and  to  lay  a 
foundation  for  a  good  understanding  and  frieodJj  inter- 
course between  the  subjects  of  her  imperial  miy'esty 
and  the  citizens  of  these  United  States,  to  the  mutual 
advantage  of  both  nations. 

You  will  readily  perceive,  that  it  must  be  a  leading 
and  capital  point,  if  these  United  Statcf^  shall  be  for- 
mally admitted  as  a  party  to  the  convention  of  the 
neutral  maritime  powers  for  maintaining  the  freedom  of 
commerce.  This  regulation  in  which  the  empress  is 
deeply  interested,  and  from  which  she  has  derived  so 
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Buicb  glory,  will  open  the  way  for  your  favourable 
fecepiioo,  which  we  have  the  greater  reason  to  expect, 
as  she  has  publickly  invited  the  belligerent  powers  to 
accede  thereto* 

And  you  will  give  it  an  attention  suitable  to  its  im- 
portance. Your  success  will,  however,  depend  on  a 
variety  of  sources  and  contingencies ;  on  a  more  perfect 
knowledge  of  the  state  of  Europe  than  t:an  be  obtained 
at  this  distance ;  on  the  ultimate  views  of  her  imperial 
majesty^  the  temper  of  her  cabinet  the  avenues  to  their 
confidence,  the  dispositions  of  the  neutral  powers  with 
whom  she  is  connected,  and  the  events  of  war*  Under 
such  circumstances,  precise  instructions  for  your  con- 
duct cannot  be  expected :  on  the  contrary,  the  greatest 
room  must  be  left  for  the  exercise  of  your  own  pene- 
tration and  assiduity  in  gaining  proper  information, 
and  for  yeur  prudence  and  address  in  improving  it  to 
the  best  advantage*  Your  zeal  for  the  publick  interest 
will  lead  you  to  embrace  every  favourable  incident  and 
expedient,  which  may  recommend  these  states  to  the 
friendship  of  her  imperial  majesty  and  her  ministers* 
Your  attachment  to  the  honour  and  independence  of 
yonr  country  will  restrain  you  from  every  concession 
unbecoming  the  dignity  of  a  free  people*  The  diplo- 
matick  order  in  which  you  are  placed  by  your  commis- 
sion, will  prevent  embarrassments,  which,  in  so  delicate 
a  case  might  arise  from  the  punctilio  of  ceremony  $ 
while  it  entitles  you  to  all  the  confidence  and  protec- 
tion essential  to  the  oflBce  of  a  publick  minister* 

For  the  further  execution  of  your  trust,  you  will  con- 
form,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  following  instructions  < 
VOL.  II*  4G 


1.  You  sbaH  cMnmfmiMite  your  powers  mud  te» 
structions  to  our  minhtere  pWnipoteiMiarf,  at  die  cool 
of  Vereailles,  and  for  negoiiatiag  peace,  and  avail  yomw 
self  of  their  advice  and  infomatioD ;  and  k  majr  ba 
prudent  Uirough  them  to  abtaia  the  s^tte  of  liie  court 
of  France  diereon* 

2.  You  shall  eoffimaoicate  the  gomral  object  of 
your  mission  to  the  minister  of  his  tnoet  chriittaii  majei* 
tj  at  the  court  of  Petersbui^i  and  endeaiFOQr  Ihroogli 
his  mediation  to  sound  the  dispotitkm  of  hw  impefial 
majestj,  or  her  ministers,  towards  thete  United  Stetei« 

9.  If  the  result  of  your  inquiries  should  poiat  cot  a 
hit  prospect  of  an  honourable  reception,  you  are  to 
announce  your  publick  character,  and  deHter  yoof 
letters  of  credence  in  the  usual  form. 

4.  You  are  to  manifest  on  all  proper  occarioat  the 
high  respect  which  Congress  entertain  for  her  imperoii 
majesty;  for  the  lustre  of  her  character,  and  thii 
Hberality  of  her  sentiments  and  her  views ;  aad  pav^ 
tkularly  you  are,  in  the  strongest  terms,  to  testify  our 
approbation  of  the  measures  which  her  imperial  rnajes* 
ty  has  suggested  and  matured  for  the  protecthm  ef 
commerce  against  the  arbitrary  violations  of  the  Britirii 
court.  You  will  present  the  act  of  Congress  herewilll 
transmitted,  declaring  our  assent  to  her  nnperiil 
majesty's  regulations  on  this  snli^ect,  and  use  every 
means  which  can  be  devised  to  obtain  the  oonseot  and 
influence  of  that  court  that  these  United  States  shall  be 
formally  invited,  or  admitted,  to  accede  as  prindpab 
and  as  an  independent  nation  to  the  said  convention 
la  that  event,  you  are  authorised  to  subscribe  file 
treaty  or  convention  for  the  protection  of  commerce 


AflMMb  m 

m  babilf  #f  thtM  UmUd  Siale%  either  iritb  btr  impe- 
rial BMJesty  coDJttocily  with  the  other  neutral  pewers, 
mt  if  Ihfti  ebaU  be  iudmimble,  aefMMtely  with  her 
iagitrial  n^^y,  or  aay  ooe  of  those  powers^ 

S»  You  ere  to  impieae  her  imperiel  Me|eety  aed  het 
auuistecs  with  a  seoee  of  the  jnettoe  of  ooreaute^  the 
Mature  and  liability  of  our  uaieii<aad  the  solema 
OBgagenaate  by  wfakh  aoi  oaly  the  ttates,  bat  hit  moat 
dif iatin  aMjeefty^  mn  redproceUy  bonod  to  aieiataia 
ik%  eorereignty,  rights  aad  jurisdiotiou  of  each  of  the 
thineen  states  ionalably ;  and  the  irtterio^iracticabilt* 
ty  of  our  acceding  to  any  treaty  of  peace  with  Great 
BritaiD»  #D  the  principles  of  a  tOi/esrubltf,  or  on  any 
other  teroMi  than  soch  as  shall  imply  an  express  or  ta> 
cit  ackoowledgaseot  of  the  sofereigniy  of  each  and 
•reqF  part,  aad  which  shall  be  consistent  with  the  let* 
let  aad  spirit  of  out  treaty  of  alliance  and  friendship 
and  eawoeree  with  his  most  christien  majesty*  You 
shall  repreaeni,  in  pointed  tenas^  the  barbarous  mai^ 
tar  in  which^  contrary  to  the  laws  of  all  civiliaad  n%^ 
tioasi  the  war  has  been  eonduclod  by  the  eaeiay,  the 
cttfficulties  which  we  have  san»ounted|  and  the  cer- 
tain  prospect,  under  the  divine  blessiag,  of  expelling 
our  eaeaies»  and  establisbiag  our  independence  oa 
such  basis  as  will  render  oa  useful  to  the  whole  cott> 
nsrcial  worW^  aad  happy  in  ourselves.  You  shall  as- 
sure her  iasperial  aMJesty  of  oar  ambitioa  to  nMsber 
ao  wise  and  magnanimous  a  princess  among  our  f  rienda, 
aad  to  assign  her  a  ihstiageished  place  amoi^  those 
illustrious  personages  of  ancient  and  modem  timeS) 
who  have  deli{|bted  in  promoting  the  happiness  of  man- 


kiad,  and  in  dUarmiog  tyranny  of  the  power  <tf  doing 
mischief. 

6.  You  shall  assure  her  imperial  majesty  and  her 
ministers  of  the  sincere  disposition  of  these  United 
States  to  enter  into  a  treaty  of  friendship  and  com- 
merce with  her  on  terms  of  the  most  p^ect  equality, 
reciprocity  and  mutual  advantage,  and  similar  to  those 
expressed  in  our  treaty  with  his  most  christian  majes*- 
ty  ;  aod  you  are  authorized  to  communicate  with  her 
imperial  majesty's  ministers  on  the  form  and  terms  of 
such  treaty,  and  transmit  the  same  to  Congress  for 
their  ratification. 

7.  You  shall  communicate  punctually  with  our  re- 
spective ministers  in  Europe,  and  avail  yourself  of 
their  advice  and  information,  and  of  the  success  of 
their  respective  negotiations  to  raise  our  importance 
and  support  our  interest  at  the  court  of  Petersburg* 

8.  You  shall  endeavour  to  acquire  a  perfect  know* 
ledge  of  the  manners  anc)  etiquette  of  the  court  sit 
which  you  reside,  and  particularly  in  the  diplomatick 
line ;  and  of  the  manufactures  and  commerce  of  that 
empire;  and  point  out  in  your  correspondence  how  far 
and  on  what  conditions  the  two  nations  can  be  mutoal- 
ly  beneficial  to  or  improve  each  other  in  commerce  or 
policy,  arts  or  agriculture. 

Lastly.  And,  in  general,  you  shall  pursue  all  such 
measures  as  shall  appear  to  you  conducive  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  United  States,  to  the  faithful  disdiarge  of 
your  important  trust,  and  which  circumstances  may 
point  out  to  be  salutary  and  beneficial. 


rm.}  fORfilGIt  AFPAIES.  HI- 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia^  the  19th  day  of 
DeceFmber,  in  the  year  of  oar  Lord,  1780,  and  in 
the  5tb  year  of  our  independence. 


A   LBTTBE  or  OaiDKHCS  fOft  MB.  ]>AVA. 
«BBAT   AMD   BSLOVEP, 

The  United  States  of  North  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the  wisdom 
and  magnanimity  of  your  imperial  majesty,  aad  willing 
to  testify  our  approbation  of  the  regulations  proposed 
by  your  imperial  majesty  for  protecting  the  freedom  of 
commerce  and  the  rights  of  nations,  hare  appointed 
the  honourable  Francis  Dana,  late  a  delegate  in  Con* 
gress  from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  council  of  the  said  state,  to  be  our  minister 
at  your  court,  that  he  may  give  more  particular  assu- 
rances of  the  great  respect  which  we  entertain  for 
your  imperial  majesty,  and  of  our  earnest  desire  to 
cultivate  the  firiendshtp  of  a  sovereign  eminent  for  her 
justice,  equity  and  moderation.  We  beseech  your  im- 
perial majesty  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing 
which  he  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when 
be  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friendship«i 
We  pray  God  to  keep  your  imperial  majesty  in  hii 
holy  protection. 


Poee  bjr  the  Uoiaad  Su(m  of  NonA  America  m» 
sembled  ia  CoDgre88»  at  Philadelphia*  the  19tb 
day  of  December,,  in  the  year  of  our  Ijord,  1780^ 
apd  in  the  6th  year  of  oar  iadependeiiGe. 

S.  H.  Pretideiit. 

Ch.  T.  Secretary. 

DECEMBER  30,  17M. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  fornish  the  minitCer 
appointed  to  the  court  of  Petersburg  with  letterf  ot 
credit  on  the  miaister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  for  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  sterling,  as  his  salary  for  one  year ;  provided 
the  said  minister  shall  proceed  to  the  court  of  Peters* 
burg. 

DECEMBER  31,  1780. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Doane,  seconded  by  Mr.  Hoot, 

Resolved,  That  the  resolution  for  appointing  aa 
envoy  extraordinary  to  the  court  of  Versailles  be  re- 
considered so  far  as  to  alter  the  style  and  title  of  the 
toiaister. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Duane,  to  strike  out  the  words  ^  envoy  ex- 
**  traordinary.'^ 

A  division  was  called  for.  And  on  the  question. 
Shall  the  word  <<  envoy^'  stand,  the  yeas  and  nays  be- 
ing requested  by  Mr.  Mathews— 


Rhode  Isbtiidt 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersej, 

Pennsylvania, 

Virginia, 
NcMTth  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Bi^  Mr*  & 

Ur.  Lovell, 
Mr*  Ward, 

Mr.  VarmuB,     , 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  WoleoCt, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.' Floyd, 

Mr  WitherspooB, 
Mr.  Clarke, 
Mr.  Burnet, 

Mr.  Montgomery, 
Ifr.  Clymer, 
Mf.  Wynkoop, 

;Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 


>Ne« 

No.) 
No.  J  No. 


No.y 

::1no. 


No. 
No 


No.) 
No.  J  No. 
Ay.J 

No.) 
No.>  No. 


No.) 


Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Mathews^ 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 


No. 

No, 


No. 


Ay.i 

Ay.>  Ay. 

Ay.) 


Mr.  Walton,  No.  j 

Mr.  Few,  No. 

Mr*  Howly,  No.; 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  word  was 
struck  out. 

On  the  question,  the  word  ^*  extraordinary'^  was  also 
struck  out. 

On  motion, 
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Resohred,  That  the  wbrdt  "  in  cobjqiicCmhi  with  our 
<^  minister  pleoipoteatiary  at  that  comrt,''  be  strock 
out. 

On  motion, 

Resolved*  That  in  h'eu  of  the  words  <<  envoy  ex- 
^^  traoi^diDary,''  be  inserted  the  word*^^  minister  ;^'  and 
the  resolution  as  amended  is  at  follows  : 

Resolved,  That  a  minister  be  appointed  to  proceed 
to  the  court  of  Versailles  for  the  special  purpose  of 
soliciting  the  aids  requested  by  Congress,  and  forward- 
ing them  to  America,  without  loss  of  time. 

DECEMBER  33,  1780. 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Sullivan,  Mr.  Ma« 
dison  and  Mr.  Mathews,  appointed  to  prepare  a  com- 
mission and  instructions  to  colonel  J.  Laurens,  report- 
ed a  draft  of  commission,  instructions  and  letters  of 
credence,  which  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 

COMMISSION  TO  COLONEL  JOHN  LAURBNS. 

The  United  States  of  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts 
Bay,  Rhode  Island  and  Providence  Plantations, 
Connecticut,  New  York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  Maryland,  Virginia,  North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina  and  (jfeorgia,  in  Congress  assem- 
bled—To John  Laurens,  Eisquire,  Greeting. 

We,  reposing  especial  trust  and  confidence  in  your 
fidelity,  zeal,  prudence  and  abilities,  have  nominated 
and  constituted;  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate 
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aqoii  couUiMe  yoaoar  minnter,  for  the  special  purpose 
of  proceeding  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  and  repre- 
iootitig  to  his  most  christian  majesty  the  present  state 
of  oar  pobltck  afiiirs,  witii  the  necessity  and  mutoal 
adranta^of  bis  maintaining  a  naval  superiority  in  the 
American  seas ;  and  also  of  soltoiting  from  him,  and 
forwarding  to  the  Unked  States,  certain  aids  in  money 
and  stores  according  to  an  estimate  herewith  deliver- 
ed to  yoa,  the  better  to  enable  us  to  prosecute  the  war 
with  vigour,  and  co**operate  with  the  arms  of  our  ally 
with  eStcU 

Witness  his  excellency  Samuel  Huntington,  es- 
quire. President,  the  33d  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  and  in  the  5th  year 
of  our  independence. 

(Signed)  S.  H. 

Cfl*  T.  Sec^^ 

INSTRUCTIONS   TO    COLONEL   JOHN   LAURENS. 
SIR, 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission  appointing 
you  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Versailles ;  in  pursu- 
ing the  objects  of  which,  you  will  conform  to  the  f(rf- 
lowiog  iostruciioas : 

Upon  your  arrival  you  will  communicate  fully  to  our 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  that  court  the  business  on 
which  you  are  sent,  and  avail  yourself  of  his  informa- 
tion and  influence  for  obtaining  the  aids  mentioned  in 
the  estimate  delivered  to  you.  Instructions  to  him  for 
that  purpose  are  herewith  transmitted,  which  you  will 
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delirer  iamiediateljr  «fi  your  arrival.  Yoo  will  ccmh 
vey  to  his  most  christian  majesty  the  grateful  aeute 
Congress  have  of  the  noble  and  generoas  part  he  has 
tabtn  with  regard  to  the  United  States,  and  use  every 
possible  means  to  impress  him  with  the  iffgent  and 
critical  state  of  our  affairs  at  preseot,  which  induced 
(be  appointment  of  a  special  minister  to  solicit  his 
effectual  aid. 

You  will,  in  particular,  give  him  full  information  of 
the  present  state  of  our  military  affairs,  and  the  mea- 
sures taken  for  providing  a  respectable  force  for  the 
ensuing  campaign.  It  will  be  proper,  at  the  same 
xime,  to  point  out  the  causes  which  rendered  the  last 
campaign  unsuccessful. 

You  are  to  use  every  effort  in  your  power  to  enforce 
the  necessity  of  maintaining  a  naval  superiority  in  the 
American  seas.  You  will  assure  his  most  christian 
majesty  on  our  part,  that  if  he  will  please  to  commu- 
nicate to  us  his  intentions  respecting  the  next  cam- 
paign in  America,  we  will  use  every  effort  in  our 
power  for  an  effectual  co-operation.  You  are  to  give 
his  majesty  the  most  positive  and  pointed  assurances 
of  our  determination  to  prosecute  the  war  for  the 
great  purposes  of  the  alliance  agreeable  to  our  en- 
gagements. 

Should  his  majesty  grant  the  aids  requested,  and 
tend  to  our  assistance  a  naval  force,  you  will  take  ad- 
vantage of  that  conveyance  for  forwarding  the  articles 
furnished.  If  no  naval  armament  should  be  ordered 
to  America,  you  will  endeavour  to  obtain  some  vessels 
of  force  to  transport  the  said  articles,  or  take  advan- 
tage of  some  convoy  to  America  which  may  render  the 
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transportation  less  hazardoas.  You  will  call  upon 
William  Palfrey,  esquire,  our  consul  in  that  kingdom^ 
for  such  assistance  as  jou  may  stand  in  need  of  for 
forwarding  any  supplies  which  you  may  obtain.  You 
are  authorized  to  draw  upon  our  minister  plenipoten- 
tiary for  such  sums  as  you  may  from  time  to  time 
stand  in  need  of,  giving  him  early  notice  thereof  that 
he  may  aid  you  from  funds  procured  on  our  account, 
without  doing  injury  to  our  other  concerns.  You  may 
also  draw  upon  any  other  funds  which  you  may  know 
to  have  been  procured  for  us  in  Europe. 

You  will,  on  your  arrival  at  the  court  of  Versailles, 
present  the  letter  to  his  most  christian  majesty  which 
you  will  herewith  receive.  Previous  to  your  depar- 
ture from  the  United  States,  you  are  to  confer  with 
the  commander  in  chief  of  the  American  army,  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  the  commanders  in 
chief  of  his  most  christian  majesty's  fleet  and  army  at 
Rhode  Island,  the  marquis  de  la  Fayette,  if  it  should 
not  retard  your  voyage,  upon  the  subject  of  your  com- 
mission, and  avail  yourself  of  every  information  you 
may  obtain  from  them  respectively.  You  will  embrace 
every  opportunity  of  informing  us  of  the  success  of 
your  negotiations,  and  receive  and  obey  such  instruc- 
tions as  you  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  Con* 
gress. 

When  the  purpose  of  your  misssion  shall  be  as  fully 
effected  as  you  may  deem  practicable,  you  are  to  re- 
turn, and  report  your  success  to  Congress  without 
delay,  unless  you  shall  previously  receive  other  or- 
ders. 
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We  pray  God  to  further  you  wkh  his  goodoess  in 
the  several  objects  hereby  recommencM,  and  that  he 
will  hare  you  in  his  holy  keeping. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  93d  day  of 
December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  and  in 
the  6lh  year  of  our  independence. 


LETTERS  OF  CREDENCE  TO  COLONEL  J.  LAURENS. 
GREAT  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALL7, 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, impressed  with  the  magnanimity  of  your  majesty, 
and  of  the  repeated  proofs  you  have  given  of  your 
friendly  disposition  towards  these  states,  and  also  feel- 
ing the  necessity  of  giving  your  majesty  full  informa- 
tion of  the  present  state  of  our  affairs,  have  appointed 
the  honourable  John  Laurens,  esquire,  a  lieutenant 
colonel  in  the  army  of  these  states,  to  repair  to  your 
court,  in  quality  of  minister,  to  solicit  the  aids  re- 
quested by  us  \  and  that  he  may  give  your  majesty 
more  particular  and  further  assurances  of  the  high  re- 
gard we  continue  to  entertain  for  your  majesty.  We 
beseech  your  majesty  to  give  entire  credit  to  every 
thing  he  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when 
be  shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friend- 
ship. 

And  we  pray  God  that  he  will  keep  your  majesty  in 
his  most  holy  protection. 
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Dose  at  Philadelphia,  the  33d  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  and  in  the  5th  year 
of  our  independeDce.  By  the  Congresi  of  the 
United  States  of  North  America.  Your  good 
friends  and  allies. 

(Signed)  S.  H.  President. 

C.  T.  Sec'y. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  honourable  John  Laurens  on  the  subject  of 
his  mission. 

The  members — ^Mr.  Mathews,  Mr.  Madison  and 
Mr.  Duane. 

DECEMBER  26,  1780. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  additional  instructions  \o  the  honourable 
Dr.  Franklin,  on  the  subject  of  Mr.  J.  Laurens's 
mission. 

The  members — Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  M'Kean  and  Mr. 
Duane* 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
confer  with  the  honourable  the  minister  of  France  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  Laurens's  mission* 

The  members — Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr*  Sallivan,  Mr. 
Duane,  Mr.  Mathews  and  Mr.  Madison. 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  war  prepare  with  all 
despatch  a  copy  of  the  list  of  supplies  requested 
from  his  most  christian  majesty^ to  be  sent  by  Mr. 
Laurens. 
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DECEMBER  27,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  tbe  third  article  of  iostractioDs 
given  to  Dr.  Franklin  the  3dth  of  November  last,  be 
added. to  those  given  to  Mr*  J.  Laurens,  as  addiiwfuA 
instructions. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Borke,  Mr.  M^Kean  and  Mr.  Doane,  Congress  agreed 
to  the  following 

ADDITIONAL   INSTRUCTIOVS   TO  DR.    FRANKLIN. 
SIR, 

Since  your  last  instructions,  Congress  have  thought 
it  expedient  to  send  colonel  John  Laurens  with  powers 
to  negotiate  specially  tbe  important  affairs  to  which 
they  more  immediately  relate.  This  gentleman,  from 
the  nature  of  his  services  and  situation,  has  had  oppor- 
tunities of  information  which  peculiarly  qualify  him 
for  giving  to  his  most  christian  majesty  a  more  lively 
idea  of  our  circumstances,  of  our  indispensable  wants, 
and  of  the  great  advantages  which  must  result  to 
the  allies  from  his  majesty's  complying  with  our  re- 
quests. 

The  negotiation  is  besides  so  critically  important 
that  it  was  deemed  highly  requisite,  by  the  mission  of 
this  special  minister,  to  guard  against  the  accident  of 
your  want  of  health,  and  the  consequent  delay  in  mak- 
ing the  application* 

Notwithstanding  this  appointment,  should  the  dupli- 
cates of  the  despatches  reach  you  before  this  minister's 
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arrital,  yon  will  consider  it  as  the  desire  of  Congress, 
that  fott  take,  with  all  possible  expedition,  every  step 
in  jronr  power  for  effecting  the  business,  or  at  least  for 
disposing  bis  »osl  christian  majesty  and  bis  ministers 
to  take  a  fevouraUe  impression  from  the  represeata* 
cioo  which  colonel  Lanrtns,  from  hie  advantages  of . 
fuller  information,  may  be  better  able  to  make«  He  is 
inatrvM^^ed,  and  it  is  well  known  to  be  Ins  own  dispoai^ 
Itoo,  to  avail  himself  of  your  inforamtion  and  inlnence. 
And  Congress  doobt  not  that  tbe  success  of  this  mea* 
sore  will  be  much  promoted  by  the  assistance  he  will 
derive  from  you*  And  they  desire  you  to  consider 
your  attention  to  him,  as  a  matter  which  will  be  very 
satisfactory  to  Congress,  and  advantageous  to  your 
country. 

Done  by  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  27th  day  of  De- 
cember, in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780,  and  in  the 
5th  year  of  our  independence. 

(Signed)    SAML.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Ch.  T.  Sec'y 

DECEMBER  38,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  take  order 
for  fitting  out  the  Alliance  frigate  for  tbe  purpose  of 
conveying  the  honourable  J.  Laurens  to  some  port  in 
France. 


DECEMBER  29,  17S0. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Root,  Mr*  Mathews  and  Mr.  Lovell,  to  whom  were 
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rtfarred  two  tettnn,  one  of  24th  attdoae  of  Mtk 
Septamber,  1790,  from  tbe  Imnourable  J.  Adams,  at 
Amtterdam, 

Resolred,  Tiiat  a  coaunnsmi  be  given  to  tbe  lio^ 
noarable  J.  Adama,  siiiilar  to  tb&oae  prepared  oq  the 
,  first  day  of  November,  1779,  aad  since  given  to  die 
bononraUe  Henry  Laoieas,  as  oioMter  plenipotea- 
tiarjr,  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commefee 
with  the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries;  and 
that  the  following  instructions  and  articles  of  a  treaty 
be  transmitted  to  faim : 

THE    COMMISSION    TO   MR.    J.    ADAMS. 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled, to,  all  who  shall  see  these  presents,  send 
greeting* 

Whereas  an  intercourse  between  the  citizens  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  and  the  citizens 
of  these  United  States,  founded  on  the  principles  of 
equality  and  reciprocity,  may  be  of  mutual  advantage 
to  both  nations  : 

Know  te,  therfore.  That  we,  confiding  in  the  'in- 
tegrity, prudence  and  ability  of  the  honourable  John 
Adams,  late  commissioner  of  the  United  Stales  of  Ame- 
rica at  the  court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Con- 
gress from  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  and  chief 
justice  of  the  said  state,  have  nominated,  constituted 
and  appointed,  and  by  these  presents  do  nominate, 
constitute  and  appoint  him  the  said  John  Adams  our 
commissioner,  giving  him  full  power,  general  and 
special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree 


ud  coadodft  wiik  .tiie  peraon  or  pefwrna  vested  wfh 
e^putl  powers  by  the  states  general  of  the  said  UoUed 
Provtaces,  of  and  concerning  a  treatj  of  amity  and 
coaimerce ;  and  whatewr  shall  be  eo  agreed  and  con- 
dndedtfor  ns^  and  io  our  name,  tasigm  and  tbereqpea 
make  mcb  treaty,  .coftrention»  and  agreements  as  bo 
shall  jmige-eonfoimaUe  to  the  aads  we  have  in  view ; 
hemi^  piMirfsoig  in  gded  faith  that  we  will  accept, 
ratify  and  execnte  whatever  sliaU  be  agireed,  ceocliid* 
ed  mid  sq;ned  by  omr  said  minister. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents  to 
be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  the  99thv 
day  of  December,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1780, 
and  in  the  5th  year  of  our  independence. 

(Signed)         S.  HUNTINGTON,  PresidcnU 

Ch.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 


INSXaUCTlONS  TO  THE  HONOURABLE  JOHN  ADAMS. 
SIR, 

You  will  herewith  receive  a  commission,  authorizing 
you  to  negotiate  a  treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  with 
the  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries.  You  will 
also  receive  a  plan,  in  articles,  which  you  are  to  adopt 
in  whole,  or  without  any  essential  alteration,  being  aU 
ways  cautious  not  to  admit  any  thing  inconsistent  with 
the  treaties  already  concluded  between  the  United 
States  and  France,  and  being  particularly  attentive  to 
the  ninth,  tenth  and  seventeenth  articles  of  our  treaty 
VOL*  u*  48 
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•r  miaf  tad  ciw^uiob  tiiUi  Wnmt/^ 
thty  weM  finsHy  ratified. 

Itt  BMtUog  rfgulmlioni  rttpaeting  opnIiabBiid,  yott 
will  ragttd  not  oaly  the  eiwMfatioa  aitde  m  oar 
tr«My  witk  Prtnee^  bat  ootifarai  to«iidirtgiitetio&i  as 
Akll  bt  agiwd  ofxm  by  tba  CuigMii  of  tlw  agrthwa 
pdwan^  eoatoMing  wUdi  ti<o  hiiiP0  oapiawtdl  oar  i** 
UffiiotM  by  r««olvt«  patMd  tfaa  ith  al  OiMlwr  hHy 
aad  botauMi  trMMiiiad< 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  39th  day  of  December,  in 

the  year  oCour  Lord,  1780,  and  in  the  5th  year 

of  Qur  independ^qe.    By  the  Congress  of  the 

United  States. 

(Signed)         SAMUEL  HUNtlNGTON,  Presidenii 

Ch.  Thomson,  Sec'y. 

Plan  of  a  Treaty  of  Amity  and  Commerce  between 
the  United  States  of  America  and  the  United  Pro- 
vinces of  the  Low  Coontries* 

The  parties  being  willing  to  fix,  in  a  permanent  and 
equitable  manner,  the  rules  to  be  observed  in  the  com- 
merce they  desire  to  establish  between  their  respective 
countries,  have  judged  that  the  said  end  cannot  be  bet- 
ter obtained  than  by'taking  the  most  perfect  equality 
and  reciprocity  for  the  basis  of  their  agreement,  by 
leaving  each  party  at  liberty  to  make  such  interioar 
regulations  respecting  commerce  and  navigation  as 
they  shall  find  most  convenient,  and  by  founding  the 
adrantage  6f  commerce  on  reciprocal  and  just  rules  of 
free   Intercourse,     On  these  principles  the  parties, 


after  imM«  d#UbMfttio%  bare  agntd  to  Um  lottowiag 
articles: 


ARTICLE    1. 

There  ihall  be  a  fiffm,  iaTiolable  and  ueiveffsal  peae« 
aad  HDCere  frieedafaip  beiweee  their  high  mightkieMes 
the  BMee  ^^iiaral  of  tbe  eefe*  Ueiied  Provioees  of 
the  low  ceuatriesand  the  United  Statee  brNovih  Atm* 
rice,  and  the  sabjeeu  and  people  of  the  said  parties^ 
and  the  coanCries,  islandsi  cities  and  towns  situated 
under  their  respective  jnrisdictions,  and  the  people  and 
inhabitants  tterepf  of  everj  degreOi  without  exceptioo 
of  pevsoBB  or  places, 

ARTICLE  II. 

The  subjects  of  the  said  states  of  the  low  countries 
shall  pay  in  the  ports,  havens,  roads,  countries,  islands, 
cities  or  towns  of  the  United  States  of  North  America, 
or  any  of  them,  no  other  or  greater  duties  or  imposts, 
of  what  nature  soever  they  may  be,  or  by  what  naane 
soever  called,  thao  those  which  (be  aatioM  ooost  fe* 
voured  are  or  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  i  and  they  shall 
enjoy  all  the  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  lAmonities 
and  exemptions  in  trade,  navigation  and  commerce, 
whether  in  passing  from  one  port  in  the  said  states  to 
another,  or  in  going  to  and  from  the  same,  from  and 
to  any  port  of  the  world  which  the  said  naUons  do  or 
shall  0njdy, 
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ARTICLE    III. 

The  coMTerte  of  article  it. 

ARTICLE    IV. 

There  shall  be  a  full,  perfect  and  entire  liberty  of 
conseience  allowed  to  the  raligects  of  each  party^  and 
to  their  families,  as  to  matters  of  religion,  and  a  foil 
and  entire  liberty  to  worship  in  their  own  way,  without 
any  kind  of  molestation.  Moreover,  liberty  shall  be 
given  to  the  subjects  of  either  party,  who  die  in  the 
territorips  of  the  other,  to  be  interred  in  convement 
and  decent  places  to  be  appointed  for  that  purpose  as 
occasion  tball  require ;  neither  shall  the  dead  bodies 
of  those  that  are  buried  be  any  wise  nK>lested. 

ARTICLE   V. 

Their  high  mightmesses  the  states  of  the  seven 
United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries  shall  endeavour, 
by  ail  the  means  in  their  power,  to  protect  and  defend 
all  vessels  and  other  effects  belonging  to  the  citizens^ 
people  or  inhabitants  of  the  isaid  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  of  them,  being  in  their  ports,  havens 
or  roads^  or  on  the  seas  near  to  their  countries,  islands, 
cities  or  towns ;  and  to  recover,  and  cause  to  be  re^ 
stored  to  the  rig^t  owners,  their  vessels  and  effects,  as 
shall  be  taken  within  their  jurisdiction.  And  their 
ships  of  war,  or  any  convoy  sailing  under  their  authori- 
ty, shall,  upon  all  occasions,  take  under  their  protec- 


tion  all  vessels  belooging  to  the  aofefectsy  people  or  in- 
babitaotB  of  the  said  United  States  of  America,  or  any 
of  them,  holdtng  the  same  course,  or  going  the  same 
way,  and  shall  defend  such  vessels  as  long  as  they  hold 
the  same  course,  or  go  the  same  way,  against  all  at- 
tacks, force  and  violence,  in  the  Minie  manner  as  4hey 
ought  to  protect  and  defend  ves^k  belonging  to  the 
sabjeets  of  their  said  high  mightinesees* 


ARTICLE   Y. 

A  reciprocal  stipulation. 

ARTICtB   Vt* 

It  shall  be  lawful  and  free  for  merchants  and  others 
being  subjects  either  of  the  said .  seven  United  Pro- 
vinces of  the  low  countries,  or  of  the  said  United  States 
of  America,  by  will,  or  any  other  disposition,  made 
either  during  the  time  of  sickness  or  at  any  other  time 
before,  or  at  the  point  of  death,  to  devise  or  give  away 
to  such  person  or  persons  as  to  them  shall  seem  good, 
their  effects,  merchandise,  money,  debts  or  goods, 
moveable  or  immoveable,  which  they  have  or  ought  to 
have  at  the  time  of  their  death,  or  at  any  time  before, 
within  the  countries,  islands,  cities,  towns  or  dominions 
belonging  to  either  of  the  said  contracting  parties. 
Moreover,  whether  they  die  having  made  their  wills,  or 
intestate,  their  lawful  heirs,  executors  or  administra- 
tors residing  in  the  dominions  of  either  of  the  contract- 
ing parties,  or  coming  from  any  other  part,  although 
they  be  not  naturalized,  and  without  having  their  right 
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oMtattod  w  unped^  ^^^^  frMMl  tf  Unjr  Ofib^  or 
prwogitiTts  of  proTMiees,  cki^  or  pvivato  penoofy 
aluill  freely  and  qoietl j  reoeiipo  tod'  tafce  pimUHmm  of 
all  jtko  Mid  goods  and  eiocis  whataoofor^  aoaordiog  Nr 
tba  laws  of  each  oomHry  reapeotively,^  in  eneh  mannor 
however  thai  Uie  wiUa  and  right  of  entering  opon  the 
inheritancee  of  penions  dying  intestate  noet  he  proted, 
according  to  the  law  in  these  places  where  such  peiw 
sons  may  happen  to  die,  as  well  by  the  subjects  of  one 
as  of  the  other  contracting  party,  any  law,  statute, 
edict,  ci^stom  or  ordinance  or  right  whatsoever  not* 
withstanding. 

AETICLB  V%U 

It  shall  be  lawful  and  free  for  the  subjects  of  each 
party  to  eni{^y  such  advocates,  attorneys,  notaries, 
solicitors  or  factors  as  they  shall  tUnh  fit,  to  which 
«ld  the  said  advocates,  and  others  abovementioned, 
flsay  be  appointed  by  the  ordinary  judges,  if  it  be 
needfiil,  and  the  judges  be  thereunto  required. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

Merchants,  masters  of  ships,  owners,  onriners,  men 
of  all  kinds,  ships  and  vesseb,  and  all  merchandise  and 
gCkods  in  general,  and  effiN:ts  of  one  of  the  confederates, 
or  of  the  sol||ecU  there  of,  shall  net  be  seised  or  ds' 
taiMd  in  aiqr  of  the  countries,  hads,  iaiaads,  cities, 
towns,  pons,  havans,  shores  or  dooiinioos  whatsoever 
q£  the  other  confederate,  for  puhKck  use,  waiiike  ex- 
pedilions,  or  the  piivaia  use  of  aay  one,  hy  arrests, 


wb«^  i«r  Urn  «iir|tQts  of  Mlher  fM^ly  ta  tahfe  Mgr 
Urnwf^  or  to  obwi  k  Igr  fciw  from  thp  tobfooi*  of  ili^ 
oAtr  fOtif  y  wiliMil  tfao  ooMsMof  iho  iponoo  to  iriMi 
it  holoofi^  Wbiob^holrowryift  Mtioboondmiood 
oftlititointeoiid  deiootioD  wUoltaMt  bo  Mdoby 
tho  oonoHod  mod  ooUmity  of  jaitioo«  ood  by  tbo  oiit* 
Miy  iDothodt,  oo  oeeooot  of  dobt  o»  €riiMs>  in  mpocc 
wbeioof  the  proctedifigs  must  bo  bj  way  of  low,  oc- 
ooidiog  to  dio  forms  of  jiiittco* 

ARTICLE  IX. 

It  it  forthor  agreed  and  oooeloded,  tbat  it  tboM  be 
wholly  free  for  all  mercbaots,  coumiaiiders  of  sbip^ 
and  oAer  sobjecu  of  dmr  higb  oiigbtiAoiaea  tbo  iliies 
of  the  seven  United  Proviooesof  the  low  oonntrieSf  in 
ail  plaooi  subject  to  the  doorioioB  and  jorisdictioii  of 
the  said  United  States  of  America,  to  manage  their  own 
business  themselves,  or  to  employ  whomsoever  tboy 
please  to  manage  it  for  them ;  nor  shall  they  be  obliged 
to  make  use  of  any  interpreter,  or  broker,  nor  to  pay 
any  salary  or  fees,  unless  they  choose  to  make  use  of 
tbem«  Moreover,  masters  of  ships  shall  not  be  obliged, 
in  loading  or  unikading  their  sUps^  to  makeoae  of  thcoe 
workmen  thai  fMy  he  appoiaud  by  poMick  anthoniy 
for  that  purpose ;  but  it  shall  bo  emirdy  free  for  them 
to  load  or  utdoed  their  aUps  by  ihemsohrea,  or  to  make 
ose  of  such  persons. in  toMt^  or  unloading  the  samo 
as  they  shall  ikmk  fit,  wiihoiit  paying  aoy  feet  or  solar 
ry  to  aoy  other  whotasoover*  Neither  shall  they  be 
brood  to  uolood  any  tort  of  tirfimnfliariWf  either  into 


otbM' diips,  w,tofm:we  Atmi-AWft^ikBk  om^  ot  to 
Hftii  jGar  Ikeir  bdng  kaded  longer  diM .  they .  pktti^ 
And  all  aad  evetjr  the  dtuBejM,  pebpbaidiflbaliitMl& 
oC  the  iaid  Uniled  Stalai  of  Aaericft  afcalt  cectpcoGaJl^ 
bfyeand  enjoy  die  aane  privikgee  and.liberttfft  ia  all 
piaoee  wbateoeTereiit^ect  to deie  domiaatieA  andjatia- 
dictk>n  of  tbeir  higbmigiitiiieMes idie  stales  of  tbe ae- 
veo  United  Froviooea  of  tbe  low  oonoaiea. 


ARTICLE  X. 

The  merchant  ships  of  either  of  the  parties  which 
shall  be  making  into  a  port  belonging  to  the  enemy  of 
the  9ther  ally,  and  concerning  whose  voyage,  and  the 
species,  of  goods  on  board  her,  there  shall  be  just 
growids  of  suspicion^.sball  be  obliged  to  exhibit  as  well 
upm  the  high  seas,  as  in  the  ports  and  havens,  not  only 
h^r  passports,  but  likewise  certificates  expressly  show* 
log  that  her  goods  are  not  of  the  number  of  those  which 
have  been  prohibited  as  contraband. 


ARTICLE  XI. 

If  by  exhibiting  the  above  said  certificates  the  other 
party  discover  there  are  any  of  those  sorts  of  goods 
which  are  prohibited  and  declared  contraband,  and 
consigned  for  a  port  under  the  obedience  of  his  enemy, 
it  shall  not  be  lawful  to  break  up  the  hatches  of  such 
ship,  or  to  open  any  chest,  cbfiers,  packs,  casks  or 
any  other  vessel  found  therein,  or  to  reoK>ve  the  smal- 
lest parcel  of  her  goods,  whether  such  ship  beloligs 
to  tbe  sttbjoats  of  Iheir  lugb  mightiMssea  the  states  of 
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thtMVMViaed  PviftiiMtiOf  tbe  low  ooairtriet,  #r  iIm 
cMtMn  M  lobiWlftatA  of  Ibe  Mid  United  StetM  oi 
AflB^riea,  «iilc8»  Uie  ladiag  be  brougfat  on  shore  ta  the 
ptetcooe  of  tiie  ofioert  of  tbe  C9«t  of  ndrntrally,  and 
M  mvtnlory  thereof  m^.  But  there  shell  be  no  el- 
loMbDce  to  sen,  escheege  or  elicaile  tbe  seme  ia  eey 
■noDer>  aiitil  eAcr  theC  dee  tad  lewfiil  process  shall 
bare  beeo  had  against  inch  ppohibited  goods,  aod  the 
eovrt  of  admiralty  shall,  by  a  aeotence  pronoaoeedi 
hew  cooiseated  the  saaiie,  saving  always  as  well  tbe 
ship  itsril^  as  any  other  goods  foaad  therein,  which  are 
•a  l>e  esteemed  free  $  neither  may  they  be  detained  oa 
pretence  of  their  being,  as  it  were,  infected  by  pro* 
hibited  goods ;  moch  less  ahati  they  be  confiscated  as 
lawfol  prize ;  bat  if  not  the  whole  cargo,  but  only  part 
thereof,  shall  consist  of  prohibited  or  contraband  goods, 
and  the  cooamander  of  the  ship  shall  be  ready  and  wil- 
bng  to  deliver  them  to  the  captor  who  has  discovered 
them,  in  such  case,  the  captor  having  received  thoat 
goods,  sbaU  forthwith  discharge  tbe  ship,  and  noi  bin- 
der her,  by  any  means,  freely  to  prosecute  the  voyage 
on  which  she  was  bound.  Bat  in  case  the  contraband 
merchandises  cannot  be  all  received  on  board  the  ves- 
sel of  the  captor,  then  the  captor  may,  notwithstand- 
ing the  offer  of  delivering  him  the  contraband  goods, 
carry  the  vessel  into  the  nearest  port,  agreeably  to 
what  is  above  directed. 

ARTICLE  XII. 

On  tbe  contrary,  it  is  agreed  that  whatever  shall  be 
Ibmd  to  be  laden  by  the  sobfetts  aad  inhabitants  of 
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either  party,  on  any  ship  belonging  to  the  enemies  of 
the  other,  or  to  their  subjects,  the  whole,  though  it  be 
not  of  the  sort  of  prohibited  goods,  may  be  confiacsted 
in  the  same  manner  as  if  it  belonged  to  the  enemy,  ex- 
cept such  goods  and  merchandises  as  were  pot  on 
board  such  ship  before  the  declaration  of  wit^  or  even 
after  such  declaration,  without  the  knowledge  of  it,  sa 
that  the  goods  of  the  subjects  and  people  of  either 
party,  whether  they  be  of  the  nature  of  such  at  are 
prohibited,  or  otherwise,  which,  as  is  aforesaid,  were 
put  on  board  any  ship  belonging  to  an  enemy  befell 
the  war,  or  after  the  declaration  of  the  same,  without 
the  knowledge  of  it,  shall  no  wise  be  liable  to  confis- 
cation, but  shall  well  and  truly  be  restored  without 
delay  to  the  proprietors  demanding  the  same  ;  but  «o 
as  that,  if  the  said  merchandises  be  contraband,  it  shall 
not  be  any  way  lawful  to  carry  them  afterwards  to  any 
ports  belonging  to  the  enemy.  The  two  contracting 
parties  agree  that  the  term  of  two  months  being  passed 
after  the  declaration  of  war,  their  respective  subjects 
from  whatever  part  of  the  world  they  come  shall  not 
plead  the  ignorance  mentioned  in  this  article. 

ARTICLE  XIII. 

And  that  more  effectual  care  may  be  taken  for  the 
security  of  the  subjects  and  people  of  either  party, 
that  they  do  not  suffer  any  injury  by  the  men  of  war 
or  privateers  of  the  other  party,  all  the  commanders  of 
the  ships  of  war  and  the  armed  vessels  of  the  said  states 
of  the  seven  United  Provinces  of  the  low  countries, 
and  of  the  said  United  States  of  Amerieai  and  all  theif 
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•nbfMts  aBdptQt>le,  shall  be  forbid  doing  any  injury  or 
damage  to  the  other  side ;  and  if  they  act  to  the  con* 
tnury»  they  shall  be  punished,  and  shall  mortover  be 
bound  to  make  aatisfisction  for  all  matter  of  damaget 
and  the  interest  thereof,  by  reparation  under  the  pain 
aad  obligation  of  their  persons  and  goods« 

ARTICLE  XIV. 

*  .     IS  . 

All  ships  and  merchandise  of  what  nature  soever, 
pbkh  shall  be  rescued  out  of  the  hands  of  any  pirates 
or  robbers  on  the  high  seas,  shall  be  brought  into  some 
port  of  either  state,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  cus- 
tody of  the  officers  of  that  port,  in  order  to  be  restored 
entire  to  the  true  proprietor,  as  soon  as  due  and 
sufficient  proof  shall  be  made  concerning  the  property 
thereof. 


ARTICLE   XV. 

If  any  ships  or  vessek  belonging  to  either  of  the  par* 
ties,  their  subjects  or  people,  shall,  within  the  coasts 
or  dominions  of  the  other,  stick  upon  the  sands,  or  be 
wrecked,  or  suffer  any  other  damage,  all  friendly  as- 
sistance and  relief  shall  be  given  to  the  persons  ship- 
wrecked, or  such  as  shall  be  in  danger  thereof;  and 
letters  of  safe  conduct  shall  likewise  be  given  to  them 
for  their  free  and  quiet  passage  from  thence,  and  the 
retnm  of  every  one  of  them  to  his  own  country^ 
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ARTlpLlQ  XVi; 


In  case  tlie  subjects  or  people  of  either  party,  with 
their  shipping,  whether  of  publick  and  of  war,  or  pri- 
vate and  of  merchants,  be  found  through  stress  of 
weather,  pursuit  of  pirates  or  enemies,  or  any  other 
urgent  necessity,  for  seeking  of  shelter  and  harbour, 
to  retreat  and  enter  into  any  of  the  rivers,  creeks,  bays, 
havens,  roads,  ports  or  shores  belonging  to  the  other 
party,  they  shall  be  received  and  treated  with  all  hu- 
manity and  kindness,  and  enjoy  all  friendly  protection 
and  help ;  and  they  shall  be  permitted  to  refresh  and 
provide  themselves  at  reasonable  rates  with  victuals  and 
all  things  needful  for  the  sustenance  of  their  persons, 
or  reparation  of  their  ships ;  and  they  shall  no  ways  be 
detained,  or  hindered  from  returning  out  of  the  said 
ports  or  roads,  but  knay  remove  and  depart  where  and 
whither  they  please,  without  any  let  or  hindrance. 

ARTicLB  xvn» 

For  (he  better  promoting  of  commerce  on  both  sides, 
it  is  agreed,  that  if  a  war  should  break  out  between  the 
said  two  nations,  six  months  after  the  proclamation  of 
war  shaH  be  allowed  to  the  merchants,  in  the  cities  and 
towns  where  they  live,  for  selling  and  transporting 
their  goods  and  merchandises ;  and  if  any  thing  be 
taken  from  them,  or  any  injury  be  done  to  them,  with- 
in that  term,  by  either  party,  or  the  people  or  subjects 
of  either,  full  satisfaction  shall  be  made  for  the  same. 
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AATICLB  XVIII* 

No  rabjects  of  Ibeir  high  mightinesses  the  states  of 
the  seven  United  Provinces  of  the  low  "countries  shall 
apply  for«  or  take  any  coounission  or  letters  of  marqve 
for  arming  any  ship  or  ships,  to  act  as  privateers 
against  the  said  United  States  of  America,  or  any  of 
them,  or  against  the  subjects,  people  or  inhabitants  of 
the  said  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  against  the 
property  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  of  them,  from  any 
prince  or  state  with  which  the  said  United  States  of 
America  shall  happen  to  be  at  war ;  nor  shall  any  ci- 
tixeo,  subject  or  inhabitant  of  the  said  United  States  of 
America,  or  any  of  them,  apply  for  or  take  any  com* 
mission  or  letters  of  marque  for  arming  any  ship  or 
vessel  to  act  as  privateers  against  the  subjects  of  tbeh^ 
said  high  mightinesses,  or  any  of  them,  or  the  property 
oi  any  of  them,  from  any  prince  or  state  with  which 
the  said  state  shall  be  at  war;  and  if  any  person  of 
either  nation  shall  take  such  commission  or  letters  of 
marque,  he  shall  be  punished  as  a  pirate. 

ARTICLE  XIX. 

The  ships  of  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  either 
of  the  parties  comiBg  upon  any  coast  belonging  to 
either  of  the  said  allies,  but  not  willing  to  enter  into 
port,  or  being  entered  into  port,  and  not  willing  to  un- 
load their  cargoes  or  break  bulk,  shall  be  treated 
agreeable  to  the  general  rules  prescribed,  or  to  be 
prescribed,  relative  to  the  object  in  question* 
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ARTICLE  XX* 

The  two  contractiDg  parties  grant  to  each  other  the 
liberty  of  having,  each  in  the  ports  of  the  other,  consuls, 
Ttce-consuls  and  commissaries  of  their  own  appointing, 
whose  functions  shall  be  regulated  by  particular  a- 
greement,  whenever  either  party  chooses  to  make  such 
appointment. 

ARTICLE  XXI* 

It  is  agreed  between  the  two  contracting  parties, 
that  no  clause,  article,  matter  or  thing  herein  contain- 
ed, shall  be  taken  or  understood,  either  in  present  or 
future,  contrary  to  the  clauses,  articles,  covenants  and 
stipulations  in  a  treaty  between  the  said  United  States 
of  America  and  the  most  christian  king,  executed  at 
Paris  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1778,  or  any  of 
them,  but  the  same  shall  be  taken  and  understood  con- 
sistently with,  and  conformably  to,  the  said  treaty. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  who  brought  in  the 
foregoing  report  prepare  the  draft  of  letters  of  cre- 
dence for  Mn  Adams. 


JANUARY  3,  17«1. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  letters  of  cre- 
dence to  the  honourable  J.  Adams,  reported  drafts 
which  were  agreed  to  as  follows : 


mt]  l«IHtEiGN  AFTAHtS.  3»t 

To  their  High  Mightinesses  the  States  General  of  the 
United  Netherlands. 

HIGH    AND   MIGHT7    LORDS, 

The  UDited  States  of  North  America  in  Congress 
assembled,  impressed  with  a  high  sense  of  the  wisdom 
and  magnanimity  of  yonr  high  mightinesses,  and  of 
your  inviolable  attachments  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  mankind,  and  being  desirous  of  cultivating  the 
friendship  of  a  nation  eminent  for  its  wisdom,  justice 
and  moderation,  have  appointed  the  honourable  John 
Adams,  late  a  delegate  in  Congress  from  the  state  of 
Massachusetts,  and  a  member  of  the  council  of  that 
state,  to  be  their  mbister  plenipotentiary  to  reside 
near  you,  that  be  may  give  you  more  particular  assu- 
rances of  the  great  respect  they  entertain  for  your 
high  mightinesses*  We  beseech  your  high  mightines* 
aes  to  give  entire  credit  to  every  thing  which  our  said 
minister  shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when  he 
shall  assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friendship  and 
regard.  We  pray  God  to  keep  your  high  migbtines- 
aes  in  his  holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  3d  day  of  January,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1781,  and  in  the  5th  year 
of  our  independence.  By  the  United  States  of 
America*    Your  Friends* 

S.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

Ch.  Thomson,  Sec^y. 


To  Hit  Host  Serene  Highaeee  the  PriiMre  of  Oraage. 

HIGH    AND  SERENE    PRINCE, 

The  United  States  of  Amertea  in  Con|;re8s  assom- 
bledt  impressed  with  a  deep  sense  of  your  wisdom  and 
magnanimityi  and  being  desirous  of  cultivating  the 
friendship  of  your  highness^  and  of  the  seven  United 
Provinces  of  the  Netherlands,  who  have  ever  distin* 
guished  themselves  by  an  inviolable  attachment  to 
freedom  and  the  rights  of  nations,  have  appointed  the 
honourable  John  Adams,  late  a  delegate  in  Congress 
from  the  state  of  Massachusetts,  and  a  member  of  the 
council  of  that  state,  to  be  their  minister  plenipoten* 
(iary  at  your  court,  that  he  may  gpve  you  more  particu- 
lar assurances  of  the  great  respect  they  entertain  for 
your  highness  and  for  the  people  over  whom  you  pre- 
side as  stadiholder*  We  beseech  your  highness  to 
give  entire  credit  to  every  thing  which  our  said  minis- 
ter shall  deliver  on  our  part,  especially  when  he  shall 
assure  you  of  the  sincerity  of  our  friendship  and  re- 
gard. We  pray  God  to  keep  your  highness  in  his 
.  holy  protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  drc. 

JANUARY  10,1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  eonsisthig  of  Mr. 
8urke,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  and  Mr.  Duane,  to  whom 
>was  referred  a  correspondence  between  the  count  de 
Vergennes  and  Mr.  J.  Adams,  relative  to  the  com- 
^munication  of  the  plenipotentiary  powers  of  the  latter, 
Congress  agreed  to  the  following  letter : 


iHM^  P0MM#  JilV"llJU|*- 


.  CM|[prei8  coaaidar  ytmr  corfteftoMftevc^  with  tht 
cotttK  dk  VergMoes  on  Ike  tubjccl  of  conumtnicaUfig 
yiMir  pleoipoUitliary  powers  to  the  minktrjr  of  Ove^ 
Bfitaiot  a^  flowing  fircte  jrovr  zeol  and  ittidafty  hi  xh^ 
•trvioe  of  your  oowitiy  (  bot  1  rai  dirtcted  lo  infoiil 
joo,  that  Iha  opinioa  giroa  to  yoo  bjr  that  niiiifttr  !«<> 
ktiro  to  the  time  aad  oircMi8tanc«s  proper  for  eoMi^ 
tDutiieotiog  your  powers,  and  efHerMug  opon  the  exoc«h 
tioa  of  then,  k  well  foeodtd*  Coogitesi  hare  no  ex^ 
pecCations  from  the  infioeaee  whiob  the  people  of 
Soglacid  may  hare  on  the  British  eoondii)  whatever 
may  be  the  dmpositleiif  of  that  nation  or  their  m^gi^ 
trates  towards  these  United  flteces  nor  are  they  of 
opinien  that  a  change  of  minieiet^  woaM  prodeee  e 
change  of  measares^  they  Ibceetbre  hope  that  yon  wMl 
be  very  caiitie«is  of  admitting  yoor  meosures  to  be  »»- 
fleenced  by  presmnptions  of  ioefa  orents,  er  their  pro^ 
bahle  consequences-. 

Iam,&c 
8«  HUNTINGTON,  PmMeou 

rEBRUARY  16,  1781. 

Coagrese  tookiato  coasideratiod  the  drsift  of  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Jay,  which  the  delegates  of  Virginia  had  mov<e 
ed  in  pufsnanee  6f  instmctions  from  their  constile* 
ems,  and  the  sssne  wae  agreed  to  a§  foUowi : 

sia, 
Congress  baring  since  their  instructions  to  you  of 
the  29th  September,  1779,  and  4th  October,  1780,  re- 
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lativeto  the  claim  of  the  United  States  to  the  firee 
navigation  of  the  river  Mississippi,  and  to  a  free  port 
or  ports  below  the  thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude^ 
resumed  the  consideration  of  that  subject,  and  being 
desirous  to  manifest  to  all  the  world,  and  particularly 
to  his  catholick  majesty,  the  moderation  of  their  viewSi 
ibe  high  value  they  place  on  the  fnendahip  of  hb  cm* 
iholick  majesty,  and  their  disposition,  to  remove  ev^ 
reasonable  ojistade  to  his  accession  to  the  alliance 
subsisting  between  his  most  christiao  majesty  and 
these  United  States,  in  order  to  unite  the  more  closely 
in  their  measures  and  operations  three  powers  who 
have  so  great  a  unity  of  interests,  and  thereby  to  com- 
pel the  common  enemy  to  a  speedy,  just  and  honour* 
able  peace — have  reserved,  and  you  are  hereby  in* 
structed  to  recede  from  the  instructions  above  referred 
to,  so  far  as  tbey  insist  on  the  free  navigation  of  that 
part  of  the  river  Mississippi,  which  lies  below  the 
thirty-first  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  on  a  free  port 
or  ports  below  the  same ;  provided  such  cession  shall 
be  unalterably  insisted  upon  by  Spain ;  and  provided 
the  fre^  navigation  of  the  said  river,  above  the  said 
degree  of  north  latitude,  shall  be  acknowledged  and 
guarantied  by  his  catholick  majesty  to  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States  in  common  with  his  own  subjects. 
It  is  the  order  of  Congress  at  the  same  time,  diat  you 
exert  every  possible  effort  to  obtain  from  his  catholick 
majesty  the  use  of  the  river  aforesaid,  with  a  free  port 
or  ports  below  the  ^said  thirty-first'  degree  of  north 
latitude  for  the  citizens  of  the   United  States^  under 


1181.} 


FOREfON  ATFAtRS. 


m 


ioch  regulations  and  restrictions  only  as  may  be  a  ne- 
cessary safeguard  against  illicit  commerce. 

I  am,  Sic 

S.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 

When  the  question  was  about  being  put  to  agree  to 
the  foregoing  letter,  the  previons  question  was  moved 
ed  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr.  Lovell.  And  on  the 
question  to  agree  to  the  prcivious  question,  the  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  I 


New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan, 
Massachusetts  Bay, 


Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 


>No- 


At. 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Ay.) 

Ay.[ 

Mr.  Yarnum,  ^No. 

Ay.  J  At. 
Ay.> 

Mr.  Floyd,  Ay.)  n,„^- 


Mr.  .Huntington,   Mo. 
Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Wolcou, 


Mr.  Burnet, 


^Ncux 


Bfr.  Montgomery,  NoA 
Mr.  Atlee,  No.  [ 

Mr.  Clymer,         No.  >Nq. 
Mr.  Wynkoop,      No.  I 
Mr.  Smith,  No.  J' 


Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Carroll, 


>^No. 
>No.x 


CMMfc 

Mr.  Bland,  No.) 

Korth  CaroUptt       Mr»  Surkfi*.  Ay.l 

Mr.  Sharpe,  No.>  No. 

Mr.  JohnstoOi       No.) 

South  Clarolina.    '    Mr.  Mathews,       Mo. } 

Mr.B»e,  NoANo. 

Bto,  M9tt^        Uo^y 

Qeoffgia,  Mr.  Wadton,         No. )  ^ 

^  m.r^f         No.5"^ 

So  i(  posted  id  the  negtttiw. 

On  the  (yiesUon  to  a^ree  to  tbe  letter  of  instma- 
tion8,tJi^.y«Mind  nayi  bm^g,  wquired  by  Mr.  Lo- 
veil — 

New  Hampibire,      Mr.  Sullivan,  ^At. 

Mas8achu8Qtt3^  Bay,  Mr.  S^  Adams,      No. ) 

Mr.,  Lov^ir,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Ward,  No.) 

KhiMle  Itbx^^         Mr.  Vasautp,  >At. 

OoDAecticvt,  Mr.  HnQ[tinalan,   Ay.^ 

Mr.  Root,  No.fNb^ 

Mr.Woiiotlv        No^V 

N«y«i.,         «,.«gj.^    ;-Jih™»- 

New  Jersey^  Mr-  Burnet,*  >At.X 


iiti4 

PtnM^fUMy 


t)eiaw&re^ 
Mafjlaod, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia,    • 


Mf0  MoatgWMry,^A 
Blr.  Adee,  Ay*  I 

Mr.  Clymer^         Ay.  >Ay. 
Mr.  Wynkdop, 
Mr.  T.  Saritlfy 

Mr.  M^Kean, 

lfr»Carr«l^ 


Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Mad  1900, 
Mr.BhnA, 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  JohnttoM^ 

Ifr.  MatbewH, . 
Mr.  fiee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  F6#, 


At. 


At. 


So  it  wat  resolved  in  ibe  ftfirmaiiye. 

MARCH  24,  1781. 

A  moiloo  was  made  hy  Mr.  Bland,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Motte^  in  fbe  words  following : 

Wheieaa  tiiere  h  great  reason  to  belfere  Aattbe 
cocDDninicatiois  of  Congress  to  th^ir  minister  at  the 
coart  of  Madrid,  and  Awesbim  to  Congress, btft  be«» 
and  are  intercepted  by^the  macftinations  of  the  instm- 
ments  of  tbe  coart  of  Chreal  BrMo : 

Resolved,  liiorefore,  Ttot  ^       be  ap« 

pointed,  and  be  is  hereby  appointed  to  reside  at  Cadii; 


and  autfaorlced'  to  reoeite  and  despatch  all  letters  to 
and  from  Congress,  to  and  from  their  minister  at  the 
court  of  Madrid  ;  and  that  ^  be  re* 

mitted  him  for  the  purpose  of  pajring  express  couriers 
to  and  from  that  port  to  the  court  of  Madrid.  That  a 
circumstantial  account  of  the  several  actions  and  suc- 
cesses of  our  troops  against  those  of  the  enemy  since 
the  battle  of  Camden  be  transmitted  through  the  afore- 
said channel  to  our  minister  at  the  court  of  Madrid, 
and  a  copy  of  the  act  of  -Virgiaia  relinqaishrog  their 
right  to  the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi. 

It  was  moved  by  Mr.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Aff. 
Smith,  that  the  consideration  of  the  motion  be  post- 
poned.  And  on  the  question  to  postpone,  the  yeas  and 
nays  beiqg  required  by  Mr.  Bland-^ 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan,  ^At«X 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Adams,  Ay. )  . 

Mr.  Ward,  Ay.5^^- 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Huntington,    Ay- 

Mr.  Root, 
Mr.  Wolcott,   . 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Clark,  Ay. )  * 

Mr.  Houston,        Ay.  5*^' 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Montgomery,  Ay.  >  ^ . 

Mr.  Clymer,  Ay.  \  ^^' 

l>elawtrei  Mr.  M'Kean,        Ay. )  \ 

Mr.  Vandyke*      Ay.J^^* 

Maryland)  Mr.  Hanson,         Ay.  Y  a„ 

Mr.  Carroll,         Ay.$^^' 


Nerik  Carolina, 
Soath  Carolina, 
Georgia^ 


Mr.Blaiid, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Mr«  Sbarp6, 
Mr«  JohnstoD,. 

Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Moitv, 

Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


^]  Divided. 
^y|DmD«.: 


So  it  was  retolvtd  in  the  affirmatire. 


MARCH  24,  178 It 

The  chevalier  de  la  Luzerne^  miBiftter  pienipoteiw 
tiary  of  France,  by  a  memorial  informed  Coegveat, 
That  the  king,  being  made  acquainted  with  the  sitoa* 
tion  of  the  affiiirs  of  the  confederacy,  bad  resolved  to 
continue  daring  the  next  campaign  the  land  and  sea 
forces  which  are  now  in  this  continent.  That  unfore- 
seen obstacles  had  prevented  the  junction  of  the  se- 
cond division  of  sea  forces  with  the  first,  as  soon  as 
was  expected ;  but  that  it  was  to  sail  as  soon  as  possi- 
ble; and  that  Congress  should  use  their  utmost  exer- 
tions to  have  their  army  ready  for  action  without  the 
least  delay  • 

But  while  the  king,  actuated  by  his  love  for  the 
United  States,  of  his  mere  motion  was  giving  them 
succours  which  he  was  under  no  obligation  to  do,  and 
out  of  regard  to  them  lessened  the  efforts  which  he 
could  have  made  for  his  own  advantage,  he  had  reason 
to  expect  a  pipportionable  activity  from  Congress; 
and  he  hopes  thA  the.  United  States,  which  have  so 


much  to  g%to  tr  lote  hf  tkt  liMc  of  the  eoalitt,  wil 
omploy  all  thtir  retoorees  in  the  preteot  oonjvDcteire  i 
and  that  tlie  Opogress  whicb  if  entrastMl  with  iMr 
dearest  iolefcst  will  haatan  to  adopt  effectoal  mea- 
sures for  conducting  matters  to  a  happy  kme^ 

The  cheTaliwde  la  Lucaroe,  when  he  cooHmuiicatod 
tp  the  king  the  news  of  the  fiaal  ratification  of  the  coa- 
federatiooy  thought  himielf  warranted  to  assure  his 
majesty  that  this  event  would  have  a  happy  influenee 
on  the  councils  of  this  republic^ ;  that  thoy  woald 
thereby  acquire  all  the  energy  necesmry  for  conduct- 
tag  the  ifl^rtant  business  entrusted  to  them  ;  that  the 
anion  would  receive  new  force ;  and  he  did  not  donbt 
bui  tb^  oosttiag  campaign  would  give  dacisiva  proo& 
of  this.  And  the  minister  relies  that  his  hopes,  which 
are  the  same  as  are  entertained  by  the  whole  continent, 
will  not  be  disappainted.  It  is  at  the  same  time  assan* 
lial,  while  Congress  are  making  the  necessary  arraaga^ 
meats  for  the  ensuing  campaign,  that  they  should  koom 
for  certain  that  they  are  to  couat  only  on  tbatr  owa 
resources  for  defraying  the  expenses  that  it  will  re<« 
quire.  The  frankness  of  the  king,  and  the  firiendship 
be  bears  to  the  United  States,  wilt  not  permit  him  to 
encourage  anerrour  which  they  appear  to  be  in,  with 
respect  to  the  pecuniary  aids  which  they  seem  to  ex* 
pecu  The  desire  of  securing  their  independence  had 
induced  his  majesty  to  exceed  the  measure  of  the  en» 
gagements  he  had  contracted  with  them  ;  and  be  will 
continue  to  support  their  interesU,  eilhe;  by  powerful 
diversions  or  by  immediate  succours^  and  they  may  rely 
not  only  on  his  most  scrupulous  punctuality  in  the  exe- 
i:ution  of  bis  engagements,  but  upon  all  the  eitraordina- 


rjr  MsitlMce  whieli  it  wMl  be  in  bis  poirer  to  gire  them. 
Bat  •»  to  peciHitary  aids,  the  enormous  expenses  of 
the  present  war,  and  the  necessity  of  presernng  credit, 
wlijeh  18  the  only  meads  of  providing  for  those  expen- 
ses, do  not  permit  bis  majesty^s  ministers  to  give  Con* 
gTMB  the  least  hope  in  that  respect.  The  chevalier 
^  la  Luzerne  will  not  dissemble  that  his  court  was 
exceeding  surprised  on  beinjg  informed  of  the  step 
which  Congress  had  taken  in  disposing  of  bills  drawn 
oto  their  minister,  although  they  could  not  be  ignortint 
that  they  had  no  funds  for  discharging  them.  This  is 
a  conduct  totally  inconsistent  with  that  order  which 
his  tnajesty  is  'forced  to  observe  in  his  finances,  and 
he  has  no  doubt  but,  in  future.  Congress  will  most  stu- 
diously avoid  a  repetition  of  it.  He  has  nevertheless 
resolved  to  discharge  the  bills  which  became  due  last 
year,  to  the  amount  of  one  million  of  Itvres ;  and  it  is 
probable  his  majesty  will  be  able  to  provide  funds  to 
the  amount  of  three  millions  for  the  discbarge  of  those 
which  will  become  due  in  the  course  of  the  present 
year.  The  king's  ministers  have  also  procured  for 
Mr.  Franklin,  whose  zeal,  wisdom  and  patriotism  de- 
serve their  utmost  confidence,  the  sums  necessary  for 
the  purchase  he  is  ordered  to  make.  These  expenses* 
joined  to  those  occasioned  by  sending  a  fleet  and  army 
to  this  continent,  far  exceed  what  Congress  had  a  right 
to  expect  from  the  friendship  of  their  ally  ;  and  the 
chevalier  de  la  Luzerne  is  persulsided,  that  from  this 
moment  Congress  will  abstain  from  that  ruinous  mea- 
sure of  drawing  bills  of  exchange  without  the  previous 
knowledge  and  consent  of  his  majesty's  ministers. 
And  as  their  attention  is  employed  in  what  may  be. 
voc*.  II.  61 


niost  lor  iim  eomwmem  of  t^  UaitiA  $liile%  dief 
propose  tbatCoDgrett  ihoiiklfimiisbtbefl9«tawlanii9 
of  Us  mijestjr  whick  are  in  this  oomHry  wilh  the  n^ 
c^ssary  provisions,  and  receive  ia  pujAei^  hiUseB 
the  treasury  of  France,  which  will  be  puncluaUy  dis* 
charged*  As  to  the  mami^r  ip  which  Ihis  airaag^- 
neat  may  be  made,  the  mioisler  will  \^y%  |he  hoaour 
of  eateriDg  into  a  minute  discassiw  wilh  a  eomtaiueo 
which  be  begs  Congress  would  be  pl#^aed  to  apfoial 
to  confer  with  him  on  the  subjecL 

Tbe  above  was  referred  tp  a  commitlee  of  aiiii! 
oaasely,  Mfn  J^nee,  Mr.  S*  Adama,  Bf  r»  fiwkfl,  lir« 
M'Keao,  K(r«  IMinta  and  Blr#  Hanson* 

APRIL  It,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  refer- 
red  the  memorial  from  the  minister  of  Fran^  of  the 
24th  March,  and  a  letter  of  tbe  3d,  and  oae  of  tbe  34 
December  last,  from  Dr.  Franklin,  the  minister  plenif 
potentiary  of  tbe  United  States  at  the  court  of  Ver« 
sailles. 

Resolved,  That  the  United  States  in  Coi^ress  as- 
sembled will  take  every  measure  in  their  power  for 
furnishing  supplies  to  tbe  amount  of  four  hundred, 
thousand  dollars,  for  which  their  minister  has  entered 
into  engagements,  and  will  give  immediate  orders  for 
forming  magaai^es  of  flour,  biscui^  Indian  corn  and 
flesh  provisions  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  officofcs  of 
his  most  christian  majesty. 


4iBtif 


APRIL  37,  1781« 

A  letter  of  the  3Sth  of  Janiiaryyfroin  the  honourable 
X  Jay,  wasl*ead  :  Whereupon, 
'  Ordered,  That  no  more  of  the  bilU  drawn  on  the 
honourable  J.  Jay,  or  the  honourable  flenry  Laurens, 
ht  sold  until  the  further  order  of  Congress ;  and  that 
the  board  of  treasury  take  immediate  steps  for  stop- 
ping  the  sale. 


MAY  l«»  17ftl» 

On  a  report  from  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom* 
was  referred  (he  letter  of  the  98th  of  January,  from 
the  honourable  J.  Jay, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Jay  be  and  he  is  hereby  autho- 
fized  to  dispose  of  the  hull  of  the  seventy-four  gun 
s^hip  now  on  the  stocks  at  Portsmouth,  in  the  state  of 
New  Hampshire,  together  with  such  timber  and  othe^ 
^materials  as  are  prepared  for  building  her,  to  his  catho^ 
liek  majesty,  on  such  terms  as  he  may  judge  best  for 
Vtte  honour  and  inteirest  of  the  United  States. 

MAY  23,  1781. 

Ordered,  tliaf  the  board  of  war  cause  magazines  of 
flMri  Indian  com  and  flesh  to  be  formed  of  the  arrears 
of  lli^  ^pecifiiik  supplies  required  by  the  resolutions 
ef  the  fMh  of  February,  1780,  and  lay  before  Coir* 
frees  as  soon  as  may  be  a  retmrn  4f(  the  supplies  afore«* 


teid,  for  tile  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  resolur 
tion  of  the  11  tfa  of  April  lasu 

MAY  28,  1781. 

On  the  report  of  a  conmiittee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  of  the  6th  November,  1780,  from  the  honoura* 
bie  J.  Jay,  Congress  agreed  to  the  following  letter: 

sia, 

Your  letter  of  the  6th  of  November  last,  detailing 
your  proceedings  from  the  36th  of  May  down  to  that 
period,  has  been  received  by  the  United  States  ia 
Congress  assemUed.  At  the  same  time  was  received 
your  letter  of  the  dOth  of  November,  with  the  several 
papers  therein  referred  to* 

It  is  with  pleasure,  sir,  I  obey  the  dtreetioQ  of  Coii«» 
gress  to  inform  you,  that  throughout  the  whole  coarse 
of  your  negotiations  and  transactions,  in  which  the 
Utmost  address  and  discernment  were  often  necessary 
to  reconcile  the  respect  due  to  the  dignity  of  the  Uai^ 
ed  States  with  the  urgency  of  their  wants,  and  thecoos* 
plaisance  expected  by  the  Spanish  court,  your  conduct 
is  entirely  approved  by  them.  It  is  their  instruction 
that  you  continue  to  acknowledge,  on  all  suitable  occa^- 
•ions,  the  grateful  impression  made  on  these  states  by 
the  friendly  disposition  manifested  toward  them  by  his 
catholick  majesty,  and  particularly  by  the  proofo  givn 
of  it  in  the  measures  which  he  bus  taken,  and  iHiich 
it  is  hoped  he  will  further  take,  for  preserving  their 
credit,  and  for  aiding  them  with  a  supply  of  clothing 
for  their  army*    You  are  also  authorized  and  ioatmct* 


ed  to  disilTOw,  in  the  most  positive  and  explicit  terowy 
any  secret  understanding  or  negotialien  between  tba 
United  States  and  Great  Britain ;  to  assure  bis  catho- 
lick  majesty  that  such  insinuations  have  no  other 
source  than  the  invidious  designs  of  the  common  ene- 
my;- and  that  as  ttie  Udtted  States  have  thehigbeit 
confidence  in  the  honour  and  good  faith  both  of  his 
most  christian  and  of  his  cathoUck  majesty,  so  it  is 
their  inviolable  determination  to  take  no  step  which 
abalJ  depart,  in  the  smallest  degree,  from  their  engage- 
ments  with  either. 

Should  the  court  of  Spain  persist  in  the  refusal  inti* 
mated  by  its  minister  to  accede  to  the  treaty  between 
the  Umted  States  and  his  most  christian  majesty,  or  to 
make  it  the  basis  of  its  negotiation  with  you,  the  diiB- 
cuhy,  it  is  conceived,  may  easily  be  avoided  by  omit* 
tittg  all  express  reference  to  that  treaty,  and  at  the  same 
time  conforming  to  the  principles  and  tenor  of  it ;  and 
you  are  accordingly  authorixed  so  far  to  vary  the  plan 
of  your  original  instructions*  As  bis  most  christian 
msg*esty,  however,  may  justly  expect,  in  a  matter  whick 
so  nearly  concerns  him,  and  which  was  brought  into 
contemplation  in  the  treaty  he  so  magnaoimonsly  en« 
tered  into  with  these  states,  the  strongest  mariuof  at* 
tention  and  confidence,  you  will  not  fail  to  maintain^  ia 
the  several  steps  of  your  negotiation,  a  due  commimi- 
cation  with  his  minister  at  tlie  court  of  Spain,  and  to* 
include  Us  interests  as  far  as  circumstances  will  war* 
fant. 

Ton  are  authorized  to  acquaint  his  catboiick  mafes*  . 
ty  that  not  only  endre  liberty  will  be  granted,  dorii^ 
the  war  at  teast,  to  expert  naval  stores  for  the  royal 


As  CoagDeis.  have  no  cwiIboI  «rcr  ihe  ^"^f^toif  of 
limrAte  veaseki  havcver  proptr  jroor  kioU  imf  Im  al 
obliging  then  to  give  a  paeaage  to  Americaa  fiaaoMQ 
Mtaraiag  haoo  from  foreigD  porta,  aod-toaend  aa  offi* 
g»  with  despatohea  eatnnted  to  tbem  for  fiorriga  auU 
iuatec«t  it  is  impracticable  to  carry  tham  into  exacotioni 
foa  will  therefore  cominue  to  provide  for  these  ob- 
jected for  the  present,  in  the  best  maiuier  yoo  cam  ia 
soon  as  the  United  States  are  in  condoioa  to  aslahlish 
oaosuU  in  Ihe  priaoipal  ports  of  the  statea  with  wUch 
they  have  iotercoorsey  the  difficiilly  arill  be  nosmred  \ 
or  if  any  other  practicable  .remedy  be  wngnslfiit  im 
the  mean  time,  it  will  be  applied. 

The  letter,  of  which  you  enclose  a  ca|qr,  from  Ste- 
phen Aodibert  Caillei  styling  himself  conaal  6»  uoee- 
presented  natioas  at  the  coort  of  Morocco,  bad  hefoi^ 
been  receired  throagh  the  hands  of  doctor  FcaoUin. 
If  yon  shall  have  no  objec^oo  to  the  contrary,  yon 
will  correspond  wtth  him,  and  assure  him  in  tesass  tbg 
aMMt  respectfol  to  the  emperor,  that  ihe  United  States 
ia  Copgress  assembled  entertain  a  sincere  disposer 
taeo  to  cultivate  the  most  perfect  friendship  with  bim$ 
and  tkat  they  will  embrace  a  fovonrable  octtsion  to 
anaonaoe  their  wishes  in  form. 

The  generous  and  critical  services  rendered  these 
United  States  by  Messrs.  NeufviUe  and  Son  have  rs« 
commended  them  to  the  esteem  aad  confidence  of  Gqnt 
grass.  You  will  signify  as  nsnoh  to  ihem,  and  Ihat 
their  servioes  will  net  be  forgotten,  wheoevera  proper 
occasion  ofos  of  fromoting  ihair  inlerests« 


rljwiinli  wtpta^jr  frith  »  hmdaoait  fctl  wwlitg  p— Iku 
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Congress  agree  to  an  esteasion  of  colonel  Liviag- 
elDB'i  fMough,  till  tbe  fiittl^  erder  of  Coogvess, 
which  you  will  ouJie  koowa  to  him* 

Year  letter  of  the  lith  September  h«t  was  reeei?iBd 
aa  die  4th  day  of  Deeeoiher.  Ho  bHls  have  beea 
dniwft  oa  yea  since.  That  of  the  9Mh  January  wae 
iMoiTed  oa  the  9Tth  day  of  April ;  and  in  conseqaenee 
of  it  the  sale  of  the  bllb  already  drawn,  bni  Ihen  re- 
nMiiaing  oa  haad,  was  emtnteraranded* 

By  a  letter  from  Mn  Oemnichael,  dated  the  99d  af 
.Pebroaiy,  and  fecei?ed  en  the  2ftb  of  April  last,  Con- 
grass  are  iafcsmed  that  yoa  bad  received  despatches 
ftpm  them  dated  in  October.  These  mast  have  con-* 
tnined  tbeir  bstfuctiotts  to  yon  to  adhere  to  the  claim 
of  the  United  Stales  to  the  na?igation.of  thfe  Mississippi* 
A  retonsideiatiott  of  thai  sahjed  determined  Coagresa, 
on  the  15th  day  of  Febraiiy  last,  to  recede  from  that 
instraction  so  far  as  it  iasistcd  on  their  cbim  to  the 
nna^atiap  of  that  river  belpw  the  thirtfrifst  degree 
of  north  latituda,  and  to  a  free  part  or  ports  bahiw  the 
same.  On  the  receipt  of  this  latler  iastraatiao»  Con* 
guess  have  littfe  donbt  that  the  great  obstacle  to  your 
negoliataoas  will  be  removed,  and  that  yon  will  not 
on^  be  aUe,  wttboot  tarther  delay,  to  condade  Am 
proposed  alllanee  with  his  catholich  asajesty,  but  thai 
the  ItheraHty  md  friendly  disposition  nmniUMled  on  (he 
part  of  the  United  States  by  eaoh  aeeuien  will  hidneai 
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hui  to  iJM'theiii  touie  subttantial  tod  efntMil  aid 
itt  thftMtiek  of  niOMy.  The  loss  attaidi&g  the  nego- 
tistkm  of  bills  of  eschaiige  has  been  seirefeijr  Mu  A 
wapfAy  of  specie  throogh  the  Havaaaa  woold  he  oMidi 
flKure  GODTenieiit  aad  acceptable* 

MAY  29,  1781. 

.  Oa  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of 

to  whom  was  referred  a  report  of  the  board 
of  treasury  on  the  accounts  of  Mr.  A.  Lee;, 

Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury  open  in  their 
books  an  account  under  such  title  as  the  Secretary  of 
Congress  shall  point  out,  and  credit  the  said  account 
by  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  for  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  thousand  livres  tournois  paid  to  him  for  the  ac- 
count of  the  United  States,  with  which  sum  Mr.  Lee 
is  to  be  debited. 

On  the  2^  of  May  the  minister  of  France  trans- 
mitted to  Congress  a  letter  from  his  most  christian 
majesty,  in  answer  to  theirs  of  the  22d  of  November 
last,  and  which  is  as  follows : 

To  our  very  dear  great  friends  and  allies  the  Pre- 
rident  and  members  of  the  Congress  of  Uie  Unit- 
ed States  of  North  America. 

VERY   DEAR  GREAT   FRIENDS   AND   ALLIES, 

We  have  received  your  letter  of  the  22d  of  Novem- 
ber last,  which  you  directed  Dr,  Franklin  to  deliver. 
We  have  seen  therein  with  pain  the  picture  of  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  your  finances,  and  have  been  so  affect- 


ad  timt  we  have  detemiaed  to  uaisi  you  as  fkr  as  out 
ovn  vantsaodihe  extracatKaary  aad  enoraHMitexpeii^ 
mn  of  the  preaent  irar  in  wimk  wa  art  engaged  for  your 
da^Hicei  wiU  penatU  The  charafier  de  la  LusefAe  it 
eojoined  to  inform  yaa  osore  particularly  of  oor  ia- 
teiitioB««  Aod  we  are  persuaded  that  the  details  whieh 
be  will  ttake  wiU  uidace  yoa  to  exert  your  utmost 
^forts  to  second  ours,  and  will  more  and  more  convince 
you  how  sincerely  we  interest  ourselves  in  the  cause  of 
the  United  States ;  and  that  we  employ  all  the  aaeans 
itt  oor  power  to  make  it  triumphant.  You  may  rely  oo 
our  perseverance  in  the  principles  which  have  hitherto 
directed  oor  conduct.  It  has  been  felly  proved,  as 
well  as  the  sincere  affection  we  entertain  for  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  general,  and  for  each  in  particular*  We 
pray  God  to  have  you,  very  dear  great  friends  and 
allies,  in  his  holy  protection. 

Written  at  Versailles,  the  10th  Mareh,  1781.    Your 
good  friend  and  ally. 
LOUIS, 
GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 


At  the  time  the  minister  of  France  transmitted  the 
foregoing  letter,  he  inforaied  Congress  that  be  had 
received  despatches  containii^  matters  of  great  impor- 
tance which  be  would  hasten  to  communicate  as  soon 
as  his  letters  were  all  deciphered* 

Accordingly  on  the  36th  of  May  he  sent  to  Congress 
the  fallowing  memorial : 
TOL*  tu  ^f 


<10  fiXCRETJdURNAL.  pl^yfli 

Phikdelphfa,  May  35,  178K 
'  The  underwritten  minister  plenipoteritiary  of  France 
'bas  the  honour  to  inform  Congress,  diat  the  second 
division  of  the  troops  commanded '  by  the  count  de 
Rocbambeau  of  the  fleet  destined  for  the  protection  of 
the  coasts  of  the  United  States  could  not  be  expedited, 
nor  are  they  to  be  expected  this  campaign.  Measures 
however  are  taketi  to  reinforce  the  corps  now  at 
Rhode  Island,  and  to  despatch  some  vessels  of  force  to 
jbin  the  squadron  and  enable  it  to  put  to  sea*  The 
underwritten  entreats  that  Congress  would  be  pleased 
to  name  a  committee  to  whom  he  will  communicate  the 
causes  of  this  change,  and  they  will  therein  find  new 
proofs  of  wisdom  in  the  motfves  which  direct  the  con- 
duct of  his  majesty.  But  although  for  very  important 
reasons  he  is  deprived  of  the  pleasure  of  assistbg  the 
United  States  with  so  considerable  a  fleet  and  army  as 
was  proposed,  he  wilt  iiot  t>e  wanting  in  the  most  vi- 
gorous efibrts  against  the  enemy  ;  and  he  trusts  that  the 
powerful  diversions  he  shall  make  will  prevent  them 
from  undertaking  any  enterprise  which  may  not  be 
baffled  by  the  resources  and  courage  of  the  United 
States*  The  king  has  at  the  same  time  resolved  to 
give  them  a  new  proof  of  his  affection,  and  of  his  ear- 
nest desire  to  remove  the  difficulties  which  they  find  in 
procuring  funds  to  enable  them  to  act  with  vigour  and 
efficacy  during  the  present  campaign*  With  this  view, 
notwithstanding  the  enormous  expenses  he  is  oUigecl 
to  incur  in  supporting  the  war  in  which  he  is  engaged, 
the  king  has  resolved  to  set  apart  a  considerable  sum 
which  is  to  be  applied  to  the  purchase  of  the*  clothing, 
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arms  and  amaiuaition,  which  Dr.  Fraoklio  was  u** 
stntoled  to  apply  for*  Upon  this  subject^  the  count 
de  Vci^^Qtt  18  to  OMtalt  with  tfaatmiaUtar ;  and  Mr* 
Neckar  prppoaes  to  take  tha  nacassarj  laeasurat  for 
prociluriDg  the  articles  of  agoodqaaUty  and  at  a  rear 
tooable  prke.  The  king  has  resolyed  to  »graat  the 
United  StAtea  a  subsidy  of  six  laillioiis  Itvres  toomoity 
and  to  enable  Dr.  Fraaklio  to  borrow,  four  ouUiooe  * 
more  for  the  service  of  this  year.  It  is  presucaed  that , 
the  whole  amoaat  of  the  six  millions  will  not  be  want* 
ad  for  the  purchase  of  the  articles  required :  in  that 
ease  it  is  his  nuyesty's  iotentioa  that  the  surplus  be  at 
the  disposal  of  Congress,  or  of  the  superintendent  of 
ihmr  fioanees,  \i  they  think  proper  to  entrust  him  with 
the  nutnagement  of  iu  It  was  not  possible  for  the 
court,  considering  the  hasty  departure  of  the  irigatek 
which  brought  the  despatches,  to  determine  the  amount 
of  the  supplies  after  the  purchase  of  the  abovemention- 
ed  articles;  but  as  the  wants  of  the  United  States 
seem  not toaflmit  of  delay,  the  chevalier  de  la  Lu-. 
jpsme,  without  waiting  for  farlher  orders,  undertakes 
of  himself  to  fix  it  at  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
Kvres  toumois.  And  if  Congress  think  that  the  whole 
amount  of  this. sum  is  wanted,  be  will  immediately  in« 
form  his  court  thereof,  that  measures  may  be  taken  for 
the  punctual  discbarge  of  the  bills  that  may  be  drawn* 
As  it  is  the  king's  intention  to  establish  the  greatest 
regularity  in  the  payn^nts,  it  will  be  proper  for  the 
underwritten  minister  to  confer  with  Congress,  or  the 
superintendent  of  finance,  and  to  agreeupon  the  drafts 
to  be  made,  and  the  usances  at  .which  they  shall  be. 
payable.    It  is  necesiary  that  the  terms  of  payment  be 
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at  a  eontideraMe  dUtaace  one  from  aaother,  lest  At 
depaitment  of  finance  sfaonM  not  ke  b  ooMfkioe  ta 
pay  such  large  smas  at  thofi  periods.  Tke  kiogh  in* 
taotidD  k)  grantiag  tlia  Uoiied  States  this  gmtntoaa 
sobsidy  is  to  enable  tem  le  act  with  Tigoor  daring  the 
present  OMopaign.  And  bis  UMJesty  desires  that  Co»* 
grass  would  give  the  necessary  orders,  that  the  whole 
may  be  api^ied  to  this  iaiportaat  object,  ?i4iich  does 
not  aidmit  of  aay  delay.  The  coanmanications  which 
the  underwritten  minister  is  charged  to  make  to  Con- 
gress niil  conrince  them  that  not  a  momeot'a  time  is  to 
be  lost.  ^ 

*  On  the  Mth  May  the  minister  seal  to  Congress 
another  memorial  as  follows : 

Philadelpbia,  May  S6,  178K 
The  underwritten  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France 
has  receired  orders  to  communicate  to  Congress  some 
important  details  teaching  the  present  sttnation  of  sun^ 
dry  affiiirs  in  which  the  United  States  are  immediately 
interested.  The  most  essential  respects  some  orer- 
tures  which  announce,  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain,  a 
desire  of  peace.  The  empress  of  Russia  baring  inriC- 
ed  the  king  and  the  court  of  London  to  take  her  for 
mediatrix,  the  latter  court  considered  this  as  a  ftHmal 
offer  of  mediation,  and  accepted  it.  It  appeared  at 
the  same  time  to  desire  the  emperor  to  take  part  thercr 
in;  and  this  monarch  has  in  foct  proposed  his  cO'- 
mediation  to  the  beHigerent  ^towers  in  Europe.  The 
king  could  not  but  congratulate  himselt  on  seeing  so 
important  a  negotiatron  in  the  hands  of  two  raediatois 


imu)  woxmm  aitmul  4is 

whose  QDderatMftdinir  ud  justice  are  eq«el#  Never- 
tiieleM,  bis  majestf  tctmtBd  by  hts  afibctipa  for  the 
United  Slates,  reiuraed  for  answer,  that  it  was  not  in 
hie  power  to  accept  the  offers  aiade  to  him,  and  that 
the  consent  of  his  allies  was  neceseary.  The  king 
wishes  to  have  this  consent  before  be  formally  accepts 
die  proposed  mediation*  But  it  is  possible  that  cir- 
comstances  joined  to  the  confidence  be  has  in  the  me* 
dialers,  and  the  justke  of  his  cause,  and  that  of  the 
United  States  bis  allies,  may  determine  bin  to  enler 
upon  a  oegotiatioa  before  the  answer  of  Cea|^ress  can 
reach  him.  But  in  either  case,  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance that  this  assembly  should  gire  their  plenipoten- 
tiary instructions  proper  to  announce  therr  ditposttion 
to  peace,  and  their  moderation,  and  to  convince  the 
powers  of  Europe  that  the  independence  of  the  thirteen 
United  States,  and  the  engagements  they  have  con- 
tracted with  the  king,  are  the  sole  motives  which  de- 
termine them  to  continue  the  war;  and  that  whenever 
they  shall  have  foil  and  satisfoctory  assurances  on 
these  two  capital  points,  they  will  be  ready  to  conclude 
a  peace*  The  manner  of  conducting  thb  negotiation, 
the  extent  of  the  powers  of  the  American  pleni- 
potentiary, the  use  to  be  made  of  them,  and  the 
confidence  that  ought  to  be  reposed  in  the  French 
plenipotentiaries  and  the  king's  ministers,  are  points 
which  should  be  fully  discussed  with  a  committee* 
And  the  under^tten  minister  entreats  that  Con- 
gress would  be  pleased  to  name  a  committee,  with 
whom  he  will  have  the  honour  to  treat.  He  thinks 
that  this  assembly  will  be  sensible  that  the  king  could 
not  give  a  greater  mark  of  his  affection  for  the  thirteen 
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UoUed  Stotei,  or  of  bis  fttueluBmt  to  the  prteci)^  of 
the  aUiaact,  Ui«a  by  detwnMoiog  not  to  enter  upon  4 
negotiation  before  tbey  were  ready  to  take  part  there- 
in, altbougb,  in  other,  respecti,  his  confideDCie  in-the 
mediators,  and  the  relatioo  he  stands  in  to  one  of  them, 
were  sufficient  motives  to  induce  him  to  accept  their 
offers.  Cfmgress  are  too  sensible  of  the  uocertaintj 
of  negotiations  of  this  sort  not  to  know,  that  the  mo* 
ment  of  opeaing  them  is  that  precisely  when  the  effiwts 
against  the  enemy  ought  to  be  redoubled ;  and  thai 
nothing  can  facilitate  the  operation  of  the  negotiators 
so  much  as  the  success  of  the  arms  of  the  allies  $  that 
a  check  would  be  productive  of  disagreeable  conse- 
quences to  both)  and  that  would  rise  in  their  preten- 
sions, their  haughtinejss,  and  obstinacy,  in  proportion 
to  the  languor  and  slackness  of  the  confederates* 

The  undersigned  will  have  the  honour  to  communi- 
eate  to  the  committee  some  circumstances  relative  to 
the  sending  Mr.  Cumberland  to  Madrid ;  to  the  use 
which  Mr.  Adams  thought  he  was  authorised  to  make 
of  h»  plenipotentiary  powers ;  to  the  mission  of  Mr» 
Dana;  to  the^association  of  the  neutral  powers,  and  to 
the  present  state  of  afiairs  in  the  south.  Congress 
will  find  new  motives  for  relying  on  the  good  will  of 
the  king,  and  on  the  interest  he  takes  in  favour  of  the 
United  States  in  general,  and  of  each  one  of  Uiem  in 
particular. 

LE  CHEVR.  DE  LA  LUZERNE. 


The  two  foregoing  memorials  were  referred  to  Mr, 
Carroll,  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  Mr.  Sullivan 


•nd  Mr.  Ifelbeirs,  wbo  were  iastrocCed  to  confer  wi& 
the  minister,  and  receive  hat  coaunvnieationaw  • 

May  S8.  The  committee,  appointed  to  confer  with 
the  minister  of  France,  report, 

That  the  minister  communicated  some  parts  of  a 
despatch  which  he  bad  received  (Vom  the  count  de 
Vergennes,  dated  the  9th  March,  1781.  That  the  re- 
solves  of  Congress  which  had  been  adopted  on  the 
association  of  the  neutral  powers,  were  found  very 
wise  by  the  cooncil  of  the  king;  and  that  it  was 
thought  they  might  be  of  service  in  the  course  of  the 
negotiation*  The  French  ministry  d(d  not  doubt  but 
they  woqM  be  very  agreeable  to  the  empress  of  Rus« 
9ia*  But  they  were  not  of  the  same  opinion  with  re- 
spect to  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Dana,  as  a  minister  to 
the  court  of  Petersburg.  The  reason  is  that  Catbarme 
the  second  has  made  it  a  point,  until  now,  to  profe^ 
the  greatest  impartiality  between  the  belligerent  pow- 
ers* The  conduct  she  pursues  on  this  occasion  is  a 
consequence  of  the  expectation  she  has  that  peace 
may  be  re-established  by  her  mediation  ;  therefore  she 
could  by  no  means  take  any  step  which  might  show  on 
ber  side  the  least  propenston  in  favour  of  the  Ameri- 
cans, and  expose  her  to  the  suspicion  of  partiality  to- 
wards America,  and  of  course  exclude  her  from  the 
mediation.  The  appointment  of  Mr*  Dana,  there- 
fore, appears  to  be  at  least  premature ;  and  the  opi- 
nion of  the  council  is  that  this  deputy  ought  not  to 
make  any  use  of  his  powers  at  this  moq^nt*  In  case 
he  applies  to  the  count  de  Vergennes  for  advice,  be 
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•hall  be  desired  to  delay  makhig  any  ase  of  his  powen* 
The  coont  observes,  it  would  be  disagreeable  to  Con^ 
gress  that  their  pleDipotentiary  should  meet  with  a 
refusali  that  their  dignity  would  be  ofiended,  aud  that 
such  a  satisfaction  ought  not  to  be  giveo  to  the  court 
of  London,  especially  when  negotiations  of  a  greater 
moment  are  about  to  commence*  However,  the 
French  minister  had  orders  to  assure  the  committee 
that  his  court  Would  use  all  their  endeavours  in  proper 
time  to  facilitate  the  admissions  of  the  plenipotentiaiy 
of  Congress. 

The  minister  communicated  to  the  committee  se- 
veral observations  respecting  the  conduct  of  Mr. 
Adams ;  and  in  doing  justice  to  his  patriotick  characteri 
he  gave  notice  to  the  committee  of  several  circum- 
stances  which  proved  it  necessary  that  Congress  should 
draw  a  line  of  conduct  to  that  minister  of  which  he 
might  not  be  allowed  to  lose  sight.  The  minister 
dwelt  especially  on  a  circumstance  already  known  to 
Congress,  namely,  the  use  which  Mr.  Adams  thought 
he  had  a  right  to  make  of  his  powers  to  treat  with 
Great  Britain.  The  minister  concluded  on  this  sub- 
ject, that  if  Congress  put  any  confidence  in  the  king's 
friendship  and  benevolence  ;  if  they  were  persuaded 
of  his  inviolable  attachment  to  the  principle  of  the 
tilliance,  and  of  his  firm  resolution  constantly  to  sup* 
port  the  cause  of  the  United  States,  they  would  be 
impressed  with  the  necessity  of  prescribing  to  their 
plenipotentiary  a  perfect  and  opeu  confidence  in  the 
French  ministers,  and  a  thorough  reliance  on  the  king; 
and  would  direct  him  to  take  no  step  without  the  ap* 
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frobatioii  of  his  majesty ;  and  after  givbig  fain,  in  his 
instnictionSi  the  priacipal  and  most  important  out- 
lines for  hia  conduct,  they  would  order  hiin,  with  re- 
spect to  the « manner  of  carrying  them  into  executiooi 
Co  receive  bh  directions  from  the  count  de  Vergennes, 
or  from  the  person  who  might  be  charged  with  the 
negotiation  in  the  name  of  the  king.  The  minister 
observed  that  this  matter  is  the  more  important,  be* 
cause,  being  allied  with  the  United  States,  it  is  the  bu- 
siness of  the  king  to  support  their  cause  with  those 
powers  with  whom  Congress  has  no  connexion,  and 
can  have  none,  until  their  independence  is  in  a  fair 
train  to  be  acknowledged.  That  the  king  would 
make  it  a  point  of  prudence  and  justice  to  support  the 
minister  of  Congress ; ,  but  in  case  this  minister,  by 
aiming  at  impossible  things,  forming  exorbitant  de* 
mands,  which  disinterested  mediators  might  think  ill- 
Ibunded,  or  perhaps  by  mbconstruing  his  instructions, 
should  put  the  French  negotiators  under  the  necessity 
of  proceeding  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation  without  a 
constant  connexion  with  him,  this  would  give  rise  to  an 
unbecoming  contradiction  between  France  and  the  thir- 
teen United  States,  which  douid  not  but  be  of  very  bad 
effect  in  the  course  of  the  negotiation* 

In  making  these  observations  the  minister  remarked, 
that  it  was  always  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  the 
most  perfect  independency  is  to  be  the  foundation  of 
the  instructions  to  be  given  to  Mr.  Adams ;  and  that 
without  this  there  would  be  no  treaty  at  all.  The 
count  de  Vergennes  observes  that  it  is  of  great  impor- 
tance that  the  instructions  aforesaid  be  given  as  soon 
as  possible  to  Mr.  Adams.  And  the  minister  desireii 
TQL.  ii#  53 
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Uie  comiuilte?  to  press  Congress  to  bare  Uiis  done 
with  all  possible  despatch.  He  commanicated  to  the 
committee  the  following  particulars^  as  a  proof  thai 
this  matter  admits  of  no  delaj^  and  that  it  is  probable 
the  negotiation  will  very  soon  be  opened*  He  told 
the  committee  that  the  English  ministrj,  in  the  false 
supposition  that,  the/  might  prevail  on  the  court  of 
Madrid  to  sign  a  separate  peace,  had  begun  a  secret 
negotiation  with  that  court  by  the  meads  of  Mr*  Cum- 
berland, but  without  any  success*  That  the  court  of 
Spain  had  constantly  founded  her  answer  on  her  en- 
gagements with  his  most  christian  majesty*  That  on 
Ohe  other  side,  the  king  of  France  had  declared  to  the 
king  his  cousin,  that  the  independence  of  the  United 
Suites,  either  in  fact,  or  acknowledged  by  a  solemn 
treaty,  should  be  the  only  foundation  of  the  negotia- 
lions  of  the  Court  of  France  with  that  of  London*- 
That  the  British  court  not  seeming  to  be  duposed  to 
grant  the  independency,  it  appeared  the  negotiation  of 
Mr«  Cumberland  was  superfluous.  However,  tbb 
English  emissary  continued  and  still  continues  his  re- 
sidence at  Madrid,  although  he  cannot  have  any  ex« 
pectation  of  obtaining  the  object  of  bis  commission* 
That  this  direct  negotiation  was  known  to  all  Europe  ; 
and  that  it  seemed  to  render  every  mediation  useless* 
That,  however,  the  empress  of  Russia,  excited  by  mo-- 
tives  of  friendship  to  the  belligerent  powers,  and  in 
consequence  of  the  share  which  the  association  of  the 
neutral  powers  had  given  her  in  the  general  emergen- 
cy, has  invited  the  king  of  France  and  the  court  of 
London  to  require  her  mediation.  That  the  coert  of 
London  has  accepted  the  invitation  with  a  kind  of  ea- 
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geniefls,  tnd  at  the  ^me  time  desired  the  emperor  of 
Ctermtny  to  take  a  part  in  it.  That  the  answer  of  the 
king  of  France  to  the  overtures  of  the  court  of  Peters- 
burg was,  that  he  would  be  glad  to  restore  peace  by 
the  mediation  of  Catharine,  but  that  it  was  not  in  his 
|)Ower  immediately  to  accept  her  offers^  as  he  had  al- 
lies whose  consent  was  necessary  for  that  purpose. 
To  the  same  application  made  by  the  court  of  Peten- 
burg  to  that  of  Madrid,  this  court  answered,  that  hav- 
ing entered  into  a  direct  negotiation  with  the  court  of 
London  by  the  means  of  Mr.  Cumberland,  it  thought 
proper  to  wait  the  issue  of  it  before  it  had  recourse  to 
<  a  mediation.  The  emperor,  as  has  already  been  ob- 
served, having  been  desired  by  die  court  of  London 
to  take  part  in  the  mediation,  immediately  informed 
the  king  of  France,  as  well  as  his  catholick  majesty, 
of  this  circumstance,  offering  his  co-mediation  to  both 
the  allied  monarchs.  To  this  the  king  of  France  gave 
the  same  answer  which  he  had  given  to  the  empress 
of  Russia.  As  to  the  king  of  Spain,  he  again  expres- 
sed his  surprise  at  the  English  ministry's  requesting  a 
mediation,  after  having  entered  into  a  direct  negotia- 
tion ;  and  he  declared  that  unless  this  negotiation 
ahoyld  be  broken  off  by  the  English  themselves,  it 
would  be  impossible  for  him  to  listen  to  a  mediation 
"which,  in  any  other  circumstance,  would  be  infinitely 
agreeable  to  him. 

These  answers,  though  of  a  dilatory  nature,  may  be 
looked  upon  as  an  eventual  acceptation  of  the  media- 
tion. The  minister  observed  that  it  will  be,  in  effect, 
difficult  to  avoid  it.  That  a  refusal  will  not  be  con- 
sistent with  the  dignity  t)f  the  two  powers  that  had 


offered  tbeir  interposition.  That  the  king  is  oUtgedi 
from  friendship  and  good  policy,  to  treat  them  with  at* 
tention.  He  further  ohserved,  that  the  demands  of 
Ae  king  of  France  will  be  so  jost  tod  so  moderate, 
that  they  might  be  proposed  to  any  tribanal  whatever* 
^at  the  only  reason  the  king  could  have  to  suspend 
a  formal  acceptation  is,  that,  at  the  time  the  oQer  was 
was  made,  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  intentions 
of  his  allies,  namely,  Spain  and  the  United  States. 

The  minister  obserTed  to  the  committee,  that,  in  bia 
opinion,  this  conduct  must  afford  Congress  a  new  proof 
of  the  perseverance  of  the  king  in  the  principle  of  tbe 
affiance,  and  of  his  scrupulous  attention  to  obsenre  bia. 
obligations  ;  he  added  that,  however,  it  is  tK>t  wilboot 
inconVeniency  that  this  dilatory  plan  has  been  adopted* 
The  distance  between  the  alKed  powers  of  France  entf 
the  United  States  has  obliged  the  court  of  yersdilee 
to  adopt  that  plan,  though  liable  to  ineonvenienote,  is 
order  to  conform  to  the  engagements  made  by  the  trea- 
ties to  determine  nothing  into  a  ne^ottatidn  witboot  the 
participation  of  Congress.  Besides,  several  statefl 
being  invaded  by  the  enemy,  the  Prenefa  councH 
thought  it  inconvenient  to  begin  a  negotiation  uodev 
these  unfavourable  circumstances.  And  being  in  bopss 
that  the  diversions  made  by  the  king^s  arms  wiU  pf^ 
vent  the  British  from  making  very  great  exertiOBS 
against  the  thirteen  United  States,  the  French  mitiiBtrf 
expected  that  during  the  course  of  the  present  cempaige 
they  might  be  enabled  to  present  the  situatk»  of  theit 
allies  in  a  more  favourable  light  to  the  Congress  that 
might  assemble  for  peace.  These  /lelays,  bowwmv 
eannot  with  propriety  take  piece  for  any  ioo|;  tMe ; 
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and  it  was  (he  opioioo  of  the  French  ministry  tiiat  il 
would  be  contrary  to  decency,  prudence  and  the  laws 
of  sound  policy  again  to  refuse  listening  to  the  propo^ 
sitipas  of  peace  made  by  friendly  powers ;  for  wbick 
reaMM)  the  chevalier  de  la  Luseme  was  directed  to  lay 
all  these  fiicts  confidentially  before  Congress.  Thf 
Bunister  informed  the  committee  that  it  was  necessary 
that  the  king  should  know  the  intentions  of  the  United 
Sutes  with  regard  to  the  proposed  mediation  ;  and  that 
his  majesty  should  be.  authorized  by  Congress  to  gpve 
aolice  of  their  disposilions  to  all  the  powers  who  would 
lake  part  in  the  negotiation  for  a  pacification*  The 
qunistar  delivered  his  own  opdnion,  that  he  saw  no  i0»> 
eoAveiaeocy  artsiag  from  the  Confess  imitating  the 
example  of  the  king,  by  showing  themselves  disposed 
la  accept  peace  from  the  hand^i  of  the.  emperor  of  Ger- 
■wmy  and  the  empress  of  Russia.  He  added,  that 
Crongr®^  should  rely  o^  the  ju^iiice  and  wisdom  of  those 
two  sQs^ereJigns ;  ^and  at  the  same  time,  he  renewed  the 
is0uranees,  that  his  majasty  will  defend  the  cause  of 
the  UnHad  States  as  aealously  as  the  interests  of  his 
ewA  crown.. .  He  infora»ed  the  committee,  that,  accord- 
ing to  aU  aceauots,  the  British  ministry  were  removing 
aa,  list  as  possible^  in  this  negotiation,  every  idea  of 
aaknowledi^ng  the  independence  of  what  they  call 
their  tbirtaea  coleaies*;  and  he  said  that  Congress 
would  judge. by  themselves  that  the  court  of  London 
wo«M- debate  with  the  greatest  energy  and  obstinacy, 
die  attides  rebtiag  to  America.  He  availed  himself 
af  this  reflectioD  to  impress  the  committee  with  the 
naeeeaiiy  Congress  are  under  of  securing  in  their  fa* 
^  tha  btaavolaflNia  and  epod  wiU  of  the  mediating 
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powetB,^  pi^s^tifig  their  demands  with  the  gfeateit 
moderation  and  reserre,  save  independence,  which  wii 
not  admit  of  any  modification.  He  further  obterved, 
Ihat  it  was  possible  the  difficulty  of  making  a  definl- 
tfre  peace  might  engage  the  mediators  to  propose  a 
truce  ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  therefore  to  autho- 
rise eventually  the  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
to  declare  their  intention  thereon. 

He  further  observed  that  whatever  might  be  the 
resolution  of  Congress,  they  would  do  well  to  recom- 
mend  to  their  plenipotentiary  to  adopt  a  line  of  conduct 
that  would  deprive  the  British  of  every  hope  of  caus- 
itg  divisions  between  the  allien,  and  lo  assume  ft  con- 
ciliating character  as  much  as  can  be  coaabtent  with 
the  dignity  of  his  (/oostituents,  and  to  show  such  a  coo- 
fldeace  in  the  plenipoteatiary  of  his  ftnoet  cbrisiiaft 
majesty  as  is  due  to  a  power  so  much  interested  to 
support  the  dignity  and  honour  of  a  nation  whose  in* 
dependence  they  have  acknowledged. 

The  minister  told  the  committee  that  whatever 
might  be  the  resolution  of  Congress  respecting  a  peace 
or  a  trace,  it  was  necessary  to  carry  on  the  war  with 
the  utmost  vigour.  He  urged  reasons  too  well  known 
lo  Congress  to  be  related.  «* 

He  desired  the  committee  to  inform  Congress,  that 
in  case  the  offer  of  mediation  from  the  two  imperial 
courts  should  become  so  serious  and  so  pressibg  as  td 
oUige  the  king  to  give  a  deeiaive  answer,  his  majesty 
would  accept  of  it  conditionally  fer  himself  and  for 
the  United  States.  The  taking  this  resoh^n  wooM 
kave  no  tnconvenienee,  as  the  court  of  Franoo  koew 
BO  reasoDS  which  could  prevent  tiMm  from  Mbwii^ 
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lha«Mni]4toftbtlutg  by  tniatiog  their  iatturcstt  iMi 
lh«  baiMfe  of  jiiM  and  iriie  medistors,  aad  the  rehuA 
l^ing  liable  .to  very  daogeroQs  conte^pencf  8.  TJ^t 
miiusiter  coocludtd  ttte  ooolereoce  by  obatrviAg,  that  4 
|veat  object  waa  to  aecare  the  Uoiied  Statet  from  tbt' 
propoaitioD  of  nit  jk08iid4ti$  :  that  the  aurest  way  ^ 
obtain  that  end  was  to  reduce  the  .SagUab  to  cooliBn 
that  ibey  are  not  i^Ie  to  eooquer  the«i«  That  preseot 
oroinMitaoceft  require  great  exerttons  froai  the  cooai- 
deration ;  apd  that  it  was  plain  that  every  success,  gain* 
ed  t^  the  army  o(  Congress  would  infinitely  lacihtate 
the  negotiaCioas  of  their  plenipotentiaries* 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  communication  be  r^ 
ferred  back  to  the  committee  to  report  thereon. 

On  the  first  of  June  the  committee  reported  the  draft 
of  a  letter  to  the  several  states,  which  was  agreed  to^r 
[See  secret  joumal  for  domestick  affoirs,  &c.] 
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The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  their  report  of 
the  coasmuBications  made  to  them  by  the  minister  of 
Prance,  having  reported  thereon,  their  report  was 
taken  into  consideration  :  And  thereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  &c.  be 
icsthorized  and  instructed  to  concur,  in  behalf  of  these 
United  States,  with  bis  most  christian  majesty  in  ac- 
cepting  the  mediation  proposed  by  the  empress  of  Rus- 
sia aad  the  emperor  of  Germany ;  but  to  accede  to  no 
treaty  of  peace  which  ehall  not  be  such  as  may  effec-* 
lualiy  secure  the  independence  and  sovereignty  of  the 
thurieeo  alatesy  accocding  to  the  form  and  effect  of  th# 


treaties  tiibtiitibg'betwMii:the  said  states  mA  his  aost 
christian  majesty,  and  io  which  the  said  treaties  shaB 
BOl  be  left  in  their  full  force  and  validity* 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Witherspooo,  se* 
oonded  by  Mr*  Houston,  That  the  minister  who  is  to 
negotiate  in  behalf  of  the  United  States  be  further  ia- 
slrucled  as  follows : 

^  But  as  to  disputed  boundaries,  and  other  particii- 
**  bra,  we  refer  you  to  our  former  instractioos,  frott 
^<  which  you  wiU  easily  perceive  the  desires  and  ez* 
*^  pectatioas  of  Congress ;  but  we  think  it  unsafe  at 
<<  this  distance  to  tie  yoo  tip  1^  absolute  and  peteppto* 
^  ry  directions  upon  any  other  subject  than  the  two 
'^  essential  articles  abovementioned*  You  will,  there- 
<'  fore,  use  your  own  jodgment  and  prudence  io  seenr- 
^  ing  the  interest  of  the  United  States  io  such  manner 
*'  as  circumstaoces  may  direct,  and  as  the  state  of  the 
<'  belligerent  and  disposition  of  Ae  mediating  powora 
w  may  require. 

^^  You  are  to  make  the  most  candid  and  confidential 
^  ^^  communications,  upon  all  subjects,  to  the  ministers  of 
^  our  generous  ally  the  king  of  France ;  to  undertake 
'*  nothing  io  the  negotiations  for  peace  without  their 
^^  knowledge  and  concurrence ;  and  to  make  them  sen* 
**  sible  how  much  we  rely  upon  bis  majesty's  influence 
^<  for  effectual  support,  in  every  thing  that  may  be  ne- 
^*  cessary  to  the  present  security  or  future  prosperity 
^«  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

On  the  qoestioQ  to  agree  to  the  first  paragraph*  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  bjr  BIr*  M*  Smth— 


New  Hampshire, 

Massachasetto, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticati 

New  Jersey, 
PennsylTaiM, 

Biarylaod, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 
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Mr.  SulKvan, 
Mr.  Livermore, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 


ij:l- 

p" 


No. 
No. 


Mr.  Varnum,         Ay.  ^x 

Mr.  S.H«otiogtofi,No. . 
Mr.  Ellsworth,      Ay.  >  No. 
Mr.  Sherman,       No. 


Mr.  WitherspooihAy. )  a 
Mr.  Houston,        Ay.  5  ^^* 


lb.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.  T.  Smith, 

Mr^  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


^Jl^DlVIDEP. 


At, 


So  the  question  was  lost.    Whereupon, 
Ordered,  That  the  report  together  with  the  forego- 
ing moMbn  be  recommitted. 
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JUNE  7,  1781. 

The  comikiittee  to  wfadm  vtzn  recommitted  their  re- 
port, together  with  the  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspoon, 
reported^  that  they  have  considered  the  subject  refer- 
red to  them,  dnd  #iibmit  to  the  eonsiderati6n  of  Con- 
gress the  DK>tioti  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  together  with 
the  following  additional  and  secret  instnictions  with 
respect  to  tde  botindaries  of  the  United  States : 

1.  You  are  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  secure 
the  limits  fited,  exactly  acck>hlin^  to  the  dtacri^tton  ia 
your  fortder  instructions. 

2.  If  thai  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  the  wish  of  Con- 
gress thai  a  peace  be  made  withott  fixing  northern  and 
western  limits ;  but  leaving  them  to  future  discussion* 

3.  If  that  also  is  found  impracticable,  and  bounda- 
ries must  b«  ascertairied^  yob  artf  to  obtain  as  advanta- 
geous a  setdement  as  possible  in  favour  of  the  United 
Stdt^ft. 

The  secret  instructions  were  taken  into  considera- 
tion ;  and  #n  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith — 

Resolveci  in  the  affirmative,  every  member  answer- 
ing Ay. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  M.  Smith — 

New  .Hampshire,      Mr.  Sullivan,         ^^*^  No 
Mr.  Livermore,     No. )       * 

Massachusetts,         Mr.  Lovell,  Av. )  t\ 

Mr.  Ward.  nJ.  P'"""' 


Rhode  Uaod, 
CoDoecticiit, 

New  JenejTy 

PennsjIvaDia^ 

Maryland, 
Virginiai 

North  Cdr^lina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  VanuOf 


m 


yAx.x 


Mr.  Huntington,    Ay, ) 
Mr.  fiUfliivorfb,      Ay.  >  Ay. 
Jtfr.  JShennan,        Ay. ) 


Mr.  Wilherspoon,  Ay» 
Mr.  HanBtOAt        Ay. 


At. 


Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr^Sharpa, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bae,  . 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


Ay.  J 

•5 


Ay 


At. 


>^At.  X 


So  it  was  resoWed  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  thiad,  the  yeas  and 
nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 


New  Hampshire, 


MassachuaeljtSi 


Mr.  Sullivan, 
Mr.  Livermore 

Mr.  Lorell, 
Mr.  Ward, 


I     Ay. } 


Ar. 


S:}""- 


Rhode  Itltnd, 
Connecticit, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


flDOUT  JOOtllM^ 

Mr.  Vamaoi,        Ay«  ^x 


\}Mm% 


Mr.  S.Huntington^Ay.  ^ 
Mr.  ElUworth,      Ay.  >  Ar. 
Mr.  Sbenoan,        No. ) 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. )  . 
Mr.  Houston,        Ay.) 

Mr.  Clymer,  Ay.  >*X 


Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr«  M.  Snutfa, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr«  Johostoii, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


Ay.  ).X 
No.^ 

NoJ 


So  the  question  was  lost. 


JUNE  8,  1781. 

The  subject  of  the  instructions  was  resumed ;  and 
the  first  part  of  Mr.  Witherspoon's  motion,  which  was 
again  reported  by  the  committee,  being  under  debate, 
a  motion  Was  made  by  the  statfe  of  Virginia  to  mdd  to 
it  as  folloi^s : 


mi.]  rouaon  AfVikfM*  40 

^^  Provided  that  yoo  shall  not  recede  firom  the  for- 
^^mer  ultimatum  of  Congress  on  the  subject  of  the 
^^  boundaries  of  the  United  States,  in  any  part  thereof, 
'^ekcept  with  respect  to  so  much  of  the  said  ultima- 
*^  tum  as  delineates  the  boundary  from  the  intersection 
^of  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude,  with  the 
^^  riyer  St.  Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois  river, 
**  from  which  you  are  authorized  to  recede  so  far  as  to 
<«  agree  that  the  boundary  of  the  states  between  these 
<*  two  points  shall  run  from  the  intersection  aforesaid, 
^^  through  the  middle  of  the  said  rivers,  of  lake  Onta- 
<*  rio,  of  the  strait  of  Niagara,  and  of  lake  Erie,  to 
*^  the  mouth  of  the  Miami  river,  thence  in  a  direct  line 
*^  to  the  source  of  the  river  Illinois,  and  thence  down 
**  the  middle  of 'the  said  river  to  its  confluence  with  the 
^^Mississippi.'^ 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Bland — 

New  Hampshire,       Mr.  Sullivan,         No. )  j^ 
Mr.  Livermore,     No. )     ^ 

Massachusetts,         Mr.  Lovell,  No.  >  ^j 

Mr.  Ward,  No.S^^' 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Vamum,  ^Now  x 

Connecticut,  Mr.  S.Huntington,No.  ^ 

Mr.  Ellsworth,      No.vNo. 
Mr.  Sherman,        No.) 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Witherspoon,  No.  )  ^ 

Mr.  Houston,        NcJ^^* 

Pennsylvania,  Mr.  Atlee,  No. )  v^ 

Mr.  Clymer,         No.  $  ^^' 


\ 


Mtryland* 
Virgioia, 

Korifa  Carolina^ 
South  Carolina, 

<j[eorgia, 


aSCMVt  JOUMTAL. 

Mr*  Jenifer, 
]^r.  Carroll, 

Mr*  J4MI0S, 
Mr.  Madiaon, 
Mr«  Bland, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathewa, 
Mr.  Bee, 

9f  r.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Pew:, 
Mr.  Howly, 


[JWi^ 


Divided. 


No.) 

No.>No. 

No.> 


No. 
No. 

No 


■;! 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

A  tootioo  was  made  by  the  slate  of  Virginia  to  add 
the  words  following : 

^^  Provided  that  you  shall  not  in  any  case  agree  to  a 
"  cession  of  any  part  pf  the  territory  lying  on  the 
^^  south-ea^t  side  of  the  river  Ohio ;  nor  admit  any  ex* 
^'  elusive  claims  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  the 
^^  territory  lying  between  tb^  said  river,  the  river  Mis- 
*'  sissippi  and  Illinois,  and  the  lakes  Erie  and  Ontario.'* 

A  division  was  called  for;  and  on  the  question  to 
agree  to  the  first  qlaus?  ?9  far  ^9  "  the  riv^r  Ohio''  ior 
elusive,  th^  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ma- 
dison-^ 


New  Hampsbire, 


Mr.  Sullivan,        No. 

Mr.  Livermore,    No< 


:\ 


No. 


filassaclHisettSy 

khod^  hlandy 
Conoecticut, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Marylandi 
Virginia, 

North  Carblina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


St!-*"-  . 

Ajr.  yXt.^ 


Mr.  Lovell, 
ilr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Vftruudi, 


Mr.  S.Huntington,No.  ^ 

Mr.  ElUswortb,  No.  V  No. 

Mr.  Sherman,  No.) 

Mr.  Atlee,     .  No»  )  ^j, 

Mr.  Clymer,  Nd.  5  ^^' 

Mr.  Jenifer,  No. )  j^^ 

Mr.  Carroll,  No.  5  ^^• 


Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


^At. 


No. 


No.) 
No.>No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  second  clause 
was  dropped. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Bland,  to  strike  out  all  that  follows  the  wordSi 
^'  expectations  of  Congress.'^ 

Questioit  puft, 


sEcauR  jomuuu 


[^~% 


Passed  in  the  negative* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of  Mr«  Wi- 
therspoon^s  motion^  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
bj  Mr.  Smith — 


New  Hampshire, 

MassachusettSi 

Khode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Sullivan,         Ay.) 
B,     Ay.J 


Mr.  Livermore, 

Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Varnum, 


Ay.? 
•5 


Ay 


At. 


At. 


>-At.X 


Mr.  S.  Huntington, Ay < 
Mr.  Ellsworth,  Ay. 
Mr.  Sherman,       Ay 


Mr.  Witberspoon,  Ay.  )  * 
Mr.  Houston,         Ay. ) 

Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


Atv 


At. 


wlBfiJ 


Mftl^fift  AFFAmS. 


4to 


So  it  wtf8  Msolved  in  the  aflirmative. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  viz. 
^  Ton  are  to  make  the  most  candid,''  &c.  to  the  end, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ward — 


Kew  Hampshire, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  CafoKM, 

South  Carolina, 


At. 


Mr.  Sullivan,  Ay.  > 

Mr.  Livermore,  Ay.  > 

Mr.  Lovell,  No 

Mr.  Ward,  No 

Mr.  Varnam, 


Bfr.  S.HuntiBgton,Ay.^ 
Mr.  Ellsworth,      Ay.  \  Ar. 
Mr.  Shermaii,       Ay.  3 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. )  . 
Mr.  Houston,        Ay.  J  ^^* 


>'At.  X 


Mr.  Atlee^ 
Mr.  Clymer, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 


Mr.  Jones, 
Mt, 
Mr 
Mr 


'.  Jones,  Ay.*! 

'.  Madiaon,  Ay.  1  . 

'.  BiMid,  Ay.  f"' 

:  M.  Smitb,  Ay.J 


Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  JohMtoto, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  MMie, 

»5 


Ar. 


At. 


^m  SfiCB£T  lOOmAL.  [Im  % 

Georgia,  Bir.  WakoD,  Ay.i 

Mr.  Few,  Ay.  >  Ar. 

Mr.  Howlj,  Ay.) 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affinnative. 
'     A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Carroll,  seconded 
by  Mr*  Atlee,  to  reconsider  the  third  of  the  additional 
and  secret  instructions  reported  by  the  committee. 

The  question  being  put,  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Witherspoon,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Clymer, 

Resolved,  That  'the  first  and  second  of  the  addi- 
tional and  secret  instructions  passed  yesterday  be  re- 
considered. 

The  question  being  then  severally  put  to  agree  to 
the  fir^tand  second  of  the  additional  and  secret  instruc- 
tions. 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

The  instructions  as  agreed  to  are  as  follows : 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  concur, 
in  behalf  of  these  United  States,  with  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty,  in  accepting  the  mediation  proposed  bj 
the  empress  of  Russia  and  the  emperor  of  Germany. 
But  you  are  to  accede  to  ao.ti^aty  of  peace  which 
shall  not  be  such  as  may,  1st,  effectually  secure  the 
independence  and  sovereignty  of  the  thirteen  states, 
according  t^  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaties  Bab- 
eisting  between  the  said  states  and  his  most  cWbtiM 
majesty  J  and,  3dly,  in  which  the  said  treatiea  ahell  not 
be  left  in  their  full  force  and  validity* 

As  to  disputed  boundaries^  and  other  pirtirnhm,  we 
refer  you  to  your  former  instructions  of  the  14th  Au- 


goti,  1779^  aU  ]8di  October,  1780, 'from  which  you 
will  eaailjr  perceive  the  desires  and  expectations  of 
Congress ;  but  we  think  it  unsafe  at  this  distance  to 
tie  yoa  up  by  absolute  and  peremptory  directions  upon* 
any  other  subject  than  the  two  essential  articles  above- 
mentioned.  You  will  therefore  use  your  ownjudg- 
menC  and  prudence  in  securing  the  interest  of  the 
United  States  in  such  manner  as  circumstances  may 
direct,  and  as  the  state  of  the  belligerent  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  mediating  powers  may  require* 

You  are  to  make  the  most  candid  and  confidential 
communications,  upon  all  subjects,  to  the  ministers  of 
our  generous  ally  the  king  of  France ;  to  undertake 
nothing  in  the  negotiations  for  peace  or  truce,  without 
their  knowledge  and  concurrencie  ;  and  to  make  theot 
sensible  how  much  we  rely  upon  his  majesty^s  influ- 
ence for  effectoal  support  in  every  thing  that  may  bfr 
necessary  to  the  present  security  or  future  prosperity 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

JUNE  9,  nai. 

On  motion  of  Mr«  Witberspoon, 

Resolved^  That  the  foHowbg  additiooat  instruction^ 
be  given. 

If  a  difficulty  shooM  arise  in  the  course  of  the  nego- 
tiation for  peaoe  from  the  backwardness  of  Britain  to 
lilrn  a  formal  aekowrledgment  of  our  independence, 
yoa  are  at  liberty  to  agt*ee  to  a  truce,  or  to  make  suck 
other  concessions  as  may  not  affect  the  substance  of 
what  wo  contend  for ;  and  provided  that  Great  Britain 


Um% 


lie  Bo(  ua  in  poss^iiioii  of  my  part  if  the  thirteen 
ynited  States. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  ami  says 
Wiog  required  by  Mr.  8mitb**<^ 


Neif  Hampshire, 

Massacbusetts, 

Rhode  Island^ 
Qooa^i;ticut, 

New  Jersey, 
Penqsylvaniat 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  CaroKna, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr,  Sullivan, 
Mr.  Livermpre, 

Mr.  Loyell, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Mr.  Yarnum, 


At. 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 

Ay.) 

Ay,$ 

No.  ).x 


Ay. 


>At. 


Mr.  S,  Hantiqgton,  Ay.  ^ 
Mr.  Ellsworth^       Ay.>  At. 
Mr.  Sherman,         Ay.  3 

Mr.  WitberspooPf   Ay. )  * 
Mr.  Houston,  Ay.)'*^' 

Mr*  J.  Monig^ipery,  Ay/ 
Mr«  Atlee, 
Mr.  Clyroer, 
Mr.  T.  Smith, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Jobqitoi^ 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  MqU^ 


DiTtDKD. 


GMTpa, 


Mr*  FeWf 
Mr.  Howlj, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  >  At. 

Ay.5 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  aflSrmatiye. 

The  eommittee  having  reported  as  their  opinion, 
that  some  persons  be  joined  with  the  honourable  John 
Adams  in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  between  these 
United  States  and  Great  Britain — 

On  the  question,  Shall  any  person  or  persons  be 
joined,  th^  ye^s  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr* 
Mathei 


New  Hampshire, 
MiiiAClmHIts, 
Rhode  Island, 

Cmneaicqt, 

New  Jersey, 
PenosyWania, 

Maryland, 


Mr.  SuHivan, 
Mr.  Livermore, 

Bir*  LoiFeil, 
Mr,  Ward, 

Mr.  Varnum, 

Mr.  Hontiogtoo, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Sherman, 


t.i^ 


No, 


No.; 

No. 
No.< 


No. 


Mr.  Witbenpooi,  No. )  ^^ 
Mr.  Houston,         No.  5"®* 


'.J.MoDtgomery^No.') 
>.  Atlse,  Ay.  I 

'.  Clyoaer,  Ay,  j 

.  T.  Smith,         Ay.J 

Ay.) 
Ay.  J 


Vf,  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroli, 


Tii^itti    ,  Mr..  Jones,  No.^ 

Mr.  Madison,  No.  I  ^^^ 

Mr.  Bland,  No.  f  ^^• 

Mr.  M.  Smith,  No.  j 

North  Carolina)     Mr.  Sharpe,  Ay. )  ri...^.^ 

Mr.  Johnston,         No.J^^"'"' 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Qmrgm^  Mr.  Walton, 

Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  confer 
with  the  minister  of  France  communicate  coMfidoiitiaU 
ly  to  him  the  substance  of  the  foregoing  instructions ; 
and  that  Ihey  prepare  an  answer  to  the  letter  from,  bis 
most  christian  majesty ;  and  a  letter  to  Dr.  Franklin ; 
that  they  aho  revise  the  instructions  given  to  tke  minis* 
ter  plenipotentiary  respecting  a  treaty  of  commerce 
with  Great  Britain,  and  report  thereon. 

JUNE  11,  nsi. 

The  committee,  appointed  to  confer  with  the  minis- 
ter of  France,  report, 

That  they  have  communicated  to  him  the  substance 
of  the  instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary,  for 
negotiating  a  peace,  and  submit  It  as  their  opinion, 
that  the  said  instructions  be  reconsidered  so  ^  as  to 
admit  the  following  amendments : 


1.  Id  the  tMrd  clause  *of  the  MBtnifClioiw,  to  strike 
oat  the.wordf,  *^  will  therefore  ose  your  own  judgment 
*^  and  prudence  in  securingi'^  arid  in  lieo  thereof  to  in- 
sert, ^  are  therefore  at  liberty  to  secure." 

3.  To  introduce  the  fourth  clause  by  inserting  at 
the  beginnbg  thereof  the  following  words,  ^^  for  this 
purpose."  , 

3.  After  the  words  "  concurrence  and,"  to  insert 
the  following  words :  "  ultimately  to  govern  yourself 
«<  by  their  |idWce  and  opinion,  endeavouring  in  jtmt 
**  whole  conduct." 

The  vote  for  reconsidering  being  taken  and  pass- 
ed— 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland- 
New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Sullivan,  Ay. )  . 
Mr.  Livermore,       Ay.  j 

HassKhflsetts^       Mr.  Ward,  No.  >x 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Vamum,  No.  )•  x 

Connecticut,  Mr. S.Huntington,  Ay.) 

Mr.  Ellsworth,        Ay.  5  Ay. 
Mr.  Sherman,  .       Ay.) 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay. )  . 
Mr.  HoustoDj  Ay.  5  ^^* 


New  Jei»ey, 


Pennsylvania,         Mr.  J.Montgomery,  Ay. )         ' 
Mr.  Atlee,  Ay  A  At. 

Mr.  Clymer,  Ay. ) 

Marylahd,  Mr.  Jenifer,  Ay.  >  . 

Mr.  Carroll,  Aj.j  ^^- 


m 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
Sooth  Carolina, 

Gmgii, 


Mr.  Jedei, 
Mr*  Madison^ 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  JohnstoDi 

Mr.  Blathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Fcir, 
Mr.  Howly, 


tJ^il> 


So  it  was  resolved  io  the  affirmative. 
The  second  amendment  passed  without  divistoti. 
On  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  third  amendment, 
the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Bland — 


New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Sullivan, 

Mr.  Liveimore, 


At. 


Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  Jersey, 
Fennsylv^Qia, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Ward, 

Bfr.  Varnum, 


No. 
No 


Mr.S.Huntington,    No. 
Mr.  EllswortI,       N0.VN0. 
Mr.  Sherman^         No. 


Ay.) 

::|no. 

>.No.  X 

i 


Mr.  WitberspoM, 
Mr.  Houston, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  5 


Ar. 


Mr.  J.Montgomery,  No.*^ 

Mr.  Atlee,  Ay.  I  Divimd. 

Mr.  Clymer,  Ay.  [ 

Blr.  T.  Smith,         No.  j 


Maryland) 
Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mn  /etiifer, 
Mr.  Carrolli 

Mr*  Jones, 
Mr.  Madisotti 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Sqaith, 

Mr.  Sharpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  committee  further  recommended  a  reconsideir 
ration  of  the  question,  Whether  any  person  or  persons 
lie  joined  io  Mr.  Adams  in  negotiating  a  peace  between 
these  United  States  and  Great  Britain. 

The  question  for  reconsideration  having  passed  in 
the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  two  persons  be  joined  to  Mr. 
Adams  in  Mgotiaiing  a  peace  between  these  United 
States  and  Great  Bvitaia. 

Resolved,  That  Wednesday  next  be  assigned  for 
electing  the  persons  to  be  joined  to  Mr.  Adam8« 

The  following  persons  were  put  in  nomination : 

Mr.  Jay,  by  Mr.  Mathews. 
Mr.  John  Laurens,  by  Mr*  Howly. 
Mr.  Thos.  Jefferson,  by  Mr.  M.  Smith, 
vot.  II.  5B 


Mr.  Franklin,  by  Mn  Varnum.  ^ 
Mr.  Jos.  Reed,  by  Mr.  Witberspooo. 
Mr.  WiUiam  Carmichael,  by  Mr.  Jenifer. 

JUNE  13,  1781. 

Congresi  proceeded  to  an  election ;  and  the  ballota 
being  taken,  the  honourable  John  Jay  was  elected. 

Ordered,  That  the  election  of  the  other  person  be 
postponed  till  tomorrow. 

The  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  letter  to  his 
most  christian  majesty,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  to  their 
great,  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  illy,  Lewis 
the  sixteenth,  king  of  France  and  Navarre. 

GREAT,  FAITHFUL,  AND  BELOVED  FRIEND  AND  ALLY, 

We  have  received  your  majesty's  letter  of  the  10th 
of  March.  The  measures  adopted  by  your  majesty 
in  consequence  of  the  representation  made  of  the  situa- 
tion of  our  finances,  the  repeated  testimonies  of  your 
majesty's  unalterable  determination  to  render  the 
cause  of  the  United  States  triumphant,  and  also  the 
affection  which  your  majesty  has  been  pleased  to  e:i^- 
press  for  the  United  States  in  general,  and  for  eatb 
state  in  particular,  demand  from  us  the  strongest  sen- 
timents of  gratitude. 

The  important  communications  made  by  your  ma- 
jesty's plenipotentiary  have  been  considered  by  us 
with  the  greatest  attention.  The  result  of  our  delibe- 
rations will  be  made  known  to  your  majesty  by  our 
tninisier  plenipotentiary  at  your  court,  and  will  evince 
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the  eotire  confidence  we  have  in  your  majesty's  friend- 
ship and  perseverance  in  the  principles  which  have 
directed  your  conduct  in  maintaining  the  interest  of 
the  United  States  to  this  time. 

We  pray  God  that  he  will  keep  your  majesty^  our 
great,  faithful,  and  beloved  friend  and  ally,  in  his  holy 
protection. 

Done  at  Philadelphia,  the  13tb  day  of  June,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1781,  and  in  the  5th  year  of 
our  independence. 

By  the  United  States  in  Congress  assembled. 
VSur  faithful  friends  and  allies. 

S.  HUNTINGTON,  President. 
Ch.  Thomson,  Secretary. 

JUNE  14,  1781. 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Sharpe,  seconded  by  Mr.  M^Kean^ 

Resolved,  That  two  more  persons,  making  in  the 
wbole  four»  be  joined  to  the  honourable  John  Adams 
in  negotiating  a  treaty  of  peace  with  Great  Britain. 

Mr.  Henry  Laurens  was  put  in  nomination  by  Mr. 
Bland. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election ;  and  the  ballott 
being  taken. 

The  honourable  Benjamin  Franklin, 

The  honourable  Henry  Laurens,  and 

The  honourable  Thomaa  Jefferson,  were  elected.. 


Vmmm 


JUNE  15,  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mn  M^Kets,  lecoacM  bf 
Mr.  Partridge,  to  re-consider  the  third  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  committee,  and  adopted  on  the  lltb; 
and  on  the  question  to  reconsider,  the  yeas  and  aayi 
being  required  by  Mr.  Partridge — 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  Jmrsey, 
x^mHMyii^mMa, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virgmia, 


Mr.  Livermore,    No.  )>*x 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Osgood, 
Mr.  Partric^, 


Ay, 
Ay. 
Ay. 


At. 


Mr.  Varnum,        Ay.  ^At. 

Mr.  S.  HanttngtOB^Ay. ) 
Mr.  ElUwortb,      Ay.SAr. 
Ifr.  ShteniMi,       Ay.) 

Mr*  Wftbenpooa,  No.  >  w^ 
Mr.  Houston,        N..5  "**' 


Mr.  Atke, 
Mr.  CljpMr, 
Mr.  T.  Smith, 

Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  M'Keao, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Potts, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 


N0.SN0. 
Ay.$ 

No.) 
N.^>No. 
No.  5 

No.^ 

Ni.j 


Sooth  CaroHna,       Mr.  Mathews,  No.^ 

Mr*  Bee,  No.  (  %*^ 

Mr.Moitc,  Nowf^^- 

Mr.  Eveleigh,  ^o.J 

Ctoergia,  Mr.  Wakoo,         Kq.  ^ 

Bfr.  Few,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Howly,  No.  3 

Se  it  passed  ia  the  negatiye. 
uraTRixcTiONa  to  thb  bohograble  john  adavs^  mit* 

JAIfUl  FRiMmLIN,  ilOair  JTAT,  BBNRT  LAURUTS  AHD 
TQOMAS  JBfrRRSOir,  MINISTBRS  PLBBIPOTBBTIARY 
9B  BBBALF  OF  THB  IFNITBD  STATB6  OP  AMBRICA  TO 
BBeOTKATi  A  TBRATI?  OF  FBACR. 

V 

You  are  hereby  aatboriBed  and  instructed  to  con* 
cur,  in  behalf  of  these  United  States,  with  his  most 
christian  majesty,  in  accepting  the  mediation  proposed 
by  the  empress  of  Russia  and  the  emperor  of  Ger- 
many. 

You  are  to  accede  to  no  treaty  of  peace  which  shall 
Bot  be  such  as  may,  Ist,  effectually  secure  the  inde- 
pendence and  sovereignty  of  the  thirteen  states,  ac- 
cording to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  treaties  subsisting 
between  the  said  states  and  his  most  christian  aaj^ty; 
and,  3d,  in  which  the  said  treaties  shall  not  be  left 
in  their  foil  force  and  validity. 

As  to  disputed  boundaries  and  other  partictiars,  w« 
refer  you  to  the  instructions  formerly  given  to  Mr. 
Adaofts,  dated  14tb  August,  1779,  and  18th  October, 
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1780,  front  which  you  will  easily  perceive  the  desires 
and  expectations  of  Congress ;  but  we  think  it  unsafe, 
at  this  distance,  to  tie  you  up  by  absolute  and  pe* 
remptory  directions  upon  any  other  subject  than  the 
two  essential  articles  abovementioned.  You  are 
therefore  at  liberty  to  secure  the  interest  of  the  United 
States  in  such  manner  as  circumstance^  may  direct, 
and  as  the  state  of  the  belligerent  and  disposition  of 
the  mediating  powers  may  require.  For  this  purpose, 
you  are  to  make  the  most  candid  and  confidential  com- 
munications upon  all  subjects  to  the  ministers  of  oar 
generous  ally,  the  king  of  France ;  to  undertake  no- 
thing in  the  negotiations  for  peace  or  truce  without 
their  knowledge  and  concurrence  ;  and  ultimately  to 
govern  yourselves  by  their  advice  and  opinion,  en- 
deavouring in  your  whole  conduct  to  make  tbem  sen- 
sible how  much  we  rely  on  his  majesty^s  influence  for 
effectual  support  in  every  thing  that  may  be  necessary 
to  the  present  security,  or  future  prosperity,  of  the 
United  States  of  America. 

If  a  difficulty  should  arise  in  the  course  of  the  ne- 
gotiation for  peace,  from  the  backwardness  of  Britain 
to  make  a  formal  acknowledgment  of  our  indepen- 
dence, you  are  at  liberty  to  agree  to  a  truce,  or  to 
make  such  other  concessions  as  may  not  affect  the 
substance  of  what  we  contend  for  ;  and  provided  that 
Great  Britain  be  not  left  in  possession  of  any  part  of 
thet  hirteen  United  States. 

SAMUEL  HUNTINGTON,  PrcsidcnU 

Ch.  Tbomsoit,  Secretary. 
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The  committee  reported  the  draft  of  a  commission 
to  tbe  ministers  plenipotentiary  for  negotiating  a  peace, 
wfaich  being  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows  : 

The  United  States  of  America  in  Congress  assem- 
bled— To  all  to  whom  these  presents  shall  come, 
send  greeting. 

Whereas  these  United  States,  from  a  sincere  desire 
of  putting  an  end  to  the  hostilities  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  these  United  States  on  the  one 
part,  and  his  Britannick  majesty  on  the  other,  and  of 
terminating  the  same  by  a  peace  founded  on  such  solid 
and  equitable  principles  as  reasonably  to  promise  a 
permanency  of  the  blessings  of  tranquillity,  did  here- 
tofore appoint  the  honourable  John  Adams,  late  a 
commissioner  of  the  United  States  of  America  at  the 
court  of  Versailles,  late  delegate  in  Congress  from  the 
state  of  Massachusetts,  and  chief  justice  of  the  said 
state,  their  minister  plenipotentiary,  with  full  powers, 
general  and  special,  to  act  in  that  quality,  to  confer, 
treat,  agree  and  conclude  with  the  ambassadors  or 
plenipotentiaries  of  his  most  christian  majesty  and  of 
his  Britannick  majesty,  and  those  of  any  other  princes 
or  states  whom  it  might  concern,  relating  to  the  re-es- 
tablishment of  peace  and  friendship :  And  whereas  the 
flames  of  war  have  since  that  time  been  extended,  and 
other  nations  and  states  are  involved  therein  : — Now 
KNOW  TE,  That  we,  still  continuing  earnestly  desirous, 
as  far  as  depends  upon  us,  to  put  a  stop  to  the  effusion 
of  blood,  and  to  convince  the  powers  of  Europe  that 
we  wish  for  nothing  more  ardently  than  to  terminate 
the  war  by  a  safe  and  honourable  peace,  have  thought 
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proper  to  renew  the  powers  fermeiiy  ffren  to  tfie  said 
John  Adtms,  and  to  join  four  oAer  persons  in  com* 
mission  with  him  ;  and  having  fhll  onfidence  in  tlit 
integrity,  prudence,   and  ability  of  the  honourable 
JBenjamin  Franklin,   our  minister  plenipotentiary  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  the  honourable  John  Jay,  late 
President  of  Congress,  and  chief  justice  of  the  state 
of  New  York,  and  our  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the 
coart  of  Madrid,  and  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens^ 
formerly  President  of  Congress,  and  commissfonated 
and  sent  as  our  a^nt  to  the  United  ProTinces  of  the 
low  countries,  and  the  honourable  Thomas  JefiersoO) 
govemour  of  the  commonwealth  of  Vir^ia-^haTe 
nooiinated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  the  said 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  Henry  Laurens   and 
Thomas  Jefferson,  in  addition  to  the  said  John  Adama^ 
giving  and  granting  to  them  the  said  John  Adams, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  John  Jay,  Henry  Laurens  and 
Thomas  Jefferson,  or  the  majority  of  them,  or  of  such 
of  them  as  may  assemble,  or  in  case  of  the  death, 
absence,    indisposition,  or  other  impediment  of  the 
others,  to  any  one  of  them,  full  power  and  authority, 
general  and  special,  conjunctly  and  separately,  and 
general  and  special  command  to  repair  to  such  place 
as  may  be  fixed  upon  for  opening  negotiations  for 
>peace ;  and  there  for  us  and  in  our  name  to  confer, 
treat,  agree  end  conclude  with  the  ambassadcnv,  com- 
4nissioners,  and  plenipotentiaries  of  the  princes  and 
states  whom  it  may  coocern,  vested  with  equal  powei^ 
^relating  to  the  establishment  of  peace  ;  and  what- 
soever shall  be  agreed  and  concluded  for  us  and  ui 
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tfOTMMet.to  «^t  aiui  Cbereupon  ^ake.a  \mnij  or 
tfMtJeiy  and  tq  truiact  a  very  ttiiog^J^at  aiay  be  aar 
lanary  Car  oiMii|>i«tttig,  tecaring  and  atfeagtbeniag 
tkagfaat  woik  of  paciicat|oa,  in  as  ample  form,  and 
wiA  Itif  aana  affict  as  if  wa  were  personally  preseat 
and  acted  tbereia  :  hereby  pcofDiaiog,  in  good  faith, 
llutt  wa  will  accept,  ratify,  M&l  aod  execute  whatever 
sl»U  be  agreed,-  coacladed  aad  signed  by  our  eaid 
miaiaters  plenipoCentiary»  or  a  majority  of  them,  or  of 
woh  of  tbem  aa  may  assemble,  or  in  caae  of  the  death, 
ahaeoce,  iadssposation,  or  other  impediment  of  the 
^Ibars^  by  aigr  one  of  them  ;  aad  that  we  will  oevev 
aat  nor  saffer  any  parson  to  act  contrary  to  the  saaiei 
ia  wboU  Of  in  any  parL  In  witness  whereof  we  have 
caused  theae  presents  ta  be  signed  by  our  President, 
aad  sealed  with  bis  seal. 

Doaia  at  Pbiladelpbia,  the  fifteenth  day  of  June,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
aad  eighty-oae,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  oar  inde* 
endeoc  e«  By  the  United  States  in  Congress  aa< 
aanafaled* 

6JML.  HUNTINGTON,  PresUent. 

Ch.  Thomson,  Setfy. 


JUNE  18,  1781. 

The  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  France,  report. 

That  on  the  second  conference  with  the  minister  of 
f*rance,  he  communicated  some  parts  of  a  despatch 
VQI,*  u.  57 
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dated  4litt  7tb4if.  August,  1780,  the  first  part  rrkM(0igM 
losieB  tuffiured  hjit  Frencb  mercbantSi  Miimr  trading 
iritb  private  houses  ip  Af&erica,  or  engaged  in  tn^sao* 
tioas  <^  commerce  for  Congress,  or  the  several  states 
He  informed  jtbe  committee  that  several  papers  which 
should  have  accompanied  thb  despatch,  were  noicome 
ta  hand,  so  that  be  could  not  state  what  kind  of  com^ 
peosation  the  merchants  might  expect*  The  minisief 
however  mentioned  in  the  conference,  that  without 
waiting  the  arrival  of  those  papers,  which  majr  have 
been. lost,  or  may  be  delayed  for  a  long  timei  some  rer 
commendation  might  be  thought  proper  tp  be  sent  /roai 
Congress  to  ibe  several  states,  in  order  to  preveot^  for* 
ever  the  effect  of  the  tender  laws  operating 'against 
fpreign  merchants ;  that  this  would  be  ap  eocourageo 
ment  to  coounerce,  and  remove  ibe  fears  of  foreign 
traders  in  their  transactions  with  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States*  The  minister  communicated  ihat  part 
of  the  count  de  Vergennes'  letter  relating  to  the  dis- 
eussion  which  was  between  him  and  Mr.  J.  Adams 
with  respect  to  the  depreciation  of  the  paper  moneyi 
and  the  effect  this  had  produced  on  the  French  trade ; 
however,  he  did  not  enter  fuljiy  into  the  matter,  not 
being  furnished  with  the  proper  papers. 

The  other  objects  of  the  communications  of  the  mi- 
nister of  France  were  the  measures  taken  by  the  court 
of  Russia,  and  the  northern  powers,  on  account  of  the 
rights  of  neutrality,  and  the  conduct  to  be  observed 
by  the  belligerent  powers  towards  subjects  of  neutral 
powers;  and  he  informed  the  committee  that  thost 
northern  courts  had  made  formal  declarations  to  the 
powers  at  war  respeciiog  the  principles  of  neutrality; 
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mJ  that  Ili«3r  had  coiieiiided  a  convention  tof  tbe  s«^ 
euritjrof  their  navigation  afnd  of  their  fair  trade.^  That 
■  this  comrentton  was  particotarly  obnoiioas  to  the  cooft' 
df  Londod,  aa  it  was  now  obliged  to  respect  neutral 
iags,  which  it  had  till  then  treated  #ith  the  greatest 
severity,  exercising  against  them  every  Hnd  of  depre- 
dation according  to  its  former  practice.  That  Prance 
fully  approved  of  that' convention,  the  consequence  of 
which  was  that  all  the  powers' concerned,  while  they 
did  Justice  to  the  principles  of  the  king's  council,  con*' 
aidered  the'  Brkish  more  and  more  as  the  tyrants  of 
the*  sea.  The  king^  council,  therefore,  thooght  it  pro* 
per  to  transmit  this  intelligence  to  Congress,  leaving  it 
to*their  wisdom  to  adopt  the  principles  of  the  neutral 
powers  laid  down  so  long  ago  as  the  36ih  July,  1778, 
in  an  ordinance  off  the  king,  which  the  minister'  of 
France  delivered  several  months  ago,  with  other  print* 
ed  papers,  on  the  same  subject,  to  the  board  of  admi^ 
ralty.  The  minister  thought  it  the  more  impdrtant  for- 
the  United  Slates  to  confcMrm  their  maritime  taws  to* 
that  system,  as  they  would  thereby  conciliate  to  th^m* 
selves  the  benevolence  of  tbe  neutral  powers.  He 
obserred  that  American'  privateers  had  pr^umed  t5 
stop  neutral  vessels  loaded  with  English  merchandise, 
which  had  given  rise  to  unfavourable  observations  and 
complaints  against  the  United  States.  He  observed 
that*  Holland  had  taken  a  part  in  the  association  of  the 
northern  courts ;  and  that  therefore  she  ought  to  be- 
comprehended  in  the  orders  of  Corigress,^  if  it  should' 
%e  thought  proper  in  those  orders  to  mentbn  tbe  names 
of '  particular  powers.  But,  if  Congress  adopted*  a 
conduct  similar  to  that  of  France,  they  would  extend' 
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their  orden  m  (mv««r  of  eH  MUtrri  poimsn  genenlkf* 
The  mimtter  then  gate  t  thorl  hitloffical  gc— unt  «i 
dir  negotlatiM  of  Mt.  Ctttberlattilyolwenrliig  duU  iIm 
Hwtler  beiag  Mm  obaoieCe^  ii  was  onfficiwl  to  OMiiott 
that  dM  agent,  iMving  made  proposala  of  peace  to  tkm 
kkig  of  Spain,  the  fint  qaestion  be  waa  aaked  waa^ 
what  were  tke  totentions  of  the  coart  of  Londoa  re-^ 
apecting  the  United  States  t  Tint'  be,  haTing  no  in- 
structions  on  tbis  8nb}eat,  or  preteading  to  have  nooe^ 
bad  sent  an  eirpress  to  Lo»don«  That  the  ezpreaa 
had  not  ff  taraed  when  this  letter  was  written* 

The  minister  informed  the  committee  that  the  court 
of  -Versailles  had  neglected  sotUng  to  procure  aran^ 
ammunition  and  clothing  for  Congress*  That  the 
good  intentions  of  the  coart  had  not  been  weU  seeaod* 
ed  bjr  the  American  agents;  that  it  waa  their  fttdt  ii 
these  articles  had  not  been  forwarded  in  time ;  that 
the  ministers  did  not  intend  to  accuse  any  one  in  pair** 
ticalar ;  but  were  of  opinion  that  Congress  shMld  kn 
quire  into  the  cause  of  the  delaj,  in  order  to  iaflict 
such  punishment  as  wonid  prevent  the  like  coadoct  ia* 
future. 

**  The  minister  then  communicated  the  stibstance  of  m 
despatch  of  the  9tb  March,  1781  ;  ttnd  entering  fuHjr 
into  the  suliject,  he  toM  us  that  so  early  as  the  begin* 
ning  of  the  year  1780,  he  had  infonned  CongtMs  that* 
d^iation  might  be  opened  in  Europe*  That  the  me»' 
diators  might  propose  the  uii  posiideHi  as  the  basis  of 
the  negotiation.  That  it  was  of  the  ntaiOBt  impor* 
tance  to  preveAt  the  eflSpct  of  a  propositfon  so  taeon*^' 
aistent  with  Che  independence  of  the  United  S^teS*. 
That  ttie  court  of  Fraace  wished  to  give  them  every 
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atMlnMu  tbMr  power ;  kut  be  iiaci  •hienrtdy  tt  (1m 
•auM  tMM»  thai  the  polkiQai  Bythna  of  (kt  Ungriwii 
Mug  doaeljr  ooniiact«d  inib  lh»t  of  other  fiuvspetti 
powMi,  FraMe  raigfal  he  involtod  in  4iMcvUm%  which 
voald  pe^pmre  the  grMteat  atlenlion,  and  a  ooaiMaffft* 
fale  part  of  bar  retoorcas.  That  lie  had  ialbraie4  Coa*^ 
grass  coafidenttalljr  that  tfie  dealk  of  thte  sovereigns  of 
aoeie  of  the  Europeaa  states  with  whoia  the  cotart  of 
France  bad  the  nost  intiioeie  eoanaxioo  o^bl  obiign 
Imt  to  employ  the  greatest  part  of  bar  rasoaroes  to  sof 
cure  her  agakisl  the  dangers  irhicb  mig ht  be  occasion^ 
ad  by  such  an  evenl«  That  ajnce  that  cooiaHiBicalioo 
IMS  nade  to  Congress,  both  these  cases  had  haf^nedL 
That  the  empress  queen  was  dead.  That  the  eoart  of 
VeiiaiUes  flatiered  itself  thai  this  will  not  al  this  tiasa 
gtre  rise  to  any  material  change  in  the  poliliclia  of  the 
courts  ef  Vienna  andBerUa*  That  circiMasUacaai 
baweveri  are  such  that  pradence  diotaies  not  to  laavja 
the  frontier  of  France  on  Germany  unprovided  for  de^ 
fence«  That  the  character  the  king  bears  of  guaraniea 
or  protector  of  the,  liberties  of  the  German  empira 
obliges  him  to  be  ready  to  assist  eftctaally  the  meai^ 
bers  of  that  body,  irhose  saiety  may  be  eodangeved^ 
and  of  eoasequence  oconioMi  estraofdioary  espenses> 
That  France  is  at  the  same  time  obliged  to  spare  the 
land  forces  •of  the  kingdom,  and  at  the  present  crisis 
not  to  keep  them  at  too  great  a  dastaocef  That  this 
tlewever  is  only  a  point  of  cantien  and  pmdence*  Thai 
the  court  of  Fraaee  still  hopes  the  issue  will  be  peacatt^ 
Me  and  agreeable  to  her  wishes ;  bat  has  thought  it 
proper  to  inform  Congrets  of  it.  That  matters  are  di£i 
ierent  with  respect  to  the  Datob.  That  they  an  nosr 


m  a  itattt  of  w«r  with  the  Englfati ;  tmt  there  ig  aitooiif 
them  a  party  in  favour  of  England ;  and  notirithstand* 
log  the  acceBsion  of  the  two'  opposing  provinces  to  the* 
leioliitioB  of  the  states  for  makiog  reprisab,  a  atedm*^ 
tion  has  been  mitered  into'  between  London  and  the^ 
Hague ;  and  the  empress  of  Russia  acts  as  mediatrix. 
That  it  is  evident  the  court  of  London^  by  opening  this 
negotiation,  designs  to  draw  the  Seven  Provinces  to 
her  side ;  and  even  goes  so  fiir  as  to  eipect,  that  she 
asay- employ  the  resources  of  d)e  Dutch  against  France, 
either  directly  or  indirectly.  That  the  disposition  of 
Ibat'  repnblidc  is  still  such  as  friends  would  wish. 
But  the  strongest  argument  which  the  British  party 
make  use  of  to  separate  the  Seven  Provinces  from 
France  is,  that  they  are  destitute  of  a  naval  force ; 
that  their*  seamen-  are  captured  by  the  British  ;  that 
all  their  riches  will  likewise  fall  a  sacrifice;  and  that 
Iheir  settlements  in  the  East  and  West  Indies  are  in 
the  greatest  danger.  That  under  these  circumstancea 
it  was  become  necessary  for  France  to  afford  imme* 
diate  protection  to  the  Dutch  in  Europe ;  and  to  make 
without  delay  a  diversion  which  may  possibly  save 
their  East  India  possessions.  That  these  measured 
bad  rendered  it  actually  impossible  to  send  to  the  Unit-^ 
ed  States  the  reinforcement  which  was  announced. 

The  minister  of  France  thinks  that  this  confidential 
and  friendly  explanation  of  the  situation  of  France 
will  convince  Congress  that  the  king  could  not  pnrsue 
a  different. line  of  oonduct;  and  that  the  consequences 
of  the  measures  he  has  taken  mast  at  last  turn  to  their 
advantage.  That,  however,  count  de  Rochambeaa 
and  Mons*  Barras  will  receive  some  reinforcemeots, 


and  will  iDfium  the  dievalier  de  la  LiUMroa  how  con- 
siderable they  are. 

,  The  minUter  told  the  committee  that  the  friendBhip 
and  benavolance  of  the  king  for  ibe  thirteen  United 
States  had  ea|^£^  him  to  trust  Congress  with  .tbeso 
detailsi  observing  at  the  same  time,  that  it  would  be 
proper  to  keep  them  secret.  In  giving  an  a^scount  of 
the  subsidy  granted  by  the  king  of  France,  the  minis* 
ter  concluded  by  observing,  that  the  count  de  Ver- 
gennes  writes  that  what  remains  of  the  six  millions, 
lifter  purchasing  the  supplies  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
would  be  at  the  disposal  of  Congress;  or,  if  they 
should  so  direct,  at  the  disposal  of  the  commander  in 
chief,  or  of  their  financier,  if  there  should  be  one ;  and 
that  the  resolution  Congress  took  on  this  subject  should 
be  made  known  to  the  ministry,  that  funds  maybe 
provided  accordingly.  In  the  course  of  the  confe- 
rence the  chevalier  mentioned  the  sums  that  had  been 
procured  for  these  states  since  the  beginning  of  tbcT 
year  1780.  That  in  that  year  the  count  de  Vergenn^^ 
had  on  his  own  credit  procured  for  doctor  Franklifr 
three  millions  of  livres.  That  in  December  doctov 
Franklin  wanted  one  million  more  to  honour  the  bills 
drawn  by  Congress;  and  that  he  received  the  fourth 
million*  That  in  the  course  of  the  present  year,  the 
count  has  procured  for  him  on  loan  four  millions  of 
livres,  wl^ich  make  eight  millions  borrowed  on  the 
guaranty  of  France  since  the  aforementioned  period* 
And  now  the  king  makes  a  gratuitous  donation  of  the 
subsidy  of  si&  millions,  which  in  the  whole  make  op 
the  sum  of  fourteen  millions  since  th&  commencement 
of  the  year  1780. 
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JUNE  19,  178K 

The  committee  reported  the  drart  of  a  letter  to  doo- 
tor  FrankKo,  which  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

SIR, 

Congress  have  received  your  letter  of  the  12th 
March  last,  with  the  papers  enclosed.  The  prospect 
of  conferences  being  soon  opened  in  Europe,  under  the 
mediation  of  the  imperial  courts  of  Petersbui^  and 
Vienna,  for  accommodating  the  disputes  between  the 
belligerent  powers,  which  must  necessarily  involve  the 
essential  interests  of  these  United  States,  has  deter* 
mined  us  to  increase  the  number  of  our  ministers  for 
i^egotiating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain.  We  have 
therefore  added  yourself,  Messrs.  Jay,  H.  Laurens, 
and  Thomas  Jefferson  to  Mr.  Adams,  to  repair  to  such 
place  as  shall  be  fixed  on  for  transacting  this  impor* 
tant  business. 

.  A  compliance  with  your  request  to  retire  from  pub- 
lick  employment  would  be  inconvenient  at  this  parti- 
cular conjuncture,  as  it  is  the  desire  of  Congress  to 
avail  themselves  of  your  abilities  and  experience  at 
the  approaching  negotiation.  Should  you  find  repose 
necessary,  after  rendering  the  United  States  this  fur* 
ther  service.  Congress,  in  consideration  of  your  age 
and  bodily  infirmities,  will  be  disposed  to  gratify  your 
inclination. 

You  will  present  the  letter  to  bis  most  christian  ma- 
jesty, and  communicate  to  him  the  instructions  to  our 
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miDitten  for  negotiatiog  a  peace,  a tteoded  with  such  a 
memorial  as  yoar'  prudence  shall  suggest,  and  the  im* 
portance  of  the  subject  requires* 


JUNE  22,  1781. 

A  letter  of  34th,  one  of  28tb,  and  one  of  Slst 
March,  one  of  2d,  and  one  of  4th  April,  from  the  ho* 
nonrable  F«  Dana,  were  read. 

Ordered,  That  they  be  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  memorials  from  the  minister  of  France,  namely, 
Mr,  Carroll,  Mr,  Jones,  Mr,  Witherspoon,  Mr,  SuUi* 
van  knd  Mr,  Mathews, 


JUNE  26,  1781, 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  letter^ 
'  from  Mr,  Dana,  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  Mr,  Dana,  until  be  can  proceed  to 
the  court  of  Petersburg,  either  in  a  publick  or  private 
character,  without  risking  the  interest  or  dignity  of  the 
United  States,  be  and  be  is  hereby  appointed  secreta- 
ry to  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  for  negotiating  a  peace  with  Great  Britain,  with 
the  salary  allowed  to  him  by  the  act  of  the  4th  of 
October,  1779,  That  in  case  Mr,  Dana  shall  have 
proceeded,  or  shall  hereafter  proceed  to  Petersburg, 
or  to  any  part  of  the  dominions  of  the  empress  of 
Russia,  the  ministers  appointed  by  the  act  of  Congress 
of  the  15tb  June,  1781,  or  a  majority  of  such  of  them 
as  shall  assemble,  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  appoint  a  secretary  to  their  commission,  and  that  he 
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Georgiai  Mr.  Walton,  No.  >  «r 

Mr.  Few,  No-i^^' 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


JULY  10,  1781. 

Congpess  agreed  lo  the  folloiving  cooimissiou  and 
tastruolioos  to  Thomas  Barclay,  vice  coosul. 

COMMISSION   TO   THOMAS   BARCLAY,  XS^UIRS. 

The  Unked  States  of  America  to  Thomas  Barclay, 
Esquire,  Greeting. 

We,  reposing  special  trust  and  confidence  in  yoor 
abilities  and  integrity,  do  by  these  presents  constitute 
you  our  vice  consul  in  France,  during  the  absence  of 
William  Palfrey,  esquire,  our  consul,  from  that  king- 
dom, or  during  the  pleasure  of  Congress,  to  exercise 
the  functions  and  to  enjoy  all -the  honours,  authorities, 
pre-eminences,  privileges,  exemptions,  rights,  and  emo- 
luments to  the  said  office  appertaining*  And  we  here* 
by  enjoin  itupon  all  merchants  of  these  United  States, 
and  upon  all  captains,  masters  and  commanders  of 
ships  and  other  vessels,  armed  or  unarmed,  sailing 
under  our  flag,  as  well  as  all  others  of  our  citizens,  to 
acknowledge  the  said  Thomas  Barclay,  and  to  obey  him 
in  his  vice  consular  quality ;  praying  and  requesting 
our  very  dear  great  friend  and  ally,  his  niost  christian 
majesty,  his  governours  and  other  officers  whom  it 
may  concvn,  to  permit  the  said  Thomas  Barclay  fully 
and  peaceably  to  enjoy  the  said  office,  without  giving^. 


or  suffering  to  be  given,  any  motettation  or  trooble  to 
'him;  bat  on  the  contrary  to  aflbrd  bim  ail  counte- 
nance and. assistance;  offering  to  do  tbe  same  for  all 
tbose  ivho  shall  be  in  like  manner  recommended  to  us 
by  him. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  hare  caused  tbese  presents 
to  be  given  in  Congress,  at  Philadelphia,  this  lOth 
day  of  July,  in  tbe  year  of  our  Lond,  1781,  and 
in  the  6th  year  of  our  independence. 

INSTRUCTIOirS   TO   THOMAS   BARCLAY,  X8<IV1III. 
SIR, 

Herewith  you  will  receive  a  commission,  constituting 
you  our  vice  consul  in  France,  during  the  absence  of 
William  Palfrey,  esquire,  our  consul  from  that  king- 
dom, or  during  tbe  pleasure  of  Congress. 

You  are  at  liberty  to  fix  your  residence  at  that  port 
which  may  be  best  adapted  to  the  execution  of  the 
powers  entrusted  to  you:  for  besides  your  proper 
Tice.  consular  functions,  you  are  to  receive  and  far- 
ward  all  supplies  to  be  obtained  in  that  kingdom  for 
-the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  to  assist  in  dincting 
our  naval  aflbirs. 

You  will  regularly  transmit  to  us  accounts  of  the 
civil  and  military  constitutions  of  the  place  where  yoa 
reside,  of  its  advantages  for  commerce  with  the  world 
in  general,  and  especially  with  these  United  States. 

Yon  will  give  to  our  minister  plenipotentiary  in 
France  such  observations  as  you  may  from  time  to 
time  make,  or  obtain,  tending  to  promote,  through  hinr, 
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Ike  verviee  of  your  cmmtry.  Yoa  vtll  receiire  firon 
America,  according  as  good  opporuuiittes  preaeaC, 
hn^  for  the  dbdiarge  of  your  ckilies  as  oor  oonfaer- 
dalagnt;  bat  at  your  first  arri?al,  and  in  casea^  of 
absolute  necessity,  you  are  authorixed  to  draw  opoD 
our  minister  plenipotentiary  in  France,  taking  care 
always  to  gire  bim  early  notice  of  such  necessities, 
that  he  may  aid  you  from  futids  procitred  on  oor  ac- 
count, without  doing  injury  to  our  other  concerns. 
You  may  also  draw,  under  the  like  eircaaKtances, 
upon  other  funds  which  yoo  shall  know  to  have  been 
procured  for  us  in  Europe* 

You  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  call 
for  any  property  belonging  to  these  United  States,  and 
now  in  the  hands  of  any  persons  who  hare  acted  as 
agents  for  us  in  France,  so  that  you  may  obtain  a 
comprehenstre  riew  of  our  effects  there,  and  may 
contrive  the  best  modes  of  transmitting  them  to  Ame- 
rica. 

You  wilt  also  carefully  attend  to  such  instructions  as 
we  shall  from  time  to  time  communicate  to  you,  either 
directly  or  through  our  ministers  plenipotentiary. 

Done  at  Philadelplua,  the  10th  day  of  July,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1781,  and  in  the  6tli  year  of 
our  lAdependenoe.  By  the  United  States  in 
Ckxigress  assembled. 

JULY  11,  1781. 

Ob  the  report  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  Mr. 
Mathews,  Mr.   OarroH  and  Mr.  SulHvan,  to  vHiom 


vnu}  .roMa^OM  aivaibs.  0$ 

was  referred  t  letter  of  Che  9tb,  from  the  iuperiaten* 
deot  of  finaoce, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  approve  of  the  saperin- 
tendeot  of  flnaoee  uoderlakmg  the  negotiation  of  lolioe 
either  in  Spain  or  Portogal,  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Jay,  on  the  most  advantageous  terms  the  same  can  be 
obtained; 

That  Mr«  Jay  be  aothoriEed  to  send  Hr.  Carmi- 
chael  to  Lisbon,  on  the  plan  proposed  by  the  superin- 
tendent of  finance ;  provided  Mr.  Jay  shall  be  of  opi* 
nioQ  his  presenoe  in  Spain  caa  at  the  time  be  dispensed 
with. 

JULY  12,  1781. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Mathews,  That  the  commission  and  instractions 
for  negotiating  a  treaty  of  commerce  between  these 
United  States  and  Great  Britain^  given  to  the  honoura- 
ble John  Adams  on  the  29th  day  of  September,  1779, 
be  and  they  are  hereby  revoked. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Partridges- 
New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Livermore,  ^No.X 

Massachusetts,  Mr.  Partridge.       No. )  |^ 

Mr.  Osgood,         No.5^^' 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  Vamum,  ^*Ay.X 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Ellsworth,      No. )  *j^ 

Mr.  Sherman,        No.  ]  ^^' 
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Ui*», 


Pennsylraniai  Mr.  Montgomery,  kj. 


Delawarei 
Marylacdi 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 


Mr.  Clymer, 
Mr.  T.  Smith, 

Mr.  Rodney, 
Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Potts, 

Mr.  Jones, 
Mr.  Madison, 
Mr.  Bland, 

Mr.  Sbarpe, 
Mr.  Johnston, 

Mr.  Mathews, 
Mr.  Bee, 
Mr.  Motte, 
Mr.  Eveleigb, 

Mr.  Walton, 
Mr.  Few, 
Mr.  Howly, 


At. 


Ay. 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


JULY  20,  1781. 

A  memorial  from  the  honourable  the  minister  of 
France  was  read,  stating  that  he  has  received  some 
despatches  which  he  wishes  to  communicate  to  Con- 
gress by  means  of  a  committee. 

Ordered,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  communications  of  the  honourable  the 
minister  of  France. 


mwi  nmmam  Am 

TIm  membew    Mr«  Witkertpooo^  Mr»  Cirr<^  ib. 
VanMiiB)  Mr.  Siilli?an  and  Mr.  Mathews. 


JULY  23,  1781. 

The  committee  appointed  to  receive  the  commoniF* 
cations  of  the  hononrable  the  minister  of  Frence,  ddi- 
vered  in  the  following  report : 

The  minister,  from  his  despatches  of  the  9th  of 
January,  1781,  comoMinkated  tojroar  cooMnitlee  the 
causes  which  delayed  the  measures  which  the  court 
of  France  proposed  to  take  for  the  noYal  operations  of 
this  campaign,  the  length  of  the  passage  of  eonnt  df 
Estaing  to  Brest,  and  other  circumstances  not  neoes^ 
aary  now  to  be  recapitulated ;  and  then  told  us  that  he 
was  desired,  in  the  mean  while,  to  continue  to  assure 
Congress,  that  the  interest  which  his  majesty  takes  in 
the  American  cause  will  essentially  ioluence  bis  mea- 
sures for  the  present  campaign. 

The  minister  continued  by  obsenring,  that  the  pre- 
sent situation  of  aflairs  between  Great  Britain  and 
Holland  presented  a  favourable  opportunity  for  a 
union  of  the  two  repubUcks.  ' 

Your  conmiittee  will  not  repeat  the  details  of  what 
baa  happened  between  the  two  powers  of  England  and 
Holland  i  it  is  suflScient  to  observe,  that  Sweden  and 
Denmark  have  adopted  the  plan  of  armed  neutrality 
framed  by  the  empress  of  Russia.  That  the  Dutch, 
upon  invitation)  had  done  the  same ;  and  the  court  of 
London,  irritated  by  this  step,  took  hold  of  the  pre- 
tence aflforded  by  the  papers  found  on  Mr.  Laurens, 
and  published  a  manifesto  on  the  31st  day  of  Decern- 
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bar,  u  wsH  tt  a  proekmatioa  for  espeditiog  leUeit 
of  marqua*  That  this  atate  of  aflSurs,  and  tbe  other 
consaqoeacas  of  tkia  alep,  daaanre  the  atteotioo  of 
Coograas*  That,  if  their  high  mighttBOflaaa  ahoukl  joia 
in  thia  war,  it  wouk)  bring  the  two  rapublicka  to  taroia 
offlMraiativMitaiiiitoo.  That  the  opioioa  of  ihe  ooiid« 
cil  of4ha  long  waa,  that  Congtesaoaghl  not  to  Mglecl 
to  aaad  to  Hollaod  a  {vadeiit  and  aUe.auu)»  with  fioU 
powera.  It  woold  Ukewiae  be  advaatageoua.  to  gi^a 
proper  inatnictioQi  to  that  miaiatar;  and  aa  it 'may 
happen^  io  the  course  of  the  negoliatioDt,  that  uafaa- 
aeea  incidents  may  present  themseWes,  and  as  it  is  ioa* 
possible  at  this  distance  to  have  quick  inibroiation,  it 
would  be  proper  to  have  further  instructions  given  by 
Dr.  Franklin,  in  order  to  avoid  all  inconsisteocy  orcoa* 
tradiction  ;  and  that  the  political  operatiooa  of  Con- 
gress, aiming  towards  the  same  end,  may  of  come  be 
oiore  successful. 

The  minister  communicated  to  your  conunittee  the 
contents  of  another  despatch  of  the  19th  of  February 
last.  After  stating  some  facts  relating  to  Mr.  Laurens's 
capture  and  its  consequences,  which  Congress  is  aU 
ready  acquainted  with,  the  minister  informed  your  coo^• 
mittee  that  tbe  empress  of  Russia  had  on  the  5tfa  of 
January  received  the  accession  of  the  United  Provinces 
to  the  association  of  neutral  powers,  and  that  there  was 
great  probability  that  her  imperial  majesty  wodd  sup- 
port the  Dutch  against  tbe  tyranny  of  En^nd ;  and 
that,  in  every  supposition,  Congress  would  do  well  to 
take  such  measures  as  to  prepare  without  delay  the 
means  of  .uniting  the  interest  of  the  two  republicks  by 
QNiking  proper  advances  to  the  states  general.    The 


ninifter  added^  that  lie  wms  aotketned  hjr  tW  ktag  t» 
oAr  Ooogrest  his  interpotitimi  fmc  dm  ptirpMe. 
-  Tbe  mioistfir  infortotd  that,  accMrdiog  to  appearan- 
oet,  the  emprcsa  of  Roisla  saeniad  td  ba  wallditpotad 
to  the  independaaee  of  the  (Jailed  Slates  $  aod  that 
ifaase  dliposiiioas  give  reason  tolhiakthat*tbe  aipffsa 
will  see  with  pleaaore,  thai  Ooogmss  has  adopted  h«r 
prmciples  as  to  tbe  nealraNtf ;  aad  titet  the  coaat  de 
Vergennei  has  seat  that  resokttion  lo  the  marqak  Vet 
lasc,  the  aiinister  of  France  at  the  oovK  of  Russia* 

Ordered,,  That  this  report  be  referred  to  the  said 
eommittee. 

AUGUST  I,  1781. 

The  coomillee  lo  whom  were  relenred  the  coona- 
McatioAs  of  the  honourable  tbe  miaistar  of  Franca  de^ 
li?ered  in  a  report. 

AUGUST  9,  1781. 

The  report  of  the  committee  on  the  communications 
of  the  honourable  the  minister  of  France  was  taken 
into  consideration,  and  after  debate, 

Ordered,  That  it  be  committed  ;  and  that  the  corn** 
9iittee  report  instructions  to  the  honourable  John 
Adams  respecting  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  United 
Provinces  af  the  Netherlands. 

AUGUST  JO,  1781. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  the  letter  of  the  8th  of  July,  from  tbe 


tAH-1% 


Ha. 


sQperifiteiidefit  of  fihanc^ ;  and  oo  the  c^ettkm  to  agree 
to  the  fcrilowing  propoaitions,  tis* 

That  the  avinitter  be  empowered  to  make  tocfa  farther 
ceasion  of  the  right  of  these  United  Stalea  to  the  »► 
▼igatioi)  of  the  Hirer  Miaaiasippi  at  he  maj  thtnk  properi 
and  00  aoch  temia  end  oenditiDiiava  he  idaj  thwh  mat 
fiMT  the  hotHmr  abd  tiiteva^  of  Iheve  United  Statea-^ 

The  yeas  aid  oaya  being  reqaired  by  Mr.  Sher-i 
man*— 

New  Hainpsbirei 
MassachusettSi 

Rhode  kland, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvanta, 

Delaware, 
Maryland^ 


Mr.  Sullivan,  No.  \ 

Mr.  Lirermore,  No. ; 

Mr.  Lovell,  No.  ] 

Mr.  Parlridge,  No.j 

Mr.  Osgood,  No.  ] 

Mff.  Mowrjr,  Ko«  j 

Mr.  Varoum,  No.  ] 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  No.  ] 

Mr.  Sherman,  No. ; 

Mr.  Duane,  No. ' 
Mr.L'HommedieiiiNo. 

Mr*  Boudinot,  No*  ] 

Mr*  Elmer,  No*  [ 

Mr.  Montgomeiy,  No*  ^ 
Mr.  Clyaer, 
Mr.  T.  Smith, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 


No.>  No. 
No.) 


No. 

No, 


Mr.  Jenifer, 
Mr.  Carroll^ 


No. 
No. 


)No. 


Virginia^  Mr.  Jones,  V^'\ 

Mr.  MadisoDf  No.  [%m^ 

Mr-  Bland,  No.  f^^' 

Mr.  Randolphi  No.  J 

Npitb  CavaliM,       Mc«Sbiir|M,  >No.x 

Mr.  Bee,  No. 

Mrw  ^^elei^li^  Ho* 

Mr.  Walton,  No. 

Mr.  Howly,  No. 


Sdtith  Carolina,       Mr.  fiee,  No.  >  jj^ 


Georgia,  Mr.  Walton,  No.  >  jjr 


So  it  pasted  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  aflkirs 
transmit  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  Unit* 
ed  States  at  the  court  of  Madrid,  such  information  re-^ 
lative  to  the  surrender  'of  Pensacola,  and  the  subse- 
quent arrival  of  the  garrison  at  New  York,  as  they 
can  obtain,  to  the  end  that  he  may  make  such  repre* 
sentation  thereon  as  shall  appear  to  him  to  be  proper. 
'  A  letter  of  the  34th  of  July,  from  the  honourable* 
Ifae  minister  bf  France,  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  of  the 
same  date  to  the  board  of  admiralty,  having  been  deli-^ 
rered  to  Congress  on  the  2dth  of  the  same  month,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  commerce,  the  said  com- 
ihittee  brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon,  ' 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  the  minister  of 
France  be  requested  to  inform  the  governour  and  in* 
tendant  of  St.  Domingo,  that  the  Onited  States  hare 
not  at  present  any  agent  whatever  residing  at  that  is- 
land ;  ac^cl  that  Congress,  not  intending  to  appropriate 
their  ftmdn  to  commercial  purposes,  have  not  the  ap-. 
7>ointment  of  such  an  officer  in  contemplation. 


l^% 


AUGUST  16,  1781. 


Oq  tile  report  of  the  owMiittee,  caneillii^  <d  Un 
Witberspoon,  Mr.  CtrroH,  Mr*  Verwni,  Hr«  StMnm 
and  Mr.  Mathewt,  to  whom  trta  recomoitted  tiMiir 
report  on  thecomuMiicetiooB  Aroa  Ae  bonoorable  the 
tttniater  of  Freiice^  and  who  were  iMrocled  to  report 
i»Mrectkm$  to  the  honourable  John  Adafea^  rospedtof 
a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the  Unhed  ProvMoee  of  the 
Netfa^laods, 

ftetolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of ^theto 
United  States  at  the  coort  of  Veiaailies  be  directed  to 
inform  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  the  tender  of 
bis  endeavours  to  accomplish  a  coalition  between  the 
United  Prorioces  of  the  Netherlands  and  these  staiee 
hath  been  received  by  Congress,  as  a  fresh  proof  of 
lus  solicitode  for  their  interests*  That  previous  totho 
commnnication  of  this  his  most  ohristiai^  majesi^^s 
friendly  purpose,  Congress,  fanpreeiedjwith.  the  impo^ 
tanee  of  such  a  connexion,  had-conided  to  l^n  John 
Adams  full  powers  to  enter,^on  the  part  of  ihe.  United 
States,  into  a  treatjr  of  amity  and  commerce  .with  the 
United  Provinces,  with  a  specml  instruction  to  coa» 
form  himself  therein  to  the  treaties  enhsiatiag  betwecw 
his  most  christian  majesty  and  the  United  Statesw 
That  Congress  do,  with  pleasure,  accept  bis  most 
christian  majesty's  interposition,  and  will  transmit  lor* 
tber  powers  to  their  minister  at  the  Hague  to  form  a 
treaty  of  alliance  between  his  most  christian  mjajesty^ 
th{&  United  Provinces,  and  the  United  Stales,  having 
foritaotgectjand  liaikedinitsdiirataoatoi  tbopoeMat 
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war  with  Great  Britaiii*  That  be  will  be  enjoioed  to 
confer  00  all  occasions  in  the  most  confidential  manner 
with  his  most  christian  majesty^s  minister  at  the 
Hague ;  and OHtt  prvMriaienal  antboiky  witt abo  beaent 
loadnte  bis  catboliok  majesty  as  a  party. 
i  RfBc^ed,  That  the  miniaier  pknipoteoliiry  oC  tbeaa 
United  SMm  at  the  Hagtte  he  aad  he  is  hereby  i»* 
•tnioted  'to  propoee  a  ueaty  of  alliance  between  hie 
mostcbriatiao  mqeslyt  the  United  Prot inoes  of  the 
Ketherlanda,  and  the  United  States  of  America,  haviag 
for  ite  olject,  and"  limited  in  its  duration  to,  the  present 
war  with  Great  BrilaiUi  and  conformed  lo  the  ireatiei 
aobeistiog^  between  his  most  christian  ms^y  and  the 
United  States. 

That  the  indispensable  conditions  of  the  aUiaaoe  bct 
that  their  high  mightiDeases  the  states  general  of  the 
United  Provinces  of  the  Netherlands  shall  expressly 
KCQgnise  the  soToreignty  and  iodependettce  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  absolute  and  nnUmited^  aa^ 
well  in  matters  of  government  as  of  commerce.  That 
Che  war  with  Great  Britain  shall  be  made  a  commeo 
cause,  each  party  exerting  itself  according  to  its  di^ 
cretion  in  the  most  effectual  hostility  againit  the  com- 
mon enemy ;  and  that  no  party  shall  conclude  either 
Imce  or  peace  with  Great  Britain  without  the  formal 
consent  of  the  whole  first  obtained ;  nor  lay  down 
their  arms  until  the  sovereignty  and  independence  of 
these  United  States  shall  be  formally  or  tacitly  assured 
by  Great  Britain,  in  a  treaty  which  shall  terminate  the 
war. 

That  the  said  minister  be  and  be  hereby  is  further 
Inetfuctod^  to  notte  the  two  re|mUick8  by  no  sti||Bb* 
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tioM  of  ofence,  nor  guaranty  any  possoaaioiia  of  tht 
Uaitad  Prorincos.  To  inform  himself,  from  Um  minia* 
ter  of  tboaa  United  States  at  tlie  court  of  Spain,  of  tbt 
pfograta  of  his  negotiations  at  the  said  court  |  and  if 
an  alliattce  shall  have  been  entered  into  betweee  hta 
eathottok  osa^tj  and  tfaeae  United  SuteSfloiaTite  his 
catholick  majesty  into  the  alliance  herein  intended ;  if 
no  sneh  alliinee  shaH  have  been  formed^  to  receive 
his  catholick  majesty,  should  he  manifiMt  a  disposiCioQ 
to  become  a  party  to  the  alliance  herein  intended,  ae* 
cording  to  the  instructions  given  to  the  said  minister  at 
the  court  of  Spain. 

That  in  all  other  matters  not  repugnant  to  these  in- 
structions, the  said  minister  at  the  Hague  do  use  his 
best  discretion. 

Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  Hague  be  and  hereby  is  instruct- 
ed to  confer  in  the  most  confidential  manner  with  his 
most  christian  majesty^s  minister  there. 

Ordered,  That  the  foregoing  rescflutions  be -commu- 
nicated to  our  ministers  at  the  courts  of  Versailles  and 
Madrid,  that  they  may  furnish  every  informatioo  and 
aid  in  their  power  to  our  minister  at  the  Hague  in  the 
accomplishment  of  this  business. 

Resolved,  That  the  following  commission  be  issued 
to  Mr.  John  Adams,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

The  United  States  io  Congress  assembled  to  all  who 
shall  see  these  presents,  send  greeting. 

Whereas  a  union  of  the  force  of  the  several  powers 
engaged  in  the  war  against  Great  Britain  OMy  have  a 


h»ffy  tauknty  lo  briog  the  sM  war  6d  a  speedjr  tod 
favomakltt  iatue;  ami  it  being  the  desire  of  these 
Uoifisd  States  to  (otm  ad  allimce  betweea  tbeaa  and 
Ike  United  Prwiocet  df  tke  Netkerlands :  Know  tc, 
7HERBroas,  that  we,  confiding  in  the  integrity,  pru- 
dence and  ability  cf  tkB  bonoarabte  John  Adams^baTe 
nominated,  constituted  and  appointed,  and  by  these 
presents  do  nominate,  constitute  and  appoint  him  the 
said  John  Adams,  our  minister  plenipotentiary,  giving 
him  full  powers,  general  and  special,  to  act  in  that 
quality,  to  confer,  treat,  agree  and  conclude,  with  tb« 
person  or  persons  yetted  wiih  equal  powers  by  his 
most  christian  majesty,  and  their  high  mightinesses  the 
states  general  of  the  United  Provinces  of  the  Nether- 
lands, of  and  concerniDg  a  treaty  of  alliance  between 
his  most  christian  majesty,  the  United  Provinces  of  the 
Netherlands,  and  the  United  States  of  America ;  and 
whatever  shall  be  so  agreed  and  concluded  for  us  and 
in  our  name,  to  sign,  and  thereupon  to  make  such 
treaty,  convention  and  agreements  as  he  shall  judge 
conformable  to  the  ends  we  have  in  view  ;  hereby  pro- 
mising, in  good  faith,  that  we  will  accept,  ratify  and 
execute,  whatever  shall  be  agreed,  concluded  and 
signed  by  him  our  said  minister. 

In  witness  whereof  we  have  caused  these  presents 
to  be  signed  by  our  President,  and  sealed  with  his 
seal. 
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Done  at  Philadelphia,  this  sixteeDth  day  of  Aogust, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-one,  and  in  the  sixth  year  of  our 
independence,  by  the  United  States  in  Congress 
assembled* 

(Signed)         THOMAS  M<EEAN,  President. 

Attest. 

Charles  Thomson,  Secretary. 


SUPPLEMENT. 


MAY  10,  1776. 
To  foOow  proceedings  of  December  2,  1775.   Page  6. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspond- 
dence  be  directed  to  lay  their  proceedfngs  before  Con« 
gress  OD  Monday  next,  withholding  the  names  of  the 
persons  they  have  employed,  or  with  whom  they  have 
correspondbd. 


JUNE  11,  177e. 

TofoUow  proceediogs  of  May  18, 1776.    Page  6. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  pre^ 
pare  a  plan  of  treaties  to  be  proposed  to  foreign^ 
powers* 

JUNE  12,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  of 
treaties  to  be  proposed  to  foreign  powers^  consist  of 
five. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Dickinson,  Mr.  Franks 
lin,  Mr.  J«  Adamsi  Mr.  Harrison  and  Mr.  ^  Morris- 
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JULY  18,  1776. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  plan  of  trea- 
ties to  be  entered  into  with  foreign  states  or  kingdoms, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


JULY  20,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  treaties  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  members  under  the  restrictions  and  re- 
gulations prescribed  for  printing  the  plan  of  confede- 
ration, (viz.  that  eighty  copies,  and  no  iqore,  be  print- 
ed, and  deposited  with  the  secretary,  who  shall  deliver 
one  copy  to  each  member :  That  the  printer  be  under 
oath  to  deliver  all  the  copies  which  he  shall  print,  to- 
gether  with  the  copy  sheet,  to  the  secretary,  and  not 
to  disclose,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  the  contents  of 
the  said  plan :  That  no  member  furnish  any  person 
with  his  copy,  or  take  any  steps  by  which  the  said  plan 
may  be  reprinted ;  and  that  the  secretary  be  under 
the  like  injunction.)  And  that  in  the  printed  copy  che 
names  of  persons,  places  and  states  be  omitted. 

AUGUST  22,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  to-morrow,  resolve 
itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  coifr 
^ideration  the  plan  of  foreign  treaties. 
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AUGUST  27,  nn. 

Congress  sesolved  itself  ioto  a  committee  of  Ae 
.whole,  to  take  ioto  consideration  the  plan  of  foreign 
treaties ;  and,  after  some  time«  the  President  returned 
the  chair,  and  Mr*  Nelson  reported,  that  the  committee 
have  gone  through  the  same,  and  made  sundry  amend- 
ments therein. 

Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  treaties,  with  the  amend- 
ments, be  referred  to  the  committee  who  brought  in 
the  original  plan,  in  order  to  draw  up  instructions  pur- 
suant to  the  amendments  made  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole. 

That  two  members  be  added  to  the  said  committee^ 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  R.  H.  Lee  and  Mr. 
Wilson* 

AUGUST  29,  1776. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee,  to  whom  the  plan  of 
treaties,  with  the  amendments,  was  recommitted,  be 
empowered  to  prepare  such  farther  instructions  as  to 
them  shall  seem  proper,  and  make  report  thereof  to 
Congress. 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1776. 

To  be  ionrte^  after  Uie  Plan  of  a  Treaty  to  be  proposed  to  His  MofI 
Chiiitian  Mi^jesty.    Page  27. 

Reiolvedf  That  the  consideration  of  the  instructions 
to  be  given  to  the  commissioners  to  foreign  states  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 


An  IVPFLEMUfT.  C''^.^ 


SEPEMBER  18,  1776. 

Congress  took  ioto  coasideration  the  instructions  to 
the  commissioners,  and,  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  bn 
postponed. 

SEPTEMBER  24,  1776. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instruc- 
tions to  the  commissioners,  and  the  same  being  debated 
by  paragraphs,  and  amended,  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 


FEBRUARY  5,  1777. 

To  foflow  proceediDgs  of  Januarj  2,  1777.    Pa|;e  43. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of 
France  be  directed  to  use  their  utmost  endeavours  to 
send,  without  delay,  80,000  blankets,  40,000  complete 
suits  of  clothes,  for  soldiers,  of  green,  blue,  and  brown 
cploiirs,  with  suitable  facings,  and  cloth  of  the  same 
colours,  with  trimming  sufficient  for  40,000  suits  more, 
100,000  pair  of  stockings,  fit  for  soldiers,  1,000,000  of 
flints,  and  200  tons  of  lead,  in  armed  vessels,  to  such 
parts  of  the  United  States,  as  the  secret  committee 
shall  direct ;  that  they  pledge  the  faith  of  the  United 
States  for  complying  with  their  contracts;  that  the 
several  states  be  requested  to  order  their  armed  vessels 
into  the  service  of  the  United  States,  under  the  direc'^ 
tion  of  the  secret  committee;  that  they  be  allowed  a 
reasonable  compensation  for  the  use  thereof,  with  the 
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appraised  valae  of  such  as  may  be  lost ;  and  that  one 
of  the  new  coDtinental  frigates,  with  the  armed  vessels 
which  may  be  ftirDished  by  the  respective  states,  be 
employed  by  the  secret  committee,  to  export  producei. 
and  import  military  stores  for  the  next  campaign. 

MARCH  13,  1777. 

Whereas  applications  are  frequently  made  to  Con- 
gress for  employment  in  the  continental  army  by  gen* 
tlemen  from  Europe  of  various  nations',  who  may  very 
probably  have  great  merit,  but,  not  understanding  our 
language,  can  be  of  no  use  in  the  army  of  these  states  : 
Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  secret  correspon- 
dence be  directed  forthwith  to  write  to  all  their  minis- 
ters or  agents  abroad,  to  discourage  ail  gentlemen* 
from  coming  to  America  with  expectation  of  em- 
ployment in  the  service,  unless  they  are  masters  of  our 
language,  and  have  the  best  recommendations. 

APRIL  17,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  the  style  of  the  committee  of  secret 
correspondence  be  altered,  and  that,  for  the  future,  it 
be  styled  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs. 


MAY  1,  1777. 

To  foDow  proceedings  of  May  1,  ITTf.    Pftge  44. 

Resolved,  That  fifty  blank  commissions  for  private 

ships  of  war,  with  an  equal  number  of  instructions  and 

rdBolutions  of  Congress  for  taking  or  destroying  the- 
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Yesedf  of  the  siAjeeti  of  GrMt  Britain,  be  delivered  to 
tke^cooABittee  (at  foreign  afiivs,  to  be  bj  then  trans* 
BMtted  to  the  coiaiiiitsionere  at  the  cevrt  of  Fraooe« 

Ordered,  That  the  c^nmittoe  for  foreiga  aAirs  re- 
vise  the  oomniisnotts  for  privatse  ships  of  war,  aod  the 
instructions  heretofore  given  to  the  commanders  of  the 
said  ships,  and  report  such  alterations  and  amend- 
ments as  they  judge  proper  to  be  made  therein. 

Resolved,  That  Tuesday  next  be  assigned  for  ap- 
pointing commissioners  for  the  courts  of  Vienna,  Ber- 
Kn  and  Tuscany. 


JUNE  4,  1777. 
To  follow  proceediogs  of  Maj  31,  1777.    Page  46.     * 

Agreeable  to  the  order  of  the  day,  Congress  resolved 
"itself  into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  take  into  consi- 
deration the  slate  of  foreign  aSairs ;  and,  after  some  time 
spent  thereon,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  committee  have  had  under 
consideration  the  matter  referred  to  them,  but,  not  hav- 
ing come  io  a  conclusion,  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 

Resolved,  That  Congress,  to-morrow,  resolve  iUelf 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole,  to  consider  farther  the 
state  of  foreign  affairs. 


SEPTEMBER  8,  1777- 
ToIoOgw  pfocecdmgi  of  July  3,  1777.    Page  54. 
'Cofigress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  foreign  applications,  wherein  they  set 
ibrth, 
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'^  That  besides  a  number  of  ofl5<^rs,  who  are  come 
"  from  Europe  and  the  West  Indies  of  their  own  accord, 
*  to  solicit  for  rahk  and  employment  in  the  American 
'*  army,  there  *are  others  who  have  proceeded  upon  the 
^^  encouragement  of  conventions  made  and  signed  at 
'^  Paris,  by  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  as  agent  for  the  United 
<<  States  of  North  America ;  that  Mr.  Deane  had  no  au- 
*^  thority  to  make  such  conventions,  and  that  Congress 
"  therefore  are  not  bound  to  ratify  or  fulfil  them." 

Resolved,  That  Congress  agree  to  the  said  report. 

NOVEMBER  21,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  Silas  Deane,  esquire^  be  recalled 
from  the  court  of  France ;  and  (hat  the  committee  for 
foreign  affairs  be  directed  to  take  proper  measures  for 
speedily  communicating  the  pleasure  of  Congress  here- 
in to  Mr.  Deaoe  and  the  other  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  at  (he  court  of  France. 

Resolved,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for 
choosing  a  commissioner  to  the  court  of  France,  in 
place  of  Silas  Deane,  esquire. 

NOVEMBER  22,  1777. 

Congress  having  received  information,  that  the  in-^ 
sidious  enemies  of  the  United  States  of  America  have 
endeavoured  to  propagate  in  Europe  false  and  ground- 
less reports,  that  a  treaty  had  been  held  between 
Congress  and  the  commissioners  of  the  king  of  Great 
Britain,  by  which  it  was  probable  (hat  a  reconciliation 
would  take  place : 
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Btt  it  declared  and  reaolred,  That  the  commission- 
en  of  the  said  United  States  at  the  several  courts  in 
Europe  be  authorized  to  represent  to  the  courts  at 
which  they  respectively  reside,  that  no  treaty  what* 
ever  has  been  held  between  the  king  of  Great  Britatn 
or  any  of  his  commissioners  and  the  said  United  States 
since  their  declaratbn  of  independence. 

And  whereas  the  cause  of  these  United  States  may 
be  greatly  endangered,  unless  such  of  the  European 
powers  as  regard  the  rights  of  mankind  should  inter- 
pose to  prevent  the  ungenerous  combination  of  other 
powers  against  the  liberties  of  the  said  states : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  at  the  several  courts  in  Europe  be  directed  to 
apply  to  the  respective  courts,  and  request  their  imme- 
diate assistance  for  preventing  a  farther  embarkation 
of  foreign  troops  to  America,  and  also  to  urge  the 
necessity  of  their  acknowledging  the  independence  of 
these  states. 

Resolved,  That  all  proposals  for  a  treaty  between 
the  king  of  Great  Britain,  or  any  of  his  commissioners, 
and  the  United  States  of  America,  inconsistent  with 
the  independence  of  the  said  states,  or  with  such  trea- 
ties or  alliances  as  may  be  formed  under  their  autho- 
rity, will  be  rejected  by  Congress. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  be  severally  directed  to  communicate  to  the  re- 
spective courts  the  purport  of  their  first  and  second  re- 
solutions when  they  think  it  expedient,  and  to  suspend 
the  last  until  upon  a  general  consultation  of  the  com- 
missioners a  majoriry  shall  judge  it  necessary. 


17T7.1  SUPPUEMEfTT.  4«3 


NOVEMBER  28,  1777. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  commiision- 
er  in  the  room  of  Silas  Deane,  esquire ;  and/ the  ballots 
being  taken, 

John  Adams,  esquire,  a  delegate  in  Congress  from 
Uassachusetts  Bay,  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  William  Carmichael,  esquire,  be 
appointed  secretary  to  the  commissioners  at  the  court 
of  France. 

DECEMBER  2,  1777. 

Resolved,  That  a  commission  be  made  out  for  John 
Adams,  esquire,  similar  to  that  heretofore  gnmted  to 
the  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France. 

A  motion  was  made  for  obtaining -a  loan  of  money : 

Resolved,  That  it  be  referred  to  a  committee  of 
three : 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Folsom,  Mr.  Duane  and 
Mr.  Dana. 


DECEMBER  3,  1777. 

To  be  iuerted  before  the  proceedings  of  December  3, 1777.    Page  55. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  motion 
made  yesterday  for  obtaining  a  loan  of  money,  brought 
in  their  report,  which  was  taken  into  consideration : 
Whereupon,  Congress  came  to  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 


484  SUPPLEMENT.  [Dec  8, 1177. 

The  qutntity  of  paper  moDey  issued  to  defray  the 
necessary  expenses  ef  the  war  having  at  length  become 
so  considerable  as  to  endanger  its  credit,  and  Congress 
apprehending  that  the  slow  operation  of  taxes  may  not 
be  adequate  to  the  prevention  of  an  evil  so  pernicious 
in  if 8  consequences  9  and  as  experience  proves  th^tthe 
method  of  paying  interest  by  bills  on  France  does  not 
fill  the  loan  offices  so  fast  as  the  urgent  calls  of  war 
demand : 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  at  the  court  of 
France  and  Spain  be  directed  to  exert  their  utmost  en- 
deavours to  obtain,  by  means  most  effectual  to  the  end, 
a  loan  of  two  millions  sterling,  on  the  faith  of  the  thir- 
teen United  States,  for  a  term  not  less  than  ten  years, 
with  permission  if  practicable  to  pay  the  same  sooner, 
if  it  shall  be  agreeable  to  these  states^  giving  twelve 
months  previous  notice  to  the  lender,  of  such  intention 
to  return  the  money. 

Resolved,  That  if  the  money  borrowed,  &c.  See 
page  55. 


DECEMBER  8,  1777. 

To  foDow  proceedings  of  EKecember  3, 1777.  Page  65. 
Whereas  it  is  of  the  greatest  importance  that  Con- 
gress should  at  this  critical  conjuncture  be  well  in- 
formed of  the  state  of  affairs  in  Europe ;  and  whereas 
Congress  have  resolved  that  the  honourable  Silas 
Deane,  esquire,  be  recalled  from  the  court  of  France, 
and  have  appointed  another  commissioner  to  supply 
his  place  there : 


Feb.  1778.]  SUPPL|»IENT.  48S 

Ordered,  That  the  ccminiittee  for  foreign  afiairs  write 
to  the  honourable  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  and  direct  bim 
to  embrace  the  first  opportunity  of  returning  to  Ameri- 
ca ;  and,  upon  his  arrival,  to  repair  with  all  possible 
despatch  to  Congress. 


FEBRUARY  9,  1778. 

To  foUow  proceediDgs  of  Febniaiy  4, 1778.    Page  56. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  commerce  be  em- 
powered and  directed  to  write  to  the  commissioners  at 
the  court  of  France,  desiring  them. to  appoint  one  or 
more  suitable  persons  to  be  commercial  agents  forcon- 
^ducting  the  commercial  business  of  the  United  States 
in  France  and  other  parts  of  Europe. 

FEBRUARY  17,  1778.    . 

On  mption, 

That  the  committee  for  foreign  affairs  be  directed  to 
write  to  the  commissioners  at  Paris,  and  direct  them, 
upon  the  application  of  the  executive  powers  of  any  of 
these  United  States,  to  apply  to  the  court  of  France  for 
an  extension  of  the  leave  of  absence  to  such  French 
officers  as  may  be  employed  in  the  service  of  such 
state — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Frost,  *  No.  ^No. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell,  Ay.  ^x 

Rhode  Island,  Mr.  EHery,  No.  ^No. 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  No. )  rv 

Mr.HbnUngton,   Ay.J  ^'^™^- 


4i6 

N§w  Jersey, 

Pcnnsylfaoia, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


SUPPUaOCNT. 


[Apiflt^ 


Mr.  Witherspoon,  Aj.] 
Mr.  Clark,  No.^  No. 

Mr.  Scudder,         No. 


ii 


Mr.  Roberdeati,    Ay.^ 

Ay.>  At. 


Mr.  J.  Smith, 
Mr.  Clingan, 

Mr.  M'Kean, 

Mr.  Forbes, 
Mr.  Henry, 


Ay.> 

Ay.  ^Ay. 


Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
ISouth  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,     Ay.  >'X 

Mr.  Penn,  Ay.  ^Ay. 

Mr.  Laurens,        Ay.  ^Ar. 

Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay.  )  ^ 
Mr.  Wood,  Ay.  5  ^^• 

So  it  was  cesolved  in  (he  affirmative. 

APRIL  13,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  the  United 
States  in  France,  be  authorized  to  determine  and  settle 
with  the  house  of  Roderique  Hortales  and  Co.  the  com- 
pensation, if  any,  which  should  be  allowed  them  on  all 
merchandise  and  warlike  stores,  shipped  by  them  for 
the  use  of  the  United  States,  previous  to  the  14th  day  of 
April,  1778,  over  and  above  the  commission  allowed 
them  in  the  sixth  article  of  the  proposed  contract  be- 
tween the  cotnmittee  of  commerce  and  John  Babtistt 
Lazarus  Thevepeau  deTrancey. 
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APRIL  16,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  William  Bingham,  agent  of  the 
United  States  of  Americai  now  resident  in  Martinique, 
be  authorized  to  draw  bills  of  exchange  at  double 
usance  on  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at 
Paris,  for  any  sums,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole,  one 
hundred  thousand  livres  tournois,  to  enable  him  to  dis- 
cbarge debts  by  him  contracted  on  account  of  the  said 
states  ;  for  which  drafts  he  is  to  be  accountable. 

APRIL  21,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  Congress  will,  on  Monday  next,  take 
into  consideration  the  state  of  our  affairs  with  foreign 
courts,  and  the  instructions  to  the  commissioners  of 
Congress  at  such  courts. 

APRIL  30,  1778. 

Congress  proceeded  to  take  into  consideration  the 
state  of  America  with  respect  to  foreign  nations,  when 
sundry  letters  and  papers  were  called  for  and  laid  on 
the  table,  and  the  reading  thereof  begun  and  continued 
to  one  o'clock. 

THREE   o'ctOCK,   P«   M. 

The  letters  and  papers  called  for  being  read,  a  mo- 
tion was  thereupon  made. 
Adjourned  to  ten  o'clock  to-morrow. 


4tt  SUPFLEBIENT.  [May  4, 

MAY  1,  1778. 

THREE   o'clock,    P.    M. 

Congress  resamed  the  consideration  of  the  state  of 
these  United  States  with  respect  to  foreign  nations : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  report  proper  instructions  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
commissioners  of  the  United  States  at  foreign  courts. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  R«  H.  Lee,  Mr.  G.  Mor- 
ris and  Mr.  Sherman. 

MAY  2,  1178. 

During  the  adjournment,  Mr.  Simeon  Deane,  brother 
to  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  one  of  the  commissioners  at 
the  court  of  Versailles,  arrived  express  from  France, 
with  sundry  important  despatches  :  Whereupon, 

Congress  was  convened,  and  the  despatches  opened 
and  read,  among  which  are  a  treaty  of  commerce  and 
a  treaty  of  alliance,  concluded  between  his  most  chris- 
tian  majesty  the  king  of  France  and  the  United  States 
of  America,  on  the  6th  day  of  February,  1778. 


MAY  4,  1778. 
To  be  inserted  before  the  proceedings  of  May  4, 1778.    Page  57. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  treaties  con- 
cluded between  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of 
France  and  the  United  States  of  America,  which  was 
read. 


^7t8.]  STTFPLEIilEIfT.  48^ 

THREE   O^CLOCK,   P«    M.    • 

Congress  resumsd  the  consideration  of  ihe  treaty  of 
amity  an<l  commerce,  concluded  at  Paris,  the  6th  day 
of  February,  1778,  between  the  most  christian  king 
and  th€  United  States  of  America;  and  ihe  same  being 
read,  duly  weighed  and  considered, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  same  be,  and  is 
hereby  ratified. 

Congress  also  took  into  consideration  the  treaty  of 
alliance,  concluded  at  Paris,  on  the  6th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1778,  between  the  most  christian  king  and  the 
United  States  of  America  ;  and  the  same  being  read, 
duly  weighed  and  considered, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  same  be,  and  is 
hereby  ratified. 

Congress  also  took  into  consideration  the  act  sepa- 
rate and  secret,  concluded  at  Paris,  the  6ih  day  of 
February,  1778,  between  his  most  christian  majesty 
and  the  United  Slates  of  America  ;  and  the  same  being 
Suly  weighed, 

Resolved,  unanimously,  That  the  same  be,  and  is 
hereby  ratified. 

Resolved,  That  this  Congress  entertain  the  highest 
sense  of  the  magnanimity  and  wisdom  of  his  most  chris- 
tian majesty,  so  strongly  exemplified  in  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  and  the  treaty  of  alliance,  enter- 
ed into  on  the  part  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  with 
these  United  States,  at  Paris,  on  the  6lh  day  of  Feb- 
ruary last;  and  the  commissioners,  or  any  of  them, 
representing  these  stales  at  the  court  of  France,  ar6 
directed  to  present  the  grateful  acknowledgments  of 
VOL.  II.  62 


480  SUPFLCMK5T.  {MtL^  S, 

this  Congress  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  for  his 
trYiTy  magnanitnous  conduct  respecting  these  states,  in 
the  said  geserous  and  disinterested  treaties,  and  to  as- 
sure Ms  majesty,  on  the  part  of  this  Congress,  it  is 
siflcerely  wished  that  the  friendship  so  happilj  com* 
mencec]  boti^een  France  and  these  United  Stales  may 
be  perpetual. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratification  of  the  foregoing 
treaties* 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  R.  U.  Lee,  Mr.  Dana 
and  Mr.  Drayton. 

MAY  5,  ms. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners,  or  anj  one  of 
them,  representing  these  states  at  the  court  of  France, 
be  instructed  to  inform  that  court,  that  although  Coo* 
gress  have  readily  ratified  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  and  treaty  of  alliance,  and  the  act  separate 
and  secret  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and 
these  United  States,  in  order  to  evince  more  cleai-iy 
their  sense  of  the  magnanimity  and  goodness  of  hit 
most  christian  majesty  evidenced  in  the  said  treatiea ; 
yet,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  rendering  the  friendship 
and  alliance  so  happily  begun,  permanent  and  per- 
petual, and  being  apprehen^ve  that  differences  may 
arise  from  the  11th  and  12th  articles  in  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  Congress  are  desirous  that  the 
said  lltb  and  13th  articles  may  be  revoked  and  utterly 
expunged  ; 


l»7akl  SUFfL£M£Iiir.  4^1 

The  comroiseionersi  or  any  one  of  theon,  are  ibere- 
(ore  ia8tru€ted  to  use  tbeir  best  endcavourft  to  procure 
the  abolition  of  the  said  11  tb  and  12tb  articles  of  the 
said  treaty. 

The  comauttee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
ratification,  brought  in  the  same,  which  was  read,  and 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  of  New  Hamp- 
shire,  MassachuseUs  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  by  the  grace  of  God,  sovereign,  free  and 
independent — To  all  who  shall  see  these  presetUs, 
Greeting: 

Wfaoreas,  in  and  by  our  cammission,  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  30tb  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
|}«njaniiii  Fi*ankiin,  one  of  ihe  delegates  in  Congress 
iro0i  the  6iat«  of  Pennsylvania,  and  president  of  the 
convention  of  the  said  state,  &c«  Silas  Deaae,  late  a 
dislc^U  from  the  state  of  Conoccticut,  and  Arthur 
Jjte,  barrister  at  law,  were  nomiotUed  and  appointed 
our  coiQiDissioaers,  with  full  powers  to  treal,  agree  and 
conclude  with  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of 
France,  or  with  such  person  or  prrsons  as  should  be 
by  him-fof  that  purpose  aiMborized,  of  and  upon  a  true 
and  sincere  (Viondsbip,  ami  a  firm,  inviolable  and  uni- 
versal peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of 
the  navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of 
bis  most  christian  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
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this  Congress  to  his  most  christian  majesty,  for  his 
trYiTy  magnanimous  conduct  respecting  these  states,  in 
the  said  gesetous  and  disinterested  treaties,  and  to  as- 
sure bis  majesty,  on  the  part  of  this  Congress,  it  is 
siacerely  wished  that  the  friendship  so  happily  com*- 
menced  between  France  and  these  United  Sutes  may 
be  perpetual. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  form  of  a  ratification  of  the  foregoing 
treaties* 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Mr.  Dana 
and  Mr.  Drayton. 

MAY  5,  ms. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners,  or  any  one  of 
them,  representing  these  states  at  the  court  of  France, 
be  instructed  to  inform  that  court,  that  although  Coo" 
gress  have  readily  ratified  the  treaty  of  amity  and 
commerce  and  treaty  of  alliance,  and  the  act  separate 
and  secret  between  his  most  christian  majesty  and 
these  United  States,  in  ortler  to  evince  more  clearly 
their  sense  of  the  magnanimity  and  goodness  of  hit 
most  christian  majesty  evidenced  in  the  said  treaties  ; 
yet,  from  a  sincere  desire  of  rendering  the  friendship 
and  alliance  so  happily  begun,  permanent  and  per- 
petual, and  being  apprehensive  that  differences  may 
arise  from  the  II th  and  12th  articles  in  the  treaty  of 
amity  and  commerce,  Congress  are  desirous  that  the 
said  1  Itb  and  12th  articles  may  be  revoked  and  utterly 
expunged  : 


The  coMiniseionerSi  or  any  one  of  theoni  are  ibere- 
Core  iastructed  (o  use  their  best  endcavourft  to  procure 
the  abolition  of  the  said  1  ]  th  and  12tb  articles  of  the 
said  treaty. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  the  form  of  a 
ratification,  brought  in  the  same,  which  was  read,  and 
agreed  to  as  follows : 

The  Congress  of  the  United  Slates  of  New  Hamp- 
shire, MassachuseUs  Bay,  Rhode  Island  and 
Providence  Plantations,  Connecticut,  New  York, 
New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Delaware,  Maryland, 
Virginia,  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina  and 
Georgia,  by  the  grace  of  God,  sovereign,  free  and 
independent — To  all  who  shall  see  these  presetUs, 
Greeting: 

Whereas,  in  and  by  our  commission,  dated  at  Phila- 
delphia, tlie  30th  day  of  September,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy-six, 
Benjamin  Franklin,  one  of  the  delegates  in  Congress 
from  the  state  of  Pennsylvania,  and  president  of  the 
oonveotion  of  the  said  state.  Sic*  Silas  Deane,  late  a 
delc^te  from  the  state  of  Coooccticut,  and  Arthur 
Jjte,  barrister  at  law,  were  nominated  and  appointed 
oar  cofimissioners,  with  full  powers  to  treal,  agree  and 
conclude  with  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of 
France,  or  with  such  person  or  prrsons  as  should  be 
by  him  for  that  purpose  authorized,  of  and  upon  a  true 
and  sincere  iViondsbip,  ami  a  firm,  iavioiable  and  uni- 
versal peace,  for  the  defence,  protection  and  safety  of 
the  navigation  and  mutual  commerce  of  the  subjects  of 
bis  most  christian  majesty  and  the  people  of  the  Unit- 
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ed  SUiteff  we,  promising  in  good  failii  to  rafifj  wbeU 
soever  our  said  commissioners  should  transact  in  the 
premises :  and  whereas  our  said  coramisioners,  tn  pur- 
suance of  their  full  powers,  on  (he  6th  day  of  Pebi'uarj 
last,  at  Paris,  with  Conrad  Alexander  Gerard,  royal 
sjrndick  of  the  city  of  Strasburg,  secretary  of  his  most 
christian  majesty's  council  of  state,  by  virtue  of  powers 
plenipotentiary  to  him  granted  by  his  most  christian 
majesty,  and  dated  the  30th  day  of  January,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy- 
eight,  did  conclude  and  sign,  on  the  part  of  the  crown 
of  France,  and  of  the  United  States  of  America,  a  (trea- 
ty of  amity  and  commerce  I  or  treaty  of  alliance;  or 
act  separate  and  secret)  in  the  following  words  : 

[Here  insert  the  respective  treaties  verbatim,  French 
and  English.] 

Now  KNOW  YE,  That  we,  the  said  Ck)ngress,  have 
unanimously  ratified  afkl  confirmed,  and  by  these  pre* 
sents  do  ratify  and  confirm  the  said  treaty  and  every 
part,  article  and  clause  thereof,  on  our  part  concluded 
and  signed  as  aforesaid  ;  and  further  do  authorize  and 
direct  our  commissioners  at  the  court  of  France,  or 
any  of  them,  to  deliver  this  our  act  ef  ratification  in 
exchange  for  the  ratification  of  the  said  treaty  on  the 
part  of  his  most  christian  majesty  the  king  of  Franee 
and  Navarre. 

Done  in  Congress,  at  York  Town,  in  the  slate  of 
Pennsylvania,  this  4th  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of 
our  Lord,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  seven- 
ty-eight. 


ma.]  SUPPLEMENT.  iWjl 

Id  (ostiflMiny  whereof,  the  President,  hj  order  of  the 
•aid  CoDgress,  bath  hereunto  subscribed  his  oame 
and  afixcd  his  seal. 

President,    [l.  s.} 

Attest.  Secretary. 

Ordered,  That  sii  copies  of  the  treaties,  with  the 
ratification  agreed  to,  be  made  out  and  transmitted  by 
the  cooMDittee  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  commissionera 
of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  by  diffe- 
rent conreyances. 

Ordered,  That  the  marine  committee  provide  .ves« 
sels  for  carrying  the  said  despatches. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare 
the  foitn  of  a  ratification,  be  directed  to  prepare  a  pr^ 
per  publication  on  the  present  occasion. 

MAY  6,  1778. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  publication^ 
brought  in  a  draft,  which  was  read  ;  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  same  be  recommitted. 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  G.  Morris  be  added  to  the  com- 
mittee. 

THREB   o'clock,  >•   M. 

The  committee,  to  whom  was  recommitted  the  draft 
for  publication,  brought  in  another  draft,  which  was 
taken  into  consideration,  and  agreed  to  as  follows : 

Whereas  Congress  have  received  from  their  com- 
missioners  at  the  court  of  France,  copies  of  a  treaty  of 


amity  tad  commerre^  and  of  a  treaty  of  ailiiince«  be- 
iwoen  ibe  crown  of  Fraace  and  these  Uniced  Siatet, 
duly  entered  into  and  executed  at  Partt,  oo  ibe  6tb 
day  •{  February  last,  by  a  minister  properly  authorized 
by  his  most  christian  majesty  on  the  one  part,  and 
the  said  commissioners  on  the  other  part:  and 
whereas  the  said  treaties  baire  been  maturely  consi- 
der^ and  unaniflnously  ratified  and  confirmed  by  Con* 
gress ;  in  which  said  crcaty  of  amity  and  ciMnmerce 
are  the  articles  following,  to  wit : 

[Here  insert  art.  6,  7,  14,  15,  16,  17,  20,  21,  25,  26, 
27  and  29,  with  the  form  of  the  passports^] 

Now,  therefore,  to  the  end  that  the  said  treaty  may 
be  weli  and  faithfuHy  performed  and  kept  on  Ibe  part 
and  behalf  of  these  United  States, 

Resolved,  That  all  captains,  commanders,  and  oiber 
officers  and  seamen  belonging  to  any  vessels  of  war 
of  these  United  States,  or  any  of  them,  or  ot  any  pri- 
vate armed  vessels  commissioned  by  Congress,  and  all 
othl^r  the  subjects  of  these  United  Slates,  do  govern 
themselves  strictly  in  all  things  according  to  the  above 
recited  articles ;  and  that  they  do  afford  the  same  aid 
and  )>rotection  to  the  persons,  commerce  and  properly 
of  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  as  is  du^ 
to  the  persons,  commerce  and  property  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  these  United  States. 

And  fuKher  it  is  cecMnmended  te  all  the  inhabitants 
of  ihefec  states  to  consider  the  suhjecu  of  Ms  most 
christian  majesty  as  their  brethren  and  allies,  and  that 
they  behave  towards  them  with  the  friendship  and  at- 
tention due  to  the  subjects  of  a  great  prince,  who,  with 
the  highest  magnanimity  and  wisdom,  hath  treated  with 


these  United  States  on  terms  of  perfect  equality  and 
motual.advantage,  thereby  rendering  himself  the  pro* 
tector  of  the  rights  of  mankind. 

MAY  7,  1778. 

Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  appointed  for  the 
eourts  of  Spain,  Tuscany,  Vienna  aod  Berlin,  should 
Uvn  in  such  style  and  manner  at  their  respective  courts, 
as  they  m^y  find  suitable  and  necessary  to  support  the 
dignity  of  their  publick  character ;  keeping  an  aoeooat 
of  their  expenses,  which  shaH  be  reimbursed  by  the  . 
Congrenof  the  United  States  of  America. 

That,  besides  the  actual  expenses  of  the  coeimisstoo* 
ers,  a  handsome  allowance  be  made  to  each  of  them, 
as  a  compensation  for  his  services* 

That  the  commissioners  of  the  other  courts  in  Eu« 
rope  be  empowered  to  draw  bills  of  exchange,  from 
time  to  time,  for  the  amount  of  their  expenses,  upon  the 
commissioners  at  the  court  of  France. 

MAY  9,  1778. 

Whereas  there  are  more  captains  in  the  navy  tha» 
there  are  ships  provided  for  them  : 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  afiairs 
write  to  the  commissioners  of  the  United  States  at 
foreign  courts,  and  inform  them,  that  Congress  expect 
they  will  not  recommend  any  foreign  sea-officers,  nor 
give  any  of  them  the  least  expectation  of  being  em- 
ployed as  captains  in  the  navy  of  the  United  Stales. 


A  PROCLAMATION. 
Wherets  Congreis  hare  received  infornaCioR  aod 
compl&in^  "  ^^^^  violences  have  been  done  by  Ameri- 
'*  can  armed  vessels  to  neutral  nations,  in  seising  ships 
'^  belonging  to  tbeir  subjects  and  under  their  colours, 
^  and  in  making  captures  of  those  of  the  enemy  whilst 
**  under  the  protection  of  neutral  coasts,  contrary  to 
*^  the  usage  and  custom  of  nations  :^'  To  the  end,  that 
such  unjustifiable  and  piratical  acts,  which  reflect  dis- 
honour upon  the  national  character  of  these  states, 
may  be  in  future  effectually  prevented,  the  said  Con- 
gress hath  thought  proper  to  direct,  enjoin  and  com- 
mand, and  they  do  hereby  direct,  enjoin  and  command, 
all  captains,  commanders,  and  other  officers  and  seamen 
belonging  to  any  Aoierican  armed  vessels,  to  govern 
themselves  strictly  in  all  things  agreeably  to  the  tenor 
of  their  commissions,  and  the  instructions  and  resolu- 
tions of  Congress ;  particularly  that  they  pay  a  sacred 
regard  to  the  rights  of  neutral  powers  and  the  usage  and 
custom  of  civilized  nations,  and  on  no  pretence  what- 
ever presume  to  take  or  seize  any  ships  or  vessels  be- 
longing to  ih^  subjects  of  princes  or  powers  in  alliance 
with  these  United  States,  except  they  are  employed 
in  carrying  contraband  goods  or  soldiers  to  our  ene- 
mies, and  in  such  case  that  they  conform  to  the  stipu- 
lations contained  in  the  treaties  subsisting  between 
such  princes  or  powers  and  these  states ;  and  that  they 
do  not  capture,  seize  or  plunder  any  ships  or  vessels 
of  our  enemies,  being  under  the  protection  of  neutral 
coasts,  nations  or  princes,  under  the  penalty  of  being 
condignly  punished  therefor,  and  also  of  being  bound 
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to  make  satisfaction  for  all  matters  of  damage  and  the 
interest  thereof  by  reparation,  under  the  pains  and  obli- 
gation of  4helr  persons  and  goods.  And  further,  the 
said  Congress  doth  hereby  resolve  and  declare,  that 
persons  wilfirilj  offending  in  any  of  the  foregoing  in- 
stances,  if  taken  by  any  foreign  powers  in  consequence 
thereof,  will  not  be  considered  as  having  a  right  to 
tilaim  protection  from  these  states,  but  shall  sufler  such 
punishment  as  by  the  usage  and  custom  of  nations  may 
be  inflicted  upon  such  offenders. 

Given  in  Congress,  at  York,  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, this  ninth  day  of  M^y,  Anno  Domini,  1778. 


MAY  11,  1778. 

Whereas  it  bath  been  represented  unto  us,  that  a 
<:ertain  snow,  called  ^  Our  Lady  of  Mount  Carmel  and 
*<  St.  Anthony,''  said  to  be  the  property  of  Messrs* 
John  Ignatius  de  Oliveria  Perceira,  and  Anthony  dios 
dos  Santos,  subjects  of  his  most  faithful,  majesty  the 
king  of  Portugal,  and  bound  from  the  Brasils  to  Fayal, 
was  taken  on  the  high  seas  by  a  private  armed  vessel 
commissioned  by  these  United  States,  and  sent  as  a 
prize  into  the  state  of  Massachusetts  Bay :  that  the 
same  vessel,  being  duly  libelled  in  the  courts  of  the 
said  state,  was  acquitted ;  and  that  no  owner  hath  ap- 
peared to  claim  the  said  snow  and  her  cargo,  the  mas- 
ter of  the  said  snow  having,  as  is  said^  been  sent  home 
in  another  vessel  at  his  own  request,  by  the  master  of 
the  said  armed  vessiel :  And  whereas  it  hath  been  fur- 
ther represented  unto  us,  that  divers  of  the  commodi- 
voL.  II.  63 
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iie3  io  the  said  anow  contained  are  periabable ;  that 
damage  may  arise  from  permiiiing  the  yea^el  and  car- 
fo  to  continue  in  their  preaent  aiinatioQ,  and  tfiet  it 
would  be  dangerous  io  send  the  said  sdow  to  the  place 
of«her  foniier  destination,  as  she  might  be  made  pmp 
pf  by  ships  in  the  service  of  the  king  of  Great  Bri- 
tain : 

Now  therefore,  to  the  e»d  that  right  may  in  this 
behalf  be  done. 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  war  of  the  said  state 
of  Massachusetts  Bay  be  requested  to  make  sale,  with 
all  convenient  speed,  in  the  best  manner  and  for  the 
most  money  possible,  of  the  said  snow  and  her  cargo, 
to  deposit  the  net  proceeds  thereof,  after  deducting  all 
costs  and  charges,  which  shall  then  b^  due  thereon,  in 
the  publick  funds  of  these  United  States;  and  to 
transmit  an  exact  account  thereof  to  the  committee  of 
foreign  affairs. 

That  the  said  committee  do  transmit  such  account 
and  a  copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  of  admiral- 
ty relative  to  the  said  snow,  together  with  these  resolu- 
tions, to  the  commissioner  or  commissioners  of  these 
states,  who  may  then  be  and  reside  at  the  court  of  his 
most  christian  majesty ;  and, 

That  the  said  commissioner  or  commissioners  do  in- 
form the  ambassador  or  resident  of  his  most  faithful 
majesty  at  the  said  court,  of  the  premises ;  in  order 
that  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of  the  said  snow  and 
her  cargo  may  obtain  proper  certificates  and  authen- 
tick  proof  of  their  property  in  the  same,  and  thereby 
be  enabled,  either  personally  or  by  their  lawful  at- 
torney, to  appear,  demand  and  receive  the  moneys  so 
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deposited  as  aforesaid,  together  with  the  interest 
thereof. 

It  is  nevertheless  provided,  That  nothing  in  the 
foregoing  resolutions  coatyned,  shall  be  construed  to 
bar  the  lawful  and  rightful  owners  of  the  said  si\pw 
and  of  her  cargo,  from  their  action  or  actions  against 
the  master  or  fiwners  of  the  said  private  armed  vessel, 
or  any  of  them,  for  damages  sustained  beyond  the  mo* 
ney  so  to  be  deposited  by  reason  of  the  capture  afore- 
said ;  any  clause  or  article  thereof  to  the  contrary  not- 
withstanding. 

On  the  question  put,  to  agree  to  the  foregoing  reso* 
iution,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required-— 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Dana, 


Rhode  island, 
Connecticut, 

Jlew  Yoplf, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Hiintington. 
Mr.  Wolcott, 


No. 


si;:|x 

No.  >^No 

No.> 

,,  No.> 

No.^ 

Mr.  G.  Morris,     Ay.  ^X 

r 

Mr.  Scudder,^        No.  ^No. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Smith,  i\y. } 
Mr..  J.  Smith,        Ay.  >  At< 
Mr.  Clingan,         No.j 

Mr.  M^Kean,         Ay.  ^Ay, 


Mr.  Carroll, 
Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Henry,. 


No.l 
Ay.  >  Ay.. 
Ay.> 
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Virgioia,  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,    Ay* 

Mr.  F.  L.  Lee,     Ay 
Mr.  T.  Adams,      Ay 


h- 


South  Caroljoffr       Mr.  L^iirtiis,        No.  > 

Mr.  Matthews,      No.  >  No. 
Mr.  Hutson,  Ay.  j 

Georgia,  Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay.  ^Ar* 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


MAY  16,  177ff. 

Resolved,  That  the  invoice  of  articles  to  be  import- 
ed from  France,  together  with  the.  list  of  medicines,  ap- 
proved by  Congress,  be  signed  by  the  committee  of 
commerce,  and  transmitted  to  the  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris,  who  are  authorized  and 
directed  to  apply  to  the  house  of  Roderique  Hortales 
and  Co.  for  such  of  the  said  articles  as  they  shall  not 
have  previously  purchased  or  contracted  for. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  invoices  be  delivered 
to  Mons.  de  Fraupey,  agent  for  Roderique  Hortales 
and  Co.  together  with  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  reso- 
lution. 

Resolved,  That  the  articles  to  be  shipped  by  the 
house  of  Roderique  Hortales  and  Co.  be  not  insured, 
but  that  notice  be  given  to  the  commissioners  at  France, 
that  they  may  endeavour  to  obtain  convoy  for  the  pro- 
tection thereof. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  governour  Liviogstoo's 
letter  of  April  27th,  respecting  the  horses  purchased  for 
the  use  of  the  continental  army,  at  the  request  of  ihe 
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committee  of  Congress  in  camp,  be  transmitted  to  the 
quartermaster  general ;  and  that  he  be  ordered  imme- 
diately  to  pay  for  such  horses,  and  settle  the  accounts 
with  the  poffsons  eiapbyed  to  make  the  purchases, 
agreeably  to  the  terms  upon  which  the  goVernour  en- 
gaged. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  foreign  a£Biirs 
report  such  alterations  in,  or  additions  to,  .the  instruc- 
tions and  commissions  given  to  the  commissioners  at 
the  courts  of  Berlin,  Vienna  and  Tuscany,  as  they  may 
think  expedient. 


JUNE  I,  1778. 

To  toBow  proceedioss  of  May  SB,  1778.    Page  91. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  insthictions  to 
the  commifsioners  in  Europe ;  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  T^t  they  be  recommitted,  and  that  three 
members  be,  for  this  purpose,  added  to  the  committee 
for  foreign  aflbirs,  who  reported  the  same. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Drayton,  Mr.  Duer  and 
Mr.  Smith. 

THRBE   O'CIOCK,   P.   M. 

The  committee,  to  whom  the  instructions  to  the  com- 
missioners of  the  United  States  at  the  several  courts 
in  Europe  were  recommitted,  brought  in  a  report, 
which  was  taken  into  consideration ;  and  after  some 
debate  thereon. 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 


m  wnumarr.  {f^e^^r 

JUNE  2,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  instnic* 
tioDs  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Uoited  States  at 
foreign  courts ;  and  after  debate, 

Resolved,  That  the  fiarther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed  till  to-morrow. 

JULY  14,  1778. 

The  sieur  Gerard  being  arrived  in  town,  and  having 
delivered  to  the  President  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  his 
most  christian  majesty,  signed  Louis,  and  underneath 
Gravier  de  Vergennes,  the  same  was  read :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  his  excelleney  the  siear  Gerard  be 
received  as  minister  plenipotentiary  from  his  most 
christian  majesty  to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America. 


SEPTEMBER  4,  1778. 

To  follow  proceediDgB  of  August  6,  17T8.    Page  97v 

Congress  beiag  informed  that  the  books  and  papers 
of  Thomas  Morris,  late  commercial  agent  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  France,  are  deposited  with  the  cobbms- 
sioners  at  the  court  of  France,  or  some  of  them;  and 
the  honourable  Robert  Morris,  esquire,  sunriving  part- 
ner and  administrator  of  the  deceased,  applying  to  this 
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hamk  4o  caifse  tbe  sine  lo  be  deliveitd  to  bkn,  so 
that  he  may  proceed  lo  a  tcitloBieat  of  t)ie  estate,  im» 
Ordered*  Tiiat  the  commisiiooers  or  commissioner, 
who  shall  ha  possassad  of  the  said  books  and  papers 
wlieii  4his  ovder  anrives,  deliver  the  samoy  both  piibr 
Uck  sad  private,  lo  the  said  Robert  Morris,  or  to  his 
order. 

SEPTEMBER  11,  1778. 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  it  is  essential  to  the 
interest  and  honour  of  these  United  States,  that  a  minis- 
ter plenipoteatiary  be,  without  delay,  appointed  to  re- 
present these  states  at  the  court  of  France. 

Resolved  unanimously.  That  to*morrow  be  assigned 
for  electing  a  minister  plenipotentiary  at  the  court  of 
France. 


SEPTEMBER  14,  1778. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  minister  ple- 
nipotentiary to  the  court  of  France  \  and,  the  ballots 
being  taken, 

Doctor  Benjamin  Franklin  was  elected. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
prepace  a  letter  of  credence  to  his  most  christian  ma'- 
jesty,  notifying  the  appointment  of  doctor  B.  Franklin, 
minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at  the 
court  of  France. 

That  the  said  committee  also  prepare  a  draft  of  in- 
structions to  the  minister  plenipotentiary. 
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Tkft  meoibers  cbosen— Mr.  G.  Moim,  Mr.  Ckase^ 
Mr.  Draytoa,  Mr.  S.  Adams  and  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  of  credence,  received 
through  the  bandt  of  the  minister  of  France  aad  tbe 
count  d'Ektaing,  be  referred  to  the  said  cooMnittee. 

Congress  took  into  consideration  the  letter  from 
Mr.  S.  Deane,  and,  after  some  time  spent  thereon, 

Ordered,  That  the  farther  consideration  thereof  be 
postponed. 

SEPTEMBER  16,  1778. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  letter  of 
the  11th,  from  Mr.  Deane:  Whereupon,  a  motion  was 
made, 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  directed  to  attend  Congress  on 
Friday  morning  next,  to  answer  such  questions  as  the 
members  may  propose  to  him,  for  the  better  under- 
standing of  the  state  and  progress  of  publick  affairs 
during  his  mission  in  France. 

SEPTEMBER  18,  1778. 

THESE   o'clock,   P.   S. 

The  committee,  to  whom  were  referred  the  letters 
from  the  honourable  Arthur  Lee,  of  6th,  15th  and  31st 
January,  1778,  and  the  letter  of  16th  January,  1778, 
from  the  honourable  B.  Franklin  and  S.  Deane, 
brought  in  a  report,  which  was  read :  Whereupon, 

A  member  in  his  place  informed  the  house,  that  he 
had  information  that  W.  Carmichael  had  charged  Mr. 
Deane  with  misapplication  of  the  publick  money,  tie. 


Beiif^  cillad  upon  to  rtdlwe  ibis  iiilMroimtioo  to  writ- 
ing, h%  ddircrtd  m  a  ptptr,  which  wm  read  at  fol- 
lowt:— 

<"  R.  H.  Lm  it  iaforiMd,  Uttt  Mr.  Caraichael  did 
'*  tone  ciflie  to  the  last  tpriag  or  winter  say,  ia 
*^  Nantes,  that  he  knew  Mr*  Deane  had  miaapi^ied  the 
"  pnblick  money ;  and  that  Mr.  Carmichael  did  in 
**  ttroog  terait  reprobate  Mr.  Deane^s  conduct  both  in 
<*  his  pnblick  and  private  character :  That  Mr.  Car- 
'^  michael  said  an  open  rupture  bad  taken  place  be- 
'^  tween  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  and  the  gentlemen  at  Passy^, 
''  that  they  had  come  to  a  resolution  to  do  business 
^^  without  consulting  Mr.  Lee  on  any  occasion ;  and 
^<  that  he  (Mr.  Carmichael)  knows  the  excuse  will  be 
*'  made. to  Congress,  that  the  French  ministry  have  de- 
^'  sired  it,  though  he  does  not  doubt  that  desire  has 
*' arose  from  Mr.  Deane's  insinuations:  That  Mr. 
^'  Carmichael  condemned  Mr.  Deane's  conduct  to« 
^  wards  Mr.  Lee,  and  was  pointedly  severe  in  repro- 
^*  bating  the  system  and  measures  that  he  had  pursued 
'*  in  his  publick  character,  and  which  he  said  he  would 
^  fully  unfold  when  he  came  to  America.'' 

SEPTEMBER  22,  1778^ 

Whereas  inrormation  hath  been  given  to  Congi^ss^ 
from  which  it  is  probable  that  William  Carmichael, 
esquire,  is  possessed  of  a  knowledge  of  the  conduct  of 
Silas  Deane,  esquire,  late  commissioner  at  the  court 
of  Versailles,  touching  the  application  of  the  publick 
moneys  of  these  United  States,  and  other  matters  r^lat* 
ingto  his  publick  character: 
VOL.  II.  64 


Re^Iv^^,  That  (he  «aid  WiHhln  Cainrieliiri  be 
^ii^ected  to  attend  at  (he  bar  of  the  bouse  this  aft^- 
noon,  to  be  examined  in  the  premises. 
•  Whereas  <^eHaifi  di^sentions^  detriuiental  to  the  pob- 
ti^k  service,  ave  sold  to  have  existed  among  the  Ame- 
rican commissioners  in  Europe : 

Resolred,  That  the  said  William  Cararichael  be  also 
examined,  touching  the  said  dissentkHis,  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  said  commissioners,  as  far  as  the  same  may 
have  Gome  to  his  knowledge. 

Ordered,  That  (he  consideration  of  the  letter  of  the 
honourable  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  be  postponed  until 
the  examination  of  William  Carmicfaael,  esquire,  is 
taken,  and  that  Ml*.  Deaae  be  informed  thereof. 

THREE   O^CLOCKf   P.    If. 

On  motion, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  examined  upoii 
oath :  that  Mr.  Secretary  take  down  in  writing,  the 
Questions  propounded,  and  the  answers  ffV^n  to  tbem. 


SEPTEMBER  25,  1778; 

To  follow  proceedings  of  September  22,  1T78.  Page  101. 
A  letter,  of  the  24lh,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read, 
intimating,  that  he  is  informed  ^^  that  letters  from  Mr. 
^^  Izard,  reflecting  on  his  character  and  conduct  whilst 
^'  in  the  service  of  the  publick  abroad,  have  been  read 
"  in  Congress,"  and  requesting  "  to  be  furnished  with 
*^  copies  thereof,  and  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  wait 
«(  on  Congress,  and  to  be  heard  in  his  vindication.'' 


ms-l  SUPFU3MEKT.  #0t 

Ordered,  That  Mr»  Deane  be  furnished  with  ex- 
tracts of  all  such  parts  of  Mr.  Izard's  letters,  read  in  this 
house  on  the  19th,  as  relate  toius  publicic  character* 

septembi;r  36, 177s. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  be  directed  to  attend 
at  the  bar  of  this  house  on  Monday  afternoon  at  three^ 
o^clock,  to  be  examined,  touching  the  matter  set  forth 
in  the  resolution  of  the  22d« 

Ordered,  That  Tuesday  afternoon  be  assigned  for 
bearing  the  honourable  Silas  Deane,  esquire;  and  that^ 
he  be  notified  to  attend  on  that  day  at  three  o'clock. 

SEPTEMBER  28,  1778. 

THREE    o'clock,    P.    M. 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending,  was  called  in  and  sworn^ 
and  sundry  qaestions  being  asked,  and  answers  return- 
ed, be  bad  leave  to  withdraw. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  at  the  bar  of 
this  houfte  on  Wednesday  next,  at  ten  o^cleck^  to  be- 
farther  examined. 

SEPTEMBER  29,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  the  hearing  of  Mr.  Deane  be  post- 
poned till  the  examination  of  Mr.  Carmichael  is  finish-- 
ed  ;  and  that  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  thereof 
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SEPTEMBER  30,  1778. 

Mr.  Carmicbael  attending,  according  to  order,  was 
called  in,  and  the  house  proceeded  in  his  examination. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmichael  attend  on  Friday  af- 
ternoon, to  be  further  examined. 

OCTOBER  3,  177a. 

The  committee  for  foreign  affairs  laid  before  Con- 
gress a  letter  of  June  Ist,  from  the  honourable  A.  Lee, 
at  Paris,  which  was  read. 

Ordered,  That  the  honourable  Silas  Deane,  esquire, 
be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  the  said  letter,  so  far  as  re- 
lates to  him. 

OCTOBER  5,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Carmicbael  attend  ttits  after- 
noon, at  four  o^clock,  to  be  further  examined. 

THBBE   o'clock,  P.  S. 

Mr.  Carmichael  attending,  according  to  order,  was 
called  in,  and  being  further  examined,  was  ordered  to 
withdraw. 


OCTOBER  13,  1778. 
To  follow  proceediogs  of  October  6, 1778.    Page  lOt. 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  Witherspoon  be  added  to  the 
committee  for  preparing  instructions  to  doctor  Frank- 
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lin,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States  at  the 
coort  of  France. 


OCTOBER  14,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  12th,  from  Blr.  S»  Deane,  was  read, 
accompanied  with  bis  remarks  on  the  extracts  from  the 
letters  of  Mr.  Izard,  and  also  his  remarks  on  the  ex- 
tracts from  the  letters  of  Mr.  A.  Lee,  with  which  Mr. 
Deane  was  famished. 

Ordered^  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts 
of  Mr.  Izard's  letters  be  made  out  and  transmitted 
to  Mr.  Izard  ;  and  that  Mr.  President  be  famished  with 
a  duplicate  thereof. 

Ordered,  That  a  copy  of  the  remarks  on  the  extracts 
of  Mr.  Izard's  and  Mr.  Lee's  letters  be  made  out  and 
transmitted  to  Mr.  Lee. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  assigned  for  the 
further  examination  of  Mr.  W.  Carmicbael ;  and  that 
Mr.  Carmichael  be  directed  ta  attend  on  that  day. 


OCTOBER  15,  1778. 
To  IbOow  proceedmgs  of  October  16, 1778.    Page  109. 
A  letter  of  the  38th  of  June  last,  from  Mr.  Izard,  at 
Paris,  with  sundry  papers  accompanying  the  same, 
were  read. 

Ordered  to  lie  on  the  table  for  the  perusal  of  the 
members. 
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OCTOBER  21,  1778. 
To  follow  proceediDgs  of  October  Sl^  1778.  Page  107. 
Resolved,  That  the  mioister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  of  America  at  the  court  ef  VeFsaiBet  be 
direeted  tocavse'an  elegant  sword,  with  proper  devices, 
to  be  made  and  presented,  in  the  name  of  the  Umted 
States,  to€he  mavqois  de  la  Payette. 


OCTOBER  24,  1778. 

To  follow  proceedingB  of  October  22,  1778.    Pfl^  127. 

Some  further  instructions  to  the  minister  plenipoften- 
tiary  at  the  court  of  France  were  taken  into  coDsidera- 
tion ;  and,  after  debate, 

^  Ordered,  That  the  same  be  reeommitled  *,  and  tbat 
Mr.  Duer  be  added  to  the  committee. 

OCTOBER  26,  1778. 

The  committee  having  again  brought  in  a  draft  of 
further  instructions  to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
the  United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  the  same  were 
agreed  to* 

N.  B.  The  further  instructions  were  the  eighth  arti- 
cle, and  the  plan  of  attack^  and  what  relates  there- 
to: and  hence  it  was,  that  the  whole,  being  blended 
together,  were  dated  the  S6th  October. 
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DECEMBER  5,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  4tb,  from  S.  DeanCi  esquire,  was 
read. 

,  Ordered,  That  Monday  evening  be  assigned  for 
hearing  Mr.  Deane,  and  that  he  be  notified  to  attend. 

DECEMBER  7,  1778. 

The  President  informed  Congress,  that  on  Saturday 
fast  he  received  two  letters  from  the  honourable  R. 
Izard:  That,  like  the  former,  these  letters  contain 
matters  of  publick  and  private  nature ;  but  as  the 
house  have  determined  not  to  receive  extracts  of  let- 
ters, he  submitted  them  entire,  being  persuaded  that  it 
IS  Mr.  lasardH  desire  that  allpublick  matters  should  be 
eommunieated  te  them. 

Ordered,  That  the  letters  be  received. 

The  letters  were  accordingly  received  and  read, 
viz.  one  of  July  25,  and  the  other  of  September  1% 
1778. 

SIX  o'clock,  p.m. 

Readved,  That  Silas  Deane,  esquire,  report  to  Con- 
gress in  writing,  as  soon  as  may  be,  his  agency  of  their 
affiiirs  in  Europe,  together  with  any  intelligence  respect- 
ing their  foreign  affairs  which  he  may  judge  proper. 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed,  that  if  he  hath  any 
thing  to  communicate  to  Congress  in  the  interim,  of 
immediate  importance,  he  shall  be  heard  to-morrow 
evening  at  six  o'clock. 


Mr,  Deane  attending,  was  called  in,  and  the  forego- 

ing  reaolutiont  were  read  to  him* 

DECEMBER  22,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  Slst,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane  waft  read,  ia- 
forming  Congress  that  he  has  committed  to  writing  as 
particular  an  account  of  his  agency  of  their  aSiaiirs  id 
Europe  as  his  situation  will  permit  him,  and  that  be 
waits  the  pleasure  of  Congress  to  lay  the  same  before 
them. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  informed  that  Congress 
will  meet  this  evening  at  six  o^clock,  to  receive  his  in- 
formation, and  tlAit  he  attend  at  that  time. 

SIX  o'clock,  f.  m. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called 
in,  and  proceeded  to  read  his  written  informaiLon  \  bat 
not  having  time  to  finish. 

Ordered,  That  he  attend  to-morrow  at  ten  o^clock, 
and  proceed  in  his  information. 

DECEMBER  2S,  1778. 

According  to  order,  Mr.  Deane  attending,  was  called 
in,  and  proceeded  in  his  information;  and  having  gone 
through  what  he  bad  written,  he  produced  sundry  let- 
ters and  papers,  which  he  desired  might  be  read.  Upon 
a  letter  of  April  7,  from  doctor  Franklin,  to  him,  be- 
ing read,  Mr.  Deane  desired  leave  t#  say  something  in 
explanation  of  the  last  clause  of  the  said  letter,  which 
respects  a  negoliator,  *<  who,  as  (he  letter  mentions,  h 
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^'  gone  back  apparently  much  chagrined  at  his  little 
<<  success,  and  in  which  doctor  Franklin  says  he  has 
M  promised  him  faithfully,  that  since  his  propositions 
<<  could  not  be  accepted^  they  should  be  buried  in  ob- 
*'  livion ;  and  therefore  earnestly  desires  that  Mr.  Deane 
'^  would  pot  that  paper  immediately  in  the  fire,  on  the 
*^  )^ceipt  of  the  letter,  without  taking  or  suffering  to  be 
*^  taken  any  copy  of  it,  or  communicating  its  contents.'' 

As  he  was  proceeding  to  explain  this  matter,  a  mo* 
tion  was  made,  That  Mr.  Deane  withdraw. 

Mr.  Deane  accordingly  withdrew* 

A  motion  was  then  made. 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  informed,  that  if  he 
has  any  thing  further  to  report,  he  lay  it  before  Congress 
in  writing. 

Id  lieu  of  which  it  was  moved,  as  an  amendment, 

That  Mr.  Deane  be  permitted  to  proceed  in  his  ver- 
bal explanation,  referred  to ;  and  that  it  be  afterwards 
reduced  to  writing,  if  Congress  shall  judge  it  necessary. 

The  amendment  being  received,  a  division  was  call- 
ed for,  and  on  the  question  to  agree  to  the  first  clause,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Ellery — 

Kew  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        Ay.  )  * 
Mr.  Frost,  Ay.  5  ^^* 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Ellsworth,  Ay.  >  Ar. 

Mr.  Root,  ^yO 
VOL.  11.             €5 


su 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 


8UPFLEBIE5T.  [Dmu  11^ 

Bfr.  Jay,  Ay.>  . 

Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  $  ^^* 

Mr.  Witherspoon,  Ay.  >  . 

Mr.  Fall,  Ay.J^''- 

Mr.  Roberdeao,  Ay.  )-At. 

Mr.  M^Kean,  Ay.  ^At. 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Williams, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Barke, 

Mr.  Laorens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 


Mr.  Langworthy,  Ay.  ^Ar.  * 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  second  clause,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  EUery — 


New  Hampshire, 


Mr.  Whipple, 
Mr.  Frost, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry^ 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Khode  Island, 


Mr,  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


CoDQccticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jeney, 

PeDDsylrania, 

Delaware, 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 
Georgia, 
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Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 
Mr.  Root, 
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Ay. 

Ay. 
Ay. 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 


Ar. 


At. 


Ay.? 
Ay.  5 

Mr.  Withertpoon,  Ay.  )  ^ 
Mr.- Fell,  Ay.  5^^ 

Mr.  Roberdeau,    Ay.  ^At 

Mr.  M'Keao,        Ay.  ^At< 


Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr«  Griffin, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Williamf, 
Mr.  HUl, 
Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 
Mr.  Hutson, 


Ar. 


Ay.; 
Ay.[ 

No.> 

Ay.^ 
Ay.) 


Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 


At. 


Mr.  Langworthy,  No.  ^No. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affiroaative. 

Ordered,  That  the  secretary  inform  Mr.  Deane  that 
Congress  will  give  him  notice  of  the  time  when  he  shall 
attend  again,  which  will  probably  he  this  evening. 

DECEMBER  26,  1778. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  Con- 
gress on  Monday  next  at  ten  q'clock,  a.  m. 
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DECEMBER  31,  1778. 

A  letter  of  the  SOtb,  from  Mr.  Deane,  was  read,  in- 
forming that  be  waits  the  orders  of  Congress,  and  that 
he  has  received  letters  which  he  is  desirous  tocommci- 
nicate  personally,  which  relate  to  parts  of  his  narration  : 
Whereupon, 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  notified  to  attend  im- 
mediately. 

Mr.  Deane,  attending,  was  called  in,  and  gave  fur- 
ther information  in  writing,  and  having  finished, 

Ordered,  That  he  withdraw  into  the  next  room. 

Accordingly  he  withdrew  :  Whereapoo, 

A  motion  was  made, 

That  a  day  be  now  assigned  for  Mr.  Deane  to  at- 
tend Congress,  that  such  questions  may  be  asked  as  the 
house  shall  think  proper,  to  elucidate  the  subject  of 
his  narrative. 

Question  put. 

Passed  in  the  negative. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Deane  be  called  in  and  inform- 
ed, that  he  has  leave  to  withdraw,  and  that  Congress 
will  notify  to  him  their  future  orders. 

,  Mr.  Deane,  being  called  in,  was  informed  of  the 
foregoing  order,  and  withdrew. 


JANUARY  14,  1779. 

To  fdlow  proceedio^  of  Janvaiy'l,  1T79.   Page  130. 
Whereas  it  has  been  represented  to  this  house  by  tbe 
honourable  sieur  Gerard,  minister  plenipotentiary  of 
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France,  that  ^*  it  is  pretended  the  United  States  have 
«  preserved  the  liberty  of  treating  with  Great  Britain 
*^  separately  from  their  ally,  as  long  as  Great  Britain 
*<  shall  not  have  declared  war  against  the  king  his 
"  master :"  Therefore, 

Resolved  unanimously,  That  as  neither  France  or 
these  United  States  may  of  right,  so  these  United  States 
will  not  conclude  either  truce  or  peace  with  the  com- 
mon enemy,  without  the  formal  consent  of  their  ally 
first  obtained  ^  and  that  any  matters  or  things  which 
may  be  insinuated  or  asserted  to  the  contrary  thereof 
tend  to  the  injury  and  dishonour  of  the  said  states* 

JANUARY  20,  1779. 

A  letter  of  this  day,  from  Mr.  S.  Deane,  was  read : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  state,  be  appointed  to  take  into  conside- 
ration the  foreign  affairs  of  these  United  States,  and 
also  the  conduct  of  the  late  and  present  commissioners 
of  these  states  in  Europe,  and  report  thereon. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Duane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr. 
Searle,  Mr.  M<Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr. 
Burke,  Mr.  Laurens  and  Mr.  Langworthy. 


JANUARY  26,  1779. 
To  follow  proceediDgB  of  JaniMiy  f6, 1779.    Page  131. 
Mr.  M.  Smith  laid  before  Congress  sundry  papers, 
which  he  informed  the  house  contained  matters  of  pub- 
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lick  information,  and  which  the  delegates  of  VtfginiA 
were  instructed  to  lay  before  Congress.  The  papers 
being  read,  are. 

First*  An  account,  headed  ^^  sums  advanced  for  the 
*<  state  of  Virginia,  by  the  honourable  Arthur  Lee, 
^^  esquire,  dated  the  Sd  of  September,  1778,^'  and  un- 
dersigned '^  a  true  copy,  H.  Ford,  secretary  y^  on 
which  is  endorsed  as  follows,  '^  the  delegates  from  the 
^^  state  of  Virginia  are  instructed  to  lay  this  paper  be- 
^'  fore  Congress,  with  a  view  to  inform  theno  that  Hcze- 
<'  kiah  Ford,  who  signs  it  as  secretary  to  the  honoura- 
^'  ble  Arthur  Lee,  hath  been  and  is  considered  by  the 
<«  governour  and  council  of  this  state  as  an  enemy  to 
*^  the  American  cause  of  independence,  and  by  no 
*^  means  a  fit  subject  to  be  near  the  person  of  an  Ameri- 
<^  can  commissioner  in  Europe,  or  intrusted  with  any 
"  of  the  secrets  of  the  United  or  of  their  allies.  Ja- 
"  nuary  the  25th,  1779." 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  com- 
municate to  the  honourable  Mr.  A.  Lee,  by  the  first 
opportunity,  the  purport  of  the  above  endorsement, 
that  he  may  be  acquainted  with  the  character  of  Mr. 
Ford. 

FEBRUARY  13,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  the  minister 
plenipotentiary  of  his  most  christian  majesty,  that  Con- 
gress will  take  the  subject  of  his  memorials  of  the 
9th  instant  into  immediate  consideration  ;  and  that  if 
he  wishes  to  communicate  any  thing  farther  to  them, 
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Congress  will  receire  the  same  from  him  io  a  private 
audience. 

Resolved,  That  all  private  audiences,  given  to  foreign 
ministers,  be  held  in  a  comintttee  of  the  whole  house. 


FEBRUARY  15,  1779. 


The  President  acq^ioted  the  house  that,  pursuant 
to  their  order,  he  had  informed  the  minister  of  France 
that  Congress  will  take  bis  memorials  of  the  9th  into 
immediate  consideration ;  and  that  if  he  wishes  to  com« 
municate  any  thing  farther  to  tbem.  Congress  will  re- 
ceive the  same  in  a  private  audience.  That  the  minis- 
ter wished  to  make  farther  communication  to  Congress, 
and  would  attend  the  house  at  twelve  o'clock  this  day. 

The  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France  attending 
agreeably  to  his  appointment,  Congress  was  resolved 
into  a  committee  of  the  whole.  After  the  minister  had 
withdrawn,  the  President  resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr. 
F.  L.  Lee  reported,  that  the  minister  has  bad  a 
private  audience  and  free  conference  with  the  commit- 
tee ;  that  the  committee  have  come  to  no  resolutions 
thereon,  and  desire  leave  to  sit  again. 


FEBRUARY  24,  1779. 

To  foDow  proceediDgs  of  February  23, 1779.    Page  laj. 

A  letter  of  November  7lh,  1778,  from  Benjamin 
Franklin,  A.  Lee,  and  J.  Adams,  commissioners  of  the 
United  States  at  Paris,  was  read,  enclosing  copies  of 
letters  that  passed  between  the  said  commissioners  and 
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BKmsiear  the  count  de  Vergennes,  relative  to  a  nego- 
tiation to  be  made  with  the  Barbary  states ;  and  also, 
copy  of  a  letter  from  the  ambassador  of  Naples,  to  the 
commissioners,  informing,  that  the  king  his  master  has 
opened  his  ports  to  the  flag  of  the  United  Slates  of  Ame- 
rica, and  desiring,  at  these  times  when  the  sea  is  cover- 
ed with  privateers  of  different  nations,  and  also  with 
pirates,  to  know  the  colours  of  the  flag  and  form  of  the 
sea  papers. 

Ordered,  That  the  papers  relative  to  a  negotiation 
with  the  states  of  Barbary,  be  referred  to  a  committee 
of  three. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Carmichael,  Mr.  Nelson 
and  Mr.  Burke. 

Ordered,  That  the  letter  from  the  minister  of  Na- 
ples be  referred  to  the  marine  committee,  and  that  the 
committee  be  instructed  to  report  forms  of  proper  com- 
missions, ship  papers,  and  the  like,  with  the  meant  of 
autheniicatihg  them,  and  of  notifying  the  same  to  the 
several  powers  who  shall  be  disposed  to  open  their 
ports  to  the  subjects  of  the  United  States. 

On  the  instruction,  the  yeas  and  nays  being  requir- 
ed by  Mr.  Burke — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachasetts  Bay, Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Connecticut,       '  Mr.  Dyer, 
Mr.  Root, 


^1 


New  York, 

New  Jeney, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 
Maryland, 

Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Sooth  Carolina, 


ffeorgia, 


Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  G.  Morris, 

Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 


SSI 


AyJ 

Mr.  Witberspoon,   Ay.  i 
Mr.  Frelingbauseji,  Ay.  >  Ar. 
^'    '^  "  Ay.S 


Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Clingao, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 


Mr.  M'Kean,  Ay,  ^Ar. 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 


No.  ^N«- 
No.j 

No." 

Ay. 

Ay. 


Mr.  R.H.  Lee,  excuied.  f^^' 

Mr.  Griffin,  No. 

Mr.  Nelson,  Ay.  J 

Mr.  Penn,  Ay.  > 

Mr.  Hill,  No.SNo. 

Mr.  Burke,  No.^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  No.  j  t^, 

Mr.  Hutson,  No.J^^- 

Mr.  Langwonhy,  No.  >-No. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
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A  tnolion  was  made  by  Mr*  M»  Smith,  and  seconded 
by  Mr.  fiufrke^  in  the  feU^wMig  words  : 

'^  Whereas  It  is  of  the  utm6st  importance  that  Con- 
^*  gress  should  be  well  informied  of  the  situation  of  the 
«  several  cowls  of  Europe,  and  particularly  of  the 
'<  views  4nd  designs  of  th^  British  ministry :  and 
^'  whereas  the  servants  of  the  United  States  at  foreign 
^<  couris  have  nol  in  their  publiak  letters  given  satis- 
'^  factory  information  on  that  subject,  and  have  written 
^<  private  lettet-s  to  individuals,  members  of  this  boose, 
'*  whkh  iiave  lately  arrived  :  Therefore, 

^*  ResolVed,<That  the  members  of  Congress  be  called 
"  on  from  the  chair,  to  declare  upon  their  honour 
^^  whether  they  have  received  any,  and  what  intelli- 
*<  gence  relative  to  the  views  and  designs  of  any  of  the 
'^  European  coarts,  anJ  ))aiaioQlarly  of  the  court  of 
"  Great  Britain.'' 

On  the  t]uostion  to  agree  to  the  resolution,  (be  yeas 
and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith-— 

New  Ham()sbi^,    Mr.  Whipple^  Ay.  ^Ay. 

MassachusetM  6ay,Mr*  Lovelt,  J^7^^ 

Mr.  Sw  Adamfly        ^J*?  ^^« 
Mr.  Holien,  ^J*J 

Rhode  Island,         Mr.  Collins,  No. )  t\ 

Mr-EHery,  Ay.  J  '^'^'«'>- 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Dyer,  Ay.i 

Mr.  Root,  Ay*^  Ay. 

Mr.  Spencer,  No. } 


1W4 


s^fttjeii)^^. 


5t3 


Pennsylvania, 


Delaw^Ci 
Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  CaroUnay 


Mn  Ja  J, 

Mf*  Morris, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr*  Armstrong,  . 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 


Mr.  y^Adyke,         Ay.  )>Ay. 


Ay.^ 


^y-W 


Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca^ 

Mr.  Caripicfcaftl,     Ay 

Mr.  Henry,  Ay. J 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 


Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Bufke^ 

Mr*  Laurens, 
Mr.  Praytop, 


Ay.) 
Ay.  J 

Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


At:. 


Georgia^  Mr,  Ls^ng^rthy,    Ay.  ^Ar. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motipii  wa^  made  hy  Mr*  Holten,  and  seconded 
1^  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  to  strike  out  the  words  in  the 
preamble,  ^^  anti  whereas  the  ser^nts  of  tb^  Viiiilec^ 
'^  S(9(e^  ft  foreign  courts  have  notin  their  publick  let- 
*^  ters  givef  satisfactory  inforqpatiqn  on  that  subject, 
'<  and  have  written  private  letters  to  individuals,  mem- 
<'  bers  of  this  house,  whi^h  have  lately  arrived :"  the 
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scnpLisMrarr. 


[Iftidif7« 


words  moved  to  be  struck  out  containing  two  partf^ 
the  same  were  divided ;  and  on  the  question  that  the 
first  part  as  far  as  the  words  ^'  on  that  subjecf,"'  incla«* 
sive,  stand  part  of  the  preamble,  the  yeas  and  oaye 
being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,         No.  )»No. 


Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  Loveli, 
Mr.  Adams, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Mr.  Collins, 
Mr.  Ellery, 

Mr.  Root, 
Mr*  Dyer, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Morris, 

Mr.  Fell, 


No.) 

N0.VN0. 

No.S 


s::l«»- 


No.) 

No.^No, 

No.) 

Ay.  >^x 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No.^ 

Mr.  Shippen,  No.  I 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  >No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  { 

Mr.  M'Lene,  No.  j 

Mr.  Vandyke,  No,  >No. 

Mr.  Plater,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Paca,  No.  I  ri.«.«..^ 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay.  ^^«^'^«^- 

Mr.  Henry,  No.^ 


North  CaroliDa, 
South  Carolina, 
Georgtai 


SUFFLEMMT- 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  F.  L.  Lee, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 


MS& 


No. 
Ay. 
No. 
Ay. 
Ay.J 


>-Ar. 


At. 


Mr.  Laurens,  No.?  n.^w...« 

Mr.  Drayton,  Ay.5  ^*^'''"- 

Mr.  Langworthy,    Ay.  ^-At. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  ibe  words  were 
struck  out. 


APRIL  15,  177ft. 
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Congress  took  into  consideration  the  report  of  the 
committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Whipple,  Mr.  Gerry,  Mr. 
Ellery,  Mr.  Ellsworth,  Mr.  Daane,  Mr.  Fell,  Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  M^Kean,  Mr.  Paca,  Mr.  M.  Smith,  Mr.  Barke,  Mr. 
Laarens,  Mr.  Langworthy,  being  a  member  from  each 
state,  appointed  to  take  into  consideration  the  foreign 
affairs  of  these  United  Slates,  and  also  the  conduct  of 
the  late  and  present  commissioners  of  these  states, 
wherein  the  committee  report, 

1st.  That  it  appears  to  them  that  Dr.  Franklin  is 
plenipotentiary  for  these  states  at  the  court  of  France, 
Dr.  A.  Lee.  commissioner  for  the  court  of  Spain,  Mr. 
William  Lee,  commissioner  for  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin,  Mr.  R.  bard,  commissioner  for  the  court 


of  Tuscany  ;  Uiat  Mr.  J«  Acl^pi^  wfis  appointed  (M^  of 
the  commi^ioners  at  the  court  of  France  in  the  place 
of  Mr^  P^ane,  who  bacjl  btcn  appointed  a  joint  com- 
missioner wilb  Dr.  Franklin  and  Pr«  A.  Lee,  but  that 
the  said  commission  of  Mr.  Adaii#  is  superceded  by 
the  plenipotenliarj  commission  to  Pr.  Franklin. 

3d.  Thf^  it  is  the  opinion  of  (be  committee  that 
ministers  plenipotentiary  for  these  states  are  only  ne* 
^^(sary  for  the  present  at  the  coorts  of  Versailles  and 
Madrid. 

3d.  Thai  ioAbe  i^mm  of  their  waminaiion  ai»4  M>- 
quiry,  they  they  find  many  complaints  against  (be  said 
commissioners,  and  (he  political  and  commercial  agen- 
cy of  Mr.  Deane,  which  complaints,  with  the  evidence 
in  support  thereof,  are  herewith  delivered,  and  to  which 
the  committee  beg  leave  to  refer. 

4th.  That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen 
among  the  sai4  cm\QM3^on^rs,  wbioh  may  he  highly 
prejudicial  to  the  honour  and  iqtfire^ts  pf  these  Uni^d 
Steies. 

^tb»  Thai  the  appointipents  of  the  said  eommis* 
sifters  be  vft^ted,  »n4  tbm  n^w  appointments  bt 

6^  Ti^at  (here  be  but  one  plenipotentiary  tuinjster 
or  ^:otamis^ioner  for  these  Uoiied  States  at  a  forei^^n 
court 

7th.  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commis- 
sionor  for  thef^  United  States,  while  be  acts  as  such, 
aljiaU  e^erpise  ooj  pther  pMblick  qQc?. 

9tbf  Tha(  no  pemoq  be  appointed  pli^nipotentia^ 
minifltfr  pr  cpo^ipisaioper  for  these  Utiited  Sfatea  who 


is  not  a  «irizen  thereof^  and  mh%  has  not  a  fixed  aad 
permanent  interest  therein. 

9ih.  That  fit  and  |^irop^r  persons  bfe  af>|ibkMed  kh 
settle  and  adjust  Mr.  Deane^s  publick  accounts,  and  the 
publick  accounts  of  all  othef  pcnons  who  have  trans- 
acted  the  commercial  affairs  of  these  states  in  France. 

10th.  Hiat  each  of  the  pt^ntpbtentiafte^,  thitii^te)^ 
and  commissioners  who  now  is,   or  has  been,  or  may  * 
be  appointed)  be  alloivcd  nt  the  Hie  of  p^ 

annum. 

The  house  having  on  former  days,  when  the  report 
was  undet*  debate,  agreed  tb  the  first  and  second  ar- 
ticles thereof;  and  having  a)st>  tetd  the  third  article 
and  the  papers  therein  t-eferred  to,  a  motion  was  this 
day  made  by  Mr.  G.  Morris,  ahd  seconded  fty  Mi** 
Drayton, 

That  thfe  members  of  thisliouso  who  may  have  any 
papers  or  fevid€nce  in  their  possession  relative  to  the 
said  report,  46  lay  the  sam^  upon  the  table. 

On  the  question  put,  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  fourth  article 
in  the  rcp(irf,  when  a  mdli6n  ivns  made  by  Mfi  Smilk, 
and  seccmd^d  by  Mr.  CarrhiOhael,  to  strike  out  the 
words  "  which  may  be.^' 

APRit  20,  177^. 

Congress  mumcd  the  consideration  of  the  report 
on  foreign  affairs ;  and  on  the  question,  Shall  the  words 
"  which  m*y  be,"  stand  pan  bf  the  refptfti^ 

The  yeiks  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 


<C8 


SUWLBMBHT. 


lAfMfO 


New  Hampshire,   Mr.  HThipple,         No.  ySo, 


MassachosettsBayyMr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr*  Lovell,' 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellcry, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No.^ 
No. 
No. 
No.J 

Ay.> 
No.  5 


>^No. 


DlTlDID. 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^x 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  J.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenbei^, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater^ 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
llr.  Sharpe, 


No.^ 
No. 

No.  >No. 
No.  I 
No.J 

No.  >^X 


No.^ 

No. 

No- 

No. 

No. 

No.J 


>^No. 


No. 
No^ 
No. 


;i 


No. 


No. 

No.  >No. 
No.  f 
NoJ 


No.^ 
No. 

No. 
NoJ 


ylfo. 


tm.\  SUPPLEHIENT.  6» 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Laurens,  No«. )  mr 

Mr.  Drayion,  No.  y 

So  it  passed  in  the  negative,  and  the  words  were 
struck  out. 

A  division  was  then  called  for  by  Mr.  Gerry,  and 
that  the  first  question  be  to  agree  to  the  first  part  of 
the  fourth  article,  viz.  ^*  that  suspicions  and  animosi'* 
*'  ties  have  arisen  among  the  said  commissioners." 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Gerry,  to  amend  the  clause  by  striking  out  the- 
word  "  said,"  and  in  lieu  thereof  inserting  "  late 
"  and  present." 

On  the  question  put, 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by  Mr.. 
Muhlenberg,  before  the  words  "  late  and  present,"  to 
insert  "some  of." 

On  the  question  put,  the  slates  were  equally  divided,, 
and  the  amendment  was  lost* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  seconded  by 
Mr.  EUery,  that  the  consideration  of  the  fourth  article 
be  postponed  until  the  fifth  article  is  considered  and 
determined  on. 

Question  put,  the  states  were  equally  divided* 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Duaiie,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Morris,  to  add  the  names  of  the  commissioners,  taking 
the  sense  of  the  boi^se  on  each  name  to  be  added. 

On  the  question^  Shall  the  names  be  added. 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Dr.  B.  Franklin's  name  be 
inserted, 
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Resolred  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  Silas  Deane's  name  be 
addedy 
The  yeas  and  najs  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith-^ 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,         Ay.  )^At. 


Massachusetts  Bay, Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins,    . 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd,  ' 
Mr.  Lewis, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


Ay-  Iat 


Ay.  >x 

Ay. 

Ay.  ^At. 

Ay 

Ay.J 


Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay. 

Mr.  Shippen,  Ay. 

Mr.  Atlee,  Ay. 

Mr.  Searle,  No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 


^Y. 


Ay. 


Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 


Ay.  I 
Ay.  ^At. 
Ay. 
Ay.J     . 


17W.] 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolioai 


SUPPLEMENT. 

Mr.  Peoq, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


^i 


Ay.j 


Ay.) 
Aj.l 


Ar, 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee's  name  be 
added, 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^At« 

MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Lovell,  Ay. 

Mr.  Holteoy  Ay. 

Mr.  Ellery,  No. 

Mr.  Collins,  Ay. 

Mr.  Spencer,  Ay. 

Mr.  Jay,  Ay. 

Mr.  Duane,  Ay. 

Mr.  Morris,  Ay. 

Mr.  Floyd,  Ay. 

Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay. 

Mr.  Sbippen,  Ay. 

Mr.  Atlee,  Ay. 

Mr.  Searle,  No. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay. J 

Mr.  Plater,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Paca,  ^J*> 

Mr.  Carmichael,  Ay. ) 


Divided. 


>-At. 


At. 


sufnxuem. 


[Apri»«^ 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  T.  Adanns, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr«  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Bi^rke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


AyJ 

Ay.? 

Ay.  J 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 
On  the  <}uestion,  Shall  Mr.  Ralph  Izard's  name  be 
Qdded, 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^Ar. 

MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Loveli, 
Mr.  Hollen, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Ay!  5  D'^'^*'^- 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,    Ay. 

Mr.  Wynkoop,        Ay. 


Maryland, 
Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


SUFFLCBUtai'l'* 

Mr.  Plater^ 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Camichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adama, 
Mr.  Sroitb^ 
Mr.  R«  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nebon, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  HUl, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.) 

Ay.  5 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmatiye. 
On  the  question.  Shall  Mr.  William  Lee's  name  be 
added. 
The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith-^ 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^A7« 


MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


I}- 

Ay.J 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


No.) 
Ay.  5 


DlYIDId. 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  yx 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr,  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


SVTTLEMEST. 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  GriflSn, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


[ApiilftH 


A^'1 


>'Ay. 


At. 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative* 
On  the  question.  Shall  Hr.  John  Adams's  name  be 
added. 

The  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  >^Ar. 


MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 


Ay.^ 

No. 

Ay. 

No.J 


>•  Divided. 


Rhode  Island, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


^^-  ]  Divided. 
Ay.) 
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58^ 


ConnecticQti 
New  York, 

Pennsylyania, 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^X 


MarylaDd, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Jay,  No.'^ 

Mr.  Duane,  No.  I 

Mr.  G.  Morris,  No.  f 

Mr.  Floyd,  No.  j 

Mr.  Armstrong,  Ay.^i 

Mr.  Shippen,  Ay. 

Mr.  Atlee,  No.  . 

Mr.  Searle,  No.  [ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No.  j 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  No.J 


No. 


No. 


Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay. 

Ay 

Ay 


Ay.  VAt. 
Mo.  I 
No.j 

No.^ 


N..J 


No. 
No, 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 
The  first  clause  being  amended  so  as  to  read, 
That  suspicions  and  animosities  have  arisen  among 
the  late  and  present  commissionen,  namely.  Dr.  Ben- 
jamin Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Dcane,  Mr.  Arthur  Lee, 
Mr.  Ralph  Izard  and  Mr.  William  Lee :  and  the  ques- 
tion being  ready  to  be  put,  the  previous  questioiv  waf 
moved  by  Mr*  S.  Adams,  and  seconded  by  Mr<  Lovell^ 


sm 


SUPPLEMENT* 


[AptatO, 


That  the  question  be  not  now  put ;  on  which  th« 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Drayton, 

New  Haoapsbire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^Ar. 


MassachusettsBay^Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Ay. 
No, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Eiiery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


'\ 


Ay  , 
NoJ 


DlVlDKP* 


Ay. 

No. 


DiVIDKP. 


Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^x 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


No.^ 
NoJ 


No.J 


1TT9.] 

South  Carolioa, 


SUPPLEMiaVT. 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ay.) 
No.  5 
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Divided. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 

The  question  being  then  put  to  agree  to  the  first 
clause  as  amended,  and  the  yeas  and  nay S; being  re- 
quired by  Mr.  Drayton — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple, 


No.  >^No. 


MasaachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


VOL.  II. 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellcry, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer,  Ay.  ^> 

Mr.  Jay,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Duane,  Ay.  I 

Mr.  Morris,  Ay.  j 

Mr.  Floyd,  Ay.  j 

Mr.  Armstrong,  No.^ 

Mr.  Shippen,  Ay.  I 

Mr.  Atlee,  Ay.  I  . 

Mr.  Searle,  Ay.  j 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  j 

Mr.  Wynkoop,  Ay.J 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  M.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

€8 


Ay.i 

Ay.  5 

,    Ay.S 


Ar. 


AyO 

Ay.  I 
Ay.  >Ay. 

Ay.  I 


nvnLBMBtfT. 


[Api«0, 


N<Nrlh  CaroliBa» 


^outh  Carolina! 


Mr.  Peniif 

Mr.  mu 

Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.'Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drajton, 


Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay.J 


yAr. 


At! 


At. 


So  it  was  i^solyed  in  the  affinnative. 

The  question  was  then  put,  to  agree  to  the  secoiKl 
clause,  on  which  the  jreas  and  nays  being  requbed  bj 
Mr.  Drayton—    , 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple, 


MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr*  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 
New  York, 

Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlce, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wyiikoop, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Paca, 

Mr.  Carmichael, 


No.  >^No. 

Ay.j 

Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 


•  >At. 


No.^ 
No. 

nJ:K 

No. 
Ay.j 


Ay. 
Ay. 
Ay. 


At. 


Virginiai  Mr.  T.  Adanui  AjA 

Mr.  M.  Smithy  Ay.  1 

Mr.  R.  H.  Lee,  Ay*  ^Ar. 

Mr.  Oriffia,  Ay.  | 

Mr.  Nekoo,  Ay.J 

Korth  CaroliDai      Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Hill, 
Mr«  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Laurent,  No.  )  ri.«.,.— . 

Mr.  Drayton,  Ay.  ^'^'^^"^ 

So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  suspicions  and  animosities  hav« 
i^isen  among  the  late  and  present  commissioners, 
namely,  Dr.  B«  Franklin,  Mr.  Silas  Deane,  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Lee,  Mr.  Ralph  Izard,  and  Mr.  William  Lee, 
highly  prejudicial  to  the  honour  and  interest  of  these 
United  States. 

APRIL  21,  1779. 

Congress  proceeded  to  consider  the  fifth  article  of 
the  report  of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ellery,  9nd  seconded  by  Afr. 
Henry, 

Resolved,  That  the  names  of  the  ministers  therein 
referred  to  be  repeated,  and  the  question  taken  on  each 
individually. 

APRIL  22,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  fifth  ar- 
ticle in  the  report  of  thirteen  on  foreign  afl&irs,  and 
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[April «. 


according  to  the  order  of  yesterday,  the  first  questioD 
debated  was,  Shall  Dr.  B.  Fraoklio,  minister  pleni- 
potentiary at  the  court  of  France,  be  recalled.  When 
the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  previous  ques- 
tion  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  aud  seconded  by  Mr. 
Drayton. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Laurens — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  No.  ^No. 


MassacbusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hoi  ten, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 


No.^ 
NoJ      ' 

No.  >X 

Ay.  I 
Ay.  >At. 
Ay.  I 
No.j 

Ay.  >.x 


Delaware, 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Sbippen, 

Mr.  Atlee, 

Mr.  Searle, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,    No.  j 

Mr.  Wynkoop,        Ay.J 

Mr.  M'Eean,         No.  >-Ne. 


No.A 
No. 


1719.] 

Virgin  ia. 

North  Carolinai 
Sooth  Carolina^ 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  HenrjTi 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  GriflSn, 
Mr.  Nelson, 

Mr.  Fenn^ 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


Ml 


DlVIDBD. 


>^Now 


DlTIDBD. 


So  the  previens  qoestion  being  lost,  the  main  question 
was  put ;  on  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required 
by  Mr.  Smith- 
New  Hampshire,     Mr.  Whipple, 


MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


No.  >^No. 

No.^ 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holttn, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


S-No. 


Ay. 

No. 
No.^ 


Mr.  Spencer,  No.  ^x 


New  Jersey, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  G.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Fell, 


No.^ 

No. 

Ay. 

No. 

No. 


VNo. 


No.  >.x 


PennsylvaiM, 


sunuamm. 

Mr.  Anaitfimg^ 
Mr.  ShippeOy. 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynk#op, 


fApii% 


No. 
No.  I 
No.  I  So. 
No. 
No.j 


Delairarti 
Maryland, 

Virginiai 
North  Carolina, 


Mr.  M'Kean,  No.  >^No. 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Pa'ca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 

Mr.  T.  Adams, 
Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.  H.  Lee, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  NelioQy 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


South  Carolina, 
So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.^ 

NoJ 

No.-\ 
Ay. 

No.  Ut. 
Ay. 
Ay.J 

Ay.} 
Ay.  >  At. 
No.S 


APRIL  30,  1779. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  read  for  proceeding  to 
the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  committee  oo 
foreign  affairs ;  and  the  question  under  debate  being 
stated.  Shall  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  commissioner  of  the 
United  Stales  ait  the  court  of  Madrid,  be  recalled, 

Mr.  Paca  arose,  and  inferaied  die  house,  that  he  had 
important  information  on  the 'Subject  of  the  said  re- 
port,  which  he  would  communicate  agreeable  to  the 


iTit.]  iomEBOtm.  Ms 

order  of  the  faouie :  be  Aetk  proceede<l  to  ley  oa  Ute 
table.a  paper  sigoed  by  himself  and  Mr.  W.  H«  Dray- 
toiiy  cootaioiag  intelligence  .  reapecting  Arthur  Lee, 
esquire,  which  was  read.  After  debate,  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

MAY  3,  1779. 

Congress  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  foreign  affairs;  and  the  question 
under  debate  being  stated,  viz.  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee 
be  recalled, 

Mr.  Carmichael  arose,  and  informed  the  bouse, 
<*That  as  the  committee  appointed  by  Congress  to 
^^  examipe  into  the  state  of  their  foreign  affairs,  have 
<<  thought  pro]>er  to  refer  to  him  for  information  on 
^  the  charges  reported  by  them  against  some  of  (he 
^^  puUick  servants  abroad,  and  as  some  gentlemen 
*^  have  expressed  a  desire  he  should  reduce  to  writing 
*^  the  information  he  gave  the  house  in  his  place  when 
<*  those  charges  were  read,  he  was  induced  to  indulge 
'^  their  wishes,  as  well  to  show  more  explicitly  the  rc^- 
*<  sons  which  determine  his  voice  on  the  decision  of  a 
<^  question  on  which  he  thinks  the  honour  and  interest 
^*  of  the  United  States  highly  depend.''  He  then  pro- 
ceeded to  lay  on  the  table  a  paper  signed  by  him, 
which,  with  sundry  papers  therein  referred  to,  was 
read. 

On  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  Arthur  Lee  be  retailed, 
Che  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple,    No.  ^No. 
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SUPFLElffiNT. 


pfayS, 


MaitacbiisettsBay,  Mr.  S.  AdamS) 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr*  Lovell, 
Mr.  HolteDi 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collios, 

Mr.  Sherman^ 
Mr.  SpcDcer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 


Rhode  hlaod, 
CoDDecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


NoJ 
No. 


^y;|D.n0«D. 


No. 
No. 


:1no. 

Ay,J 


Delaware, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


Mr.  Witherspoon,   No.  1 
Mr.  Scudder,  No.  >  No. 

Mr.  Fell,  Ay.) 


Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 

Mr.  Dickinson, 
Mr.  Vandyke, 

Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Cannicbael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  R.H.  Lee,  excused. 
Mr.  Oriffin,  Ay« 

Mr.  Fleming,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 


>  DlVtDlD. 


Divided. 


At. 


So«th  Oftrofina,'      Mn  Laarens.         No.  1  ry  ^ 

Mr.  Draytoo,  Ay.j  ^'^''^"• 

So  tbe  statM  were  equally  divided. 

MAY  4,  1779. 

A  letter  froan  his  most  christian  majesty,  imdef  signed 
de  Vergennes,  was  read,  informing  Congress  of  th« 
birth  of  a  princess :  Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  President,  with  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  a  member  from  each  state,  wait  on  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  congratulate  him  on 
this  event. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  prepare  the  draft  of  a  letter  in  answer  to  that  from 
his  most  christian  majesty. 


MAY  20,  1779. 
To  follow  proceedings  of  Maf  13,  1779.    Page  160. 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  affairs. 

After  debate,  it  was  agreed  by  the  house,  that  tb^ 
^estion  shall  be  stated,  Shall  Mr.  R.  Izard  be  re- 
called. 

MAY  22,  1779, 

The  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Burke,  Mr.  Duant 
and  Mr.  Loveli,  to  whom  was  referred  the  letter  from 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  with  tbe  ootf 
from  don  Juan  de  MirailUs,  dated  May  19,  1779, 
brought  in  a  report :  Whereupon, 
VOL.  II.  69 
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Resolved,  That  the  resolutions  of  Congteii 
on  the  6th  day  of  March  last,  relative  to  (be 
of  Congress  by  appeal  in  the  last  resort  oy« 
risdictions  for  deciding  the  legality  of  capture 
high  seas,  be  immediately  transmitted  to  the 
states ;  and  that  they  be  respectively  requested 
effectual  measures  for  conforming  therewith. 

Resolved,    That  the  following  letter  be  wi 
*the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  France,  and  si| 
the  President: 

Sir,  Congress  having  taken  into  consideratic 
letter  of  the  19th  of  this  month,  I  am  directed 
sure  you,  that  as  soon  as  the  matter  shall  in  dm 
come  before  them,  they  will  attend  very  pari 
lo  the  cases  of  the  vessels  stated  in  the  note  / 
Juan  de  Mirailles  to  have  been  sailing  under  tt 
his  catholick  majesty,  and  captured  by  armed  vet 
der  the  flag  of  the  United  States ;  and  that  they  wi 
.  the  law  of  nafions  to  be  most  strictly  observed 
it  shall  be  found,  after  due  trial,  that  the  owner 
captured  vessels  have  suffered  damage  from  tl 
^pprahension  or  violation  of  the  rights  of  war  and  neu- 
trality. Congress  will  cause  reparation  to  be  made  in 
such  manner  as  to  do  ample  justice  and  vindicate  the 
honour  of  the  Spanish  flag. 

That  Congress  have  every  possible  disposition  to 
«:ultivate  the  most  perfect  harmony  with  his  catholick 
majesty,  and  to  encourage  the  most  liberal  and  friendly 
intercourse  between  his  subjects  and  the  citizens  of 
these  Uiiited  States  -,  but  they  cannot,  consistently  with 
the  powers  intrusted  lo  them. and  the  rights  of  the 


tWi.] 
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states  asd  of  individualsy  in  any  case,  suspend  or  iater^ 
rupt  the  ordinary  course  of  jastice.. 


JUNE  8,  1779. 

Td  follow  proceedings  of  June  3,  1779.    Page  167* 
Congress  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  re> 
port  of  the  committee  of  thirteen  on  foreign  afiairsi  an# 
on  the  question,  Shall  Mr.  R»  Izard  be  recalled^,  the 
yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Smith — 


Wew  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple, 

Massachusetts  Bay,Mr.  S.  Adams^ 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rhode  Island,        Mr.  Ellery, 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Tew  York,  Mr.  Jay, 

Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

New  Jersey,  Mr.  Scudder, 

Mr.  FeU, 

Pennsylvania,        Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene,. 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


No.  ^No. 
No.^ 

NoJ 
Ay.  }>At, 


Ay.> 
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Delaware,  Mr.  Didriiison,        Af.  >^Av. 

Maryland,  Mr.  Plater,  Ay.'^ 

Mr.  Paca,  Ay.  I 

Mr.  Carmicfaael,  Ay.  ^Ar, 

Mr.  Henry,  No.  | 

Mr.  Jenifer,  ^y^J 

Virginia,  Mr.  SmiCh, 

Mr.  Grifin, 
^  Mr.  Fleming, 

Korth  Carolina,      Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Barke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

South  Carolina,      Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 

So  it  was  resolred  in  the  afllrmative. 

A  motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Duane,  seconded 
by  Mr.  Armstrong, 

*^  That  Mr.  Izard  be  informed,  that  it  it  the  sense  of 
'^  Congress  that  he  need  not  repair  to  America  until  it 
"  suits  his  convenience.''! 

An  objection  being  made  to  this  as  being  out  of  or- 
der— 

On  the  question,  Is  the  motion  in  order,  the  yeas 
and  nayst>eing  required  by  Mr.  Drayton — 

New  Hampshire',      Mr.  Whipple,       Ay.  ^At. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Rho^  Island,  Mr.  Ellery,  Ay.}  . 

Mr.GoHins,  Ay.  5^^- 


vm.] 
Conatdtioity 

New.  York, 


54» 


New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


Virginiai 


North  Carolioa, 


Mr*  Sbtfimiiy 
Mr*  HuntingtOQi 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr«  Drone, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Seudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Searie, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Leoe, 
Uu  Wynkoop^ 


No.^ 
Ay.>  At. 

Ay.  3 


Ay.^ 

Ay. 

No. 

%■■ 


►At. 


No.> 

Ay.  5 

Ay. 

Ay.J 


Divided. 


Mr.  Dickinson,      Ay.  ^Ar. 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  GriiBn, 
Mr«  Fleming, 

Mr.  Ptnn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 


Ay.^ 

No. 

Ay. 

Ay. 

No.j 

No.i 
Ay.J 
No.S 


>At. 


No 


Ar. 


3outh  Carolina, 
So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Draylon, 


No. 

No. 


:| 


No. 


MO 


[i^%i 


Oo  motioD  of  Mr.  ShemMo,  seconded  hj  Mr.  LovoH, 
Resolved,  That  the  words  <^  until  it  suits  his  con- 

?  venience,*'  be  struck  out. 
On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  motion  as  amended, 

the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr.  Paca — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Whipple.  Ay.  ^Ar. 

Blassachusetts  Bay,Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 


New  Jersey, 
Pennnsylvania, 


Delaware, 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Spencer, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Morris, 
Mr.  Floyd, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Lene, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


Mr.  Dickinson,        Ay.  ^Ar* 


Ay.) 
Ay.>  At. 
Ay.y 

Ay. 

No.  VAt. 
Ay.  I 
Ay.j 


TWIll. 


WtnXMBXT. 
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Mtrjknd, 


Virginiai 


Vorth  Carolina, 


l^outh  Carolina, 


Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Pao^ 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


No.^ 

No. 

No.  >No. 

Ay.  I 

No.J 


So  it  was 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  Izard  be  informed,  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  Congress,  that  he  need  not  repair  to  America^ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sher- 
man, 

Resolved,  That  Mr.  W.  Lee  be  informed,  that  it  is  the 
sense  of  Congress,  that  be  need  not  repair  to  America. 

Resolved,  That  there  be  but  one  plenipotentiary 
minister  or  commissioner  for  these  United  States  at  a 
foreign  court. 

The  seventh  proposition  in  the  report  being  read, 
viz.  '^  That  no  plenipotentiary  minister  or  commissioner 
^^  for  these  United  States,  while  he  acts  as  such,  shall 
<^  exercise  any  other  publick  office :''  after  debate  the 
previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Morris,  and 
seconded  by  Mr.  Drayton,  and  being  passed  in  the 
affirmative,  the  main  question  was  set  aside. 

The  eighth  proposition  being  read,  <^  That  no  per-* 
^  son  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  com- 


<<  missiontr  for  these  Uoittd  Slitet  who  is  not  ft  cki- 
"  sen  thereof,  and  who  hat  net  a  fixed  and  pennaneiit 
"  interest  therein" — 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr  S.  Adams, 
and  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris. 

A  division  of  the  main  question  was  required ;  and 
on  the  previous  question  on  the  first,  vis.  ^  Ttiat  no 
^*  person  be  appointed  plenipotentiary  minister  or  com- 
'<  missioner  for  these  United  States  who  is  not  a  citizeo 
"  thereof,"  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Penn — 

New  Hi^pshire,    Mr.  Whipple,  Ay.  ^Ar. 

MassachusettsBay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 


Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 
New  York, 

Pennsylvania, 


Delaware, 
Maryland, 


No.> 
No.VNo. 


Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Sherman, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 
Mr.  Floyd, 

Mr.  Armstrong, 
Mr.  Sbippen, 
Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Muhlenberg, 
Mr.  M'Llene, 
Mr.  Wynkoop, 


Mr.  Dickinson,        Ay.  ^Av. 


Mr.  Paca, 
Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 


No. 


i?if4 


M 


Yirginiai 


North  09r#Iio$i 


Soatb  Car0li0«, 


lilr.  8«iith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 

Mr.  PetiDi 
Mr*  Burke* 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  LaoneMi 
Mr.  Dra  jtoBi 


No.) 

No.>No. 
No.S 


Nd.; 

No. 
No.* 


No. 


^y:|Div,D.p. 


So  i(  wai  reaohed  in  ibe  affirmative,  and  that  pcrtt 
of  the  maiii  question  ttt  asid^. 

The  previova  question  being  pot  on  the  latter  pari, 
passed  in  ibt  affinnativey  ^d  t^t  part  was  ajso  set 
aside. 


JUNE  1©,  ir79. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  caHed  for,  to  proceed  in 
ihe  consideration  of  the  report  on  foreign  affairs, 

A  motion  W9f8  made  by  Mr.  Burke,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Laurens, 

That  tbt  further  consideration  of  the  said  report  be 
postponed  until  order  be  taken  on  the  letter  of  334 
Maj  last  from  Mr.  Deanti  and  a  decision  made  on  the 
resolution  moved  thereon  by  a  member  from  North 
Carolina,  feconded  by  a  member  from  South  Carolint* 

On  Ibe  question  to  agree  to  thfs,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Burke^^ 


New  Hampshire, 

VOL.   II. 


Mr*  Whipple, 
70 
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y«t  10, 


Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  8.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Holten, 

Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina, 


5J;}Divii»«i». 


Mr.  Sherman,        No.  ^ 
Mr.  Huntington,    No.>  No. 
Mr.  Spencer, 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Fell, 


Af.S 

N^- J  Divided- 
Ay.  3 


Mr.  Armstrong,  No.'N 
Mr.  Shippen,  No.  I 
Mr.  Searle,  No.  I  mj^ 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay.  f^^ 
Mr.  M'Lene,         No. 
Mr.  Wynkoop,      Ay.J 


Mr.  Paca,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Carmichael,   Ay. 


Mr.  Henry, 
Mr.  Jenifer, 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Penn, 
Mr.  Burke, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


>At. 


l;:l- 


So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 


i77»4  QmTLoaasrr  m 

The  motion  was  then  read,  viz. 

"  That  Silafl  Deane,  esquire,  be  ordered  not  to  de- 
"  part  the  United  Slates  without  (he  special  permis- 
^*  sion  of  Congress ;  and  that  Arthur  Lee,  esquire,  be 
**  directed  to  repair  forthwith  to  America,  in  order  the 
^^  better  to  enable  Congress  to  inquire  into  the  truth  of 
''  the  several  allegations  and  suggestions  made  by  the 
'<  said  Arthur  Lee  against  the  said  Silas  Deane." 

When  the  question  was  about  to  be  put,  the  pre- 
vious question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Gerry,  seconded  by 
Mr.  Adams  ;  and  a  division  of  the  main  question  being 
called  for. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  the  previous  question  on 
the  first  clause,  viz.  ^*  That  SUas  Deane,  esquire,  be 
(<  ordered  not  to  depart  the  United  States  without  the 
'^  special  permission  of  Congress ;''  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Laurens — 

New  Hampshire,      Mr.  Whipple,        Ay.  ^Ay. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams,  Ay.^ 

Mr.  Gerry,  Ay.  I  . 

Mr.  Lovell,  Ay.  f^^' 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay  .J 

iu,.d.i.i..d.        M,.En.jj,        A,.  I  „,,,„„ 

Connecticut,  Mr.  Sherman,       Ay.  ^ 

Mr.  Huntington,    Ay.  >  Av. 
Mr.  Spencer,        Ay.) 

New  York,  Mr.  Jay,  No.  )  ^^ 

Mr.  Duane,  No.  5  "^- 


New  Jentjf 
PeoQsjIv^Diai 


Mr*  Scirader^ 


Mr*  ArmttroDg,  Ay. 
Hr.  Sbippen,  Ay. 
Mr.  Searl^,  Ay. 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  No* 


"►At* 


Maryland, 


Virginia, 


North  Carolina, 


South  Carolina^ 


Mr.  M^Lene, 
Mr.  Wydkoop, 

Mr*  Paca, 
Mr.  Carmichael, 
Mr.  Henr 
Mr«  J«nii 


Ay. 

Ay. 


7' 

iter* 


No. 


Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin, 
Mr.^  Kl^tning, 

Mr.  Penn^ 
Mr.  Barke, 
Mr.  Sharps, 

Mr.  Laupeot) 
Mr.  t>.raytoo, 


No.^ 

No.  I  V 

No.  r' 

Ay.j 


No.^ 
No.>  No. 

No.) 

No.SNo. 

No.y 

;]no. 


No. 

No, 


So  the  statet  were  equally  divided,  and  the  question 
lost. 

On  the  qdestion  to  agree  to  the  clause  abovemen- 
tioned,  (he  yeas  and  nmys  being  required  hj  MbL 
Hoi  ten- 
New  Hampshbe,      Mr.  Whipple,       No.  yH^. 

Massachusetts  Bay,  Mr.  S.  Adams, 
Mr.  Gerry, 
Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hollen, 


No. 
No. 
No. 
No 


h 


Rhode  kland. 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 


No.> 
Ay.  J 


DiTIDSO. 


vm*] 


mntmsan. 


Connecticat, 

New  York, 

NewJertey, 

Ptnnsjlvania, 


Marjland , 


Virgiaiai 


North  Carolina, 


South  Caroh'na, 


Mr.  Sbeman,  No. 
Mr.  Huntington,  No. 
Mr.  Spencer,        No. 


No. 


Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Duane, 

Mr.  Scudder, 
Mr.  Pell, 


Ay.  7 
Ay.^ 

No./ 

Ay.  5 


At. 


DiVIABD. 


No.^ 

No. 

No. 


Mr.  Armstrong, 

Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Searie, 

Mr.  Muhlenberg,  Ay 

Mr.  M'Lene,         No 

Mr.  Wynkoop,       Ay.^ 


>No. 


Mr.  Paca,  Ay. 

Mr.  Carmictkael,  Ay. 

Mr.  Henry,  Now 

Mr.  Jenifer,  No. 

Mr.  Smith, 
Mr.  Griffin,, 
Mr.  Fleming, 

Mr.  Pentt, 
Mr.  Burke,, 
Mr.  Sharpe, 

Mr.  Laurens, 
Mr.  Drayton, 


^DlVIDKD. 


At. 


Ay. 


At. 


So  the  states  were  equally  divided,  and  llie  questfon 
lost. 

The  previous  question  being  put  on  the  second 
clause,  was  carried  in  the  affirmative,  every  member 
answering  except  Mr.  Henry  and  Mr.  Smith.  Sothe 
main  question  was  set  aside. 


JUNE  18,  1779. 
To  fellow  proceedings  of  June  M,  1779.    Page  172. 

The  committee  on  ihe  treasury  report, 

That  they  have  according  to  order,  prepared  bills 
of  exchange  on  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the 
United  States  at  the  court  of  France,  in  favour  of  Mr. 
Caron  de  Beaumarchais,  consisting  of  fifty  sets,  six 
bills  to  each  set,  as  specified  in  a  schedule  annexed,  all 
dated  the  ]5(h  day  of  this  insrant  June,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  two  millions  four  hundred  thousand  livres 
tournois,  and  payable  the  ]5(hday  of  June,  1782;  and 
also  six  sets,  six  bills  to  each  set,  ail  dated  the  same 
day,  drawn  on  the  said  minister  in  favour  of  the  said 
Mr.  C.  de  fieaamarchais,  for  the  yearly  interest  of  the 
said  principal  sum,  at  six  per  cent.,  being  one  hundred 
and  forty-four  thousand  livres  yearly,  in  ihe  whole 
four^hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand  livres;  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  so  drawn  for  amounting  in  the  whole 
to  two  millions  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two  thousand 
livres,  which  last  mentioD^ed  bills  for  the  interest  are 
particularly  specified  in  the  said  schedule;  and  that 
they  have  also  prepared  letters  of  advice  of  the  said 
bills  of  exchange  to  the  said  minister  plenipotentiary : 
Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  said  drafts  be  signed  by  the 
President  of  Congress,  and  entered  in  the  auditor's 
office  as  warrants  are  usually  passed,  and  then  deliver- 
ed to  Mr.  Franccy,  agent  for  the  said  Mr.  de  Beau- 
marchais, on  his  giving  the  auditor  general  a  receipt 
for  the  same  ;  and  that  Mr.  de  Beaumarchais  be  charg- 
ed with  the  amount  of  the  said  principal  sum  in  the 
books  of  the  treasury. 
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Resolved,  That  the  faith  of  the  United  States  be 
pledged  to*  make  good  any  contract  or  eDgagement 
which  shall  be  entered  into  by  the  said  minister  pleni- 
potentiary, or  any  future  minister  of  these  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  for  obtaining  money 
or  credit  to  enable  him  to  honour  the  said  drafts  and 
provide  for  their  punctual  discharge. 

Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions, 
a  nd  that  of  the  5lh  instant,  and  of  the  letters  of  advice, 
subscribed  by  the  President,  be  transmitted  by  the 
committee  for  foreign  affairs  to  the  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary of  the  United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles* 

JULY  24,  1779. 

In  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays  under  this  date,  pag« 
t09,  the  states  of  Delaware  and  Maryland  should  stand 
thus — 


Delaware,  Mr.  Dickinson,  excused 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,         No 
Mr.  M*Keao,  No 


:|n«. 

Maryland,  Mr.  Henry,  Ay.?  . 

Mr.  Forbes,  Ay.S 


AUGUST  2,   1779. 
To  foOow  proceedings  of  Aagust  2, 1779.    Page  217. 
Resolved,  That  the  minister  of  France  be  assured 
that  Congress  will,  at  all  times,  afford  every  counte- 
nance and  protection  to  the  consuls  and  other  servants 


•M  SUTPLiafEHT.  lAtt^.tfi 

•f  kis  most  christian  laajeitj,  wi tbio  the  povets  tnd 
anAofitiet  to  them  delegated  by  tlieir  constitueotf. 

That  the  severai  appointaientB  of  eonauls  oftdo  aad 
irhich  majr  hereafter  be  made  and  approved  by  CoA'* 
gresft,  be  duly  registered  in  the  secretary's  office,  and 
properly  notified  by  the  President  to  the  execnlive  ati-* 
thorities  of  (he  respective  states,  in  whose  portsnch 
consuls  oiay  reside. 

Thot  the  measures  taken  by  Mr.  Holker  to  |n*ocore 
flonr  for  the  fleet  of  his  most  christian  majesty  in  the 
9aj  of  commerce,  have,  from  time  to  time,  been  made 
known  UQto,  and  been  fully  approved  by  Congress  s 
that  the  several  proceedings  and  publications  complain- 
ed of  by  the  minister  on  that  subject,  are  very  injuriouf 
to  the  servants  of  his  said  majesty,  and  that  Congress 
do  bigbly  disapprove  of  the  same. 

That  the  president  and  supreme  executive  ceuncfl 
of  Pennsylvania  be  informed,  that  any  prosecntiont 
which  it  may  be  expedient  to  direct,  for  such  matters 
and  things  in  the  said  publications  or  transactions  as 
may  be  against  the  laws  of  nations,  shall  be  carried  on 
at  the  expense  of  the  United  States. 

That  the  minister  of  France  be  informed,  that  the 
president  and  supreme  executive  council  of  Pennsyl- 
vania  have  taken  proper  measures  to  restore  the  floor 
taken  from  the  agents  of  Mr.  Holker. 


AUGUST  6,  1779- 
To  /oUow  proceedings  of  August  5, 1T7S.    f  age  19. 
On  a  report  from  the  board  of  treasury. 
Resolved,  That  an  allowance  of  eleven  thoasand 


rm.] 


fiWPLiaiBlfT* 


s$t 


four  liHiuirtd  aad  tm$nij*ei^i  livres  towniaii  p«r 
annum,  be  made  to  ibe  several  commia$ioneni  of  the 
ynbad  Stages  in  Eurof o  fiour  their  s^rvi^es,  besides 
their  reasonable  enpenaei  re«p^tiveljr. 

That  the  aalarjr,  as  well  •«  tb^  ejtpenses,  be  coooh 
pyted  from  the  time  of  their  leaving  (beif  places  of 
abode  to  enter  on  the  duties  of  their  offices,  to  be  con- 
tinued three  months  after  notice  of  their  recall,  to 
enable  them  to  return  to  their  famjlii^s  respectively. 
'  That  the  several  )CQmpi99ionerSj  commercial  agents 
and  others  in  Europe,  intrusted  with  publick  money, 
be  directed  tp  transmit,  without  delay,*  their  accounts 
and  vouchees,  and  also  triplicate  copies  of  the  same 


^  For  MiserUBg  tbs  words  ^  wiUioat  dekj,*^  which  were  moved  by 
Mr.  Mafdiant,  and  leconded  by  Mr.  Lanieni;  the  jeat  and  naja  htk^ 
nqaani  hj  Mr.  Liwiei^-r 


Mr.  Peabody, 


New  Hampshire, 
Massachusetts  Bay,    Mr.  Gei 


Rhode  Island,  ^ 

Coooecticiit, 

NewYock, 

New  Jersey, 
Penoiyhraiiiai 

Delawarei 

VOb.  II. 


Gerry, 
Mr.  I,^ 
Mr.  H^lteo, 

Mr.  Marohant, 

Mr.  HntiigtOD, 

Mr.  Jay, 
Mr.  Lewis^ 

Mr.  Scuddsr, 
Mr.  Fefl, 
Mr.  Honstoo, 

Mr.  Armstroi^, 
Mr.  Atlee, 
Air.  Searle, 
Mr.  Mnhleobere, 
Mr.  M*Leiie,   ^ 

Mr.  DickiiisoD, 
Mr.  Vandyke; 
Mr.  M'Km, 

71 


Ay.) 

No.>Ai, 
Ay.i 

Ay.  }^At. 

Ay.  }.Ay. 

«:!- 

Mo.  J  At. 

Ay. 

No. 

Ay. 
Ay.  J 
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lothe  board  of  treasury  of  these  United  States,  in  order 
for  settlement. 

Resolved,  That  a  suitable  person  be  appointed  by 
Congress  to  examine  the  said  accounts  in  £uro{)ey  and 
certify  his  opinion  thereon  previous  to  their  being 
transmitted. 


SEPTEMBER  17,  1779. 

To  be  inserted  September  17,  1779,  bottom  of  page  249. 
0£NTLEMEN, 

The  king  mjr  master  having  been  pleased  to  at- 
tend to  the  representations  which  my  ill  state  of 
health  obliged  me  to  make  to  him,  bis  majesty  has 
granted  me  leave  to  return.  At  the  same  time  be  has 
taken  care  to  send  a  new  minister  plenipotentiary  to 
America,  that  there  may  be  no  interruption  in  his 
care  to  cultivate  a  mutual  friendship.  I  must  leav^ 
it  to  the  abilities  of  monsieur  the  chevalier  de  la  Lu- 
zerne to  explain  to  you  his  majesty's  sentiments,  and 
confine  myself  at  this  time  in  testifying  to  you,  gen- 

Maryland,  Mr.  CafmicbaeL  Ay.  >  *- 

Mr.  Forbes,  Aj\ 

Aj.f 
Aj.S 

Ay.  Cat. 
Mr.  Sharpe,  Aj»j 

South  Carolina,         Mr.  Laureos,  At.  )  ^  ^ 

Mr.  Drayton,  Ay.  J** 

So  it  was  reiolTed  in  the  affirmatiTe. 


Viilginia,  Mr.  Smith, 

Mr.  Fleming,  Ay.  J  At. 

Mr.  Randolphi 

North  Carolina,         Mr.  Penn, 

Mr   Harnett, 
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tlemen,  the  satisfaction  I  shall  have  in  rendering  him 
an  account  of  theoccuixences  which  1  have  been  wit- 
ness of  for  more  than  a  year  during  my  residence  with 
you.  His  majesty  will  thereby  perceive  the  sentiments 
with  which  your  councils  are  animated  and  governed, 
your  wisdom,  your  firmness,  your  attachment  to  the  al- 
liance, and  your  zeal  for  the  prosperity  of  the  com- 
mon cause  and  the  two  nations  respectively.  He  wilt 
see  with  pleasure  that  that  inestimable  union,  which 
constitutes  the  principal  force  and  weigjit  of  the  con* 
federacy^  reigns  among  the  United  States ;  that  the  ci? 
tizens  are  so  far  from  being  wanting  in  zeal  and  spirit 
to  repel,  incursiona  which  can  have  no  other  object 
than,  a  barbarous  devastation,  that  there  ianot  an- Ame- 
rican, who  is  not  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  concur- 
sing  to  humble  still  farther  and  weaken  the  common 
enemy,  by  efforts  proportionate  to  the  importance  of 
happily  terminatinga  glorious  revolution,  and  of  se- 
curing as  speedily  as  possible  to  the  United  States  of 
America,  by  a  solid  and  honourable  peace,  the  inesti- 
mable advantages  of  liberty  and  independence,  which 
is  the  essential  and  fundamental  object  of  the  alliancey 
and  of  the  war  kindled  and  rendered  necessary  by 
England. . 

It  only  remains-  for  m%  geoUemen,  to  offer  you  as  a 
body  and  as  individual8,.the  tribute  of  my  thanks  for  the 
marks  of  confidence  and  esteem,  and  also  of  attentioit 
which  I  have  received  from  you  ^  I  have  always- endea* 
voured  to  deserve  them  by  the  most  sincere  and  zealous 
attachment  to  the  interests  and  dignity  of  the  United 
States,  as  well  as  to  the  principles  and  sentiments  resukr 
ingfrom  the  alliance.    I  have  not  been  wanting  in  zeal 
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for  etety  thioj;  that  could  havi  any  rehtkiii  lAihatolH 
ject,  and  (bat  coald  farther  tetuetit  tha  ciMiiiezieii8« 
irbether  political  or  personal,  betireeb  the  tiro  oationa* 
The  most  flattering  recteipebfte  of  all  tty  laboars  would 
be  the  testimony  of  yoiir  ^liafiitttM. 

To  which  the  President  in  behalf  of  Congress  return- 
ed the  following  answer : 

sia, 

We  receive  With  much  toncetn  the  intimatiM  you 
have  given  Us,  that  the  bad  slate  of  your  health  Miget 
you  to  leave  America :  though  at  the  same  tfaue  we  artf 
sensible  of  the  continued  friendly  care  of  his  most 
christian  tnajesiy  in  sending  a  new  minister  plenlpoten*' 
tiary  to  thfese  states* 

Great  as  our  regret  is  in  thus  parting  wftfi  yoo,  ytl 
it  affords  us  pleasut'e  to  think  how  weU  disposed  you 
are  to  improve  the  favourable  opportunities  you  %ttt 
have  on  your  return  to  France,  of  evincing  to  bk  ma« 
jesty  the  reality  of  those  sentiments  on  our  part,  whkli 
may  justly  be  termed  the  animating  principles  of  the 
United  States.- 

By  such  representations,  the  kidg  will  be  assured 
that  the  citizens  of  these  states  observe,  with  4kt  most 
lively  satisfaction,  the  repealed  instances  of  his  aanty 
for  them ;  that  they  regard  the  alliance  as  an  inestima* 
ble  conneiion,  endeared  to  them  by  the  purity  of  the 
motives  Oft  which  it  was  fomideil,  the  advantages  de* 
rived  from  it,  and  the  blessings  it  promises  to  both 
nfations ;  that  their  Iresoiotion  of  securing  its  essential 
objects,  libetty  and  independence,  is  unalterable  ^  that 
they  are  determined  by  all  the  exertibns  in  their  power 


to  ad  vtfiee'tlie  commoD  csose,  and  to  demonstrate,  (hat 
while  they  are  attentive  to  their  own  interests,  they  as 
ardently  desire  to  approve  themselves  not  only  faithfnl 
bat  affectionate  allies. 

By  a  residence  of  more  than  a  year  near  Congress, 
you  are  enabled  to  form  a  competent  judgment  of  the 
difficulties  we  have  had  to  encounter,  as  well  as  of  our 
eflbrts  to  remove  them. 

Sir,  we  should  be  deficient  in  the  respect  due  to  dis* 
tinguisfaed  merit,  if  we  should  fail  to  embrace  this  op- 
portunity of  testifying  the  high  esteem  which  yoo  have 
obtained  throughout  this  country  by  your  pubtick  and 
private  conduct.  You  have  happily  combined  a  vigi- 
lant devotion  for  the  dignity  and  interest  of  our  most 
excellent  and  illustrious  ally,  with  a  zealous  attachment 
to  the  honour  and  welfare  of  these  states. 

Your  prudence,  integrity,  ability  and  diligence  in 
discharging  the  eminent  trust  reposed  in  you,  have  se- 
cured our  entire  confidence,  and  now  solicit  from  us 
the  strongest  declarations  of  our  satisfaction  in  your 
behaviour. 

That  you  may  be  blessed  with  a  favourable  voyage, 
the  approbation  of  your  sovereign,  the  perfect  recovery 
of  your  health,  and  all  happiness,  is  among  the  warmest 
wishes  of  every  member  of  this  body. 


OCTOBER  13,  1779* 
^  To  follow  proceeding*  of  October  13,  1779.    Page  276. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Lovell,  seconded  by  Mr.  Morris, 
Resolved,  That  Mr.  A.  Lee  be  informed  of  Mr.  Jay'^ 
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appointment^  and  that,  agreeable  to  his  request,  he  ii 
at  liberty  to  return  to  America* 


NOVEMBER  2S,  1779. 

To  foUow  proceedings  of  NoTember  12,  1779.    Page  S96. 

According  to  order,  Congress  was  resolved  into  a 
eommittee  of  the  whole ;  and  after  some  time,  the  Presi- 
dent resumed  the  chair,  and  Mr*  Plater  reported,  that 
the  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  report 
of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means,  and  come  to  a 
conclusion  thereon,  which  he  was  directed  to  report* 
The  rep6rt  being  read, 

"  That  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  Mr.  J.  Jay,  to 
*'  the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
'^  and  on  Mr.  Henry  Laurens,  to  the  amount  of  one 
<<  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling,  payab\e  at  six 
^^  months  sight ;  and  that  the  same  be  sold  at  the  cur- 
"  rent  rate  of  exchange'' — 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  that  the  first  question 
be,  that  bills  of  exchange  be  drawn  on  Mr*  J.  Jay^  to 
the  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  pounds  sterling, 
payable  at  six  months  sight ;  and  that  the  same  be 
sold  at  the  current  rate  of  exchange. 

On  which  the  yeas  and  nays  being  required  by  Mr. 
Forbes — 

New  Hampshire,    Mr*  Peabody,         Ay.  ^At. 


MassachosettsBay,  Mr*  Loveli,  Ay. 

Mr.  Holten,  Ay.  ^  Ay. 

Mr.  Partridge,        No. 


■i 


Connecticut, 

New  York, 
New  Jeney, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
North  Carolina, 
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Mr.  Huntington,' 
Mr.  Sherman, 
Mr.  Root, 

Mr.  Schuyler, 
Mr.  Liviogstoo, 


$» 


Ay.-) 

No.  I  No. 
No.J 


Ay.> 
Ay.  J 


Ar. 


Mr.  Witberspoon,  Ay,^ 
Mr.  Scudder,  Ay.  I  . 

No.  r 


Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 

Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Shippen, 
Mr.  M^Lene, 

Mr.  Plater, 
Mr.  Forbes, 

Mr.  Harnett, 
Mr.  Sbarpe, 


Ay.J 


Ay 
Ay 
Ay 


■\ 


At. 


^y;|DmpEi>. 


Ay. 
Ay. 


Ay. 


South  Carolina,     Mr.  Matthews,        Ay.  ^Ar. 

So  it  was  resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  second  part 

Resolved  in  the  affirmative. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
io  report  on  the  manner  of  carrying  the  above  resolu- 
tion into  effect. 

The  members  chosen — Mr.  Livingston,  Mr.  Mat- 
thews and  Mr.  Gerry. 

NOVEMBER  29,  1779. 

Resolved,  That  the  bills  be  prepared  under  the  di- 
rection of  the  board  of  treasury,  and  with  such  checks 
as  they  may  devise  to  prevent  counterfeits,*  and  bi 
signed  by  the  treasurer  of  loans. 


fitt  tmrus^trnt.  [jam  14, 

That  so  many  of  the  hitti  u$  (be  treasury  board  shaU» 
from  thne  to  time,  think  proper  to  issue,  be  put  ioto 
the  hands  of  the  continental  loan  officer  in  the  state  of 
Pennsylvanfa,  or  of  anj  other  state ;  and  that  the 
board  of  treasury  direct  the  lowest  rate  of  exchange 
at  which  the  same  may  be  soM. 

That  the  beard  of  treasury  may^  at  their  discretion, 
suspend  the  sale  of  such  bills,  reporting  to  Congress 
their  reasons  for  so  doing,  that  they  may  receive  di- 
rections  thereon. 

That  the  committee  of  foreign  affairs  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  directed  to  write  to  Mr.  Jay  and  Mr.  Laurens, 
informing  (ham  of  the  drafts  that  will  be  made  epoa 
them,  and  explaining  fully  the  reasons  that  urge  Con- 
gress to  draw,  directing  them  te  keep  up  amutiial  cor- 
respondenoe,  &ud  afford  each  ether  every  assistance  in 
procuring  money  to  pay  the  bills. 

That  one  eighth  per  cent,  on  moneys  received  in 
payment  for  the  said  ImHs,  shall  be  allowed  to  Cbe 
persons  intrusted  with  the  sale  thereof. 

That  no  bill  be  drawn  for  a  less  sum  than  (be  emoant 
of  fifty  pounds  sterling. 

JiJJUARY  H,  1730. 

On  motion  of  the  committee  for  .foreign  affairs — 
Whereas  by  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty  of 
^mity  and  commerce  between  his  most  christian  ma- 
jesty and  the  United  States  of  America,  it  is  provided, 
that  "  the  subjects  and  inhabitants  of  the  said  United 
^'  States^  or  any  one  of  them,  shall  not  be  reputed 
'^^  aubains  in  France,  and  consequently  shall  be  ex- 
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^  enpt^  from  the  A*oit  d'aubalne,  ov  other  similar 
*'  duty,  under  what  name  soever :  they  may  by  testa'- 
"  ment,  donation  or  otherwise,  dispose  of  their  goods, 
**  moveable  and  immoveable,  in  favour  of  such  persons 
^*  as  to  them  shall  seem  good ;  and  their  heirs,  subjects 
^<  of  the  said  United  States,  residing,  whether  in  France 
**  or  elsewhere,  may  succeed  them,  ab  intestat,  without 
**  being  obliged  to  obtain  letters  of  naturalization,  and 
^^  without  having  the  efibct  of  this  concession  contested 
*^  or  impeded  under  pretext  of  any  rights  or  preroga- 
<*  tives  of  provinces,  cities  or  private  persons  :  and  the 
^  sard  heirs,  whether  such  by  particular  title  or  ab 
^<  intestat,  shall  be  exempt  from  all  duty,  called  droit 
^  de  detraction,  or  other  duty  of  the  same  kind  ;  sav- 
**  ing,  nevertheless,  the  local  rights  6r  duties,  as  much 
^andaslongas  similar  ones  are  not  established  by 
**  the  United  States,  or  any  of  them :  The  subjects  of 
'^the  most  christian  king  shall  enjoy,  on  their  part, 
*<  in  all  the  dominions  of  the  said  states,  an  entire  and 
^perfect  reciprocity  relative  to  the  stipulations  con- 
*'  tained  in  the  present  article ;  but  it  is  agreed,  at 
^  the  same  time,  that  its  contents  shall  not  affect  the 
*^  laws  made  or  that  may  be  made  hereafter  in  France, 
*^  against  emigrations,  which  shall  remain  in  all  their 
^*  force  and  vigour ;  and  the  United  States,  on  their 
**  part,  or  any  of  them,  shall  be  at  liberty  to  enact 
*'  such  laws  relative  to  that  matter  as  to  them  sha(l 
"  seem  proper." 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  legisla- 
tures of  the  several  United  States  to  make  provision, 
where  not  already  made,  for  conferring  like  privileges 
and  immunities  on^  the  subjects  of  his  most  christian 
VOL.  II.  72 
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majesty,  agreeable  to  the  form  and  spirit  of  the  abote 
recited  article. 


MARCH  35,  1780. 

To  foHow  proceecOngs  of  January  3  r ,  1780.    Page  311. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee, 

Resolved,  That  the  papers  and  original  affida?its, 
relative  to  the  capture  of  the  brig  Eagle,  John  Ash- 
mead,  commander,  under  a  fort  in  the  island  of  Saba, 
be  filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  United 
States  in  Congress  assembled* 

That  authenticated  copies  thereof,  signed  by  the 
said  secretary,  be  transmitted  to  their  high  mighli- 
nesses  the  states  general  of  the  United  Provinces,  by 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United  States  at 
the  court  of  Versailles;  and  that  he  be  directed  to 
apply  to  them  for  their  aid  in  procuring  satisfactioii 
for  the  loss  of  the  said  brig  Eagle  and  cargo ;  and  for 
some  assurance  that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  of 
America  shall  be  protected  from  insult  when  in  the 
ports  of  (he  United  Provinces. 

APRIL  17,  1780. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Matthews,  That  a  resi- 
dent be  appointed  to  the  court  of  Versailles,  with  the 
same  powers  that  are  usually  annexed  to  the  said 
office. 

On  the  question  to  agree  to  this,  the  yeas  and  nays 
being  required  by  Mr.  Folsom — 
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New  Hampshire,    Mr.  Pcabody, 
Mr.  Folsom, 

JMassachusetU  Bay,Mr.  Lovell, 
Mr.  Hohen, 


Rhode  Island, 
Connecticut, 
New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Maryland, 
Virginia, 
North  Carolina, 
South  Carolina, 


Mr.  Ellery, 
Mr.  Collins, 

Mr.  Huntington, 
Mr.  Ellsworth, 

Mr.  Scott, 
Mr.  Livingston, 
Mr.  Schuyler, 

Mr.  Fell, 
Mr.  Houston, 
Mr.  Clark, 

Mr.  Searle, 
Mr.  Shippen, 

Mr.  Plater, 

Mr.  Madison, 

Mr.  Burke, 

Mr.  Matthews, 
Mr.  Kinlocb, 


No. 


No. 


No. 


No. 


So  it  passed  in  the  negative. 


JULY  7,  1780. 

To  follow  proceedio2;8  of  Ji^jr  7, 1780.    Page  32S. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Searle,  seconded  by  Mr.  M^Kean, 

Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  be  directed  to 

famish  Mr.  Laurens  with  bills  on  France  to  the  amount 

of  one  thousand  pounds  sterling,  on  account  of  his 
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salary,  out  of  Ibose  bilU  ofdt ned  tb  he  dteawn  by  Uie 
resolution  of  the  19tb  of  May  la^. 


JULY  11,  1780. 

To  foOow  pfoceedingi  of  July  10, 1780.    Page  322. 

Ordered,  That  the  committee  of  intelligence  cause 
to  be  published  the  resolution  of  May  5th,  1778, 
respecting  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  commerce  between  his  most 
christian  majesty  and  these  United  States,  and  a  copy 
of  the  said  treaty  as  finally  ratified* 


AUGUST  9,  1700. 
To  fbllow  proceedings  of  July  1 0, 1780.    Page  332. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee  to  whom  was  referred 
a  letter  from  the  honourable  Ralph  Isajxl, 

Resolved,  That  Congress  ai«  coavinced  of  the  feith- 
ful  endeavours  of  Mr.  Isard  to  fulfil  the  objects  of  the 
commission  to  which  he  was  appointed  by  them  on  the 
7th  of  May,  1777,  and  approve  of  the  reasons  which 
determined  him  not  to  proceed  to  the  court  of  Tus- 
cany. 


SEPTEMBER  15,  1780. 

Ta»tbB«^l^rdCMdibg»of>Sieptenfe«rW,lt8a.    PageStS. 

The  minister  plenrpotemiary  of  Prance  transmitted 
to  Congress  a  letter  of  this  date,  reapecting  the  aboli- 


tioik  of  tbe  elef €Dth  aUd  twelfdi  triicif  i  of  the  irettty 
of  commerce  faetweeti  the  VmkeA  Stales  asd  bU  mosl 
christian  mc^esty,  ivilh  an  authenticated  copy  of  a 
declaration  of  tbe  king,  wliereof  the  following  it  a 
translation : 


A  DECLARATION  OF  THE  KING. 

The  Congress  of  Ibe  United  Sliiles  of  North  America 
htrviiig  represented  to  the  ktng^  thai  the  executioa  of 
tbe  ekventh  article  of  tke  treaty  of  amity  aild  com^ 
mefce^^igaed  the  6th  of  February  last,  osiBy  be  aUend- 
ed  with  inconveniences^  and  haviag,  ia  consequence 
thereof,  desired  that  that  article  may  be  expanged^ 
agreeing  on  their  part,  that  the  twelfth  article  shall  be 
considered  in  tbe  same  manner  as  null  and  void :  His 
majesty,  in  order  to  give  the  United  States  of  North 
America  a  new  proof  of  bis  affection,  as  well  as  bis 
desire  to  confirm  the  union  and  good  corres)>otidence 
established  between  the  two  states,  has  been  pleased 
to  pay  a  regard  to  their  repre8emations-*-eccordingly 
he  hath  declared  and  by  these  presents  doth  declare, 
that  be  consents  to  the  suppression  of  the  eleventh 
and  twelfth  articles  abovementioned,  and  that  bis 
intention  iS|  that  tbey  be  considered  as  if  never  com- 
prehended in  the  treaty  signed  the  6th  of  February 
last. 

Done  at  Versailles,  the   1st  day  of  September,  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  seventy  eight. 
(Signed)         GRAVIER  DE  VERGENNES. 


Sji  SUPPLEBfENT.  [Sept  19, 

In  conformity  to  tbe  foregoing  declaration  of  his 
moit  christian  majesty,  tbe  commissioners  plenipoteo* 
tiary  of  the  United  States  signed  and  delivered  (o  his 
most  christian  majesty,  tbe  following 

DECLARATION. 

The  most  christian  king  having  been  pleased  to  re- 
gard the  representations  made  to  him  by  the  general 
Congress  of  North  America,  relating  to  the.  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty  of  commerce,  signed  the  6lfa  of 
February  in  the  present  year ;  and  his  majesty  having 
therefore  consented  that  the  said  aiiicle  should  b^ 
suppressed,  on  condition  that  the  twelfth  article  of  the 
same  treaty  be  equally  regarded  as  of  non^  efllect,  the 
above  said  general  Congress  hath  declared  on  their 
part,  and  do  declare,  that  they  consent  to  the  suppres- 
sion of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  articles  of  tbe  abeve- 
mentioned  treaty,  and  that  their  intention  is,  that  these 
articles  be  regarded  as  having  never  been  comprised 
in  the  treaty  signed  the  6th  of  February. 

Done  at  Paris,  the  first  day  of  September,  1778. 
(Signed)  B.  FRANLKIN, 

ARTHUR  LEE, 
JOHN  ADAMS. 

SEPTEMBER  19,  1780. 

A  letter  of  the  16th,  from  the  honourable  the  minis- 
ter plenipotentiary  of  France,  was  read^  informing 
Congress  that  he  is  about  to  leave  Philadelphia,  and 
to  be  absent  for  some  weeks ;  but  that  Mr«  Marbois  will 
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remain  here  in  quality  of  his  majesty's  charge  des 
affaires ;  and  hoping  that,  from  his  known  attention  to 
matters  relative  to  the  embassy,  Congress  will  grant 
him  their  confidence :   Whereupon, 

Resolved,  That  the  President  inform  the  minister  of 
France,  that,  in  his  absence,  they  will  readily  contmue 
their  intercourse  with  the  embassy  of  his  most  chris<« 
lian  majesty,  through  Mr*  Marbois,  as  his  majesty's 
charge  des  affaires,  in  whose  abilities  and  attention  to 
the  interests  of  the  court  of  France  and  those  of  the 
United  States  they  have  just  confidence. 

SEPTEMBER  37,  1710. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom  were  referred 
sundry  letters  of  John  Magnall, 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  said  letters  attested 
by  the  secretary  of  Congress,  be  sent  to  the  honoura- 
ble John  Jay,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Madrid  -,  and  that  he  be  instruct- 
ed to  endeavour  to  obtain,  for  the  captors  of  the  Dover 
cutter,  the  benefit  intended  by  the  resolve  passed  in 
Congress  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1777,  respecting 
vessels  belonging  to  British  subjects,  seized  and 
brought  into  any  of  the  ports  or  harbours  of  these 
United  States,  by  the  master  or  mariners,  and  that  he 
be  informed  it  is  the  wish  of  Congress  that  the  wh9le 
profit  of  the  capture  be  divided  among  the  captors. 
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OCTOBER  6,  1780. 

To  Maw  proceediBgf  of  Oetober  4, 17S0.    Page  3tS. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred a  motion  of  Mr.  Adams,  relative  to  ceruin  pro- 
positions of  the  empress  of  Russia  respecting  the 
rights  of  neutral  nations,  Congress  passed  the  following 
act: 

Her  imperial  majesty  of  all  the  Rassias,  attentive  to 
the  freedom  of  commerce,  and  the  rights  of  nations,  in 
her  declaration  to  the  belligerent  and  neutral  powers, 
having  proposed  regulations,  founded  upon  principles 
pf  justice,  equity  and  moderation,  of  which  their  most 
christian  and  catbolick  majesties,  and  most  of  the  neu- 
tral maritime  powers  of  Europe,  have  declared  their 
approbation — 

Congress,  willing  to  testify  their  regard  to  the 
rights  of  commerce,  and  their  respect  for  the  sovereign, 
who  hath  proposed  and  the  powers  who  have  approved 
the  said  regulation  : 

Resolve,  That  the  board  of  admiralty  prepare  and 
report  instructions  for  the  commanders  of  armed  ves- 
sels commissioned  by  the  United  States,  conformably 
to  the  principles  contained  in  the  declaration  of  the 
empress  of  all  the  Russias,  on  the  rights  of  neutral 
vessels. 

That  the  ministers  plenipotentiary  from  the  United 
States,  if  invited  thereto,  be  and  hereby  are  respec- 
tively empowered  to  accede  to  such  regulations,  con- 
formable to  the  spirit  of  the  said  declaration,  as  may 
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be  agreed  npon  by  the  Congress  expected  to  assemble 
in  pursuance  of  the  invitation  of  her  imperial  majesty. 
Ordered,  That  copies  of  the  above  resolution  be 
transmitted  to  the  respective  ministers  of  the  United 
States,  at  foreign  courts,  and  to  the  honoHrable  the 
minister  pienipotentiary  of  France. 


OCTOBER  14,  1780. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  October  7, 1780.    Page  3S6. 

On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury. 

Resolved,  That  Samuel  W.  Stockton,  esquire,  late 
secretary  to  the  honourable  William  Lee,  late  com- 
missioner for  the  United  States  at  the  courts  of  Vienna 
and  Berlin,  be  considered  on  salary,  at  the  rate  of  three 
hundred  pounds  sterling  per  annum»  from  the  time  he 
left  London^  to  go  to  Mr.  Lee,  at  Vienna,  which  was 
in  the  month  of  May,  1778,  until  he  came  to  this  city 
with  letters  to  Congress,  from  Mr.  Lee,  in  the  month 
of  December,  1779.  That  Mr.  Stockton  be  not  allowed 
for  any  expenses ;  and  that  the  several  sums  of  money 
he  has  received,  agreeably  to  his  liquidated  account, 
be  deducted  from  the  salary  aforesaid,  and  the  balance 
paid  to  Mr.  Stockton,  in  specie,  or  current  money 
equivalent;  rating  specie  dollars  at  four  shillings  and 
aix  pence  sterling. 
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OCTOBER  28,  1780. 
To  follow  procetdbgi  of  October  fSyllBO.    Page343. 

On  motioQ  of  Mr.  Lowell,  seconded  by  Mr«  S.  Adans, 
Resolved^  That  the  lienourable  John  Adam  be  and 
hereby  is  authorized  and  instructed  to  accept  the  bilk 
of  exchange  drawn  on  the  honourable  Henry  Laorens, 
in  pursuance  of  the  resolution  of  Congress  of  the  6th 
instant,  in  the  same  manner  as  he  is  authorized  and  in- 
structed to  accept  those  heretofore  drawn  on  Mr? 
Laurens,  according  to  the  resolutions  of  November 
23,  1779:  and  in  case  of  the  absence  of  Mr.  Adams, 
the  authority  hereby  granted  be  and  is  hereby  extend- 
ed to  the  honourable  Francis  Dana. 

NOVEMBER    3,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  consul,  to  be  appointed  to  reside 
in  France,  be  allowed  a  salary  of  one  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars  per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  commissions 
for  business  done  on  account  of  the  United  States. 

NOVEMBER  4,  1780. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  consvi  to 
reside  in  France  ;  and  the  ballots  bemg  taken,  William 
Palfrey,  esquire,  was  elected. 

NOVEMBER  23,  1780. 
To  fcAow  prooeedmgs  of  NoTcoibtr  ft,  1780.    F^e  348. 
On  a  report  of  the  board  of  treasury, 
Resolved,  That  the  board  of  treasury  furnish  the 
honourable  Ralph  Izard  with  bills  of  exchange,  out  of 
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those  already  ordered  to  be  drawn  on  doctor  Franklin 
and  Mr.  Jay,  to  the  amount  of  fifty- two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  livres,  being  the  balance  of  his 
account,  as  accepted  by  Congress  on  the  11th. of 
August  last ;  thirty  thousand  livres  thereof  to  be  on 
Mr.  Jay,  and  the  remainder  on  doctor  Franklin. 

Resolved,  That  the  honourable  John  Adams  be  in- 
formed of  this  transaction,  which  is  to  supersede  the 
orders  given  to  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens,  on  the 
nth  of  August  last,  for  the  payment  of  the  said  balance 
of  fifty-two  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirteen  livrefr 
to  Mr.  Izard. 

NOVEMBER  28,  1780. 

To  follow  proceediiigf  of  NoTeabo  S8, 1760i    Page  351. 
Ordered,  That  Saturday  next  be  assigned  for  elect- 
ing a  secretary  to  the  embassy  at  the  court  of  Ver- 
sailles. 

DECEMBER  1,  1780. 

Resolved,  That  the  order  of  the  day  to-morrow  for 
electing  a  secretary  to  the  embassy  at  the  pourt  of 
Versailles  be  postponed  to  Wednesday  next. 


DECEMBER  16,  1780. 

To  IbDow  proceedings  -of  December  1^  1780.    Page  368^. 
Ordered,  That  the  board  of  treasury,  in  adjusting: 
the  salary  of  Arthur  Lee,^  esquire,  compute  the  same 
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from  the  15th  day  of  December,  1776,  to  the  ^tb  day 
of  March,  1780. 


DECEMBER  31,  1780. 

To  foUovr  proceedings  of  December  21, 1780.    Page  360. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Duaoe,  seconded  by  Mr.  Wither- 
spoon, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  case  of  the  honourable 
Henry  Laurens,  made  a  prisoner  on  his  passage  to 
Europe,  and  said  to  be  committed  to  the  tower  of 
London,  on  suspicion  of  high  treason,  and  to  report 
thereon. 

.    The  members — Mr«  Duane,  Mr.  Witberspoon,  Mr: 
Burke. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  S.  Adams,  seconded  by  Mr. 
Bee, 

Ordered,  That  the  President  write  to  our  ministers 
plenipotentiary  at  the  courts  of  Versailles  and  Madrid, 
desiring  them  to  apply  to  the  courts  at  wSich  they  res- 
pectively reside,  to  use  means  for  obtaining  the  release 
and  exchange  of  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens. 


JANUARY  10,  1781. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  Januaiy  10,  1781.    Page  393. 
/  The  committee,  appointed  to  consider  and  report  a 
/  plan  for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  report. 

That  the  extent  and  the  rising  power  of  these  United 
States  entitle  them  lo  a  place  among  the  great  poten- 
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tates  of  Europe,  while  our  political  and  commercial  in- 
terests, point  out  the  propriety  of  cultivating  with  them 
a  (riendly  correspondence  and  connexion. 

That,  to  render  such  an  intercourse  advantageous, 
the  necessity  of  a  competent  knowledge  of  the  interests, 
views,  relations  and  systems  of  those  potentates,  is  o\> 
vious. 

That  a  knowledge,  in  its  nature  so  comprehensive,  is 
only  (o  be  acquired  by  a  constant  attention  to  the  state 
of  Europe,  and  an  unremitted  application  to  the  means 
of  acquiring  well  grounded  information. 

That  Congress  are  moreover  called  upon  to  maintain 
with  our  ministers  at  foreign  courts  a  regular  corres- 
pondence, and  to  keep  them  fully  informed  of  every 
circumstance  and  event  which  regards  the  publick  ho- 
nour, interest  and  safety. 

That  to  answer  those  essential  purposes,  the  com- 
mittee are  of  opinion,  that  a  fixed  and  permanent  office 
for  the  department  of  foreign  affairs  ought  forthwith  to 
be  established,  as  a  remedy  against  the  fluctuation,  the 
delay  and  indecision  to  which  the  present  mode  of  ma- 
naging our  foreign  affairs  must  be  exposed :  Where- 
upon, 

Resolved,  That  an  office  be  forthwith  established  for 
the  department  of  foreign  affairs,  to  be  kept  always  in 
the  place  where  Congress  shall  reside. 

That  there  shall  be  a  secretary  for  the  despatch  of 
business  of  the  said  office,  to  be  styled  ''  secretary  for 
"  foreign  affairs." 

That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  said  secretary  to  keep 
and  preserve  all  the  books  and  papers  belonging  to  the 
department  of  foreign  affairs :  to  receive  and  report  the 
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tpf4ieatioD8  of  all  foreigoera :  (a  corr»poiid  with  tbt 
ministers  of  the  United  States  at  foreigo  courts,  and 
with  the  ministers  of  foreign  powers  and  other  persoosy 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  most  extensive  and 
useful  information  relative  to  foreign  aflairs,  to  be  laid 
before  Congress  when  required :  also  to  transmit  such 
communications  as  Congress  shall  direct,  to  the  minis- 
ters of  these  United  States  and  others  at  foreign  courts, 
and  in  foreign  countries  :  the  said  secretary  shall  have 
liberty  to  attend  Congress,  that  he  may  be  better  in- 
formed of  the  affairs  of  the  United  States,  and  have  an 
opportunity  of  explaining  his  reports  respecting  his  de- 
partment :  he  shall  also  be  authorized  to  employ  one 
or  if  necessary  more  clerks  to  assist  him  in  the  business 
of  his  office  :  and  the  secretary,  as  well  as  such  clerks, 
shall,  before  the  President  of  Congress,  take  an  oath  of 
fidelity  to  the  United  States,  and  an  oath  for  the  faith- 
ful execution  of  their  respective  trusts. 


IfARCH  36,  1781. 
To  follow  proceeding!  of  March  24, 1781.    Page  40S. 

A  letter  of  the  22d  of  February,  from  the  govemour 
of  Virginia,  was  read,  with  a  memorial  enclosed  from 
Messrs.  Stoddert,  Kerr  and  North :  Whereupon, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Madison,  seconded  by  Mr.  M. 
Smith, 

Ordered,  That  authenticated  copies  of  the  said  me- 
morial,  protests  and  affidavits  be  transmitted  to  the 
honourable  John  Adams ;  and  that  he  be  instructed  to 
represent  tb^  case  to  which  they  relate  to  their  high 
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flDghUieases  tbe  ttatet  general  of  the  Uiiktd  Provinces 
of  tbe  Metkerknds,  and  to  claim  such  redress  for  tbe 
meoioritlists*  as  justice  and  tbe  law  of  nations  require* 


MAY  M,  1781. 

To  foUow  proceedings  of  Maj  23, 1781.    Page  404. 

On  a  report  rrom  the  board  of  admiralty,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  ofDumaine  and  Lyon, 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  said  petition  be  trans- 
mitted to  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these  United 
States  at  the  court  of  Spain  ;  and  that  he  be  directed 
to  represent  the  matter  to  the  said  court,  and  take  such 
measures  as  be  msy  judge  expedient  to  obtain  an  order 
to  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  of  Teneriffe,  to  deliver  the 
wbole  amount  of  the  sales  of  tbe  prize  therein  mention- 
ed, to  the  owners  of  the  brigantine  Brilliant,  their  agent 
or  attorney,  for  the  use  of  the  said  owners  and  the 
captors. 


MAY  39,  1781. 
To  be  inserted  in  procee£ngi  of  Maj  29, 1781.  Page  408. 
Ordered,  That  in  the  settlement  of  Mr.  A.  Lee's  ac* 
counts,  the  board  of  treasury  admit  as  vouchers,  bills 
of  lading  and  invoices,  which  show  that  merchants  of 
character  have  shipped  the  contents :  where  such  can- 
not be  produced,  that  they  admit  receipts,  or  other  pa- 
pers which  charge  the  consignee  or  other  competent 
person  at  the  port  of  delivery :  that  they  admit  the 
bankers  accounts  which  charge  the  bank  with  the  ere- 
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dit  given  for  cash  deposited,  and  undertake  if  required 
to  vouch  the  particular  payments  which  are  entered  to 
Mr.  Lee's  debt,  as  commissioner  of  the  United  States : 
and  where  no  vouchers  under  the  foregoing  descriptions 
are  produced,  that  the  accounts  be  left  open  in  order 
to  give  an  opportunity  for  completing  the  vouchers. 

That  the  accounts  for  expenses  be  stated  so  as  to 
distinguish  between  ordinary  and  extraordinary ;  that 
the  iatter  be  stated  particularly  for  the  consideration  of 
Congress,  giving  credit  for  the  articles  delivered  up  to 
the  publick  at  first  cost,  and  that  the  former  be  stated 
generally,  and  that  no  other  voucher  be  required  for 
either,  than  the  word  of  honour  of  the  said  A.  Lee, 
late  minister. 

That  with  respect  to  the  charge  for  moneys  disburs- 
ed on  account  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  it  be  admitted 
to  Mr.  Lee's  credit,  whenever  the  state  of  Virginia 
shall  signify  that  they  admit  themselves  to  be  debited 
therewith. 


In  page  414,  Kne  14,  between  the  words  ^«  that^'  and  ^  would,'^  the 
words  [the  enemy]  though  not  in  the  original  record,  are  necessaij. 

In  page  423,  lines  9  and  10,  for  ^^  consideratioD,''  read  ^  confedera- 
ution." 


JUNE  4,  1781. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  May  29, 1781.    Page  423. 

Resolved,  That  the  disposition  and  management  of 
that  part  of  the  money,  granted  by  his  most  christian 


1781.J  SUPPLEBfENT.  £85 

'majesty  to  these  United  States,  which  is  to  be  employ- 
ed io  America,  be  committed  to  the  superintendent  of 
finance,  that  it  may  be  applied  to  the  purposes  for 
which  it  was  granted,  namely,  a  vigorous  prosecution 
of  the  present  campaign. 

That  what  remains  unsold  of  the  bills  of  exchange 
drawn  by  order  of  Congress  on  the  ministers  plenipo- 
tentiary of  these  United  States  respectively  at  Ver- 
sailles, Madrid  and  the  Hague,  be  also  committed  to 
the  superintendent  of  finance,  to  be  by  him  disposed  of 
for  the  purpose  abovementioned  :  provided,,  that  none 
of  the  bills  drawn  upon  the  ministers  at  Madrid  and  the 
Hague,  be  sold  until  he  shall  have  assurances  that  funds 
are  provided  for  paying  them. 


JUNE  14,  1781. 

To  follow  proceedings  of  June  14, 1781.  Page  443. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Matthews,  seconded  by  Mr.  Sharpe, 
Resolved,  That  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles,  be  authorized 
and  empowered  to  offer  lieutenant-general  Burgoyne 
in  exchange  for  the  honourable  Henry  Laurens. 


JUNE  21,  1781. 
To  follow  proceedings  of  June  19,  1781.    Page  457. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Montgomery,  seconded  by   Mr. 
Sherman, 

Resolved,  That  a  vice  consul  be  appointed  to  reside 
in  France,  who  shall  exercise  all  the  powers,  and  per- 
voL  II.  74 
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form  the  services  required  of  William  Palfrey,  during 
bis  absence  from  that  kingdom,  or  during  the  pleasure 
of  Congress;  and  be  allowed  a  salary  of  1000  dollars 
per  annum,  in  lieu  of  all  commissions  for  business  done 
on  account  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

Ordered,  That  Monday  next  be  Assigned  for  elect- 
ing a  vice  consul. 


JtfNE  26,  1781. 
To  foDow  proeeediogs  of  June  26,  1781 .    P^gc  458. 

On  the  report  of  a  committee,  consisting  of  Mr.  Cly- 
mer,  Mr.  Sullivan  and  Mr..  Matthews,  to  whom  were 
referred  two  letters  of  the  22d,  from  Mr.  R.  Morris, 

Resolved)  That  an  agent  for  the  United  States  of 
America  be  appointed  to  reside  at  the  Havana. 

Ordered,  That  tomorrow-be  assigned  for  electing 
the  said  agent ;  and  that  the  committee  who  brought  in 
this  report  prepare  the  draft  of  a  commission  and 
instructions  for  the  said  agent. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  vice  consul, 
conformable  to  the  resolution  of  the  21  st  of  this  month ; 
and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 

Thomas  Barclay  was  elected,  having  been  previoua- 
ly  nominated  by  Mr.  Clymer. 

JUNE  27,  1781. 

Congress  proceeded  to  the  election  of  an  agent  to 
reside  at  Havana ;  and,  the  ballots  being  takeD, 
Mr.  Robert  Smith  was  elected. 
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Resolved,  That  it  be  the  duty  of  the  agent  appoint- 
ed to  reside  at  Havana,  to  manage  the  occasional  con- 
cerns of  Congress,  to  assist  the  American  traders  with 
his  advice,  and  to  solicit  their  affairs  with  the  Spanish 
g6vernment,  and  to  govern  himself  according  to  the 
orders  he  may,  from  time  to  time,  receive  from  the 
U.nited  States  in  Congress  assembled,  or  their  superin- 
tendent of  finance. 


AUGUST  10,  1781. 

To  foDow  proceedings  of  August  10, 1781.    Page  469. 

/      Congress  proceeded  to  thd  election  of  a  secretary 
/     ipr  foreign  affairs  ;  and,  the  ballots  being  taken, 
/  Mr.  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  elected,  having  been 

previously  nomibated  by  Mr.  Floyd. 


AUGUST  24,  1781. 
To  follow  proceedings  of  Augdst  16,  1781.    Page  474. 

On  a.report  of  the  board  of  admiralty, 
*  Resolved,  That  Joshua  Johnson,  esquire,  be,  and  he 
is  hereby  authorized  to  examine,  audit  and  settle  the 
accounts  of  T.  D.  Schweighhauser,  against  the  frigate 
Alliance  ;  and  that  the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  these 
United  States  at  the  court  of  Versailles  be,  and  he  is 
hereby  empowered  and  directed  to  pay  the  balance 
that  may  be  found  due  to  the  said  T.  D.  Schweighhau- 
ser, upon  the  liquidation  and  settlement  of  the  said  J. 
Johnson. 

END   OF   VOL.    If. 
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